
































VIDEO 














MUSIC 











ARIET 

















Published Weekly at 154 West 46th Street, New York 36, N. Y., by Variet 
Entered as second class matter December 22, 1905, at the Post Office’ a Ne 


COPYRIGHT, 1952, 


New York 
BY VARIETY, INC. 


»  Y.. under the act of March 3, 1 


ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


Annual subscription, $10. Single copies, 25 cents. 


879. 





—— 


VOL. 187 No. 9 


NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 6, 1952 


PRICE 25 CENTS 








BWAY LEGIT’S BIG’ 


Adlai in Show Biz 


Democratic Presidential nominee Adlai Stevenson’s flair as a 
“performer” is winning him a flock of show biz adherents. Re- 
calling the manner in which the Illinois Governor wowed ’em at 
the Jack Benny anniversary dinner at the Waldorf Astoria, N. Y., 
last November, CBS prexy Frank Stanton has been circulating 
platters of the Stevenson talk around the industry. 

It’s recalled, too, how Stevenson did a guest shot on the “Quiz 


Kids” 


show last winter, long before there was any indieation he 


might be advanced as a Presidential hopeful. 
CBS is prepping a kine playback of the Stevenson bit for a 


network showcasing. 








Saratoga Salis 
Chichi Niteries 


As GG's Get Off 


Saratoga Springs, Aug. 5. 

The 87th season of the Saratoga 
Racing Assn. teed 
(Mon.) with the famed swank lake 
area nightclubs dark. 
Lake House is open—for dining. 

Ciro’s, near the rear gate to the 
historic Union Ave. track, is the 
sole city name spot operating. A 
few smaller clubs are open. The 
wide open days, with Joe E. Lewis, 
Sophie Tucker, Morton Downey, 
Hildegarde and other top stars, 
plus big bands, are gone—perhaps 
forever. 

Continuation of the tight lid on 
off-track wagering, and of the spe- 
cial grand jury investigation 
ordered 16 months ago by Gov- 
ernor Dewey into gambling and 
possible links with political cor- 
ruption in Saratoga County, has 
for the second consecutive season 

(Continued on page 55) 


Mark Twain Library 
Acquired for Vidpix; 
Set Top Budget Series 


Filmcraft Productions, in one of 
the most important literary deals 
closed by a television company, has 
sreured the entire library of 
erie Twain, it was announced by 
Sidore Lindenbaum, prexy of com- 
pany, now in N. Y., where con- 
tracts were inked after five months 
of negotiations. 

As a result of the purchase, Film- 
craft will undertake a high-budget 
M sees Series tagged “The Mark 

Wain Television Theatre,” to be 
produced and distributed by com- 
pany. Top Hollywood writers and 
ss rectors will be signed for series, 

was stated. 
exylbrary includes 36 major works, 
pon articles, 2,300 published letters 
etter thousand unpublished 
Eien and material, according to 
all Ty baum. Deal gives Filmcraft 

: V and radio rights. 
Sean author’s daughter, Clara 
o ossaud, together with Thomas 

tamberlain and Maurice Chey- 
pb Hanover Bank of N. Y., and 
one = of the Samuel L. Clem- 
tn the l, repped the Twain estate 
ranged foe eas. Deal was ar- 


‘illiam Morris office. 





off yesterday | some nags for his stables, 





ALI KAHN, IN U.S., MULLS 
INVESTMENT IN TV PIX 


Ali Khan, son of the fabulous 
Aga Khan, and who added to his 
glamor by marrying 
Rita Hayworth, is seeking via aides 
to invest in television film produc- 
tion in the U. S. 

The Indian prince is due in Sara- 
toga for the races this week and 


will probably spend a month, dur- | 


ing which he’s expected to buy 


in addi- 


ition to scouting the vidpix finan- 


Only Riley’s | 





r Filmcraft through the | 
i 


cing situation. At the™Spa he set- 
tled for four reoms at the Grand 
Union Hotel after a bid to rent the 
entire top floor (about 12 rooms) 
at the Gideon-Putnam. 


US0's 63d Unit 
Of for Korea 


USO-Camp Shows’ 63d unit is 
off on a junket of GI bases in Korea 
and the Far Eastern zones. Titled 
“Hollywood Hi-Jinks,”’ the troupe 
was assembled on the Coast and 
left Los Angeles Monday (4) for 
a 15-week trek. 

Included in the unit are Rio 
Bros., comics; Gloria Foster, singer; 
Lin Mayberry, comedienne; Bar- 
bara Banks, Capitol Records’ artist; 
a musical trio, bassist Jack Jecker, 
accordionist Dorothy Murray and 
guitarist Edgar Roemheld, Jr. Ben 
McAtee is the emcee and comedian. 








Convention Spending 
On N.Y. Amusements . 
Soars to $10,050,000 


Conventioneers spent $10,050,000 
on amusements and an additional 
$30,750,000 in restaurants and 
niteries in New York City during 
1951, according to the N. Y. Con- 


film actress | 


92793 LINEUP 





£9 PLAYS ON SKED: 


legit season on Broadway look 
fairly good. In the matter of quan- | 
tity, there may be more production | 
ithan last season. And on a quality | 
| basis which governs the vital fac- 
tors of size of grosses, length of 
| runs, overall volume of business 
and employment, the advance in- 
ications seem promising. 

As of this week, the season’s 
| schedule includes 69 straight plays 
and 24 musicals. That an im- 
posing array, even if, as usual, a 
number. of the items don’t come 
through. However, long-standing 
precedent indicates that “casting 
difficulties” or some other stand- 
ard euphemism for insufficient 
financing will stymie actual pro- 
duction of a sizable portion of the 
scheduled ventures 

Plays by names like Robert E. 
Sherwood, Mary Chase, Terence 
Rattigan, F. Hugh Herbert, John 
van Druten, Moss Hart and Arthur 
Miller are listed. And in the mu- 
sical field Rodgers and Hammer- 
stein, Cole Porter, Alan Jay Lerner 
and Frederick Loewe have shows. 
But Howard Lindsay and Russel! 
Crouse, Lillian Hellman, Tennes- | 
see Williams, Sidney Kingsley, 
George S. Kaufman, S. N. Behr-| 
man, Samson Raphaelson, Elmer 
Rice, Maxwell Anderson, Paul Os- 
born. and Garson Kanin and Ruth 
Gordon apparently have no new 
scripts for production, and such 

(Continued on page 52) 
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WW's $16,000 For | 
Dual Sponsorship 
On ABC Radio, TV 


When Walter Winchell goes TV | 
on Oct. 5 for Gruen Watch and | 
an alternate sponsor over ABC it! 
will be a part-simulcast deal in| 





|be taped for rebroadcast AM in) 
‘his traditional Sunday-at-9 slot. In | 
| actuality, both he and ABC prexy | 
'Bob Kintner envision a consider- | 
|able reediting of the telecast to 
l/accommodate the hot Winchell 
| flashes that usually occur in the 
| ensuing two hours, that is between 
| the end of the TV quarter-hour at 


report to its members, the agency | jin the evening. Winchell, however, | 


has just revealed that of a total 
attendance of 2,106,380 at 707 con- 
ventions during the year, 618,380 
delegates were overnight visitors 
in the city. 

The Convention & Visitors Bu- 
reau statement estimates that the 
delegates spent a total of $150,000.- 
000 in New York during the year. 
Of this amount, $50,400,000 went 
to hotels, $6,600,000 for local trans- 
portation, $36,600,000 in retail 


stores, $8,850,000 for “beverages,” | 


(Continued on page 55) 


thinks that the editorial and his | 
“page one” will remain exclusive 
and hot, whether TV or AM, and | 
if there are any denials, qualifica- 
tions, late-flashes and the like he 
‘ean interrupt the tape and make 
it that much more dramatic. 
Kintner has 18 TV markets lined 
up now and thinks he will have 
;26 video stations by the time 
| Winchell goes back on the air the | 
| first Sunday in October. The same | 








(Continued on page 43) 
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} turned 


340 ABC radio stations will carry | 





GUYS-DOLLS’ DISTRIBS 
$1,048,192 TO ANGELS 


With a recent $60,000 dividend 
on “Guys and Dolls,” the total 
distributed profit on the Frank 
Loesser-Jo Swerling-Abe Burrows 
musical has now reached $1,048,- 
192. As of June 14, the two com- 
panies of the show had grossed a 
combined total of $6,552,528, with 
total net profits of $1,133,473. 

The Cy Feuer-Ernest H. Martin 
venture was financed at $200,000, 
plus $50,000 overcall, which was 
not used and yvas immediately re 
to th® backers. The pro 
duction cost of the Broadway edi- 
tion was $177,907, and the touring 
version required $180,317. The 
original is currently in its 90th 
week at the 44th Street, N. Y., and 
the second troupe is in the 24th 
week of a Chicago engagement. 





Olympiad a Flop | 
For Finn Showmen 


By TOM VAN DYCKE 


Helsinki, July 29. 

From everybody’s point of view, 
except that of the Finnish govern- 
ment, the Finnish people and the 
American newshawks covering the 
games, this year’s Olympiad held in 
Helsinki was a great success. 

The spectators saw extraordinar- 
ily keen competition and records 
fall with almost monotonous regu- 
larity. According to the Olympic 
Organization Committee, the box 
office take showed hefty figures, 
all in the black. The 70,000-seat 
stadium was sold out clean on four 
of the eight days of the track and 
field meet. The stands for the} 
basketball, boxing, swimming and | 
soccer events were likewise heavily 
attended. On those days the Sta- 
dium didn’t go clean it was only a 


left in the racks, And these were 
(Continued on page 16) 


‘Ozark Walking Preacher’ 
Settles for Another $6,000 





| In Disk Defamation Suit 


vention & Visitors Bureau. In 8/7 » m,. and his AM 15-minuter later | 


St. Louis, Aug. 5. 

Rev. Guy Howard, “The Walk- 
ing Preacher of the Ozarks,” last 
week won his second joust in court 
when he settled for $6,000 dam- 
ages in suits totaling $80,000 for al- 
leged defamation of character over 
a controversial record that was 
played over the radio. The settle- 
ment in the local circuit court was 
against the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers. Gil Newsome, dise jock at sta- 
tion KWK, with three record firms 

(Continued on page 55) 


Biz Upbeat Seen Convincing Majors 
NI TUNE SHOWS, To Unleash Top Px 


Prospects for the approaching | , 


at Summer's Heat 


Dearth of important product that 
| has regularly marked early summer 
| release slates of major distribs ap- 
pears likely to be somewhat alle- 
viated next year. Pattern of biz 
during the past couple months has 
convinced the companies that re- 
lease of at least some top product 
during the dog days might prove 
profitable and is worth trying. 

Distribs are still chary of sending 
out big pix in May and June, when 
the first rays of the summer sun 
and the attraction of the outdoors 
prove overwhelming to many pa- 
trons. However, it has also become 
evident that television has _ so 
changed the patterns of the film biz 
that the time has come for some 
revolutionary thinking 

With the top tele shows off the 
air during the hot weather, distribs 
see a chance to cash in on the lack 
of competition from the for-free 
medium. ’ Some of them foresee 
the May-to-September period, as a 
matter of fact, as eventually prov- 
ing the best stretch of the year for 
|theatres, particularly with virtual- 
ly all houses now air-conditioned. 

Study of release slates over the 
| past half-dozen years indicates a 
trend toward sending the biggies 
into distribution earlier and earlier. 
| They used to be held for the Labor 
| Day weekend break, with the entire 
|summer stanza pretty much devoid 
|of important product. Gradually 
|more and more pix began to go out 
in mid-August, and then early Au- 
gust, and finally in late July. 

The war and air conditioning 
started that trend even before ef- 
|fects of TV began to be felt. Dur- 
|ing the war, biz was so good that 
weather made no difference. And 
then with the universality of arti- 
(Continued on page 55) 


Pkilly’s 1951 Beaut 
| Wants That 106 She 
Sez She Never Got 


Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 


Peggy Ramsdale, nitery singer 


that his 6:45 p.m. video stint will few of the choice pews that were anq “Miss Greater Philadelphia of 


1951,” has filed suit in Common 
Pleas Court here seeking $10,000 
for prizes allegedly promised her 
but never received as the winner 
of last year’s beauty contest. 

The Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce was named as the defendant 
by the 21-year-old chanteuse, who 
stated she did not receive the col- 
lege scholarship, a two-week trip 
to Florida, a complete wardrobe 
and a trip to Atlantic City, all of 
which she said were promised her. 
| Miss Ramsdale was picked last 
Aug. 3, in the finals at the Earle 
Theatre, to represent this city in 
the “Miss America” pageant. Her 
attorney said all the singer ever 
|received was a silver loving cup, 
which “was supposed to have $100 
in it.” The cup allegedly passed 
\through so many hands by the .ime 
it reached Miss Ramsdale “all that 
jwas left was $13.” 








a 


hu 


eS 










MISCELLANY 


VARIETY 





Venice 


By ROBERT F. HAWKINS + 


Venice, Aug. 5. | Hutton’s ‘Danny Deal’ 


Prelim activity at the 13th Ven- 
ice Film Festival gets under way 
Friday (8) with the opening of two 
minor sections, the 4th Annual Fes- | 
tival of Films for Children, and the Betty 
third International Exhibit of the | pounds sterling (about $16,100) | 


e éTte >] 
Scientific Films and Art Documen- om sek for a three-week stand Ch | F 
per wee V 
at the London Palladium, starting e a ler ire 


Aug. 20 and running through Sept. 
10. There are 27 nations participat- 
ing in the preliminary fetes, with | husband, 
150 pix running in the art and| Engiand and stage the act which | 
wlli be substantially the same turn “Full Fire’ (Plein Feu), bi ; ; 
she offered. at the Palace in New|Maurice Chevalier spectacle, | eners but the delegates themselves enjoy their modified ma; 


scientipix section, and 50 in the 
moppet show. U.S. is entering 18 
films in the children’s festival, and | york. 
has a total of 20 running in the! 
art and science classes. Of these 
latter, 11 are State Dept. entries. Glasgow 
So far 13 countries plus Italy are | , 
booked for the main show, but last- | 
minute entries may increase the ° ° ; enn = : cS 
Nations entered so far in- Palm Springs Hotelier Fhansted when. Yue Aatec went 000 listeners? How else can they be photographed grappling for a 
clude Argentina, Brezil, Belgium, 
Philippines, France, Germany, Ja- 
xyreat Britain, Mexico, Nor- 
Spain, Sweden, U.S., and| 
Last-named will show four 
features, Roberto’ Rossellini’s ‘Eu- 
rope 1951” with Ingrid Bergman; 


Other selections have yet to be 
revealed officially, but France will | 
probably enter Rene Clair’s “Belles 
Nuit” and Christian-Jaque’s | the Canadians play that up. 
(Continued on page 48) Food is surprisingly lower in 


Film Fete Prelims Start 
This Week: 14 Countries Send Pix) sist?’ 'Sserd?ha 


35th and 25th Annis 

Gladys and Frank M. Fol- 
som celebrated their 35th 
wedding anniversary yesterday 


their 25th marital milestone 
last Friday (1). 





taries. These two run through Aug. 
18, with the Festival proper, de- 


‘ Sept. 29 as a prelude to a tour of 

to feature films, opening | the British provinces. Deal is the 

same as that given Danny Kaye. 
Charles O’Curran, Miss Hutton’s 


percentage deals. 


The Radio Corp. of Ameri- 
ca president made it a family 
affair; the Loew’s, Inc, prexy 

° took 25 intimate friends and 
For Palladium Date business associates to El Mo- 


rocco for the occasion. 





Hollywood, Aug. 5. | cael 
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SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully $44999+46+44045 


Hollywood. 
Radio and teievision gabbers are becoming quite skilled at devising 


locks for garages after the cars have been stolen. The weeks following 
the national conventions have found the air cluttered wit) schemes 
designed to save the country less expensively than methods presently 
employed. These roundtable discussions generally agree tha: 
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Hutton will get 5,750 | 





will accompany her to| ; 
aris, Aug. 9. 


|closed at Empire here Saturda 


After the Palladium, she'll play (2) after less than a four-mont 
Manchester, Liverpool, Birming-|run. Elaborate revue produced b 


e other lobbies seem like an’ opening act on the old Percy Williams 
150G Paris Foldo circuit. The train, plane and bus lobbies would be screaming fo, <« the 
P 





primaries and direct elections of Presidents would solve th¢ By 
best. . 

How towns that live on hotel trade would react to such a change is 
easy to imagine. They would move in on Washington and make all 


sidies if such a thing happened. ¥ 

Indeed the delegations themselves would fight it. They like these 
g junkefs. Their hoarse and cracked voices may sound painful to list. 
tyrdom, 
: It’s the Olympic games for those who don’t like the taste of Seryt 


y 


an, 
Besides, haven't an army of unidentified doctors told them just what 


and Dublin on straight | Pierre Louis-Guerin opened April | brand of cigaret to smoke to heal their tired tracheas? 





and “The Unforgettable Canada. 


of Nagasaki.” “Ghengis worth 95c here, and American 
Khan” is the Philippine entry. Nor- 
present ‘“Andrine and injured. Hotel managers aver it’s 


affected 





Continuing the decline of pre- 
vious months, theatre admission | 
tax collections during June totaled | against U 
$23,039,000, off 12% from the same |};°. _ : 
month of 1951, Bureau of Internal 
Revenue reported yesterday. Taxes | 
collected on roof gardens and cab- | 

totaling $3,297,000, regis-| 
tered a decline of 8.6% from June DOLORES GRAY SCORES 
of last year. | 

Reflecting reduced sales of TV | AT LONDON PALLADIUM 
sets, taxes on radios, phonographs, | 
etc., totaled $8,164,000, a drop of | 
about $1,600,000 from June, 1951. 
Taxes on phonograph records were 
also down, June receipts totaling 
$446,000 compared to $506,000 a 


restaurant 
yet prices 


E?itor, VARIETY: The 
Olden Days” (‘Cines), “The All America is on the road with 
White Sheik” and “The Bandit of | more California cars in Canada 
Tacca Di Lupo” (Lux). Great Brit- | than can 
ain has entered Anthony Asquith’s 
“The Importance of Being Ernest,” | we've tr 
“Brave Don’t Cry” and “Mandy.” | seething. 
has listed “The Life of counted from 3 to 5% all through | 


Americans across the 3,000 miles 


pride mor 


Americans. 
Prices are on a par with U.S.A. 
Only saving is the luxury tax and 


124 and did okay biz until heat} How and where else will little people be able to demand 2 pol} 


pou @ 


| wave hit in mid-June. Grosses had | their delegations and announce their names to an audience of 70.000. 


been nervous since but biz was 


into the show for two-week stretc . \ 
Geo. Brown (Ex-Par) On in early July. Since then, b.o. had |inations have closed? How else can Mickey Rooneys from 


° ° been up and dow n, not ‘good Rico lend unconscious comedy to a rollcall, and one-man delegations 
US Tourism in Canada enough for show’s high running 
e o . 
cost that demanded nightly capac- 


Calgary. ity. 


of $150,000. Show nicked backer 
possibly be home. 
avelled thus far are Rergere and Casino de Paris. 
All U. S. dollars are dis- “Fire” had 


; gent, including Paul Godkin, show’ 
Our dollar is generally 


e than the pocketbook is 


their trade from. the 


dance star, who had second bill 


Huston film, “Moulin Rouge.” 
s, generally pretty good, 
in, the markets are very | 5. guarantee and _ percentage 


“ej algarv it’ U. S. offers are reportedly forth ‘ : . 
Here in Calgary it's hot when coming for the pence enor ler its| _ Most of these delegates imagine they are talking to crowds on a hill- 
70°. Hailed the other) oo. who up to now has been de-| Side in places where rural electrification has not yet been installed. 


it reaches 


s — 

| day, yet this is summer and pleas- | ~. , 

In June Decline |antly dry. People are more like | nied admittance there. 
| Americans he c : ; : tase at o 

; . could have been a man in a dungeon for all his words meant to 
clothes influence apparent every-|tober when Marquis de Cuevas | - g 3 

where. Vic 
more British, even to speech. 


Washington, Aug. 5. 


Canada 


line Amer 
(Continued on page 47) 


with the Hollywood | Empire remains dark until Oc 


toria and Vancouver are | ballet troupe goes in. 





press is a bit peevish | 


S. papers. They head- | GLENN FORD SCORES 


ican news here—politi- 





ily with a 
|off after a 


| claimed. 
| Crompton, 





Margaret Truman will be Jim- | 
my Durante’s special guest when | 
the comedian resumes his NBC-TV | 
shows on Sept. 20. 





Hollywood, Aug. 5. 


comic; Cat 
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Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Temperamental 


loss is figured at upward to possibly new audiences. “The Virgin Islands delegation casts it 
for initial $250,000 to open, and 
was armed to run a year or more aki 
as is policy of rival houses, Folies- Better than cutting to the chase by pitching for the direct election of 


large U. S. contin- 


Chevalier heads for Rio de 
Janeiro for a month’s engagement } 


h mike and making nominating speeches on a roll-call long after nom- 
Puerto 
from the Virgin Islands project their kind of corn on the grain mer. 
chants of Chicago? How else can such characters say time after time, 


S one 
vote unanimously for the greatest general in the history of this great 


republic, the great crusader Dwight D. Eisenhower?” 


Ss 


Presidents, the commentators might give courses to these quarter- 


horses on how to conserve their voices. George Hicks, for instance, could 
s 


choreographer and lead male explain to these tyros that the smallest, softest voice can be brought 
dancer; Amru Sany, Fred Sanborn, | up to sound like thunder by sound engineers. When delegates thunder, 
Warren, Latona, Sparks team, Jane | the engineer, to protect his own ears and those of his listeners, has to 
Caples and Ben Yost Singers, plus 
American male chorus, Empire ; j : ‘ 
Boys. Colette Marchand, French speaker fast growing hoarse whose voice hits soprano and basso on 


tune down the noise. He has no device, however, for smoothing out a 


-| alternate words, or disappears altogether as he nears the end of what 


|ing after Chevalier, is in the John | he hoped would be an impassioned and persuasive speech. 


Even an oldtimer like H. V. Kaltenborn (74) could teach them how 
to hold out for 12 hours at a stretch on a week-long marathon without 
sounding like a croaking bullfrog. Why, even Phil Regan sang all 


|high, especially fruit and veg-)| iranen tn Gad ; io in eae No | Week for the Demos and sounded in better voice at the end than he 
usemen axes | etables. | thence to Germany In the fail. “° | did at the beginning because he had been trained in voice control. 


They start out like muleskinners and end like dying swans. Before 
_|the Hon. Paul A. Dever reached halfway through his keynote address 
those listening to him in well-cushioned homes. He was a candidate, 
but his theme song sounded like “They're hanging Danny Dever in 
the morning.” 

Bob Murphy peddled more commercials during the two conventions 
| than there are refrigerators, radios and television sets in all the free 


ACTOR TEMPERAMENT | As tor the deiceates, 1 met some of them a week later and they stl 


| sounded like whispering hopes. Unless they recover by September 


| they won’t be able to talk to the voters in their districts loud enough 


stars — wh ‘to hold the votes of their own families. 
“don't feel the part is big enough 


for them”—are now a drug on the | he, too, showed no voice strain when retailing the day’s news for his 


I caught Elmer Davis after all the oratorical orgies were over and 


London, Aug. 5. | Market, and the industry can’t af-| ABC listeners from coast to coast. These men owe it as a patriotic 


dozen songs and bowed | ABC commentator Bill Tusher. 
begoff speech. Singer However, there's a difference be- 


, |is a big fave here, having been | tween temperament and good judg- 
30, 1952, taxes. on theatre ‘admis. | S80! Masse pa Pie Binge Bigg md pe sag Rig ome Phra 
sions brought in revenues to the i eee 1 
government of $330,782,000, a de- | Un Several Seasons ago. 
crease of about $16,000,000 or 5% 

from the previous fiscal year. 


Margaret’s TV Return 


of “Annie Get Your | serve the right to refuse question- 
able scripts. ‘Temperament is just 


The Deep River Boys were ac-|an excuse for bad manners,” he 
U. S. ballerina Nanci | said. “If another person on another 


in British debut, was |job pulled this thing called tem- 


| neatly received for her intricate | perament he wouldn't last a day. 
and well executed terps. Also in | Same thing should apply to actors. 
Palladium preem was Winifred At- | The motion picture business just | 
well, whose pianoisms registered. | can’t afford to put up with tem- 

Others on the bill are Hall, Nor- | perament today. It’s a lot of non- 
man & Ladd, British comedy in- | sense.” However, Ford defended 
strumentalists; Al Burnett, local | Rita Hayworth, his “Affair in Trini- 
( é ‘sony Bros., European ,@ad” co-star, opining she had 
President’s daughter is cutting | balancers; Leslie Randall, British | Passed the acid test of popularity. 


short her current European trip to | comedian, and Allen Bros. & June, | “She's a good sport, a very nice 
be back here in time for the show. ' adagio dancers. 





person, a very colorful person, a 
| hard worker. So she has moods. 
Doesn't any woman have moods?” 
he added. 


Ford qualified his remarks by 
| insisting that players should have 
| the right to protect their careers 
by rejecting scripts they don’t like. 


Selena Royle Rebuffed 


8/6 









One Year 
Two Years 










Fresno, Cal., Aug. 5. 
| Actress Selena Royle was po- 
litely rebuffed by officials at the 
state convention of the American 
Legion when she requested time to 
demand an answer to an “open let- 
ter” asking the veterans’ organiza- 































| questionable loyalty list sent stu- 
| dios. She has not yet had answer | 
| to the letter. 


_ Officials told her it was impos- 


New York 36, N. Y. |} sible to revise the agenda to give 


}her time for a speech. 


At Cal. Legion Meet! 


‘in one day. Even those who fell for double-features have found out 


Headlining the Palladium’s new | ford to put up with them, actor | duty to teach the political pros how to train for marathons. 
bill, which teed off yesterday |Glenn Ford asserted in an adlib 
|(Mon.), Dolores Gray scored heav- | interview Sunday night (3) with 


They have some among their number who might be added to such 
a faculty, notably the retiring Veepee Alben “Everyready” Barkley 
and the long retired Ex-Prez Herbert Hoover. They began softly and 
worked themselves to a Garrison finish with plenty of voice to spare. 


Barkley showed another trick that few speakers know. If inter- 
rupted by applause he didn’t reach for a glass of water. He found out 
long ago that water will not cool or heal hot pipes, though bourbon 
might. Denied the one, he shunned the other and finished like a 
champ. Moreover, he was the only one who talked to an audience 
instead of to a script. He knew his opening and he knew his closing 
and he didn’t bother to memorize what went in between. If he came 
| to his end before he intended and he very well might have, he didnt 
go back. He quit right there. 


| This is a trick that even scriptwriters for Hollywood studios have 
not learned. All too often their scenarios come to a climax and then 
begin all over again. I have often argued that the most beautiful words 
|in the English language are “And in conclusion.” But the sad fact re- 
|mains that many speakers go on for hours after they have uttered 
those comforting words. 


There’s a romantic school of critics that believes radio and partic- 
ularly television can detect a phoney better than unwired eyes and cars. 
This is a laughable skill to attribute to electronics, but it has quite a 
large following. It is quite possible, of course, that a closeup can 
exaggerate whether a man is talking from his heart or merely fol- 
lowing a ghostwriter’s script, but if the mechanization of sound-pro- 
jection could differentiate between true and false, the whole profes- 
sion of acting would be destroyed. 


It isn’t merely that these agencies for the transmission of sound 
and images buckle on being ordered to transmit oldfashioned round- 
house oratory. It’s that spellbinding is no longer welcomed by even 
hfllbillies. 

To say that Stevenson and Eisenhower will be welcomed becausé 
they know the merits of understatement and underplay their parts 
| is merely to say that they have followed the modern school of act!ng. 
Even circus shills and barkers do not operate as they used to. They, 
|too, have learned to talk less like a parody of the late Bill Fields 
_and more like Sir Laurence Olivier. They have observed how radio 
,and TV commercials are sold and have dropped the flamboyant 
gesture, the declamations and the emotional appeal, for they, ‘°° 








_—~ now with microphones. 
aski ; , : , e of the 
Slen  S& had imeteded her on c' a conventions need more than abolition is a knowledg 


w of diminishing returns. Almost every field of entertainmen) 
(and even marathon races come under this head) long ago pealise 
that from two to four hours are about all normal people can stan 









by now that the saturation point of interest was reached after t“° 


hours. After that you were catering to zombies and those trying ‘° 
catch up on their sleep. 



















































mat? 4) 


Tl noawmownr’sd ss 


—— 


— 
-= 


— 7s ~.I9O @ CO 


~« 


eS ee oe 




























2 

— 
: 
id. 

Sing 
Ving 
‘Meg 
Ntly 


rect 


em 


ut 





CLICK 


Wednesday, August 6, 1952 








PICTURES 2 














_—_—— 


presen 
time of the 


poy thin. 


gins to wear 
ing to seasone n 
exceptionally strong biz. 
provemen 
all the wa 
subsequent runs, 
the Jesser product, too. 


the 


Caution on Biz Upturn 


t upturn in theatre grosses is a “normal phenomenon” for 
year, when the lure of sun, beach and countryside be- 
Hypoed jingle at the till is principally encourag- 
d film men because there are so many pix doing 
That’s a reflection, of course, of an im- 
t in product that naturally augurs good and will be felt 
y down the line, not only as the big pix filter through to 
1 but in increased interest in pix that always helps 


PIX BOOST NATION'S B.O. 





RELAXED HEAT 
ALD BIG 














While taking encouragement from the fact that hot pix at the 


bo. are now racking up more coin than ever before, industry ob- 


servers ¢ 
years. They 


are not losing sight of the experience of the past few 
know that top video shows are currently off the air 


and when they return in September and October they are very 
likely again to make a dent in pic grosses. That happened in 1950 
and 1951, and only the extra-strong product now around gives 
hope that the effect will be lessened this stanza. 

z since the beginning of 1952 has been up and down compared 


TD: 
Dia wees 


with a year previous, with overall estimates indicating that it is 


probably about 


5% down in the aggregate. 


January was about 


even with 1951, February was behind until the end, when grosses 
moved ahead for a short time; March and April were about the 
same as the 12 months previous, and then there was a more severe 
than normal dropoff. That continued until a few weeks ago. Severe 
hot weather across much of the country hurt. It appears to have 
helped a while, particularly midweek, when air-conditioned theatres 
provided a convenient cooling-off place, but weekends have been 
sad. Also, as the hot spell became protracted, people apparently 
got even too*sluggish to hike to a theatre to cool off and so biz 


slipped 








Limiting Trust Testimony to 3 Years 
Seen Big Boost to H wood in FCC Quiz 





Decision by the Federal Commu-+? 


nications Commission last week to 
eliminate from TV licensing hear- 
ings all testimony regarding anti- 
trust violations that occurred more 
than three years previously is seen 
by film attorneys as of great sig- 
nificance to the pie industry. It 
will be of major importance in the 
hearings on large-screen theatre 
channels slated for October and in 
any future effort by film companies 
to get into tele. 

The FCC ukase was handed down 
in the present packaged hearings 
on Paramount’s request for renew- 
al of its license for KTLA, Los An- 
geles, and of United Paramount 
Theatres and American Broadcast- 
ing Co. to merge. Decision is, of 
course, of tremendous significance 
in these cases. 

[Other details of FCC decision in 
the TV section.] 

_Hearings on the Par and ABC- 
UPT issues had been running for 
months and promised to go a good 
deal longer, while FCC attornéys 
questioned and  cross-questioned 
dozens of witnesses on Par and 
UPA antitrust violations dating 
back more than 25 years. 

_The FCC ordered the Par and 
UPT-ABC hearings back to exami- 
her Leo Resnick, Since there have 
been ho antitrust offenses charged 
against Par since 1948—it’s not 
even a defendant in the Govern- 
Ment’s recent 16m _ suit—strong 

‘Continued on page 18) 





Rembusch Charges Trust 
Suit Is Payoff to TV For 
Deino Conclave Coverage 


t Telecasters intentionally saw to 
that coverage of the Democrats’ 
national convention was of higher 
cuore than lensing of the GOP 


’ lac, sas 
ornate, \l's charged by a group 
* fim exhibs im Indiana. 

[Other 


ie developments on 
ust suit on pages 5 and 19.] 


“ssertion was made by Trueman 
te Gomach, prez of Allied Thea- 
"a rt apa of Indiana, in a letter 
McGrane? paeneral James P. 

“ahery. Rapping the Depart- 


to eo antitrust Suit which seeks 
TY, Memeieenat licensing of films to | 
action =a commented that the 
ittween "P ies a definite tie-up 
ibseness ne hierarchy. of the 
ly, television ane Ge Menage: 
by pin bi oclusion was reached 
edge of wo with expert knowl- 
Making Production values after 
Superior te Comparison of the 
Biven the Semaeal programming 
Vention a. mocratic Natiogal con- 


compared with that 


Biv 
en to the Republican National 


Convent ion,” 


16m | 


Wald, RKO Part Oct. 31 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Jerry Wald is definitely leaving 
RKO Oct. 31, expiration date of 
his contract, but won’t start nego- 
tiations with other studios on pos- 
sible deals until after that date. 
He’s putting “Size 12,” his final 
picture for RKO, before the cam- 
eras at the end of August on a 
six-week schedule. 

He expects film to wind up in 
mid-October, but any left unfin- 
ished by his contract expiration 
date he'll finish off the lot, he in- 
dicated. 


Rackmil Paid 
By Both Decca, U; 
Gets Disk Co. Cut 


Milton R. Rackmil in his dual 
role of prexy of Universal and 
Decca is also now on the payroll 
of both companies. With his ac- 
cession to the top U post several 
weeks ago, he began drawing a 
salary which is described as “com- 
paratively modest.” At the same 
time his Decca salary was ‘“‘adjust- 
ed downward.” 

Size of the U wage and the cut 
in the amount from the diskery are 
both being kept under wraps at the 
moment. They'll both be revealed 
shortly, however, under Securities 
& Exchange Commission regula- 
tions which require filing of sala- 





directors. ; 
Rackmil’s salary at Decca has 
been $85,000 a year. Nate J. Blum- 


(Continued on page 16) 





Krim Off to Europe 
To See New Indie Pix 


Arthur B. Krim, United Artists 
prez, wings to Europe Friday (8) 
for a three-week glance at indie 


for UA distribution. He also may 
line up some new deals. 


“Rough Shoot” in England. 

UA head’s itinerary includes 
Paris where the script has been 
completed on “Via Flaminia,” 
which Anatole Litvak will produce 





Krim may also visit Rome. 


ries and contracts of officers and | 


product being lensed or prepped | 


where | 


Krim will visit London 
Sam Spiegel has “Melba” ready to 
roll. Also, British film-maker | 


Raymond Stross is set to go with | 


Flock of click films and a letup 
|in flash-furnace mercury readings 
in numerous areas are combining 
to give the film business across the 
| country a firmer tone 

Boxoffice activity began to perk 
up early last month but the im- 
provement was still short of the 


} 
| 
| 
} 


ence Day holiday last year. How- 
ever, marked gains have been 
made over the past 10 days, and 
trade execs see indications mainly 
in the calibre of future product, 
that it will continue. 

Torrid temperatures again could 
put a damper on this, of course. 
Circuit execs relate that intensely 
hot weather hypoes midweek busi- 
ness at key-city first-runs. Per- 
sons in town, for one thing, give 
a play to the air-conditioned com- 
fort of the pic palaces. 
heat is murder on the weekends. 
It cuts down on tourist traffic and 
| generally keeps each city’s natives 
at home or sends them off to the 
resorts. 

Theatre ops stated this week that 
the upturn is not entirely uni- 
form, that there's still a b.o. slump 








HELP 


Film Companies Exnect Record 
$130,000,000 Income From Abroad 





| Goldwyn, Jr., Into Telefilms 


Samuel Goldwyn, Jr., who is to 
be released from the Army in 
about a month, is hoping to get 
into production of television pix. 
He has been in New York for the 


strides taken around the Independ- | Past several weeks and has spoken 


to people in the vidpix fields re- 


| garding his plans. 


But the 





| with much of the product in circu- | 


lation. It’s added, though, that the 
| number of pix which are raking in 
| tall coin is growing fast. 
Two facets of the overall up- 
trend are found particularly en- 
(Continued on page 18) 


‘Par’s Billings Last Week 
Among Tops in History; 





Pix-biz-is-here-to-stay note: 
Paramount’s billings last 
; were among the highest in the 
company’s history. They totalled 
| slightly above $1,200,000. That sur- 
passed last Christmas week and 
was the tallest since last Septem- 
ber’s “Paramount Week,” when 
close to $2,000,000 was racked up. 

The annual “Paramount Week,” 
however, is a special drive period, 
with the whole sales force con- 
centrated on getting maximum 
bookings and assuring that every 
theatre in the U. S. plays one of 
the company’s features, shorts or 
newsreels. It’s always top week of 
the year and not comparable to 
an average seven-day period, such 
as last week’s. 

An important part of the past 
stanza’s income was derived from 

(Continued on page 55) 


week 





i Sive workers 


Soars Above $1,200,000 


| ington at the end of March. At that 
itime the Legion said it had lists 


Young Goidwyn was 


into the Army after start of the 


Korean war and assigned to a pic- 
ture-making berth at General | 
Eisenhower's headquarters near | 


Paris. He was about to produce a 
film under his father’s aegis when 
the Army call came. 


Film Toppers, 
Legion Execs 





Set N.Y. Meet 


Eric Johnston and prexies of the 
major companies will hold their 
second meeting with American Le- 
gion execs next Monday (11) on 
the Legion’s charges anent subver- 
in Hollywood. Ses- 
sion will be held in New York, 
with James F. O’Neil, editor of the 
American Legion magazine 
director of publications, repping 
the vets’ group. 

Meeting will be in contrast to 
the original get-together in Wash- 


of more than 200 Hollywoodites of 
whom it was suspicious. Agreement 


| was reached by which the names 


(Continued on page 18) 





Mpls. Deluxer Grossed 
$9; Gets Tax Deduction 


Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 

The deluxe i,000-seat Edina, su- 
burban theatre, grossed only $9 last 
Monday 27) and $300 for three 
days starting on Sunday. its owner, 
Ben Friedman, told the tax board. 

After hearing Friedman and his 
attorney, S. D. Kane, declare that 
TV has shot the theatre business to 
pieces and paint a black picture 
generally, the board voted unani- 





|mously to grant a 20% reduction. 
| Taxes last year amounted to $3,178. 








atres over the country, started 
{three or four weeks ago, continues 


| this session, with the launching of | 


some additional, strong product. 
Neither the heat nor other sum- 


mer factors are slowing down biz 
currently. 

“Jumping Jacks”.(Par) is holding 
|No. 1 spot for third consecutive 
week by a hefty margin. It ranges 


|from good to terrific in some 14 
key cities covered by VARIETY. 
“High Noon” (UA), which was 


second last week, the first session | 


out in distribution, again is taking 
}second spot, with many additional 
, bookings swelling the total. 

| “Lovely To Look At” (M-G) 
again is winding up third while 
“Will Rogers” (WB) has come from 
way back on the list to cop fourth. 
Fifth money goes to “Robin Hood” 
(RKO-Disney), long high among 
| the winners. Sixth position goes to 
“We're Not Married” (20th), with 
“Greatest Show” (Par), now out on 
popscale runs, a close seventh. 

| “Don’t Bother To Knock” (20th) 
‘is winding up eighth while “Island 
lof Desire’ (UA) will be ninth. 
|“King Kong” (RKO) 


| 
{ 


and direct, and where John Hus- |“Dream of Jeanie” (Rep) round out 
ton now has “Moulin Rouge” 
| production. 


in | the top 12 list in that order. “Scar- | 
amouche” (M-G), “Anybody Seen 


(reissue), | okay 
“Francis To West Point” (U) and | (RKO) 


National Boxoffice Survey 


1st-Run Trade Still Sock; ‘Jacks’ Champ 3d Week | 
In Row, ‘Noon’ 2d, ‘Lovely’ 3d, ‘Rogers’ 4th 


Creek” (U) are the runner-up pix 
in that sequence. 


+ 


recalled | 


and | 


Barring prospects of devaluation, 
| American film companies will re- 
ceive more income from abroad in 
| 1952 than in any previous year in 
industry history. Receipts now ap- 
pear certain to top by at least 
$5,000,000 the record $125,000,000 
| Of last year 
| Indicative of the heavy coin that 
ithe Yank firms have been receiv- 
ing is the split of about $1,750,000 
in lump sum melons slated by the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
for this week and next. Going to 
the companies this week is $1,000,- 
000 derived from Sweden and Fin- 
land, while next week they'll get 
another approximately $250,000 
from Sweden and Norway and 
about $500,000 from Indonesia 
The Scandinavian windfalls re- 
sult from “compensation” deals. 
They are barter arrangements by 
which the MPAA international di- 
vision arranges to take frozen 
funds and transfer them via ex- 
change of goods between one or 
more countries until the coin is 
| finally turned into dollars in New 
| York. 
The Indonesian receipts result 
|from success of the MPAA in ob- 
(Continuéd on page 18) 





‘Italo Producers Losing 
That Arty Touch in Bid 
For U.S. Video—Davis 


French producers are still turn- 
ling out pictures geared to require- 
|ments of American art houses, but 
| Italian film-makers, in what ap- 
| pears to be an attempt to crack 
ithe mass U. S. market, have “gune 
| Hoilywood.” That’s the opinion of 
foreign film distributor Arthur 
| Davis, who has just returned from 
|a six-week European trip on a hunt 
\for fresh product. 

In attending screenings of some 
48 Italian and French pictures, 
Davis said that many of the Italo 
films featured “slick sets” and soap 
;opera stories. He added that they 
| seemed to have been made with 
lan eye toward ultimate dubbing for 

A®erican TV stations. A few failed 


(Continued on page 20) 
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Several big newcomers, which | |} —— i 
| undoubtedly will be heard from Vol.187 «Sr No. 9 | 
plenty in the future, are not in- in Bes Seda 
cluded in this week’s ratings be- ||| 
‘cause they’re just starting in key INDEX : 
cities. “Ivanhoe” (M-G) falls into No. 9 | 
this category, hitting a new non- ee ee ee te A 47 
holiday record at N. Y. nae por Chatter .....cee sce oii 54 | 
and being great in Cleveland anc a iy ee . 
Frisco. “Affair in Trinidad” (Col) ||| Film Reviews ........+-. 6 
is similarly situated, rated terrific House Reviews ....+.++:: 48 
jin N. Y., Chi and Frisco. Inside Legit .....+++e0+: 52 
“Son of Paleface” (Par) also Inside Music Sow peseeeeene 43 
looms a big winner, being smash Inside Pictures .......-. iS 
on Chi preem. “Big Sky” (RKO), | Inside Radio ccceeeeeees 32 
also launched in Chi, is rated big. Inside Television ....... 34 
“World in Arms” (U), playing its International weErTirty? |. 12 
first eastern dates, is big in Detroit Legitimate ......++e+4++ 49 
and great leader in Phillip. “Car- || Literati eeeeeeeeees OD 
rie” (Par), also new, is big in N. Y. Music see ee wees 31 
and good in Philly. New Acts . vs+e 48 
“Diplomatic Courier” (20th), Night Club Reviews 46 
mild in Boston, is sock in Philly Obituaries 55 
and big in Cincinnati. “Glory Al-| | Pictures ... Le veeees 3 
\ley” (M-G) is getting ao place on Radio-Television ......... 23 
current stanza. “Stolen Face” (Lip), ||| Radio-Reviews ........--. 30 
pleasing in Minneapolis, is okay in||| Record Reviews .....-.. 38 
Detroit and Louisville. ||| Frank Scully .......+++- 2 
“Run for Money” (U), shapes | || Television Reviews ...... 26 
| in Boston. “Wild Heart” ||| TV-Films ...........++-. 21 
is good in St. Louis. ||| Vaudeville . -.+... & 
|“Dreamboat” (20th) continues ! —— ane yaaety 0OS~*# 


| sock in second week at N. Y. Roxy. 
(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 


My Gal” (U) and “Duel on Silver | Pages 8-9) 
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Martin-Lewis- Jacks’ Tops July B.0., 


‘College’ 2d, ‘Scaramouche’ 3d, Pat 4th 


Comedies _and spectacular pic- 


tures were winners at the nation’s 
boxoffice in July, the first five big- 
gest grosses falling into that cate- 


gory. With several signs pointing 


to an upbeat at the wickets, includ- 
ing a very big July 4 weekend, the 
outstanding feature of last month’s 
film biz was the strong showings 
made by many productions despite 
record heat and both the GOP and 
Dems’ national conventions. 


Although getting started after 
the middle of July, “Jumping 
Jacks” (Par) took a toehold on 
first place last month, according to 
teports from VARIETY correspond- 
ents in 25 key cities. The Martin- 
Lewis comedy edged out “Work- 
ing Her Way Through College” 
(WB), which was a strong second. 
“Jacks” in numerous spots was 
running ahead of “That’s My Boy” 
and in others about even or just 
a bit better than “Sailor Beware,” 
previous M-L comedies for Part 


A screen adaptation of “Male 
Animal,” the draw of “College” 
became evident country-wise early 
last month. It wound up first in 
weekly boxoffice returns two weeks 
in July and never dipped below 
fifth. Pie is one of top grossers 
in some time from WB. 

Despite its initial disappointing 
pace in some of the bigger keys, 
“Scaramouche” (M-G) perked to 
grab third position by a large mar- 
gin nationally. “Pat and Mike” 
(M-G), with a hefty assist. from 
the drawing power of Spencer 
Tracy, copped fourth. This Tracy- 


Snaper, Kirsch Huddle 


Wilbur Snaper, president of Al- 
lied States Assn., will be in Chi- 
cago next week to huddle with 
'Allied’s convention committee, 
‘headed by Jack Kirsch, on the 
org’s upcoming national conclave. 





July’s Golden Dozen 


. “Jumping Jacks” (Par). 
“Working College” (WB). 

. “Searamouche” (M-G). 

. “Pat and Mike” (M-G). 
“Rob. Hood” (RKO-Disney). 
. “Lovely Look At” (M-G). 

. “Francis to West Point” (U). 
. “Clash By Night” (RKO). 

. “Winning Team” (WB). 

10. “King Kong” (RKO). 

11. “Diplomatic Courier” (20th). 
12. “Lydia Bailey” (20th). 


COIA" pone 








Todd's ‘Venice to 
Test Theatre TV 
For Future Legit 


Experimental theatre television 
pickup of a part of Mike Todd’s 
“Night in Venice” tomorrow night 
(Thurs.) is expected to determine 
largely .what course big-screen 
video entrepreneurs will follow in 
staging entertainment shows for 
their medium. Considerable differ- 
ence of opinion exists over whether 
a show staged for a live legit audi- 
ence will be equally good for thea- 
tre TV. 





| 


Plans for a half-hour pickup of | 


Allied toppers will tee off the 
get-together with a board meeting 
Nov. 15-16. Regular convention, 
at the Morrison Hotel, Chi, fol- 
lows. 


Mike Todd Splits 
| With Cinerama 


Michael Todd is no longer asso- 
|ciated with Cinerama, the tri-di- 
|mensional type projection system 
| which will go on view at the Broad- 
| way Theatre, N. Y., in September. 
| Dudley Roberts, Jr., prez of Cine- 
; rama, Inc., disclosed this week that 
|the Broadway showman has re- 
‘tained no financial] or other inter- 
Ne in the project. 
| Lowell Thomas, who was asso- 
| ciated with Todd in Thomas-Todd, 
|the predecessor company to Cin- 
|}erama, Inc., is chairman of the 
| board of the new corporation. He 
|and Todd together were originally 
|charged with the making of the 
film for exhibition by Cinerama. 

Roberts, a Wall Streeter who is 
now giving virtually his entire at- 
tention to Cinerama, said that re- 
lations with Todd were amicable. 
He explained that the producer 
may contribute to the publicity and 
exploitation if he sees fit, but that 
|a new publicity rep was now be- 
ing hired. Todd was mentioned as 














Hepburn starrer was fifth in the; part of the first act of the show are| doing special promotion for Cin- 


June national boxoffice sweep- 
stakes. 

“Robin Hood” ‘(RKO-Disney) 
opened up well early in July but 
after that tended to drop off na- 
tionally as new, strong fare was 


| being supervised by Leo Rosen, 
big-screen video chief for the Fa- 
|bian circuit. Actual televising 
'from the show's origination point 
at Jones Beach State Park, Long 
Island, will be handied by the Du- 


launched in opposition. It easily | Mont network's closed-circult de- 
landed fifth place. however, finish-| partment, under the supervision of 


rt - 
ing first one week in VARIETY’s 


weekly boxoffice survey. ‘ 
“Lovely to Look At” (M-G) fin- 

ished sixth, a bit disappointing for 

this strong musical. Film followed 


(Continued on page 6) 


Pa. Censor Board 
Reverses Nix On 
Warsaw Peace Pic 


Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 
Another victory on film censor- 
ship has been won, this one in 
Pennsylvania. The State Board of 
Censors has reversed itself, fol-| 





“Peace Will Win.” Pic purports to 
be a documentary on the Sheffield- 
Warsaw peace congress in Poland 
in 1950. 

Pennsy board refused it a seal 
on March 19, after it was sub- 
mitted by Henry Beitscher, Philly 
director of the Progressive Party, 
for showings to private groups. 
Board said it disapproved the film 
because it is “not proper—in the 
judgment of the board, it tends to 
corrupt and debase morals.” 

Progressive Party brought the 
issue to the attention of the Amer- 
ican Civil Liberties Union. It pro- 
vided counsel, William Allen 
Rahill and Prof. Clark Byse. They 
rgued at a hearing on appeal 


Norman Drescher. Pitcures will 
be beamed to the Warner Theatre 
on Broadway, which has been shut- 
tered all summer, where a group 
of exhibs specially invited by the 
Fabian execs and including toppers 
of both indie and affiliated circuits 
will watch the results. 

Todd is not charging a fee for 
the pickup, presumably because 
there will be no paid audience at 
the Warner and also because he 
hopes that if the test proves suc- 
cessful, he can then set a deal for 
the show to be piped into a group 
of theatres throughout the country. 
Pending the outcome of the experi- 
ment, no deal will be set for the 
theatre TV rights. In addition, it 
has not been determined whether 
Todd would permit any theatres in 
the metropolitan N. Y. area to be 
included in a network set up to re- 
ceive the show. 

Indicating how opinion varies on 

(Continued on page 19) 


DeMille Pact Talks 
Continue While He 
Preps ‘Commandments’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Cecil B. DeMille has reached no 
decision on a further contract with 
Paramount but he has a large staff 
working on “The 10 Command- 








April 2 that since the purpose of 
the film ebviously was to influence | 
public opinion, it was entitled to} 
the constitutional protections of 
freedom of speech. Argument was/ 
also advanced that aside from the: 
civil liberties question, the pic! 
would not in any way debase or! 
corrupt morals. 





Mrs. Jack Donahue Suing | 
WB for $3,790.000 in L.A. | 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. | 

Damages aggregating $3,790,000 | 
were asked in a suit filed against | 
Warner Bros. in Federal Court by 





Mrs. Alice M. Donahue, widow of 
Jack Donahue, the dancer, and 
daughters Barbara and Constance. 
Plaintiffs charge Donahue was ma- 
ligned in the Warner film. “Look 
for the Silver Lining.” the Marilyn 
Miller biopic. Suit declares the 


characterization of the late dancer 


Without any factual basis.” 
Similar actions were filed origi- 
nally in Utah, where the defend- 
ants first won a summary judgment 
Which was later reversed by the 
Circuit Court of Appeals. 





Was “wholly untrue and fictional, | 


ments.” Technicolor production 
has no starting date. 

DeMille has had a number of 
talks with studio head Frank Free- 
man on a one-picture pact to fol- 
low his two-film deal concluded 
with. delivery of “Greatest Show.” 
He hasn’t talked with any other 
studio, saying he feels “very com- 
fortable” at Paramount, indicating 
prospects are high for a new Para- 
mount deal. j 


RKO SUES WRITERS 
FOR ‘IRENE’ RIGHTS 


RKO filed suit in N. Y. Federal 
Court Monday (4) against James 
Montgomery and Harry Tierney to 
compel them to turn over to it the 
copyright renewal rights to the mu- 
sical, “Irene.” The major claims 
that under a 1937 agreement the 
defendants promised to deliver the 
renewal rights but never did. 

With book by Montgomery and 
music and lyrics by Tierney and 
the late Joseph McCarthy, “Irene” 
preemed on Broadway in Novem- 
ber, 1919. The musical was noted 
| for its title number and “Alice 
Blue Gown,” among other tunes. 





| erama after his departure some 
weeks ago as production chief. 

Members of the Cinerama board 
include, aside from Thomas and 
Roberts, voilinist’ Efrem Zimbarist, 
radio exec Paul Kesten, attorney 
|} Tom Perkins and Thomas’ mana- 
| ger, Frank M. Smith. 





Toledo Judge to Eye 
Contested Newsreel 
In Censorship Test 


Toledo, Aug. 5. 

Emulating the U. S. Supreme 
Court, which insisted on having a 
first-hand look at “The Miracle” 
before handing down its precedent- 
making decision on that pic, Judge 
Frank W. Wiley, of Municipal 
Court here, has requested a screen- 
ing of the Fox Movietone newsreel 
which is the basis for the current 
legal contest of Ohic’s censorship 
law. He'll see it in connection 
with the hearing of theatre opera- 
tor Mortin G. Smith on Friday (8). 

Wiley will find the reel, of 
course, highly devoid of anything 
consorial. It was made up espe- 
cially for the test of Ohio law, 
which compels newsreels to be 
submitted for official 0.0.ing before 
being tossed on theatre screens. 
Smith, cooperating with the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America and the 
Independent Theatre Owners of 
Ohio in the test, was arrested 


(Continued on page 19) 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Robert S. Benjamin 
Mort Blumenstock 
Renee Carroll 
Montgomery Clift 
Pat DeCicco 
Howard Dietz 

Helen Ferguson . 
Benny Fields 

Barry Fitzgerald 
Richard Grayson 
Julie Harris 
William J. Heineman 
Alfred Hitchcock 
Harry Horner 

Rock Hudson 

Gloria Jean 

Ben Kadish 

Frank King 
Maurice King 

Pat Knight 

Jason Lindsey 
Marilyn Maxwell 
Bob McElwaine 
Abe Olman 

Jan Peerce 
Arnold Picker 
ZaSu Pitts 
William Saal 
Louis Schonceit 
Bob Schwartz 
Blossom Seeley 
Robert Sherwood 
Nate Spingold 
Franz Waxman 
Max E. Youngstein 













cancellation drive. 


ee 
Nation s Dailies Batting for P; 

The nation’s newspapers, as if recognizing in rece 
they have almost as much to fear from inroads of TV 
have in general been showing a much more friendly att 
picture industry. Latest indication followed the rece 
the Dept. of Justice of the 16m antitrust suit, which is w 
as a backdoor method of forcing sale of pix to tele. 

Press which commented on it was universally favorable 
film industry. One. of the strongest of the comments was 4 
in The New York Times last Friday (1) by Jack Go 
TV-radio editor. He columned that the Government action V 
below the belt and unrealistic in asking that producers of on 
costing $1,000,000 or more provide them to a medium \ hich me 
pay much more than $25,000 for their use. — 

Widespread support for the pic industry in a public matter w; 
previously indicated by the press of the nation ~ 
ship tests. New papers are particularly strong in cheering Holly. ; 
wood on in this fight, since they obviously see government censor. fi 
ship of films leading to encroachment of their own domain. Ip +, 
U. S. Supreme Court fight on “The Miracle” and in the current 
Ohio test of newsreel bluepenciling, newspapers have been vir. 


nor been publicized enough to produce newspaper comment. Coun- 
cil of Motion Picture Organizations, which has been spearhead 
the campaign and which has in part been responsible for the gen- 
eral improvement in newspapre relations, will attempt to provide 
editorial writers with material to gain their support in the tax- 





Pix Caught in US.-French Political 
Muddle; New Subsidy Deal Blows Up 





Hughes’ Tunnel 


Signs of renewed activity by 
Howard Hughes in personal pic- 
ture production are seen in his 
registration with the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America last week of 
the title “Tunnel Beneath the 
River.” 

The RKO studio topper has ini- 
tiated no new personal film projects 
for about three years. He is still 
working on “Jet Pilot,” which has 
long been in production and which 
is slated for release this year. 


Private Showing 
Of ‘Miracle’ For 


Chi Leaders Nixed 


Chicago. Aug. 5. 

Private screening of “The Mira- 
cle” for a group of top-echelon 
business, civic and social leaders 
here was nixed yesterday (Mon.) by 
threats of police action. Showing 
of the disputed Roberto Rossellini- 
Anna Magnani entry from Italy 
was slated for the Surf Theatre 
today. 

Although no tickets were being 
sold, with admittance strictly by 
invitation and a censorship license 
is generally not required for such 
showings, cops notified Henry and 
Elmer Balaban that the pic 
couldn’t be screened. Police Com- 
missioner Timothy O’Connor said 
the theatre’s license would be re- 
voked if “The Miracle” were 
shown. 

O’Connor added that anyone 
else showing the film would be ar- 
rested. Nevertheless, attempt was 
being made today by Ed Meyer- 
ding, local rep of the American 
Civil Liberties Union, which has 
interceded on behalf of distributor 
Joseph Burstyn, to arrange a 
screening in the hall of the Chica- 
go Tribune. Newspaper indicated 

(Continued on page 19) 








N. Y. to Europe 
Ed Begley 
Martin Begley 
Yvonne De Carlo 
Jack Dietz 
Elizabeth Eustis 
Leo Genn 
Bob Hope 
Brian Desmond Hurst 
George Jessel 
Arthur B. Krim 
Frankie Laine 
Vera Ralston 
Wallace A. Ross 
Samuel Schneider 
Sol A. Schwartz 











Lee Zuckerman 


Herbert J. Yates 
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in recent censor. 


In the ti 


tually unanimous in editorial support. 
There is, of course, still plenty of occasional sniping by column. W 
ists and headline writers looking for an angle. A lot of this, how. tl 
ever, is done in ignorance, as in the recent cast of the “Sick Sick 
Movies” column by Sylvia Porter, highly-reputed economics writer r 
for the New York Post. Miss Porter later wrote an apologia, ad. t 
mitting her surprise at all the things she didn’t know about the pie b 
biz when she turned out her original piece. p 
A major test of newspaper friendship will come soon with the d 
campaign now gathering way for elimination of the 20% tax on v 
theatre admissions. It hasn't gathered sufficient momentum yet f 


ing 





es lle 


Paris, Aug. 5. 
American film company reps 
here thought they had an agree- 
ment last week to break the im- 
passe on a new Franco-U. S. pic. 
ture pact, only to have it blow up 
in their faces. Deal would have re- 
stored to the Yanks almost the 121 
import permits they received last 
year and have provided for a sub- 
sidy to set up a French sales and 
promotion organization in the U. S. 
Arrangement was made between 
reps of the French industry and 
a U. S. delegation headed by 
Fayette W. Allport, Ted Smith 
and Eugene Van Dee, of the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America. It 
was merely a preliminary, how- 
ever, since the final deal must have 
the okay of the French govern- 
ment, U. S. industry toppers in 

New York and the State Dept. 
Arrangement was that the 
French industryites would get a 
letter outlining terms of the new 
deal initialed by Michel Fourre- 
Cormeray, French government 
film boss. This was to serve as 
basis for discussion by the MPAA 
and Society of Independent Motion 

Picture Producers in New York. 
Instead of inking the agreement, 
as scheduled last Thursday (31), 
Fourre-Cormeray said the govern- 
ment wanted to “study” it and let 
loose with a tirade on the whole 
U. S.-French relationship. He 


(Continued on page 48) 











Europe to N. Y. 


Kitty Carlisle 
Deanna Durbin 
Maurice Evans 
Charles Feldman 
Edna Ferber 
John Gielgud 
Leonard Goldensor 
Barry Gray 
Moss Hart 
Hugh Hastings 
Libby Holman 
Burl Ives 

E. R. Lewis 
Arthur Lubin 
Richard Myers 
Norton V. Ritchey 
Emmett Rogers 
Ronald Squire 
Helen Traubel 
Milly Vitale 
Jack Warner 
George Weltner 
Billy Wilder 
John C. Wilson 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Ed Ashley 

Ward Bond 
Alfred E. Daff 
Pat Duggan 

Ruth Gordon 
Herman Hoffman 
Garson Kanin 
Gabriel Pascal 
Milton R. Rackmil 
Herbert T. Silverberg 
Spyros P. Skouras 
Michael Sloane 

Betta St. John 
William Thomas 
Charles Vidor 
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Repudiate Inferences That Pic Firms 
Helped Influence Govt. 16m Suit 


Inferences that the film com-+ 
panies themselves somehow in- 
fluenced the Department of Jus- 
tice antitrust suit on 16m film sales 
to telecasters were branded as pre- 
posterous by some distrib lawyers 
this week. “To invite such a suit 
would be asking for economic elec- 
trocution,” said one legalite. 

Fact that the companies have 
refrained from any oral comeback 
to the Government blast was seen 
py some exhibs as suspect. Com- 
any reps said this week that the 
defendants likely will come up 
with their replies within the next 
few days, probably by Monday 

) 
U Thinking in some cynic circles 


had been that perhaps the distribs 
welcomed the action because it 
would enable them to sell played- 
out pix in the vaults to the tele- 
casters without antagonizing ex- 
hibs. Film companies felt that if 
they're under court order to li- 
cense product to the TV-ers the 
theatremen couldn’t raise any valid 
beefs, some exhibs inferred. 
Distrib silence so far was ate 
tributed to traditional caution 
within the industry when dealing 
with outsiders. It was felt that 
an answer within a month could 
gerve the same purpose as one 
given immediately upon entry of 
the suit. Also, the distribs are tak- 
i.g full time for study of the com- 
plaint so that the answers may be 
prepared with utmost care. 
No Clashes, Please! 
Another angle was pointed up by 
a distrib lawyer. He said it might 
be unwise to have any personality 
clashes with the Justice Depart- 
ment reps at this time. There’s 
always the possibility of negotiat- 
ing an easy settlement, one free 
(Continued on page 19) 


Schenck Deni 
Quitting Loew 

Anticipated election of Joseph 
R. Vogel to head the Loew’s thea- 
tre chain when it’s divorced from 
the film corporation apparently has 
led to so much confusion that 
Nicholas M. Schenck found it ad- 
Visable to issue a statement deny- 
ing that he, Schenck, would be re- 
Signing from the parent outfit. 

Syndicated columnists offered 
confusing reports. One itemed 
that Vogel will become the prez of 
Loew's, Inc., and another had it 
that Schenck was bowing out. 
Schenck’s answer was in a formal 
Press release issued in New York 
On Monday (4). He said: “Con- 
trary to several humors printed in 
various newspaper columns, I have 
no thought of resigning ‘from 
Loew's, Inc. The reports are un- 
true and unfounded.” 

Upon divorcement, Schenck will 
retain the title of president of the 
Production, distribution and for- 
eign theatre operations. Vogel, 
Who now heads domestic theatres 
Within the present Loew’s cor- 
porate framework, will take the 
title of prez of the chain, it’s an- 
ticipated, upon the splitup. 


RKO Theatres’ 6 Mo. Net 
In Sharp Drop to $174,802 


Sharp drop in profits from sales 
of Capital assets caused a sub- 
stantial cut in RKO Theatres’ net 
the first six months of this 
year. Chain disclosed in New York 
Yesterday (Tues.) that the 1952 
eait-year, ended June 30, brought 

“ings of $174,802, including cap 
= before taxes of $16,518. First 
630 of 1951 brought a net of $551,- 
reall Including cap gains before 

‘es of $378,886. 

‘4rnings for the second quarter 














Arnall Decries 16m Suit 


Washington, Aug. 5. 

Ellis G. Arnall, prexy of the 
Society of Independent Motion | 
Picture Producers, opined here 
last week that the Government 
had “no case” in its 16m anti- 
trust suit against the pic in- 
dustry. Arnall is on leave from 
SIMPP, serving director of the 
office of Price Stabilization. 

Former attorney-general. and 
governor of Georgia said the 
case would undoubtedly fail in 
the courts, but decried the fact 
that it would probably take 
several years and cost the in- 
dustry a tremendous amount 
coin to defend itself. Suit is 
generally seen as an oblique 
attack to force sale of pix to 
tele. 


Administration 


Underlings Seen 
Behind 16m Suit 


It’s concluded in some film in- 
dustry exec circles that the Justice 
Department’s suit versus the dis- 
tribs on licensing 16m prints to 
TV was engineered by Administra- 
tion underlings and not its top- 
policy members. Original suspicion 
was that the action was designed 
as a measure to win public support 
via making Hollywood product 
available for-free over TV. 


However, key Democrats in D.C. 
over the past week professed no 
knowledge of the action until it 
was filed. Filmites point up that 
if the Justice Department’s sur- 
prise blast was a_ vote-getting 
maneuver, the higher-ups would 
have been hep to it earlier. 

Also, film tradesters observe, the 
Dems have shown no disposition 
to make political capital out of 
the antitrust row. Suit was filed 
in routine fashion and received 
little spotlighting outside film and 
TV fields. 

Thus, eliminating any Election 
Day motivations means that the 


(Continued on page 43) 


COMPO Awaits Distrib 
Move on 16m Suit 
Before Taking Action 


Although its job is to build pub- 
lic relations and combat slaps at 
the film industry from outside 
sources, the Council of Motion Pic- 
ture Organizations is in a position 
where it must refrain, at least tem- 
porarily, from raising its voice 
against the Department of Justice 
antitrust suit on the licensing of 
16m films to TV. 

COMPO can’t make any de- 
cisions on what line to follow on 
the suit for the apparent reason 
that the defendant companies, who 
are a part of the all-industry org, 
have been silent. 


{ 
| 














Schary Coming East 
For ‘Plymouth’ Preem 


Metro production chief Dore 
Schary will trek east from the 
Coast latter part of next month to 
participate in preliminaries for the 
splash preem of “Plymouth Ad- 
venture.” Pic, which is a Schary 
production, will bow in the Boston 
area, probably around Thanks- 
giving Day. 

Last week, studio publicity head 
Howard Strickling, exploitation di- 
rector Dan Terrell and other 
Metroites were in Plymouth, Mass., 
to eye possibilities for the open- 
ing. Strickling winged west at the 
weekend for a quick huddle with 
ad-pub v.p. Howard Dietz on the | 








| 
i 





Pha fell to $36,935, including cap 
— Sefore taxes of $9,253. In the 
ns "esponding period last year the 

ot amounted to $109,697, in- 


Cludine 
0 


$3 a, ©2P Sains before taxes of 


campaign prior to Dietz’s return | 
to New York. He trained out Mon- 


\ day night (4). 


OFFER DIST RIBS 
MORE PLAY-TIME 


Despite a prevailing opinion that 
there is already an over-abundance 
of early day-date runs, a new flock 
of exhibs across the country is 
beating on the door of distribs for 
a crack at earlier runs on product, 
including first-runs_ in 
towns and first neighborhood avail- 
abilities in cities. 

Theatremen are looking to im- 
proved run positions as a new ap- 
proach to combatting the b.o. in- 
ertia. and are offering § distribs 
plenty more playing time as a 
means of obtaining it in some areas. 

Although a marked improve- 





ment has been experienced in key | 


areas by theatres showing the new 
crop of product, income still is off 
at other spots. But even theatre- 
men feeling the upbeat are eye- 


ing better runs, hopeful of ward- | 


ing off any new decline in the fu- 
ture. It’s said they recognize that 
the eurrent upped grosses might 
only be seasonal rather than long- 
range. 

The present lesser runs can’t af- 
ford to match the bids offered by 
rival larger houses on a dollar-for- 
dollar day-and-day basis. So they’re 
seeking to better their runs with 
guarantees of longer playing time. 

Bidding, of course, has been 
prevalent for over the past couple 
of years. Now it’s reaching new 
heights, distrib reps said this week, 
to the extent that there’s hardly 
a single competitive area across 
the country which 


bids. 
Adding to the scramble for first- 


runs are some of the hundreds of | 


drive-in houses which has cropped 
(Continued on page 42) 





Silliphant Resigning 
As Fox Publicity Exec 
To Film Joe Louis Life 


Stirling Silliphant is resigning 
as eastern publicity topper for 
20th-Fox Jan. 1 to turn indie pro- 
ducer. He'll make “The Joe Louis 
Story,” rights to which were ac- 
quired recently by Federated 
Films, which Silliphant heads. 


He hopes to get the biopic on 
the boxer before the cameras 
shortly after the first of the year. 
He said yesterday (Tues.) that 
there have been no talks as yet 
on distribution plans for the film. 

New indie unit, organized in 
New York, owns TV as well as pic 
rights to the Brown Bomber’s life 
story. Louis will appear as him- 
self in some sequences recreating 
his most famous fights, but will be 
portrayed through most of the biog 
by a pro actor for whom Silliphant 
is making a search. 

Silliphant, 34, started in the pic 
biz on the Walt Disney flack staff 
in 1938. He moved over to 20th 
in 1942 as assistant to prez Spyros 
Skouras and after Navy service 
rejoined the company to handle 
special events and promotions. 


E. A. Pannos Plaintiff 


In 2 Iowa Trust Suits 


Davenport, Ia., Aug. 5. 

Seymour Simon, Chicago film at- 
torney, filed two film trust suits 
last week in Southern Iowa Fed- 
eral Court here. First, on behalf of 
E. A. Pannos, operator of the Capi- 
tol Theatre, Iowa City, charges 
that the major distributors con- 
spired with the Tri-States and Cen- 
tral States circuits from June 5, 
1946, to the present to prevent the 
indie small-seater from obtaining 
first-run product. Pannos is asking 
$450,000 treble damages. 

In second action lawyer charges 
that the majors, with the exception 
of United Artists and Columbia, 
along with the two chains, kept 
first-run releases ‘from the Coro- 
net Theatre, Davenport, 
that defendants be kept from con- 
tinuing the alleged practices. 





Plaintiffs, who ask no money dam- 
James 


ages, are E. A. Pannos, 
Stopolus, and James Sullivan. 


smaller | 


hasn't had at} 
least a taste of the licensing by | 


and asks | 


EXHIBS FIGHT FOR EARLIER RUNS 











| Jessel, Warner Talk 
On Durante Film 


George Jessel, in New York on 
his way to Israel, confabbed yes- 
terday (Tues.) with Jack Warner, 
|head of production for Warner 
| Bros. Their talk concerned possible 
| financing and release by WB of 
| Jessel’s proposed indie production, 
“Rip Van Winkle, Jr.,” in which 
| Jimmy Durante would star. 

The former 20th-Fox producer 
leaves New York Friday on the 
| S.S. United States, en route to Tel 
| Aviv. He'll be accompanied by his 
| daughter, Jerilyn, and a camera- 


|man. Latter will make pix to be 
| used by Jessel during the series of 
|} 20 lectures he’s to make in the 
| fall for the United Jewish Appeal. 


Talk With Truman 
To Cue Arnall On 








Washington, July 5. 


|ment post of director of the Office 
of Price Stabilization will prob- 
ably be determined 


slated to confab at that time with 


chief exec’s return from a Mis- 


souri stay. 
Arnall is on leave as prexy of the 


standing it would be for six 
months, That would terminate it in 
mid-August. 

SIMPP membership, which built 
year tenure with the organization, 
to its payroll. He was a major fac- 


tor in building the prestige and 
activity of the Society, although 


(Continued on page 18) 


‘Ivanhoe’ Test Dates 
Find No Resistance 
To Upped Admissions 


Upped admission prices being 





are proving no deterrent 
tendance, circuit exec Oscar Doob 
said this week. The Metro pic is 
playing five test engagements on 
the chain, four at increased prices 
and one at the regular tap. 

Doob said that attendance in 


and Houston was equally as strong 
as in Evansville, where there was 


the results that the chain would 





tions. 
courage Metro to adopt a hiked- 
| price policy, which it has had 
| under consideration. Doob said 
| that aggregate gross in the Loew's 


| spots was 25° ahead of “Quo 
| Vadis.” 
; Only individual situation § that 


didn’t top “Vadis” in money was 
{San Francisco. That was because 
| prices were not advanced so much 


| for “Ivanhoe.” Admissions for the 
hiked-price 


| jJatter in the four 
towns were $1.20, $1.10 and $1. 
For “Vadis” it was $1.50 and $1.25. 


Hall, N. Y., 


new four-day non-holiday 


Return to SIMPP 


charged by Loew's for a | present lineup but isn’t heavy on 


“Ivanhoe” is playing the Music 
in addition to the 
_ Loew's situations, It established a 
record 
for the house and may repeat for 


Controls on Bidding Seen Part 
Of Arbitration; Exhibitor-Distrib 
| Reps OK Plan, Adoption Probable 


° 


Controls on the licensing of pix 
via competitive bidding may 


;}emerge as part of the plan for a 


system of 
which was 


industry arbitration, 
unanimously agreed 


(upon in New York yesterday (Tues.) 


by two five-man committees rep- 


jresenting exhibition and distribu- 


| tion. 


Group made remarkable prog- 


|ress, reaching full agreement after 


only two days of huddles, in con- 
trast to previous efforts when the 
two sides repeatedly ran into snags. 

That this was accomplished in so 
short a time immediately raised 
hope for early adoption by the en- 
tire trade of a method of arbitrat- 
ing exhib-distrib disputes. The 10 
negotiators turned over the draft 
of their plan to a committee of at- 
torneys who, in turn, now are pol- 
ishing it off in legal phraseology. 
Upon completion, the draft will be 
presented to a full-scale industry 
meeting for ratification. 

Since the 10 negotiators all are 
highly-placed within their compa- 


j}nies and theatre organizations, it 


appeared almost a certainty that 


|the industry conclave will accept 


their draft without further serious 
squabbling. 

Thus, arbitration, barring any 
unforseen hitches, finally appears 


jin the bag, after several years of 


How soon he returns to the film | 
|industry from his present Govern- | 


Latest Chaplin Pic 


tomorrow | 
(Wed.) by Ellis G. Arnall. He is | 


President Truman, following the | 


Society of Independent Motion Pic- | 
ture Producers. He took the OPS | 
post in February with the under- | 


(Continued on page 16) 





To UA in 25%, Deal 


After months of uncertainty, 
United Artists has finally landed 
Charles Chaplin's newest, “Lime- 
Deal under which UA will 
release the film, probably later this 
year, was reached over the past 
|weekend after five UA toppers 
|trekked west from the homeoffice 


| light.” 


up a high regard for the former | for a quickie visit to view the pic 
Georgia governor during his four- | and talk with the film-maker. 


Terms were not disclosed but it’s 


is ready and anxious to restore him | "¢Ported the pact provides for 25% 


| of the gross to UA as distribution 


| fee. 


for the past year or so the general | 0Wner 
decline in indie pic production has | heir personal pix at easier terms, 
resulted in an arrangement where- | 4r¢ Out under the Krim manage- 


| 
} 
} 


no price advance. He opined from | 


up the admish fn its other situa-| 


j 


Test will undoubtedly also en-| 


veepees 


So-called favored-nation 
deals, under which Chaplin and co- 
Mary Pickford released 


ment. 

UA president Arthur B. Krim, 
William J. Heineman, 
Max E. Youngstein, & Arnold 
Picker, and Robert J. Benjamin 
winged to the Coast last Friday 
(1), and all will have returned by 
today (Wed.). 

UA-ites were particularly anxious 
to reel in the Chaplin production. 
Outfit is going along fine with its 


b.o. product for the balance of the 


year. They feel the Chaplin addi- 
tion will bolster the program 
nicely. 


Chaplin is a 25% owner of UA, 
but, of course, is free to release his 


San Francisco, Cleveland, Atlanta | indie pix through any channel he 


desires, * 


‘S.P.Q.R.’ in Rome Start 


Next Summer for Vidor 


Film version of the bestselling 
novel, “S.P.Q.R.,” will likely roll 
in Rome early next summer, ac- 





cording to Charles Vidor, who'll 
produce and direct. He recently 
acquired rights to the work 
through exercising a two-year 
option. 


Vidor, whose last directorial 
stint was Samuel Goldwyn's “Hans 
Christian Andersen,” arrived in 
New York Monday (4) after a 
six-week vacation. Accompanied by 
his: wife, he leaves for the Coast 
today (Wed.) to report to Para- 
mount on a one-picture commil- 
ment, an untitled yarn which Ruth 
and Augustus Goetz are currentl) 
scripting. It’s to be made in 
Switzerland, where shooting will 


{the week ending tonight (Wed.).! probably start in January. 
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Just for You 
(COLOR—MUSICAL) 


Bing Crosby teamed with Jane 
pte a in solid grossing mu- 
sical, 








Paramount release of Pat Duggan = 
duction. Stars Bing Crosby, Jane y- 
man, Ethel Barrymore; features Kobert 
Arthur, Natalie Wood, Cora Witherspoon. 
Directed by Elliot Nugent. Screenplay, 
Robert Carson, based on “Famous,” by 
Stephen Vincent Benet; camera_(Techni- 
color), George Barnes; editor, Ellsworth 
Hoagland; songs, Harry Warren, Leo Ro- 
bin; music director, Emil Newman. Pre- 
viewed N..Y., July 10, 52. Running time, 
95 MINS. ‘ 

Jordan Blake.........«+«:. Bing Crosby 
Carolina Hill ‘ wae Jane Wyman 
Alhda de Bronkhart.....Ethel Barrymore 
Jerry Blake Robert Arthur 
Barbara Blake......... ..Natalie Wood 


Mrs. Angevine ........ Cora Witherspoon 
Georgie Polansky........- ..Ben Lessy 
SPM ch wesisdecesdeeene Regis Toomey 


Leo .. deeseccese Art Smith 
David McKenzie........-. Leon Tyler 
Hank Ross. .........-.....Willis Bouchey 


GOOFHE .. one ccccccccecs Herbert Vigran 





“Just for You,” a Bing Crosby- 
Jane Wyman musical which Para- 
mount has set for national release 
in September, should prove a stout 
factor in bringing back that “lost 
audience.” For this Technicolor 
film has a rousing, melddic score 
and a logical story well acted by a 
fine cast. With such basic ingred- 
ients, the picture will not only sat- 


isfy the “under 35” trade but will 
recapture some of the older public 
who have temporarily lost the film- 
going habit. 

As added b.o. insurance, exhibi- 
tors have Crosby and Miss Wyman 
for marquee dressing as well as 
Ethel Barrymore. Of still further | 
value are the 10 new tunes cleffed | 
for the film by Leo Robin and)} 
Harry Warren. Most, if not all, | 
have already been recorded and re- | 
leased by the major disk com-| 
panies, thus creating a pre-sold| 
audience for the upcoming picture. | 
Several of the tunes are of hit! 

roportions—especially “Zing a 

ittle Zong.” 

Screenplayed by Robert Carson 
from a Stephen Vincent Benet orig- | 
inal, the script spins a tale of how 
a Broadway producer almost loses | 
the affections of his teen-age boy | 
and girl because he’d been too in- 
tent upon his own career to take 
note of his motherless children’s 
activities. Woven in as a secondary 
plot is a story of adolescent love 
that’s solved very handily before 
the final reel is unspooled. 


Crosby and Miss Wyman, who 
were teamed to advantage in Par’s 
“Here Comes the Groom” last year, 
turn in bangup performances as 
the producer and his musicomedy 
star, respectively. A highly-suc- | 
cessful composer-impresario, Cros- 
by has romantic leanings toward 
his shapely leading lady. But com- 
plicating the situation is a crush 
that Crosby’s son (Robert Arthur) | 
develops for the actress. 


Another problem is that of 
daughter Natalie Wood. For hers | 
is a burning ambition to enroll at 
a fashionable girls’ school run by | 
Ethel Barrymore. This matter is) 
adjusted by Crosby in several 
amusing scenes with Miss Barry- 
more, while Arthur _ himself 
straightens out his crush by enlist- 
ing in the Air Force to forget the 
past. Family is ultimately reunited 
when Crosby starts a USO tour. 


Musical sequences run the gamut 
from “Zing a Zong,” duetted by 
Crosby and Miss Wyman on the 
modest stage of an Air Force base 
in Alaska, to “I'll Si-Si Ya in Ba- 
hia,” an opulent production num- 
ber. Particularly effective is “The 
Live Oak Tree,” a novelty tune 
warbled by Crosby in an outdoor 
campfire setting in company with 
a flock of young teen-age girls. 

With fine material to work with, 
Crosby socks across one of his best 
portrayals. Miss Wyman, who re- 
cently established herself as a 
comedienne and singer, cops fur- 
ther laurels in those fields. Miss 
Barrymore, although cast in a 
lesser role, is a standout as the 
school dean with a delicate sense 
of humor. Young Arthur and Na-| 








talie Wood impress as the Crosby | 
R 


offspring. 

Cora Witherspoon brightens a 
Sit as a tipsy governess while Ben | 
Lessy, in a brief scene with Crosby, 
helps sell a hammed up, oldtime | 
vaude number, “On the Ten-Ten.” 
Among others ete. competent | 
support are Regis Toomey, Art 
Smith and Leon Tyler. 

In making his bow as a Para- 
mount producer, Pat Duggan has 
embellished the film with a lush 
physical mantling that reflects val- 
ues which only a top budget could 
supply. Elliott Nugent’s zesty di- 
rection paced the picture smartly 
with scarcely a lag in its 95 min- 
utes. George Barnes’ Technicolor 
camerawork is firstrate—especially 
the Lake Arrowhead outdoor 
scenes. Editing of Ellsworth Hoag- 
land makes the most of the foot- 
age. Other technical credits are on 
par with the production’s genera] 
quality. Gilb. 


ithe kind that fares well in the 


| acterization and dialog to go with 


|napped his wife and daughter some 
|a dreaded pirate and Sullivan is a 


jin the West Indies. 


| lieves Sullivan is her father. 


| swing the oppressed slaves on his 


| script 


exploitation merchandise in “Park 
' Row.” Cast has no one of marquee 


Caribbean 
(COLOR) 





18th century pirate adven- 
ture; good for action market. 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Paramount release of William H. Pine- 
! William C. Thomas production. Stars 
John Payne, Arlene ahl, Sir Cedric 
Hardwicke; features Francis L. Sullivan, 
Willard, Parker, Dennis Hoey, Clarence 
Muse. Directed b Edward Ludwig. 
Screenplay, Frank L. Moss and Edward 
Ludwig, from novel by Ellery H. Clark; 
eamera (Technicolor), Lionel Lindon; edi- 
tor. Howard Smith; music, Lucien 
Cailliet, Previewed July 30, '52. Running 
time, 97 MINS, 

Dick Lindsay.........eese0+: John Payne 
Christine MacAllister...... Arlene Dahl 
Capt. F. Barclay..Sir Cedric Hardwicke 
Andrew MacAllister..Francis L. Sullivan 








Shively .....scccceccsccse Willard Parker 
Brew op0c cebecdecnscecss Dennis Hoey 
Quashy ............ce.+.-Clarence Muse 
Robert MacAllister....... William Puilen 
BEAVERS 2. .cccccccccccesoceces Walter Reed | 
TOWNSENd ...ccrccceucesess Ramsey Hill | 
Semast ..ccccces accocececteas ..John Hart 
Elizabeth ....see.0 eoecece Zora Donahoo 
oe aaa Woody Strode 
CudJe ...ccccccccccecees Ezeret Anderson 
Quarino ..scaees eceeceveys Kermit Pruitt 
Caesar .ccccccccesecceces ..Dan Ferniel 
Say 2. ccccccvcseoseseases Rosalind Hayes 


Pine-Thomas offer an okay ad- 
venture feature in “Caribbean.” It 
is a commercially-valued entry of 





general action market as a top- 
of-the-bill release. Added value is 
gained from the Technicolor tint- 
ing given the costumer, and the 
story has the kind of angles adapt- 
able to hearty exploitation selling. 

It’s an 18th Century pirate yarn 
dealing principally with a revenge 
motivation, floridly told in char- 


the pretentious presentation. There 
is nothing particularly logical 
about the plot line in the Frank 
Moss-Edward Ludwig screen- 
play, but Ludwig’s direction steers 
it over a swashbuckling course to 
a rousing action climax that more 
than makes up for earlier talky se- 
quences and flamboyant perform- 
ances of some of the principals. 
Revenge motive behind the plot 
deals with Cedric Hardwicke’s de- 
sire to get even with Francis L. 
Sullivan because the latter had 
sold him into slavery and kid- 


m 


20 years before. Hardwicke is now 


wealthy planter and slave-dealer 
The wife -s 
long dead but the daughter hus 
grown up to be Arlene Dahl, a 
haughty island princess who be- 


To get at Sullivan, who hides 
safely on his well-fortified island, 
Hardwicke uses John Payne, a 
young man bearing a likeness to 
the planter’s nephew. Payne, via 
some illogical script maneuvering, 
gets on. the island, manages to 


side and, keying an uprising to 
the date of Sullivan’s annual sale 
of slaves and goods, fixes things so 
Hardwicke can move in. The re- 
sulting melee is solid action stuff 

Performances are far from im- 
pressive, but entirely adequate to 
the pulp-fiction demands of the 
and Ludwig’s direction. 
Payne and Miss Dahl make a 
handsome, but wooden couple. 
Hardwicke and Sullivan are most- 
ly unrestrained in their characters. 
Parker, playing Sullivan’s over- 
seer; Dennis Hoey, pirate lieuten- 
ant; Clarence Muse, a slave, and 
the others give acceptable support. 

Brog. 





Park Row 


Disappointing, though exploi- 
tation values should help it 
reap good b.o. 








United Artists release of Samuel Ful- 
ler productions. Stars Gene Evans, Mary 
Welch; features Bela Kovacs, Herbert 
Heyes. Directed and written by Fuller; 
camera, Jack Russell; editor, Phili 
Cahn. Tradeshown, N. Y., Aug. 4, 52. 
Running time, 83 MINS- 


Phineas Mitchell ........... Gene Evans 


Charity Hackett ..........; Mary Welch 
Ottmar Mergenthaler ...... Bela Kovacs 
Josiah Davenport ........ Herbert Heyes 
JODY DROUIN ceccscigccess Tina Rome 


Steve Brodie ........ ».George O’Hanl 
Dan O'Rourke J *. Kerrigan 


eee eee eter ts 


Charles A. Leach ,.......Forrest Taylor 
Mr. Angelo ...... seeeess+--Don Orlando 


Samuel Fuller, who turned out 
“The Steel Helmet,” for Lippert 
and “Fixed Bayonets” for 20th- 
Fox, has stepped into the inde- 
pendent field with a sound piece of 


stature, and the film is highly dis- 
appointing in light of its subject 
—the birth of the modern Ameri- 
can press from a humble begin- 
ning on New York’s Park Row. 
But long before United Artists 
set the picture’s national release 
for Aug. 12, Fuller mapped out a 
promotional campaign which was 
aimed at enlisting the support 
of every American newspaper be- 
hind the film. Mastheads of some 
1,700 U. S. dailies are reproduced 
in the pic’s opening frames, and 
it's reasonably certain that the 


PE ee ME e8iss 1 0006b0 64408 Jean Andren 


preem bailly drive for press coop- 
eration will pay off in good b.o. 
returns. 

Otherwise, Fuller has missed the 
boat in “Park Row.” For instead of 
concentrating upon one phase of 
American journalism which would 
best illustrate the advances of the 
press at large, he has tossed in a 
welter of story material that ranges 
all the way from a circulation bat- 
tle between two publishers to Mer- 
genthaler’s development of the 
linotype. Latter in itself would 
make a full-length feature. 

Long nursing an ambition to 
| start his own paper, réporter Gene 
Evans joins with job printer For- 
rest Taylor in tkhaunching The 
Globe. His former employer, Mary 
Welch, who publishes The Star, 
resents the competition and at- 
| tempts to force him out of busi- 
ness with a variety of disreputable 
tactics. But ultimately she has a 
change of heart. Ashamed of her 
methods and now aware that Evan 
is fighting for the freedom of the 
press, she calls off the feud. 

Offshots of the basic plot have 
Evans and Miss Welch in an oc- 
casional romantic byplay, Steve 
Brodie’s famed leap from the 
Brooklyn Bridge is recreated, and 
Mergenthalers’ linotype is per- 
fected to the extent that it enables 
The Globe’s copy to be set after 
musclemen from The Star pied the 
paper’s type supply. 

In face of the rambling script, 
the cast has a difficult job to make 
the proceedings credible. Evans 
comes close to being a dynamic 
editor, but Miss Welch falls short 
of making her role of a woman 
publisher a believable one. Bela 
Kovacs impresses as the patient 
and loyal Mergenthaler while Her- 
bert Heyes is good as an aging re- 
porter who writes his own obitu- 
ary. Other players are adequate. 

Fuller’s direction, curiously, 
seems fo stress the technical side 
of the film rather than bring out 
his story through expert guidance 
of the cast. Picture’ has made ful- 
some use of the technique which 
has the camera follow the players 
in a long, continuous scene with- 
out a cut. This method obviously 
results in budgetary savings. 

The few sets used reflect modest 
production values. Although the 
1880’s were at the peak of the 
gaslight era, Jack Russell’s camera- 
work carries out the shadowy ef- 
fects a bit too accurately. For his 
drab, gray tones are pronounced 
even in daylight scenes. Editing 
and other technical credits are 
standard. Gilb. 


Rainbow “Round My 
Shoulder 
(SONGS—COLOR) 











Pleasing program musical in 
color for general companion 
bill dating. 





Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Columbia release of Jonie Taps produc- 
tion. Stars Frankie Laine, Billy Daniels, 
Charlotte Austin, Arthur Franz; features 

a Moore, Lioyd Corrigan, Barbara 
Whiting- Ross Ford, Arthur Space, Frank 
Wilcox. Directed by Richard Quine. Writ- 
ten by Blake Edwards and Quine; camera 
(Technicolor), Ellis W. Carter; editor, 
Richard Fantl; new songs, Hal David & 


son, Robert Wright & George Forrest; 
choreography, Lee Scott; musical direc- 
tion, George pane, Previewed July 30, 


52. Running time, MINS. 

Frankie Laine ........... Frankie Laine 
 -«£. . RPP ere . Billy Daniels 
Cet. BERD eccccececes Charlotte Austin 
ks nbc abe sts as Arthur Franz 
PE WD” Scévdesececesads Ida Moore 
Tobias ..........++e+.++-Lioyd Corrigan 
Suzy Milligan .......... Barbara Whitin, 
Elliot Livermore ............. Ross For 
SME 1k s.52 éwesbessees Arthur Space 
Sidney Gordon ........«.. Frank Wilcox 
EMG LOMGEE 2. cccccces: Diane Garrett 
 anevee Jae eteeewhees Chester Marshall 
BR, SOOMAT .occccccceve. Helen Wallace 
errr rrE Eleanore Davis 
DN ¢h-s itsces Mhaeuesecaees Eugene Baxter 


Roger Stevens ............ . Ken Garcia 
Mrs. Abernathy ....,.... Mira McKinney 
Se GOOD séiccecedeses Edythe Elliott 





This is an entertaining filmusical 
on an unpretentious scale, fortified 
with the song names of Frankie 
Laine and Billy Daniels. It should 
please in regular release. A Holly- 
wood studio locale (Columbia) 
backs the film biz yarn, and pres- 


LO AS AT ae 


Path Of Hope 

“Path of Hope,” Italian pro- 
duction released by Lux Film, 
which opened at the World, 
N. Y., Monday (4), was review- 
ed from Genoa by Variety in 
the issue of Jan. 10, 1951, 
under its original title, “Il 
Cammino della Speranza.” The 
pic won several film awards 
this year including the Italian 
Film Critics’ prize. 

“One of the top Italian pix 





of the season, expensively 
produced, well-directed and 
acted,” wrote Hawk, “this 


should get fair returns in some 
U. S. situations.” He cited that 
the film latks exploitation 
possibilities but may catch on 
via word-of-mouth. He com- 
mented on the fact that Pietro 
Germi’s direction is skillful, 
drawing top _ performances 


on Rodney, Neal Stuart & Terry Gilky- | M 


entation is glossed up with Techni- 
color for added acceptance in the 
general market. 

The Cinderella-like theme of a 
gal who is discovered as a singer 
while making her rounds as a 
studio messenger buzzes along 


and make the most of the material 

and budget. 
Charlotte Austin, a pleasing film 

newcomer, is the messenger who 


not without the proper number of 
plot: complications. Raised under 
the show biz-hating thumb of her 
grand mother in Pasadena, the girl 
sneaks a studio job, pretending to 
be working in a library. Her sec- 
ond day on the lot she is mistaken 
for a girl trying out for a singing 
job in a new Laine picture, but 
when all concerned want to sign 
her, the grandmother discovers the 
trickery and refuses to give guard- 
ian consent. 
Hollywood’s not to be put down, 
however, when hot on the trail of 
a discovery, so-Laine, Daniels and 
others who want the girl in their 
picture scheme to take over the 
entertainment at grandma’s annual 
charity even and convince her 
show people are right guys. They 
do, and the picture ends on a happy 
note and the title song. 
Miss Austin’s personality and 
voice fit the requirements of her 
character ably, and she impresses 
with “Ain’t Mishehavin’,” “Wonder- 
ful, Wasn't It?,” Hal David-Don 
Rodney tune; “Last Rose of Sum- 
mer” and the title tune. Laine 
socks over “Girl in The Wood,” by 
Neal Stuart and Terry Gilkyson; 
“Wrap Your Troubles in Dreams,” 
and joins Miss Austin on “Wonder- 
ful” and the title tune finale. 
Daniels belts over “She’s Funny 
That Way” and “Bye, Bye, Black- 
bird.” The Lee Scott Dancers give 
a pretty presentation to the 
“Bubble, Bubble, Bubble” produc- 
tion number. : 
Arthur Franz, as the studio music 
man, is excellent in the romantic 
spot. Ida Moore, the grandmother, 
and Lloyd Corrigan, her cook, are 
delightful. Barbara Whiting, Ross 
Ford, Arthur Space and Frank 
Wilcox are among others contribut- 
ing to the general entertainment. 
Ellis W. Carter’s color lensing is 
excellent, as is the choreography by 
Lee Scott and other contributions. 
Brog. 


Last Train From Bombay 





Mediocre dualer toplining Jon 
Hall. 





_ Hollywood, July 30. 

Columbia release of Sam Katzman pro- 
duction. Stars Jon Hall; features Chris- 
tine Larson, Lisa Ferraday, Douglas R. 
Kennedy. Directed by Fred F. Sears; 
story and screenplay, Robert Yale Li- 
bott; camera, Henry Freulich; editor, 
Richard Fantl. Previewed July 28, ’52. 
Running time, 73 MINS, 





Columbia’s “Last Train From 
Bombay” is strictly for the duals. 
Pic carries some action interludes 
which manage to create interest, 
but they’re overshadowed by a 
dragged-out story line filled with 
unbelievable incidents. 

Story and screenplay by Rob- 
ert Yale Libott centers on young 
American diplomat, Jon Hall, who 
arrives in India to find country in 
the throes of internal strife. He 
meets former Army buddy, Dou- 
glas R. Kennedy, and learns lat- 
ter belongs to a gang of assassins 
intent on starting a Civil War by 
blowing up a train carrying an 
Indian prince and his daughter. 
Shortly thereafter, Kennedy is 
murdered, but not before divulg- 
ing secrets of the plan to Hall. 
Latter then spends remaining foot- 
age trying to prove himself inno- 
cent of the killing and at the same 
time round up the gang boss and 
catch the train before it reaches 
the mined area. He does all, win- 
ning a gal in the process. 

Hall goes through the pl oper 
emotions in lead role, impressing 
more, however, in the fight scenes 
than in the ones requiring dialog. 
Douglas R. Kennedy is good in a 
comparatively brief role. Christine 
Larson and Lisa Ferraday, the lat- 
ter a “B” girl who befriends Hall, 
are both okay. 

Sam Katzman has given the film 
a good mounting, injecting actual 
footage of India to enhance the 
overall effect, but his story super- 
vision is off. Fred F. Sears’ direc- 








writer - producer + director's pre- 


from his cast. 


tion is competent, and the techni- 


easily over its 76-minute course, ; 
telling a story that will be liked by | duction. Stars Allan “Rocky” [' 
the general run of audiences andj Mona Knox. R 
presenting eight songs and a dance | dolph, Richard Crane, Bil Heney Pan 
production number favorably. fe wae oy, ere Keller. Written by Af 
Blake Edwards and Richard Quine | editor, Harold’ Mintes’ 202! MacBurnie; 
did the scripting for the Jonie | 28, 52. Running time, 54 ming ** ‘uy 
Taps production, and Quine also | Alan “Rocky” Lane..Allan “Rocky 1, 

directed. All deliver acceptably | His Stallion............., _. Blacd ane 


makes good almost overnight, but | Tom 





Thundering Cara weiads 


Allan “Rocky” Lane y 
est 
for the programmer marker 
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Hollywood, Judy 28 

Republic release of Rudy Ralston a 
o 

Jack <equine); features Eddy “wolsck 
oy Barcroft, Isabe) “wt 








I BI 

Nugget_Clark ............. Eddy * sack 
Alice Scott y 1 ¢ Sed papeee, Mona Knos 
mbe 60 2 oBO cree Ceceeccc Roy B: . = 
Deborah Cranston....... Isabel Ranrcront 
Dan Reed iad be bdde o é Richard Cr: Ph 
Bert Cranston....... Bill Henry 

senondtes +s eeetsoeesess.. Edwar “la, 
Head Marshal.......... Pierre “wali 
Memry Scot): .scccceses Stanley Andrews 
was «6tieie cnn daded Body “Red” Morgan 
The usual mixture of fisticuge 
“ 


chases and gunplay make up the 
54 minutes running time in this 
latest of the Allan “Rocky” Lane 
westerns for Republic. Results are 
up to the demands of the y esterng 
programmer market and will sat. 
isfy the kiddie fans. 

As U. S. marshal, Lane is sent 
to investigate a series of gold ore 
robberies and help Eddy Waller 
local sheriff, round up the culprits 
The M. Coates Webster screen 
story makes the top heavy a femme 
newspaper publisher, Isabel Ran. 
dolph, who attacks Waller in her 
paper for doing nothing to bring 
the robbers to justice. She's cam. 
paigning to get the sheriff post for 
Bill Henry, her brother, and there 
are a number of other plot tangents 
to complicate Lane’s heroics. How. 
ever, once he gets his sights on 
the main issue, Lane gallops 
through with roaring guns, making 
short work of the heavies and sav. 
ing Waller's job. 

Lane sits his saddle well and 
ably handles the rugged phases of 
being a western hero. Waller's 
grizzled comedy touches fit in nice- 
ly, and Miss Randolph is an ex- 
cellent heavy. Richard Crane, as 
Waller’s young deputy, and Mona 
Knox offer a light romantic angle. 
Henry, Roy Barcroft and the others 
provide standard western charac- 
ters. 

Direction by Harry Keller of the 
Rudy Ralston production keeps it 
moving at the required pace. Lens- 
ing and other technical assists are 
okay. Brog. 





July B.0. Toppers 


auua=s Continued from page4 came 





much the same pattern on play- 
dates 2s when it played at the 
N. Y. Music Hall, where it likewise 
failed to display anticipated sus- 
tained strength. 

“Francis Goes to West Point” 
(U), making the best showing of 
any pic in the “Francis” series in 
some spots, copped seventh posi- 
tion. Film appeared to benefit from 
the fact that Donald O’Connor, one 
of film’s stars, has grown in popu- 
larity from his work in “Singin’ 


i end) EEE LESTER EEE Jon Hali|jin Rain” (M-G), released a couple 
Anne Palmer...... ; “ 7s ” 
Chatlane s..-s Lisa Ferraday | Of months ahead. “Clash by Night 
Kevin O-Mara...... Douglas R Kennedy | (RKO), which was second in June, 
Nawob’s dauehter " ae ‘oe “Martell wound up eighth last month. 
olone almer...,...+. tth Boulton “wij ; ” 
OSCR ¢ bcavee cohvaess sJames Fairfax Winning Team” (WB) manages 
a Ms ccaacsseanecane ta Gregory Gay|to take ninth money, showing its 
Ceylonese ....Kenneth Terrell, Frederic biggest strength early in the 
NN Cine, catencesat sat: Barry Seecks month, “King Kong” (RKO) (re- 


issue), which copped third place 
one week during July, finished 10th 
for the month. It had also come 
through with several sock engage 
ments late in June. 

“Diplomatic Courier” (20th) 
wound up llth, with “Lydia Bal- 
ley” (20th) rounding out the Gold- 
en Dozen for July, Latter was 10th 
in June, 

“Ivory Hunter” (U) and “Walk 
East on Beacon” (Col) were the 
runner-up pix for the month in that 
order. 

Besides “Jacks,” there was # 
batch of other new films that show 
definite signs of being heard from 
to a large extent this month. “High 
Noon” (UA) appears one of the 
strongest in this category. !t took 
second place the first week out, 
but it’s not rated with the top 12 
boxoffice toppers because it was 
only out one week in July. Same 
applies to “We're Not Married 
(20th), which was coming to the 
fore to land sixth and final week 
of the month. 

“World in His Arms” (U) also 
shapes up as potentially strong 0” 
the basis of a string of playdates 
in the Northwest area. It is start 
ing initial dates in the east this 
week. “Story of Will Rogers 
(WB), starting comparatively sio¥, 
managed to wind up 11th its first 
week on release. ‘ 
“Carrie” (Par) and “Dream)o#! 
(20th), both of which opened great 
in N. Y., shape up as sturdy "¢¥" 





cal credits stock. Neal. 





comers for August 


















— 





une, 


iged 
+ its 
the 
(re 
lace 
10th 
ome 
age 


)th) 
Bai- 
old- 
10th 


Valk 
the 
that 


how 
rom 
ligh 
the 
ook 
out, 
. 12 
was 
ame 


the 
eek 


also 


ates 
art- 
this 
ors” 
Ow, 
rst 
yat” 
-eat 


Wednesday, August 6, 1952 


VARIETY 


PICTURES 7 











3 


Exhibs Confused on 





In Battle Against Mounting Problems 





Pian of Actio 





Council of Motion Picture Or- 
ganizations’ campaign to kill the 
90° admissions tax, plus current 
business conditions and public re- 
lations, all are combining to cause | 


~ 


Winters in ‘Blaze’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. | 
Shelley Winters’ next loanout ap- | 





a conflict among exhibs on what | pearance at 20th-Fox will be “Blaze | 


action to take. |of Glory,” a replacement for “The | 
Point being socked across in | Number,” for which she was bor- | 
quarters is that theatremen |rowed from U-I. “The Number” | 


some 


can survive only if the tax is elimi- 


| was shelved when 


Richard Wid- 


| 
' 


nated. Bulletin sent out this week | mark nixed the male lead. 


by the Independent Theatre Own- | 


's of Ohio puts it this way: “Stick | Play ‘ : ; 
ers 0 “Glory,” starting early in Septem- | 


to one story. For this campaign | 
to be effective, we must all use | 
the same argument. In all your 
public speeches and private con- | 
versations, therefore, stick to this 
point: That only by complete re- 
moval of this tax can your theatre 
stay in business.” 

.Although it’s unrelated to the 
tax fight, Denver circuit op John 
M. Wolfberg, in a statement repro- 
duced in a bulletin circulated by 
Allied Rocky Mountain Independ- 
ent Theatres, points up _ that 
“hrough COMPO, we have been 
trying to tell the public that the 
motion picture industry is here to 
stay. The facts are, that for every | 
theatre that has closed, one or | 
more new theatres have been built, | 
and we now have more theatres | 
in the U. S. than ever. before in 
the history of the motion picture 
business. This includes the areas 
that have had television for years.” 


Refutes Skouras 

Wolfberg’s statement was de- 
signed to refute comments by Na- 
tional Theatres prez~- Charles P. 
Skouras, Latter predicted that half 
of the nation’s theatres will be 
forced out of business by TV. (See 
separate story.) 

Also in conflict with the stressing 
of downbeat biz in the tax cam- 
paign is a report from the Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners Assn., of 
New York. Outfit related that a 

(Continued on page 19) 


John Wolfberg Scores 
C. P. Skouras Statement 
On TV Folding Theatres 


An acid reply to National Thea- 
tres prez Charles P. Skouras was 
made this week by John M. Wolf- 
berg, Denver circuit op and prexy 
of Rocky Mountain Independent 
Theatres, regarding comments at- 
tributed to Skouras at a press in- 
terview in Denver. 


Wolfberg’s statement on Skouras, 
headlined “Industry Sabotage,” is 
reproduced in RMIP’s new mem- 
bership bulletin. Said the Den- 
verte: “The City of Denver has 
just had the honor of a visit from 
that great showman, Mr. Charles 
Skouras, In order to make cer- 
tain that his visit was widely an- 
nounced in the local press, he gave 








an interview in which he an- 
nounced that television would 
soon put One-half of the .movie 


theatres out of business. Since 


that was his most shocking state- 
ment. it became the headline of 
{Continued on page 18) 


FREE TROLLEY RIDES 





Telemeter Having 


Widmark has been assigned 
opposite Miss Shelley 


to | 
in | 


ber with Jules Schermer producing | 
and Samuel Fuller directing his | 
own screenplay, | 
| 





| 


Little Opposition | 
For Feb. Pix Test, 





“Nobody's said yes—but no- | 
body’s said no,” Carl Leserman | 
declared in New York this week | 


regarding efforts to obtain film for | 
the test of Telemeter to be made | 
in Palm Springs next February. | 
Leserman and David Loew are 
partnered with Paramount in own- 
ership of the pay-as-you-see tele | 
device. 
Leserman has been making pre- | 
liminary explorations of major 
company attitudes on providing 
feature pix for the Palm Springs 
trial. Companies early in 1951 gave 
product to Zenith to test its Phone- 
vision subscription-TV gadget in 
Chicago. 

While, as Leserman explained, 
none of the majors—including Par- 
amount—has as yet made a clear- 
cut promise to provide.films, Tele- 
meter is expected to have much 
less difficulty than Zenith, One of 
the reasons is that in this case 
there are not the antagonisms that 
Commander Eugene MacDonald, 
Zenith prexy, aroused by his 
sledge-hammer_ efforts. Another 
reason is that the Phonevision trial 
provided a precedent that will 
make it slightly harder for the 
companies to refuse Telemeter. 

Even more important, however, 
is that many of the majors are 
just as anxious as Paramount and 
(Continued on page 53) 


Wanger Suit Vs. U 
Has New Plaintiff In 
Jacques Grinieff Co. 





[A WILL FIGHT TAX, 16M SUIT 





WALS 








Minneapolis, Aug. 5 
International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees and Mo-| 
tion Picture Operators confab went 
on record as asking each local| 
union to urge members to visit all | 
Congressional candidates in their | 
districts to obtain pledges of sup-| 
port for repeal of the Federal 20% | 
admission tax. | 

In another resolution at the IA} 
convention here, Richard F, Walsh, | 
International prexy, was instructed | 
to try to induce the Justice Depart- | 
ment to reconsider its action with | 
respect to the motion picture in- 
dustry 16m anti-trust case. 

Among other resolutions adopted 
was one instructing IA officers to 
exert influence on the film indus- 
try to shift a fair proportion of | 
color work for processing to east 
coast labs. Resolution points out 
that with producers converting’ 
much more to such _ processing, 
employment is suffering in. the 
east, where the gré€at bulk of black- 
and-white film is processed. 

This isn’t the time yet for gen-| 
eral wage relief for distressed ex- | 
hibitors, but the union will give | 
consideration to individual cases, 
Prexy Walsh said in his annual re- | 
port. He expressed the view tiat 
much of so-called “lost audience” 
can be brought back through ener- | 
getic showmanship. 

After Major Leslie Thompson, | 
RKO Theatres labor relations head, | 
had urged the organization to en- 
list in a booster campaign that 
would halt the attacks on the film} 
industry, shut up “calamity howl- 
ers,” help obtain repeal of the 
Federal admissions tax bite and 
bring people back into theatres, 
Walsh promised the union's par- 
ticipation. 

“We'll do all within our power, 

(Continued on page 16) 


East's COMPO-ites 
In Good-Will Visit 
To Studio Biggies 


Coast visit to be made next week 
by eastern officials of the Council 
of Motion Picture Organizations is 
designed largely as a good-will 
gesture, according to some trade- 
sters. It’s pointed out that the 
easterners haven't been west in 
about a‘ year, and huddles with 
studio officials and the _ studio 
union reps could do much in the 
way of continuing the harmonious 
relationship of N. Y. and L. A. in- 
dustryites in COMPO affairs. 








Suit filed by producer Walter 
Wanger against Universal in De- 
cember, 1948, is now being pressed 
but with a new plaintiff involved. 
Wanger, in instituting the action 
charged U with improper distribu- 
tion on four of his indie pix, name- 
ly, “Eagle Squadron,” “Arabian 
Nights,” “Salome, Where _ She 
Danced” and “Gung Ho.” Dam- 
ages of close to $1,000,000 were 
asked. 

Meantime, Wanger sold out, as- 





TO BOOST MPLS. BIZ 


o _ _ Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 

i iV Seibel, United Paramount 
heatres adver 

— here, has engineered a deal 

a y the local transit company 
‘i provide free streetcar and bus 


transportation to the Loop Wednes- 
ion 7 to 9 p.m. It will be 
7 “mount to cut in fare from 
boost. th aaat and. t expected “<1 
aa”. ore restaurant, night 
a, other downtown estab- 
rs ae _ business on nights in 
Paper ad 7 hey will plug it in news- 


4 US and via sereen travelers. 
500-ce-; shuttering of independent 
Hh, tt Northtown, total of closed 


hor... 08 the past two years | 


s 


ted risen to seven, all falling 

advent ee Since television's 

are “oO of darkened houses 
own, 


tising and publicity | 


signing the rights in the films to 
| Motion Picture Development Corp. 
This is a Jacques Grinieff outfit. 
| Consequently Wanger is out of the 
\ease and MPDC is in as the plain- 
| tiff. 

| Special master has been con- 
‘ducting hearings on the complaint 
lat the U homeoffice over the past 


,couple of weeks. These have been | 


|adjourned to next month 





Jack Dietz to Europe 


Jack ‘Dietz, exec-producer 
‘treasurer of Mutual 
‘who arrived in New York over the 
| weekend from the Coast, sails for 
Europe today (Wed.) on the Queen 
Elizabeth 

In a five-week stay abroad he 
'expects to look over new product 
and arrange production deals with 
a view toward Mutual distribution 
‘in the U.S, 


and | 
Productions. | 


Four-day series of conferences 
| begins next Tuesday (12). Partici- 


WB's Backlog 


Quite a Ladd 


It looks as though 1953 will | 
be “Alan Ladd Year” in the | 
nation’s theatres. Six new pix 
in which he’s starred will be in 
release. He’s had only. one 
film released in the past 14 
months. 

Four of the films are already 
in the can, one is in produc- 
tion and one is slated to start 
in about six weeks. Completed 
are three by Paramount, 
“Thunder in the East,” “Shane”’ 
and “Botany Bay,” and another 


by Warner Bros., “The Iron 
Mistress.” Acter is currently 
at work on the U-I lot on 
“Desert Legion” and goes to 
London soon to star in “Red 
Beret,” to be released by Co- 
lumbia. 








Cut Over 75% 


In Six Years 


Striking example of how film 
company policy and economic strat- 
egy have changed since the peak 
of the prosperity era is mirrored 


in the balance sheet and earnings | 
| statement issued by Warner Bros. 


during the past week. 

Big change, outside of the well- 
known decline in_ profits, is the 
investment in backlogs of pix, As 
of May 31, 1952, WB had $5,586,947 
tied up in completed and as-yet 
unreleased productions. State- 
ment in 1946 disclosed that the 
studio’s inventory included $23,- 
384,605 in new pix in the vaults. 
In other words, the backlog has 
been slashed more than 75% since 
boomtime. All studios, of course, 
have been whittling production 
budgets. Also, the trend in recent 
years has been to keep lensing 
skeds on a more flexible basis, 
leading to the numerical cut in 
completed and unreleased pix. 

On the financial reserve front, 
WB looks plenty strong, suggesting 
the possibility of further buy-ins 
of its outstanding common stock. 
Outfit, as of last May 31, had $15,- 
042,000 in cash and $11,432,000 in 
U. S. Government securities, for a 
total of $26,474,000. This is well 
ahead of report for ’46, when cash 

(Continued on page 19) 





No Intention by Par 
To Expand L.A. Zone 





| pating will be Trueman Rem- 


| busch, Sam Pinanski, members of | 


| COMPO’s exec board; Robert W. 
| Coyne, special counsel, and Robert 
| J. O'Donnell, “Movietime” chair- 
|man. Al Lichtman, third member 
|of the exec board, has a prior 
|commitment in the east and will 


be unable to attend. «| 


Highlight of the program will 
|/be a meeting with heads of all 
| studios with the exception of Re- 
| public. Rep’s prexy Herbert J. 
| Yates will be abroad. The four 
| visitors will report on COMPO ac- 
| tivities lined up for the future, 
|with emphasis on upcoming 
|“Movietime” tours and the drive 
to repeal the 20°: Federal admis- 
sions tax. 

Pitch is expected to be made for 
|as many top-name personalities as 
| possible for the ‘Movietime” 
junkets to the hinterlands. 





Color by Danzicolor 

“Babes in Bagdad,” Danziger 
Bros.’ indie pic produced in Spain, 
with Paulette Goddard and Gypsy 
Rose Lee as costars, was lensed in 
a foreign tinting process which 
doesn't have any trade name. 

So. naturally. it’s being referred 
to in United Artists homeoffice cir- 


‘cles as “Color by Danzicolor.” 


ing the Los Angeles area ir 
seven first-run zones, an addition 
of three, 
and there's no 
that L. A. 


layout is concerned. Consequently 


the booking pattern which applies 
|to it could not be followed in all 


differently situated locales. 


Under the new policy Par has, 
sold on a competitive bidding basis 
| three pix to first-run ops in each 
houses 
were conventional spots, the others 


of the seven zones. Four 


were ozoners. 


Bernard Lewis Named 


Bernard Lewis, onetime publicist 
Paramount and 20th-Fox, has 
been named publicity and promo- 


for 


tion manager for “Salute to Italiar 
Films Week.” 


Policy to Other Areas 


New Paramount policy of divid- 
into 


was based on circum- 
stances in that particular territory, 
intention at this 
time of expanding the plan to 
| other cities. P 

Par rep pointed out this week 
is peculiar to itself so 
far as its sprawling geographical 


Event is scheduled 


1 or7 Hin Exhib Counsel Claims Lie Detector 
DAY GUTS YET; Test Valid, Par Rebuttal 


‘Unfounded’ 


Minneapolis, Aug 
Contention of Mandt Torrison, 
cBunsel for one of the distributor 
defendants, Paramount Pictures, 
that there is no value to the lie de- 
| tector test voluntarily taken by ex- 
| hibitor Martin Lebedoff to validate 
| his disputed testimony in his $500,- 
| 000 Federal Court antitrust con- 
| spiracy clearance suit, has brought 
| a sharp reply from Lee Loevenger, 
| Lebedoff's attorney. 
In a communication to Federal 
Judge G. H. Nordbye, Loevenger 


| asserts that Lebedoff’s apparent 
| mistaken recollection of the time 
| when he conversed with former 
Paramount branch manager Ches- 
|ter Roeder regarding his Home- 
| wood Theatre's area first-run loss 
does not reflect either on his cli- 
ent’s truthfulness or the _ test's 


value, as averred by Torrison 

Moreover, Loevenger brands the 
Torrison attack on the test as “a 
|; complete non-sequitur and simply 
|}a repetition of the defendant's 
| practice of making libelous charges 
without foundation.” Also, Loe- 
venger claims that the Torrison af- 
fidavit containing the attack brings 
to light the important new point 
that S. P. Halpern, a local attorney, 
| was employed by Paramount in 
| December, 1933, as its attorney, to 
sue Lebedoff, and then, in June, 
1934, he, Halpern, appeared as 
| counsel for the late W. A. Steffes, 
to whose competing Paradise The- 
,;atre the Lebedoff first-run was 
| given, in dismissing a Steffes anti- 
trust conspiracy clearance _ suit 
against Paramount. 

This fact strongly supports the 

(Continued on page 19) 





Showing Burley Film 
May K.0. License Of 
RKO House in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 
The RKO-Pan, one of two local 
RKO houses, faces possible loss of 
its license following action by the 
Police Department morals squad in 
halting the showing there of 
“French Peep Show,” an independ- 
ently distributed filmed burlesque 
performance, and the arrest of the 
theatre's manager, George R. 
Stephens, on a charge of exhibiting 
an “indecent” motion picture. 
Police confiscated the film and a 
six-foot poster. Pat Walling, morals 
squad chief, said the theatre man- 
agement will have to show cause 
before the city council health and 
hospitals committee why its license 
; Should not be revoked. The RKO 
| circuit has the theatre under lease 
from its owner, E. R. Ruben. 
| The picture opened Wednesday 
as part of a twin bill with “Stolen 
Face” and it attracted large patron- 
age in consequence of daring ad- 
vertising. Walling sent four of his 
| squad members to review the Fri- 
|day 9 p.m. showing, and after 
watching it for 40 of its 55 minutes 
they went to the projection rvom 
and ordered its immediate cessa- 
tion. On Saturday the theatre sub- 
stituted “Sleeping City.” : 
The picture was brought to Min- 
neapolis from New York by its dis- 
tributor, Dwain Esper. 
| The RKCQ-Pan is an “A” house 
that plays moveovers from the 
other Minneapolis RKO theatre, 
the Orpheum; first-runs and reis- 
. | sues. It has been encountering con- 
|Siderable difficulty in obtaining 
enough satisfactory product Its 
76c admission after 5 p.m. is the 
same as that of other loop “A” 
| theatres. 


13 KIDS INJURED AS 
| THEATRE CEILING FALLS 








Austin, Aug. 5 
A large section of plaster ceiling 
collapsed in the Queen Theatre on 
Thursday (31), injuring 13 ol a 


, youthful audience that had come to 


see “Tarzan's Savage Fury 


to be held in New York Oct, 6-12 Panic-stricken youngsiers, mi 

Some seven Italian pictures will of them between six anc ] 
be screened during the week. in the audience. Three chik 
Among them is “Anna,” a Lux re-| had to be dug out. Two were | 
‘lease starring Silvana Mangano, !conscious but quick 
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Cole Helps ‘Jeanie’ to Solid 


$34,000 in L.A.; ‘Knock’ Loud $26,000, 


‘Jacks Hep 266, ° 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 

Overall first-run biz here con- 
tinues on a slight upbeat, with sev- 
eral bills strong enough to pull the 
total up despite some soft spots. 
Stage date of Nat “King” Cole and 
Bell Sisters is hyping “Dream of 
Jeanie” to solid $34,000 at the 
L. A. Paramount. “Don’t Bother 
To Knock” shapes okay $26,000 or 
near in three theatres while “Brig- 
and” looks moderate $19,500 in two 
spots. 

“Duel at Silver Creek” looms 
medium $15,000 in three houses. 
“Lovely To Look At” is okay $17,- 
000 in two houses, second round. 

Biggest holdover is “Jumping 
Jacks” with hefty $26,000 in three 
theatres for second round while big 
$57,000 is expected from four con- 
ventionals and three drive-ins. 


+ 


Lovely’ Oke 176, 2d 





Broadway Grosses 


* Estimated Total Gross 
This Week . .. .$594 
(Based on 18 theatres) 
Last Year . .$555,700 
(Based on 18 theatres) 


scream tama 


‘Arms’ Standout 





300 











Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 
New products plus hefty week- 





Estimates for This Week 

Los Angeles, Chinese, Ritz (F WC) | 
(2.097: 2,048; 1,370; 70-$1.10)—| 
“We're Not Married” (20th) and | 
“Sea Tiger’ (Mono) 2d wk). Fair | 
$17,000. Last week, $22,400. 

Hollywood, Wiltern, Globe (WB- 
FWC) (2,756; 2,344; 782; 70-$1.10) | 
—“Don’t Bother To Knock” (20th). 
Okay $26,000. Last week, Holly- 


wood, Wiltern, “Working Way 
Through College” (WB) (3d wk)- 
5 days), $6,000. 

Beverly Hills, Downtown (WB) 


(1,612; 1,757; 80-$1.25)—“Will Rog- 
ers” (WB) (4th wk). Modest $10,000. 
Last week, $12,200. 

Egyptian, Orpheum (UATC-Met- 
ropolitan) (1,538; 2,213; 70-$1.10)— 
“Lovely Look At” (M-G) and “Tar- 


get” (RKO) (Orpheum only) (2d 
wk). Okay $17,000. Last week, 
$25.00. 


Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2,752; 
2,812; 70-$1.10)—‘“Brigand” (Col) 
and “Cripple Creek” (Col). Slow 
$19,500. Last week, “King Kong” 
(RKO) and “Leopard Man” (RKO) 
(reissues) (2d wk-5 days), $16,200. 


Rialto, Hollywood Paramount, 
Loyola (Metropolitan-F&M-FWC) 
(640; 1,430; 1,248; '70-$1.10)— 
“Jumping Jacks” (Par) (2d wk). 
Sturdy, $26,000. Last week, solid 
$40,000 here; combined $80,000 
four hard-tops, three ozoners. 

Los Angeles Paramount (UPT) 
(3,300; 85-$1.50) — “Dream of 
Jeanie” (Rep), with Nat “King” 
Cole, Bell Sisters onstage. Solid 
$34,000. Last week, with Wilshire 
(FWC) (2,296; 70-$1.10), ‘“Diplo- 
matic Courier’ (20th), $19,600. 
“Courier” holds second frame Wil- 
shire for light $4,500. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,106; .70-$1.10)— 
“Untamed Frontier” (U) (2d. wk). 
Mild $2,500: Last week, with 10 
days at Loew’s State, $13,200. 

EI Rey, Iris, Loew’s State (FWC- 
UATC) (861; 814; 2,404; 70-$1.10)— 
“Duel Silver Creek” (U) 
“Cpl. Dolan AWOL” (Rep). 
Medium $15,000. Last week, El 
Rey, Iris, Globe, Uptown, “Strange 
World” (Indie) and “Born to Sad- 
dle’ (Indie) (10 days), $10,200. 

United Artists, Uptown (UATC- 
FWC) (2,100; 1,719; 70-$1.10) — 
“Dark Command” (Rep) = and 
“Brimstone” (Rep) (reissues). Slim 
$6,500. Last week, United Artists, 


“Kisenga” (Indie) and ‘Massacre 
Hill” (Indie), $3,000. 
Vogue (FWC) (885; 70-$1) — 


“Greatest Show” (Par) (4th wk). 
Sturdy $3,500. Last week, $3,600. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (679; 80-$1.20) 
—‘Man in White Suit” (U) (10th 
wk). Oke $1,800. Lats week, same. 

Four Star (UATC) (900; 85-$1.20) 
—‘Wild Heart” (RKO) (3d wk). 
Fair $4,000. Last week, $5,200. 

Canon (ABC) (520; $1)—“Actors 
and Sin” (UA) (2d wk). Oke $4,- 
700. Last week, $5,300. 


‘ROGERS’ DIM $10,500, 
PITT; ‘LOVELY’ 116, 2D 


' Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 
“Will Rogers” is downtown's 
single new picture this week, and 
rated disappointingly at Stanley, 
with slim total. In second stanzas, 
“High Noon” at Harris, “Robin 
Hood” at Warner and “Lovely To 
Look At” at Penn are all holding 





‘and | $9,500 


end trade is giving the boxoffice a 
nice upbeat here this stanza. Satur- 


day night looked like the nearest | 


thing to New Year’s Eve seen here 
in months. Three Goldman houses, 
putting on a heavy newspaper ad 
campaign for trio of new pix, 
showed immediate results, with 
“World in His Arms,” “Robin 
Hood” and “Don’t Bother To 
Knock” all breaking fast, their 
great showings cutting into trade 
of holdovers in other houses. Big- 
gest coin is going to “World in 
Arms,” great at the Randolph. 
Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (S&S) (625; 85-$1.20)— 
“Scaramouche (M-G) (8th wk), 
Holding at $5,000. Last week, 
steady $5,200. 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—‘“High 
Noon” (UA) (2d wk). Fine $13,000. 
Last week, lofty $20,000. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—“Jump- 
ing Jacks” (Par) (4th wk). Sturdy 
$12,000. Last week, $17,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99)—“‘Robin Hood” (RKO). Big 
$18,000. Last week, “Francis To 
West Point” (U). Trim $10,000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“Island of Desire’ (UA). Oke $17,- 
000 or near. Last week, “Will 
Rogers” (WB) (2d wk). $11,000. 

Midtown (Goldman) (1,000; 50-99) 
—“Don’t Bother to Knock” (20th). 
Fast $15,000. Last week, “Storm 
Over Tibet” (Col) and “Bed Snow” 
(Col). $5,000. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 
99)—"‘World in Arms” (U). Great 
$25,000 or close. Last week, ‘“‘We’re 
Not Married” (20th) (2d° wk). Oke 
$13,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,900; 50-99)— 
“Carrie” (Par). Good $17,000. Last 
week, “King Kong” (RKO) and 
“Leopard Man” (RKO) (reissues) 
(3d wk). $15,000. 

Stanton (WB)) (1,473; 50-99)— 
“Duel at Silver Creek” (U). Tidy 

9,500. Last week, “Valley of 
Eagles” (Lip), $7,000. 

Studio (Goldberg) (500; 50-99)— 
“Encore” (Par) (6th wk). Fair 
$2,200. Last week, $2,500. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 85-$1.20) 
-—“Diplomatic Courier” (20th) (2d 
= k $8,000. Last week, $12, 





‘Noon’ Torrid $16,000 In 
Buff; ‘Show’ Trim 146, 
‘Desire’ Fancy $20,000 


Buffalo, -Aug. 5. 

“High Noon” shapes as standout 
here this session with lofty take 
at the Century. “Greatest Show” 
also looms big in 9-day return date 
at Paramount. “Island of Desire” 
held for 11 days at the Buffalo to 
land a fine total. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffale (Loew's) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Island of Desire” (UA). Fine $20,- 
000 in 11 days. “Washington Story” 
(M-G) and “Confidence Girl” (UA) 
due in next. 

Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Greatest Show on Earth” (Par). 
Trim $14,000 looms for 9-day book- 
ing. Last week, “Jumping Jacks” 
(Par) and “Fort Osage” (Mono) 
(3d wk-5 days), fancy $9,000. 





up well _ First two are likely to 

Stay again while “Lovely” moves 

to Ritz for moveover run. 

Estimates for This Week 

- Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 50-85)— 

Black Swan” (20th) and “Shores 

of Tripoli” (20th) (reissues). Pair 

of oldies shooting nice $5,000, best 

id eae time. Last week, 
ere Not Married” (2 

$4,500 t rried 20th), only 


Harris (Harris) (2.200: 50-85)— | 


“High Noon” (UA) (2d wk). Main- 
taining strong pace at $8,000, or 
(Continued on Page 20) 


Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70)— 
“Will Rogers” (WB). Fairly fine 
| $9,000 or over. 


| $7,500. 


Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Brigand” (Col) and “Montana Ter- 
|ritory” (Col). Fair $7,000. Last 


|week, “Francis To West Point” | 


/(U) and “Spider and Fly” (U), good 
$8,500. 


' 
1 


| 40-70)—"High Noon” (UA). 


$16,000. Last week, “Robin Hood” 
1(RKO), $9,000. 


In Philly, $25,000 


Last week, “We're | 85 
|Not Married” (20th) (2d wk), big! 





Century (20th Century) (3,000; | 
Lofty | 


‘ ? 
FRANCIS’ OKAY 116, 
’ ‘ ? 
L’ VILLE; ‘ROGERS’ 76 
Louisville, Aug. 5. g 

“Francis Goes To West Point 
at Loew’s State is a bright spot on 
the main stem this week, along 
with “Will Rogers” at the Mary 
Anderson. Takes at both houses 
should be in the healthy brackets. 
“Jumping Jacks” is big in second 
| Rialto week. In general, business 
tone at downtown houses is perky. 

Estimates for This Week 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,000; 54-75) 
—‘Anybody Seen My Gal” (U) and 
“Just Across the Street” (U) (2d 
wk). Still potent at $3,500 after 
last week’s strong $4,500. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; 
54-75) —“Will Rogers” (WB). Live- 
ly $7,000. Last week, “Working 
Way Through College” (WB) (2d 
wk), fine $6,500. 3 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
54-75)—“Jumping Jacks” (Par) (2d 
wk). Strong $14,000. Last week, 
|smash $21,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 54-75)— 
“Francis To West Point” (U) and 
“Captive City” (UA). Okay $11,- 
000. Last week, “Walk East On 
Beacon” (Col) and “Sniper” (Col), 
$8,500. 

Strand (FA) (1,200; 54-75)—“Out- 





llaw Women” (Lip) and “Stolen 
|Face” (Lip). Okay $3,000. Last 
| week, “Lady in Iron Mask” (20th) 
jand “Fabulous Senorita” (Rep), 
| $4,000. 





‘Show Great 116 
Pacing Mild K.C. 


Kansas City, Aug. 5. 

“Greatest Show” is leading the 
way here this week, giving the 
Paramount a hefty take on its first 
run at regular prices. “Duel at 
Silver Creek” in four Fox Midwest 
houses is holding average pace, as 
is “Island of Desire” at the Mid- 
land. “Robin Hood” in second 
week at Missouri was yanked after 
four days for split week policy. All 
regular first runs now uniform in 
admission prices, Midland and 
Paramount recently going to 75c 
top, bringing them on par with 
Missouri Theatre and Fox four 
houses. Weather stays plenty 
warm although long dry spell 
broken by rain over weekend. 

Estimates for This Week 

Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 50-75)— 
“Narrow Margin” (RKO). Moderate 
$1,600. Last week, “Latuko” (In- 
die) (4th wk), $1,100. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500: 50-75) 
—‘Island of Desire’ (UA) “and 
“First Legion” (UA). Average $10,- 
000. Last week, “Lovely Look At” 
(M-G) and “Four in a Jeep” (In- 
die) (2d wk), fairish $8,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 50-75)— 
“Robin Hood” (RKO-Disney) (2d 
wk). Four da ot $3,500, with 
“Winchester 73” (U) and “Coman- 
che Territory”. (U) (reissues), 3 
days, getting $2,000. Last week, 
“Robin Hood” (RKO) rousing $11,- 
000, best here in months. 

Paramount (Tri-States) (1,900; 
50-75) — “Greatest Show” (Par). 
First time at regular pricés here, 
and heading for great $11,000. Last 
week, “Jumping Jacks” (Par) (3d 
wk), $4,000 in 4 days. 

Tower, Uptown, Fairway, Gra- 
nada ‘Fox Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 
700; 1,217; 50-75)—‘‘Duel at Silver 
Creek” (U) and “Dream of Jeanie” 
(Rep). Average $13,000. Last week, 


of Cimarron” (20th), same. 

Vogue (Golden) (500; 50-85)— 
“Last Holiday” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Pleasing $1,700. Last week, $2,000. 


‘SHOW’ LIVELY $16,000, 
- DENVER; ‘ROGERS’ 206 


‘ Denver, Aug. S. 

_ “Greatest Show on Earth,” play- 
ing at pop scale shapes standout 
with smash session at Denham. It is 
holding. “Will Rogers” also is nice 
in two houses to get biggest total 
coin this week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 50.85) — 

“River” (UA) and “Song of My 
Heart” (Rep) (2d wk). Fair $6,000. 
Last week, $8,000. 
Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,200: 50- 
) — “Scaramouche” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Off to $7,000. Last week fine 
$10,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 50-85) 
—“Greatest Show on Earth” (Par). 
Smash $16,000. Last week, “Jump- 
ing Jacks” (Par) (3d wk), $8,000, 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 50-85) — 
“Will Rogers” (WB) and “Confi- 
dence Girl” (UA), day-date with 
Esquire. Fine $17,000. Last week, 
ior To West Point” (U) and 


(Continued on page 20) 








“Sally and St. Anne” (U) and “Rose | $ 


‘Noon’ Riding High at $35,000, Det: 
- Eagles’ Bright 136, ‘Arms’ Big 12¢ 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This week $2,570,600 
(Based on 25 cities, 214 the- 
atres, chiefly first runs, includ- 





eeeee 


ing N. Y.) 
* Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year ...... $2,448,000 


(Based on 25 cities, and 194 
theatres.) 





Tanhoe’ Terrif 
$38,000 in Cleve. 


Cleveland, Aug. 5._ 

Big news here this session is 
great total being racked up by 
“Tyanhoe” at the Stillman. “Lure 
of Wilderness” shapes stout at the 
Allen while- holdover of “Francis 
To West Point” is holding nicely 
in second week at the Palace. 

Estimates for This’ Week 

Allen (Warner) (3,000; 55-80) — 
“Lure of Wilderness (20th). Perky 
$12,000. Last week, “Working Way 
Through College” (WB), $10,000. 

Hipp (Scheftel-Burger) (3,7@0; 55- 
80)—“‘Robin Hood” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Off to $10,000. Last week, big 
$18,500. 

Ohio (Loew’s) (1,305; 55-80) — 
“Island of Desire’ (UA) (m.60.). 
Nice $4,500. Last week, “Without 
Warning” (UA) and “Captive City” 
(UA), (2d wk-6 days) $3,500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-80) — 
“Francis To West Point” (U) (2d 
wk). Trim $10,500. Last week, 
strong $13,500. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-80) — 
“All Because of Sally” (U). Only 
$9,000. Last week, “Island of 
Desire” (UA), $12,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-80)— 
“Ivanhoe” (M-G-M). Great $38,000. 
Last week, “Lovely to Look At” 
(M-G), $4,500 in 5 days. 

Tower (Scheftel-Burger) (500; 
55-80) — “Tembo” (RKO). Okay 
$4,500. Last week, “Strange World” 
(UA) and “Skipalong Rosenblum” 
(UA), $5,000. 

Lower Mall (Community) (585; 
55-80) — “Encore” (Par). Fine 
$3,000. Last week, “Actors and 
Sin” (UA), slow $2,500. 


‘Ivanhoe’ Wham $45,000, 
Frisco; ‘Trinidad’ Sock 
226, ‘Noon’ Boffo 166 


San Francisco, Aug. 5. 
Market Street biz is perky this 
session. “Ivanhoe” shapes terrific 
$45,000 or nea? at the Warfield after 
etting ,000 in first four days. 
ouse is getting $1.50 top. This 
would mean the biggest grosser at 
house since “Quo Vadis” which 
was in 1949. Big exploitation for 
Orpheum and United Artists is 
spelling smash biz for “Affair in 
Trinidad” at the Orph and “High 
Noon” at the latter, a much small- 
er house. 
Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 65- 
95)—‘‘Montana Li gr | (Col) and 
“Kansas Territory” (Mono). Fair 
9,000. Last week, “King Kong” 
(RKO) and “Leopard Man” (RKO) 
(reissues) (2d wk), okay $13,000. 
Fox (FWC) (4,651; 65-95)—“Will 
Rogers” (WB) and “Navajo” (Lip). 
Mild $14,000. Last week, “We're 
Not Married” (20th) and “Tough 
Girl” (Rep), $17,500 for 8 days. 
Warfield (Loew’s) (2,656; 80- 
$1.50)—“Ivanhoe” (M-G). Terrific 
$45,000. Last week, “Pat and Mike” 
(M-G) (3d wk-5 days), $9,000. 
; Paramount (Par) (2,646; 65-95)— 
Heuping. Ha pn i (3d wk). 
olding a 00. Last week, 
$15,000 ’ je 


St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 65-95)— 
Pr ey op een had (20th) 
wk). i 000. La b 
$14000. g st week 
Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 65- 
95)—“Affair In Trinidad” (Col) and 
“Rainbow Round My Shoulder” 
(Col), Smash $22,000. Last week, 
Anybody Seen My Gal” (U) $9,000. 
United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
65-95)—““High Noon” (UA). Great 
$16,000. Last week, “Tales of Hoff- 
mann” (UA) (reissue), $5,500. 
2 Stagedoor (A-R) (370; 85-$1)— 
Laura” (20th) and “This Above 
All” (20th). Good $3,600. Last 


week, $3,800. 
(400; 65-85)— 














mead nate 
ortrait of Clare” (Mono), Weak 
$2,000. Last week, “Kind Hearts, 





Coronets” (Indie) 
= gy (reissue) (4th 


‘000 opener 


, Detroit, Aug. 5 

High Noon” is riding high at 
the Fox and reaching for 4 loft 
total. “Valley of Eagles” y 


winging at United Artiste «°°, '8 


“Paula 
looks okay at the Palms “World 
in Arms” is doing likewise at the 
Adams. “Jumping Jacks” j< stave 
ing aloft nicely in third week aj 


the Michigan. 
Estimates for This Week 


Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000: 70-95) 
—“High Noon” (UA) and “Without 
Warning” (UA). High $35,009 
Last week, “Lure of Wilderness 
(20th) and “Red Sno Col) 
$21,000. . 

Michigan (United-Detroit) (4,009: 
70-95) —"‘Jumping Jacks” Par) and 


“Brigand” (Col) (3d wk). Still hefty 
at $16,000. Last week, $23,000. 
Palms (UD) (2,961; 70-95). 
“Paula” (Col) and “Denver Rig 
Grande” (Par). Oke $12,000. Last 
week, “Wild Heart” (RKO) and 
“Dark Man” (Indie), $15,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,900; 70-95). 
“Spanish Main” (RKO) and “Navy 
Comes Through” (RKO) 
Slow $7,000. Last week 
Hoffmann” (UA), $6,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1.900: 70. 
95)—"‘Valley of Eagles” (Lip) and 
“Stolen Face” (Lip). Okay $13. 
000. Last week, ‘Francis To West 
Point” (U) and “Jet Job” (Mono), 
$7,500. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
“World in Arms” (U). Big at $12. 
000. Last week, “California Con- 

uest” (Col) and “Glory Trail” 
(M-G), $7,000. 


Rain Lifts Prov; ‘Robin’ 
Nifty $12,000, ‘Married’ 
Nice 106, ‘Jacks’ 96, 2d 


Providence, Aug. 5. 
All stands reported unusually 
hefty Saturday biz, with first rain 
in more than month helping con 
siderably. On the hot side are Al- 


reissues), 
“Tales of 





bee’s “Robin Hood,’ Majestic’s 
“We're Not Married” and Loew's 
State’s “Lovely To Look At.” 


Strand is holdin 

with “Jumping 

ond round. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65) — 
“Robin Hood” (RKO). Very strong 
$12,000. Last week, “The Sniper” 
(Col) and “Dark Command” (Rep), 
good $8,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) — 
“We're Not Married” (20th) and “I 
Dream of Jeanie” (Rep). Hefty 
$10,000. Last week, “Will Rogers 
(20th) and “Fabulous Senorita 
(Rep), $9,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,200; 44-65) — 
“Lovely Look At” (M-G) and “You 
For Me” (M-G). Fair $14,500. Last 
week, “Girl In White” (M-G) and 
“Washington Story” (M-G), $9,000. 
Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—“Jumping Jacks” (Par). Third 
week opened Monday (4). Second 
week was big $9,000. 


‘JACKS’ HUGE $24,000, 
D.C; LOVELY’ BIG 236 


Washington, Aug. 5. 

Hypoed by sweltering weather 
and usual flock of summer visitors, 
downtown houses are doing nicé 
business with “Jumping Jacks, 
“Lovely to Look At” and “Were 
Not Married” leading the way. 
“Latuko” is breaking all records a 
the arty Dupont. 


Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew's) (3,434; 55-95/— 
“We're Not Married” (20th) plus 
Mary Small onstage. Sock $25, 
000. Last week, “Wait “Til Sum 
Shines” (20th) plus vaude, $18,500. 
Dupont (Lopert) (372; 50-89) 4 
“Latuko” (Indie). Smash $9.500 an 
holding, naturally. Last week. “' * 
der Paris Sky” (Indie) (2d wk- 
days), fair on rne- . 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 50-85) 4 
“King Kong” (RKO) (reissue) (2 
wk). Nice $8,500 after sensational 
16,000 opener. 

. Metropolitan (WB) (1,200; 50-80) 
—“Brave Warrior” (Col). Oke oe 
500. Last week, “Models, Inc. 4" 
die), $4,800. . —e 
Palace (Loew's (2,370; 50-80 
“Lovely Look At” (M-G). Big $29; 
000. Last week, “Diplomatic Cour 
ier” (20th) (2d wk), okay $13 oe 
Playhouse (Lopert) (485; 50-S! H 
—"Outcast of Islands” ‘UA’ 
wk). Solid $6,000 after strons 


‘ : 1-80) — 
(WB) (2,174; 50-80) = 
ewill 


for third session 
acks,” big in secs 





\e 


$8,° 


Warner 
“Jumping Jacks” (Par). | 
$24,000. Holds. Last week, 





Rogers” (WB), $14,000. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 9 





(hi Soars; Paleface’ Powerful 476: 
‘Affair’-Paul-Ford Colossal $70,500, 
‘Sky’ Big 366, Robin Hood’ Fast 286 





Chicago, Aug. . : 
i i nce, ha 
Chicago boxoffice, for once, 
arfec bination of perfect 
the pened) gy influx of visitors 


; or, large 

weathe®: oduct, It all adds up to 
the biggest biz in the last six 
months Oriental reopened Thurs- 
day (31) with Jane Russell personal 
to launch “Son of Paleface. First 
week looks lush $47,000. 


real standout is the 
“Affair in Trinidad” 
and Mary Ford, 


However, 


Chicago with 
lus Les Paul 


k Fontaine heading stage- 
so Combo is soaring to colos- 
sal $70,500, topping anything in 


- ¢ hd ; ky” 
st year at house. Big Sk) 

rid preem looks socko $36,500. 
“Robin Hood” and all-Disney pro- 
ram at Roosevelt will hit a fancy 


98.000 or close. Grand with 
fees the Street” and “Scarlet 
Angel” looms fairly good $12,000. 


There’s only one second weeker, 


“Girl in White” and “Washington 
Story,” only passable at the United 
Artists. “Greatest Show” is still 


lling big, with $16,000 for 13th 
vosk at the Palace. “Lovely to 
Look At” at State-Lake is mild. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98-$1.25) 
—“Affair in Trinidad” (Col) plus 
Les Paul & Mary Ford and Frank 
Fontaine Heading for terrific 
$70,500. Last week, “Working Way 
Through College” (WB) with vaude 
(2d wk), $37,000. 


Grand (RKO) (1,500; 98)— 
“Across Street” (U)} and “Scarlet 
Angel” (U). Trim $12,000. Last 


week, “Clash by Night” (RKO) and 
“Yank in Indo-China” (RKO) (2d 
wk), $12,000. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 98)— 
“Son of Paleface” (Par). Theatre 
is relighting with a smash $47,000. 

Palace (Eitel) (2,500; 98-$1.25)— 
“Greatest Show” (Par) (13th wk). 
Holding staunchly with $16,000. 
Last week, $18,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98)— 
“Robin Hood” (RKO-Disney)— 
There’s gold here with fancy $28,- 
000. Last week, “Francis To West 
Point’ (U) and “Lady in Iron 
Mask” (20th) (2d wk), $14,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 55-98) 
—‘‘Lovely Look At” (M-G) (4th wk). 
= $12,000. Last week, $14,- 


Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; 98)— 
“Encore” (Par). Lusty $5,000, Last 
week, “Outcast of Islands” (UA) 
(Sth wk), $3,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- 
98\—“Girl in White” (M-G) and 
“Washington Story” (M-G), Not 
800 bad at $8,500. Last week, $12,- 


a a ( esemests, eh 98)— 
ig Sky” . Hypoed per- 
peaele of Kirk Douglas and Bewey 
Martin. Nifty $36,000. Last week. 
We're Not Married” (20th) (3d 
wk), $13,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 98)—“Young 
and Damned” (Indie) (3d wk). 
Staunch $4,000. Last week, $6,000. 


‘Carrie’ Nice $11,000, 
Balto; ‘My Gal’ $9,000 


_. . Baltimore, Aug. 5. 

Activity in downtown sector here 
remains uneventful with vital 
weekend trade hit hard by compet- 
hg nearby shore and park activity. 
Of current list, “Carrie” looks best 
3 not very strong at the Stanley. 
’ ere Not Married,” is disappoint- 
ng at the New. Other entries are 
ust so-so 


Estimates for This Week 
noe tntury (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
sam Anybody Seen My Gal” (U). 
Ice $9.000. Last week, “Scarlet 
Angel” (U) $6,900. 
pneith’s (‘Schanberger) (2,240; 20- 
—'Francis To West Point” (U). 
ne tomorrow (Wed.) after 
(Poe week of “Jumping Jacks” 
robust re cee ease to previous 
; S zas i 
$42,000 total for -—" = 
Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-70) — 
in + in Iron Mask” (20th). Reach- 
we touse average at $4,000. Last 
i: The Brigand” (Col), $4,200. 
“We're Mechanic) (1,800; 20-70)—- 
anc te Not Married” (26th). Dis- 
oon ‘nting at modest $7,000. Last 
., caramouche” (M-G) (3d 


Wk), $4,700. 
«Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75) — 
Leading current 





p a (Par) 

arade with fairl . 

as y nice $11,000. 

4aSt sp scunys ’ 

$8800" eek, “Will Rogers” (WB), 
Town (Ra 

(Md wks 


healt}; 


ong” (RKO) (reissue) 
ot to $6,000 after very 
selaway at socko $13,300. 





Ppaport) (1,500; 35-70) | 65-90) -- “We're Not 


| (20th). 


Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; 1. e., 
without the 20% tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as. indicated, 
— the U. S. amusement 

x. 


Gleason Ups Duel’ 


To Hot 306, Hu 


Boston, Aug. 5. 

Jackie Gleason and his TV 
troupe at RKO-Boston plus “Duel 
at Silver Creek” is setting pace 
this stanza with balance of down- 
town majors not too strong. ‘“Jump- 
ing Jacks” in second frame at Met 
looks strong while “High Noon” in 








second stanza at Astor is okay. 
“Will Rogers” at Paramount and 
Fenway is very disappointing. 


“Lovely to Look At” looms okay 
in second week in two. spots. 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (B&Q) (1,500; 50-95) — 
“High Noon” (UA) (2d wk). Held 
at $10,000 following great $17,500 

for first. 

Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) (682; 
50-90)—“‘Run For Your Money” (U) 
and “Happiest Days of Life” 
(Regal). Held only 3 days of third 
week with a total of nearly $5,000 
for 10 days of second week. 

Boston (RKO) (3,000; 85-$1.10)— 
“Duel at Silver Creek” (U) plus 
Jackie Gleason TV unit onstage. 

ened fairly strong, with solid 
$30,000 likely on week. Last week, 
“King Kong” (RKO) and “Leopard 
Man” (RKO) (reissues) (2d wk-9 
days), big $12,000. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85) — 
“Will Rogers” (WB) and “Sea 
Tiger” (Mono). Sluggish $3,200. 
Last week, “Lady in Iron Mask” 
(20th) and “Dolan Goes AWOL” 
(Mono), $2,000. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 40-85)—- 
“Diplomatic Courier’ (20th) and 
“Breakdown” (Indie) split week 
with reissues, “To Shores Tripoli” 
(20th) and “Black Swan” (20th). 
Oke $9,000 shapes. Last week, 
“Diplomatic Courier” and “Break- 
down” (Indie), modest $15,000. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 40-85) 
— “Jumping Jacks” (Par) and 
“Without Warning’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Holding up strongly at $23,000 fol- 
lowing socko $31,000 for first. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Lovely Look At” (M-G) and 
“Confidence Girl” (UA) (2d wk). 
Nice $13,500 after $19,000 for first. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
—‘Will Rogers” (WB) and “Sea 
Tiger” (Mono). Mild $8,500. Last 
week, “Lady in Iron Mask” (20th) 
and “Dolan Goes AWOL” (Mono), 
$7,000. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85) — 
“Lovely Look At” (M-G) and “Con- 
fidence Girl” (UA) (2d wk). About 
$7,000 after nice $10,000 opener. 





‘Scaramouche’ Great At 


12G, Seattle; ‘Noon’ 156 


Seattle, Aug. 5. 

“Scaramouche” and “K ing 
Kong,” on reissue, look like best 
here this stanza. Former is rated 
great at Music Hall. “Kong,” play- 
ing at Palomar and Roosevelt, two 
Sterling houses with combined 
seating capacity of 2,150, shapes 
solid $12,000, same. figure as 
“Scaramouche.” “Will Rogers” is 
not doing well at Orpheum but 
“High Noon” looms big at Para- 
mount. “We’re Not Married’ at 
Fifth Avenue is fairly big. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 65- 

90)—“Francis to West Point” (WB) 


(m.o.). Good $3,000, Last week, 
“World in Arms” (U) (4th wk), 
s 


ame. 
Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,829; 65- 
90) —“Jumping Jacks” (Par) and 
“Montana Incident” (Mono) (2d 
wk). Holding at - $13,000 after 
$17,700 last week. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2.366; 
Married” 
Big $9,000. Last week, 


(Continued on page 20) 


‘Married’ Nice $13,500, 
Torent.:; ‘My Gal’ 8G 


Toronto, Aug. 5. 

With long civic holiday week- 
end, biz generally is down. But 
third frame of “Jumping Jacks” is 
still leading the town for steady 
returns. “We're Not Married” and 
“Has Anybody Seen My Gal” are 
topping the newcomers. “Scara- 
mouche” is also holding big in 
fourth frame. ; 


Estimates for This Week 


Crest, Downtown, Glendale, May- 
fair, Scarboro, State (Taylor) (863; 





1,059; 955; 470; 698; 694; 35-60)—| 
“Atomic City” (Par) and “Bal 
Tabarin” (Rep). Light $10,000. 


Last week, “Lion and Horse’ (WB) 





and “One Big Affair” (UA), $10,-| 
| 000. 

Eglinton (FP) (1,080; 40-80) — 
“Lady Godiva Rides Again” (Lon- 
don). So-so $6,000. Last week, 
“Narrow Margin” (RKO) (3d wk), 
$5,000. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 50-80)—| 
| “Jumping Jacks” (Par) (3d wk) 


| Holding at fine $14,000. Last week, | 
| $15,000. 
| Loew’s (Loew) (2.748: 50-80)—| 
“Scaramouche” (M-G) (4th wk). 
Nice $9,500. Last week, $11,000. | 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 50-90)—/)} 
| “High Noon” (UA) (2d wk). Neat | 
| $10,000. Last week, $15,000 
| Shea’s (FP) (2,396: 40-80)—| 
| “We're Not Married” (20th). Fine} 
| $13,500. Last week, “Working Way 
Through College” (WB) (2d wk), 
$10.500. 


| Tivoli, University (FP) (1,436; | 
| 1,558; 40-80)—‘‘Woman’s Angle” | 
|(AB). Fair $9,000. Last week, | 


“Rains Came” (20th) (reissue) and 
“Assassin for Hire” (20th), $8,500. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 40-80)— 
| “Anybody Seen My Gal” (U). Nice 
| $8,500. Last week, “Girl in White” 
(M-G), $5,000. 


‘Jeanie’ Tall 116 
In Smart St. Loo 


St. Louis, Aug. 5. 

Biz is displaying renewed 
strength here this session. “Jump- 
|ing Jacks” opened in smash fashion 
today at the Fox. “I Dream of 
Jeanie” otherwise is standout new- 
comer with neat takings at the 
Missouri. “Wild Heart” shapes 
okay at two small-seaters. ‘‘Work- 
ing Way Through College” on 
moveover at Ambassador after two 
weeks at the Missouri paired with 
“Francis Goes to West Point” 
looks nice. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 60-75) 
—‘‘Working Way Through College” 
(WB) (m.o.) and “Francis To West 
Point” (U). Nice $11,000. Last 
week, “Diplomatic Courier” (20th) 
and “Scarlet Angel” (U), $10,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60-75) — 
“Jumping Jacks” (Par) and 
“Atomic City” (Par). Opened to- 
day (Tues.). Last week, “Will 
Rogers” (WB) and “Half-Breed” 
(RKO), trim $16,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75) — 
“Lovely Look At” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Neat $13,000 following $20,000 for 
opening stanza. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60-75) — 
“Dream of Jeanie’ (Rep) and “3 
for Bedroom C” (WB). Solid $11,- 
000. Last week, “Working Way 
Through College” (WB) and “Pace 


| with new stageshow at the Music 


| $101,000 in second round at Para- 


‘headed by Tony 





That Thrills’ (RKO) (2d wk), 
$9,000. 

Pageant (St. L. Amus.) (1,000; 90) 
—“‘Wild Heart” (RKO). Good 


$4,000. Last week, “My Son John” | 
(Par) (2d wk), $3,500. 

Shady Oak (St. L. Amus.) (800; 
90)—"‘Wild Heart’ (RKO). Nice 
$4,500. Last week, “My Son John” 
(Par) (2d wk), $4,000. 


Big Pix, Weather Up B’way; ‘Ivanhoe’ 
Mighty $176,000, ‘Affair’ Terrif 436, 
New Highs, ‘Jacks’-Cornell 1016, 2d 


Broadway first-run business is 
soaring this session. A combina- 
tion of strong product and favor- 
able weather is turning the trick, 
current week being best all-round 
stanza since the summer dog days 
started. Deluxe houses had the ad- 
vantage of a break.in the swelter- 
ing heat wave that broke all rec- 
ords in N. Y. for July, although 


torrid temperatures reappeared 
yesterday (Tues.). All-day rain 
Saturday (2) contributed to the 


upbeat because it stopped prior to 
the night performances. 

Pacing the field is “Ivanhoe” 
Hall. Sir Walter Scott classic is 
heading for new all-time high of 
$176,000 for a non-holiday week, 


and not far from the holiday week 


Lea 





(Par) (19th wk). The 18th round 
ended last night Tues.) continued 
stoutly with $6,000, after $6,200 for 
17th week 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 75-$1.40)— 
“Duel at Silver Creek” (U) with 
eight acts of vaude. Holding in re- 
cent groove with about $17,000, 
barely okay. In ahead, “Brigand” 
(Col) with eight acts of vaude, 
$16,500. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 80-$1.80) 
— “Jumping Jacks” (Par) with Don 
Cornell, Elliott Lawrence orch 
heading stage bill (3d wk). Second 
round ended last night (Tues.) held 
at sock $101,000 after smash $116,- 
000 opening week. Stays here at 
least four weeks 


Park Avenue (Reade) (583; 90- 


record at the Hall made last New | $1.50)—“Island Rescue” (U) (6th 


Year's and Christmas stanza. 
“Affair in Trinidad” will cop 
another record at the Victoria on 
opening week, with $43,000 or close 
assured. This is a new high for 
Vic at the current $1.80 top. Princi- 
pal other newcomer, “Glory Alley” 
is very sluggish with $10,000 for | 
nine days. at State. 
However, there is a long string | 
of strong holdovers which are} 
swelling the overall total. “Jump- 


| 
| 


| ing Jacks,” with stageshow headed | 


by 
rence 


Don Cornell and Elliot Law-| 
band, is holding at sock 


mount after smash opener. “High 
Noon” also is continying socko at 
$37,000 or over in second session 


at the Mayfair. 
“Dreamboat” plus stage bill 
Bennett, Phil 
Foster and iceshow still is great at 
$98,000 in second stanza at the 
Roxy, with three weeks assured for 
this combo although it was origi- 
nally set for only two rounds. 

“Carrie” likewise continues big 
at $24,000 in third Capitol week, 
preview of “Somebody Loves Me” 
in middle of week helping. “Don’t 
Bother To Knock” also is still nice 
with $12,000 in third frame at the 
Globe. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.50) 
—‘Story of Will Rogers” (WB) (4th 
wk). Third stanza ended last night 
,Tues.) slipped to $9,000 after okay 
$14,000 for second week. “Miracle 
of Our Lady of Fatima’ (WB) 
opens Aug. 21. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 70-$1.80) 
—"Carrie” (Par) (4th wk). Third 
round held at big $24,000, helped 
vastly by preview of “Somebody 
Loves Me” (Par) on Wednesda 
(30). Second week was soc 
$30,000. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1%5) 
—“Robin Hood” (RKO-Disney) 
(6th wk). Current round is holding 
fairly well with $17,000 after fancy 
$20,000 for fifth week. “Big Sky” 
(RKO) opens Aug. 20. 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) 
—‘“Outcast of Islands” (UA) (12th 
wk). Shaping to hit $4,500 after 
nice $4,800 for llth week. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.50) 
—‘“Don’t Bother To Knock” (20th) 
(3d wk). Holding at good $12,000 
in current frame after solid $15,- 
000 for second week. “Francis 
Goes To West Point” (U) opens 
Friday (8). 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-$1.50) 
—‘“High Noon” (UA) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing in great fashion at solid $37,- 
000 on initial “holdover session. 
First week was terrific $43,000. 


Stays indef. 
(Normandie Thea- 


Normandie 
tres) (592; 95-$1.80) — “Encore” 





Cincinnati, Aug. 5. | 


No summer complaint for ace | 
spots this week. “Story of Will, 
Rogers” is landing a hefty total at | 
Albee for-round ended Sunday (3) | 
where “Jumping Jacks” followed 
with fast getaway. “Diplomatic 
Courier” bids for big session at the | 
Palace and the Lyric is heading for | 
a fatso session on “Watusi.”. Grand 
lis okay stanza with “Captain 
Pirate.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75)— 
| “Will Rogers” (WB). Roped a rol- 
licking $16,000 on week's run end- 
led Sunday (3). Trailed by “Jump- 
‘ing Jacks” (Par) which appears 
headed for another even greater 
lsession. Monday openings occa- 
|sioned by 3-day engagement of 





Rogers Rich $16,000 Tops Cincy; 
‘Courier’ Big 126, ‘Pirate OK 7156 


Jackie Gleason TV 
coupled with “Holiday Sinners” 
(M-G). In brief session ended 
July 27, it hit smash $22,000 at 
upped 85-$1 scale. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)— 


unit onstage 


“Captain Pirate” (Col) and “Last | 


Train From Bombay” (Col). Okay 


| wk). 
Jin fifth round ended Sunday 
| Fourth week was $5,200. 





$7,500. Last week, “Washington 
Story” (M-G) and “Breakdown” 
(M-G), $8,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)— 
| ‘“Watusi” (Indie) and “Cajun” (In- 
die). Big $10,500. Last week, 
“Across Wide Missouri” (M-G) and 


“Ambush” (M-G), two days, and 


“Robin Hood” (RKO) (m.o.), 
$7,000. 
Palace (RKO) (2.600: 550-75)— 


“Diplomatic Courier” (20th). 
$12,000 or near. 
Heart” (RKO), $11,000, 


Big 


Continued nicely with $4,600 
(3). 
Continues, 
Paris (Indie) (568; $1.25-$1.80)— 
Strange Ones” (Mayer) (2d wk). 
Initial session ended Sunday (3) 
hit fairly good $8,000. In ahead, 
“Ways of Love” (Burstyn) (6th wk), 
good $4,600, over expectancy, to 


|wind up a fine run 


Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 


ifellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—‘Ivan- 
hoe” (M-G) with stageshow. Soar- 
ing to terrific $176,000, new all- 


time record for non-holiday week 
and near overall record for house. 
House record is held by “See You 
In My Dreams” (WB), which was 


$180,500 registered last New 
Year’s-Christmas week. Looks in 
for longrun. “Ivanhoe” smashed 


opening day mark last Thursday. 
Last week, “Where's Charley” (WB) 
and stageshow (5th wk), $108,000. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$2.20) — 
“Dreamboat” (20th) with Tony 
Bennett, Phil Foster, iceshow on- 
stage (2d wk). Second session end- 
ing tomorrow (Thurs.) looks great 
$98,000 after big $102,000 in first 
week. Orginally only in for two 
stanzas, this bill is holding for 
three or four. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-$1.25)— 
“Glory Alley” (M-G). Holding 
over two extra days, and doesn’t 
look likely to top $10,000 on the 


mine days, very light. In ahead, 
“Paula” (Col) (2d wk), $7,500. 
“Sudden Fear” (RKO) opens to- 


morrow (Thurs.). 

Sutton (R & B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
“Man in White Suit’ (U) (18th wk). 
Solid $7,000 in 17th round ended 
Monday (4) after $7,600 for 16th 


week. Stays. 
Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 
90-$1.50)-—“‘Lady Vanishes’ (In- 


die) (reissue). First week ending 
tomorrow (Thurs.) is heading for 
solid $8,000 or near. Holds. In 
ahead, “White Corridors” (U) (2d 
wk-9 days), modest $3,800. 

Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; 90- 
$1.50)\—“High Treason” (Indie) 
(12th wk). Continues fairly good 
gait with $3,200 after $3,400 for 
llth session. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 70- 
$1.80)—“Affair in Trinidad” (Col) 
(2d wk). First week ended last 
night (Tues.) soared to $43,000 or 
near, new high for house with pres- 
ent scale. “Joan of Arc” (RKO) 
holds the all-time record, playing 
$2.40 top, of $58,000. Looks in for 
run. Opening day hit new high 
for house, being double the biz of 
“Born Yesterday” (Col). 


‘My Gal’ Bangup $8,500, 
Omaha; ‘Jacks’ 116, 2d 


Omaha, Aug. 5. 

“Has Anybody Seen My Gal” got 
a big sendoff from film patrons on 
its opening and biz has been keep- 
ing up at the Omaha. Big session 
looms. Brandeis yanked “Robin 
Hood” on Sunday (3), substituting 
a couple of Warner reissues, 
“Captain Blood” and “Dallas.” 
“Jumping Jacks” in second week 
at Orpheum looks stout. 

Estimates for This Week 





Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-70) 
—‘Has Anybody Seen My Gal” 
(U). Sock $8,500 or near. Last 
week, “San Francisco Story” (WB) 
and “3 For Bedroom C” (WB), 
$7,800. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
70) — “Jumping Jacks” (Par) (2d 


wk) with “Desert Pursuit”’ (Mono). 
Lively $11,000. Last week. “Jacks 


| solo, sock $12,000. 


Tact week, “Wild | was 


State (Goldberg) (865; 25-76) — 
“Skirts Ahoy” (M-G) (2d wk). Good 
$4,000. Last week, big $7,000 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-70) — 
“Robin Hood” (RKO-Disney) (2d 
wk). Slipped in holdover week and 
yanked after 4 days with 
$3,500. Last week, fat $8,000. 
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ils — s Biggest Musical 
we Since “Blue Skies’ 


\ 


Bing’s back in the golden groove that 
soared him to the top as the all-time 
money-drawing star. He’s back as the 
boxoffice wants him—in a tremendous, 

spectacular, modern musical! More songs 

(11 of ’em)—more dancing—more color 
—more fabulous production numbers 
than he’s had since those ’46 grossing 


records of ‘‘Blue Skies.” 


Produced by PAT DUGGAN : Directed by ELLIOTT NUGENT 


Screenplay by ROBERT CARSON 
Based on “FAMOUS” by Stephen Vincent Benét 


Songs— Music by HARRY WARREN 
Lyrics by LEO ROBIN 


LL SI-SI YA IN BAHIA 





INTERNATIONAL 


VARIETY 


‘VARIETY’S’ LONDON 
@ St. Martin‘’s Place, Rpateloer Saeco 









Weather, New Films Up London Pix 
Biz; Barrier’ Sock 5156, ‘Married 66 
In Ist Weekends, ‘Horse Fat 11/6 


s 





London, July 29. 


Sparked by two new entries, one 
British and the other an American, 


ward trend this past stanza. 
break in the weather also has 
helped to produce results above 


average for the season at several 
theatres. 

Strongest newcomer is the Brit- 
ish-made “Sound Barrier,” which 
opened to rave crix appraisal at 
the Plaza and smash $5,500 in first 
three days. At the Odeon, Leices- 
ter Square, “We're Not Married” 
(20th) also teed off in fine style to 
finish its first weekend of four 
days with a solid $6,000. 

“The Gift Horse,” which did a 
pleasing $11,500 in its first round 
at the Empire, is holding firmly at 
$5,300 for its second week-end. 
“See You in My Dreams” at the 
Warner also has kept in the chips 
with nice $2,700 in fourth weekend 
after good $5,700 in its third frame. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Carlton (Par) 
“Carrie” (Par) (3d wk). Concur- 
rent pre-release runs affected biz 
here, but finished this frame at a 
passable $4,500. Stays fourth week, 
with “Son of Paleface” (Par) open- 
ing Aug. 1. 

Empire (M-G) (3,099: 55-$1.70)— 
“Gift Horse” (BL) (2d wk). Fin- 
ished first round with steady $11.- 
500, and started second frame with 
good $5.300 in first 4 days. Con- 
tinues, with “Gone With Wind” 
(M-G) set to follow. 

Gaumont (CMA) (1,500; 50-$1.70) 
—"You’re Only Young’ Twice 
(ABFD) and “Sound Off” (Col). 
Poor $2,000 or near. Stays second 
week, with “Mandy” (GFD) open- 
ing July 31. 

Leicester Square Theatre (CMA) 
(1,753; 50-$1.70)—“‘Penny Princess” 


(GFD). Opened to fair $4,300. 
Holds another fortnight, with 
“Room for One More” (WB) fol- 
lowing. 


London Pavilion (UA) (1,217: 50- 
$1.70)\—“‘The Outcast” (Col) and 
“Red Snow” (Col) (2d wk). Strong 
$5,300 likely this round, same as 
first week. “The Thing’ (RKO) 
opens Aug. 1. 

Odeon, Leicester Square (CMA) 
(2,200; 50-$1.70)—‘‘We’re Not Mar- 
ried” (20th). Opened with strong 
$6,000 in initial weekend. Stays on. 

Odeon, Marble Arch (CMA) (2.- 
200; 50-$1.70)—“Something Money 
Can't Buy” (GFD) (2d wk). Doing 
mildly at under $4,000 this frame. 
“Slaughter 
July 31. 

Plaza (Par) (1,902; 70-$1.70)— 
“Sound Barrier” (BL). Resounding 
$5 500 in first 3 davs. Stays. natch! 

Ritz (M-G) (4342; 90-$2.15)— 
“Ivanhoe” (M-G). Started second 
West End with strong $4,500. Stays 
for two months, with “Quo Vadis” 
(M-G) returning in September, 

Warner (WB) (1,735; 50-$1.70)— 
“See You in My Dreams” (WB) 
(4th wk). Holding strongly at $2,- 





700 for fourth weekend. after good | 


$5,800 in third round. Final week. 
with “Where's Charley?” (WB) 
preeming July 31. 


London, Aug. 5. 


A radio tribute to Robert J. Fla- 
herty, who died just about year 





} 
| “Albert, ry | 
| Hall’s first West End production, in|tg Néw York next spring for 13} 
Langdon. | 


(1,128: 70-$2.15)— | 


v- 


'Hall’s 1st Play, ‘Albert’, 


business has shown a healthy up-| 


A| 


Leoms As London Click 


London, Aug. 5. 


R.N.,” marking 
association with Claude 
Play by Guy Morgan and Edward 
Sammis is a true story of escape 
|from a prisoner-of-war camp in 
|Germany, ingeniously adapted to 
‘the stage, well acted and of absorb- 
ing interest. 

| It bowed in at the Saville (31) 
| and was warmly acclaimed by audi- 
jence and press, giving every indi- 
‘eation of clicking. Leading play- 
lers in the all-male cast include 
Hugh Burden, Laidman Browne, 
|Humphrey Lestocq, Richard Caldi- 
cot, Meadows White, Gordon Tan- 
iner, Harold Ayer, Murray Davis, 
iFerdy Mayne. 


Forward,” a new play by Anne 
Trggo, made an inauspicious open- 
ing at the Strand last Wednesday 
(30) where it preemed under Jack 
|de Leon’s management. Play is 
|novelettish and is aimed at femme 
| patrons, but its chances are prob- 
| lematical. 


| Leads are expertly played by 


Derek Farr. 


| 





‘Attendance Dip, Higher 
Pix Rentals Mulled By 


French Exhib Conclave 


Paris, Aug. 5. 
The National Federation of 
| French Cinemas is meeting in Mar- 
seilles to discuss the many prob- 
lems ailing the film industry here. 
The three ministers, Louvel of the 
| Ministry of Commerce, Duchet of 
| the PTT, and Cornu, assistant sec- 
|retary of Beaux Arts, are attend- 
|ing. The NFFC, headed by Andre 
Trichet, represents 95% of France’s 
|exhibitors. Trichet has made the 
| point that the exhibs are not get- 
|ting the revenue of the past be- 
|cause of increased prices paid for 
;pix. Yet they are afraid to boost 
| admission for fear of a correspond- 
|ing drop in attendance. In the last 
| three years, attendance already has 





Trail’ (RKO) opens | fallen off in all French houses. 
| Production costs have climbed 


jhere because of rising prices and 
film rentals have gone up. Adjust- 
ment of this setup is one of the big 


After a short tryout, “The Step | 





| 
Best new play of the week is | new fall revue and fulfilling a pan- | 
Henry | tomime date, Bygraves will return | 








problems of the meeting. Also be- | 


ing discussed is the recent govern- 
ment decree cutting foreign dubbed 
pix to 138 per year. Exhibs realize 
|they need films for their screens 


and are very concerned about the |and “Umberto D”; Swedish film 


accord difficulties and the possible 
| stoppage of American films. 


,ent setup with Italy. 

| J. P. Lanet, conclave chairman, 
| proposed a two-point plan: first, to 
| block part of all foreign receipts; 


/second, creation of an outfit like | 
'Italy’s IFE, in the U.S. to push dis- | ed proving ground for visa hungry 
there | countries. 


tribution of French films 


| 


| 


Trichet feels that a possible out | Orsen Welles’ “Othello,” entered 
; would be a system of coproduc- | as 
| tion with America akin to the pres- | American 


|Guy Rolfe, Frances Hyland and | boxoffice declines along with it. | 


ifor free entry 


Bygraves Set for Star 
Role in Brit. TV Series 


London, July 29. 


Max Bygraves, who returned to 
London last week after playing a 
series of vaude dates in America, 
has made a deal with James Mason 
to star in a telepix series to be 
lensed here in the early fall. Films 
will be made under the banner of 
Portland Pictures. At his own sug- 
gestion, Bygraves is participating 
in the series, and will not receive 


As Brit. Resort 


By HARRY REGENSBERG 
London, July 29. 


resort towns on. the East Coast, is 
fighting hard to regain its prestige. 





a direct payment for his part in 
the films. Percentage which will | 
accrue to him has not yet been de- | 
termined. 

After playing in the Palladium’s 


half-hour TV shows on the Na-| 
tional Broadcasting Co. network. 


French See Cut 
In Dubbed Pix 








As Too Involved 


Paris, Aug. 5. | 

Official French decree reducing 
the number of dubbed foreign pic | 
imports from 186 to 138 is being 
taken here in various ways. In- 
dustry consensus of opinion seems 
to be that some sort of added par- 
leys must be held to straighten out 
the exact number of films allowed 
in. Statistics show that if the num- 
ber of pix available is reduced, the 





| 
in the decree allowing | 
of films that cop 
prizes at the Cannes Film Fest and 
the awarding of visas to countries 
who further the advancement of 
French pic distribution are the 
escape valves that may keep the 
status quo here. Motion Picture 
Assn. of America and the State 
Dept. have yet to act since being 
informed that the American total 
of dubbed pix is only 90. 

Since 1932, the French govern- 
ment has passed various decrees on 
dubbed films. In 1932, it ruled 
that all dubbing had to be done in 
France. In 1933, a ceiling of 70 
dubbed films was put on by the 
government. This was raised to 94) 
in 1934. Then in 1938, the ceiling | 


was lifted to 188 films per year. 


Then Blum-Byrnes agreement | 
was siged in 1946. . This had un- 
limited entries and the stipulation 
that four out of every 13 weeks of 
playing time had to be given to 
French films. In 1948 this agree- 
ment was revised, 186 dubbed for- 
eign pix being allowed in with 121 
to be American. Playing quota was 
raised for French pix. 

Three U. S. Pix Get in Via Cannes 

The stipulation on kudosed pix 
at Cannes has handed 10 foreign 
pix a present in the waiving of the 
visa. Winners are four Italo films, 
‘Two Penny‘s Worth of Hope,” “The 
Overcoat,” “Cops and Robbers” 


Clauses 


} 





“She Danced One Summer”; the 
Japanese pic, “The Genji Story”; 





a Morocean pic; and three! 
films, “Viva Zapata” | 

| (20th), “Detective Story” (Par), | 
and the indie, “The Medium.” This | 


} 
























;}(and possibly reimburse them un- 
ish Broadcasting Corp, Third Pro- |e" the decree’s point three, giv- 
gram next Monday (11). Show en- |i2& merit visas for countries help- | 
titled “Odyssey of a Film Maker,” ing). av , 
was written by Oliver Lawson Dick | The Technicians Syndicat, head- 
and describes the new form of | &4 by Claude-Autant Lara, rey 
cinematic expression which began | Ore concerned with domestic dif- 
with the production of “Nanook of ficulties and had its own program 
the North.” to alleviate production problems 
Many of Flaherty’s friends and at home so as to have a sufficient 
colleagues will be featured on ‘the quota of quality French films. Lara 
program, including Sir Michae} | Voiced a need for a refurbishing 
Balcon, Sir Alexander Korda, John of the assistance program for a 
Huston, Jean Renoir, Lillian Gish ducers, Aid from levy on pix ducats | 
Erich von Stroheim, Sabu and Or. | boomerangs in helping to make | 
son Welles | easily amortized quickies that. do | 
not help the French cinema in 
‘achieving quality. 


ago, is to be broadcast on the Brit- 


Fuller Estate Over $264,000 

Sydney, July 29. 

Former vaude tycoon, the late | 

Sir Benjamin Fuller, left an estate | 
valued at over $264,000. 








3,345,000 Mex TV Audience | 
Mexico City, July 29. 



































Supreme Court of New South 
Wales has granted probate on the 
will in which Sir Ben left his estate 
to his wife and family. Death 


duties took a major slice out of the 
estate, 


big it has grown in two years, the 
life of commercial video down 


here. Tele officials point to the 
claimed audience of 3,345,000 by | 
the two top stations XEWTV and | 
|\XHTV. 


TV trade is bragging about how leanings are believed the reason 
aed the visa refusal. | 


merit badge system advances the | 
festival importance many notches, 
and may become a heavily contest- | 


Subsidy battle to gain further 
merit visas will be the big prob- 
lem facing the U. S. contingents 
when they resume talks on the film | 
division of visas. 


Italo Writer Denied Visa 


Rome, July 29. 

Alberto Moravia, Italian novel- 
ist, has been denied a visa to visit 
the U. S. Moravia's two novels, 
“The Woman of Rome” and “Con- 
jugal Love,” prime best sellers in 
the U. S. for the past three sea- 
sons, recently were rebuked as 
“lewd” by the Roman Catholic 
Church authorities in Vatican City 








Catholics are forbidden to read 
Moravia'’s works. 
Moravia's reported Communist 








Other Foreign News 
on Page 14 














The spot was a forbidden area dur- 
ing the last war, with resorts such 
as Bournemouth, Eastbourne, and 
even Brighton having replaced it in 
popularity. The local council is 
now trying hard to get it back on 
the map, and is having a tough 
struggle. 

There’s a welcome on the mat 
for the new arrivals with hoteliers 
ready to extract the _ visitors’ 
shekels with a prop grin. 

Entertainments varied, and la- 
vishly dished out. The old Hippo- 
drome, which never grossed more 
than $1,500 per week at the height 
of the season, for the first time has 
a Bernard Delfont revue, “Show 
Time,” with cast headed by Alfred 
Marks, radio name, and Jack Jack- 
sen, radio’s top disk jockey, who 
are helping to draw $4,400 weekly. 
In support are Paddie O'Neil, per- 
sonality gal and comedienne, which 
may land her in the West End and 
the Newman Twins, contortionis- 
tics. Material is mostly a rehash of 
Delfont’s last summer show 
Southsea, -another resort spot. 
Show is in for 10 to 12 weeks. 

Next in popularity is “Sunshine 
and Smiles,” revue sponsored by 
ex-band leader Jack Payne and 
Will Hammer, millionaire show- 
man and theatre owner. This show 
is near capacity at the Lido nightly, 
with ‘local fave comic, Bunny 
Baron, rated mainly responsible for 
the intake. Baron’s main support is 
Jack Stanford, comedy hoofer, who 
played America a long time ago. 
He has now added gab 
fering. Baron’s line of gals easily 
match some of the West 
choruses now around. Lawrence 
Wright wants to star him in his 
next summer show at Blackpool. 
Despite his cockney dialect, Baron 
should have no difficulty in mak- 
ing the grade with the Lancas- 
trians. 

The Winter Gardens is strictly a 
vaude house, and specializes in 
radio and vaude names. It is 
operated by impresario Harold 


Fielding. Frankie Howard, Wini- 
fred AtweH, Elsie and _ Doris 
Waters, Peter Cavanagh, The 


| Revellers, Faith and Evans and | 


Gladys Morgan have already 
played there this season. As vaude 
is not allowed on Sundays, Field- 
ing imports name bands for that 
day, including such toppers as 
Edmundo Ros, Roy Fox, and Jack 
Parnell. 


Murray Pilcer Band Clicks 

One of the most popular resident 
showman at” Margate is Murray 
Pilcer and his band. Pilcer, who 
is the brether of Harry Pilcer (and 
Gaby Deslys), has in his time ap- 
peared in most London niteries. 
He is at the Cliff Cafe in his fifth 
year, and fills this 1,400 seater 
practically every night with his 
dances. But each Thursday when 
he runs his “Crazy Night” turns 


/away hundreds, with bookings hav- 


ing to be made at least a week in 
advance. Spot is operated by 
H. F. B. Iles, who also has share in 
the Payne-Hammer show at the 
Lido, which he owns. 

Another of Iles ventures, in its 


first year, worked in Dreamland, | 


which he also owns, is the “Old 
Time Music Hall, a sort of “The 


Margate, one 6f foremost prewar 


at | 


to his of- | 


End | 


Margate Regaining Some of Prestige 


Spot Via Big Shows 


brother of the George Form 
which lingered only six weexe ’ 
Margate also has a Jewish thea 
tre for a 12-week season. . 
headed by Ida Sherman, 
Sherman, her mother, and y 
Itzkovitch, with Ida Sherman pn 
doing a cabaret show on Saturday 
and Sunday nights at the North. 
umberland Hotel, a ritzy spot cater. 
ing to a wealthy clientle. Oj).. 
hotels also do weekend entertain. 
ment, mostly bringing over talent 
from London. j 
Adjoining Margate is her poor 
| poor relation, Ramsgate, which be. 
sides its wonderful illuminations 
almost equaling Blackpool's world 
famous lights, also has some goog 
emertainment. Regular show pure 
veyor here is agent Cecil G. Buck. 
ingham. His show, “Seaside Show. 


Cast ig 
Mina 


boat,” ip its fourth year, stars a 
crazy quarter, Don Saunders, 
George Cameron, Joyce Randall 


and Leslie Noyes. Saunders bills 
himself as ‘World's Greatest 
|Clown,” but is fairly amusing with 
his pianolog offering. Entire show 
comprises mostly oldie comedy, 
but appreciated by the holiday 
crowds. The Harmonica Hotshots, 
a trio of youths, put over some 
good comedy instrumentals. Buck- 
ingham also has the Palace thea- 
jtre, Ramsgate, on lease where he 
| presents straight vaude shows, 
changed weekly. 
Tom Arnold at Ramsgate 

Tom Arnold, who specializes in 
|}seasonal shows at most resort 
towns, has finally crashed Rams 
gate. His current offering, “The 
Big Show,” at the Granville Thea- 
tre, stars Penny Nicholls and Billy 
Merrin, radio vocal duo; Benny 
Hill, provincial comic, and Low and 
| Webster, standard vaude act. Show 
is drawing average trade, and is in 
for 10 to 12 weeks. 

Moss Vernon, for years respon- 
sible for femme lookers in West 
End revues, is now operating the 
Corporation Ballroom here. Spot 
is used for dancing, with Vic Lewis 
| and 20-piece band. Big feature 
‘here is the wrestling once a week. 








This rassling is proving a big 
money-maker, and is in for the 
}season. Vernon also uses name 
bands on Sundays, such as Oscar 
|Rabin and Jack Parnell for good 


| returns. 
Westgate, Margate’s ritzy neigh- 
bor, goes in for more sophisticated 


entertainment. Its current offer- 
ing “Between Ourselves,” at the 
Pavilion, stars Bill Fraser and 





|Robert O'Connor. Former is well 
|known in the West End; while 
latter, who seems new, has a like- 
able personality and is quite an 
expert magico. Could’ easily fit 
|into TV entertainment and has fins 
‘ished act for niteries. Of the gals, 
Linda Spencer stands out as West 
End revue material. 

Seasonal Shows at Broadstairs 

Broadstairs, one of Margate’s 
;environs, has _ several seasonal 
| shows including Will Hammer and 
'George Carter's “Holiday Fat 
| fare” at the Bohemia Theatre, 
owned by Hammer. But town }S 
more famous for Archway House, 
\in Harbour Street, where Charles 
| Dickens lived in 1849 and where 
|he penned his immortal “Barnaby 
| Rudge” and “Bleak House. 

With the influx of thousands of 
GI’s around Margate and Rams¥ 
gate, because of several nearby 4! 





fields, these towns have given at 
tention to these newcomers, Mm 
eateries extensively displaying hot 
dogs and doughnuts as well 4 
American dishes. 


Drunkard” with music. For 12¢ 
admission, plus small charge for a 
drink, which is not compulsory, the 
patron is entertained by half dozen 
artists, mostly doing songs of many 
decades ago. These old timers in- 
clude W. Bennett-Hamley, the 
chairman, old legit actor from 
Drury Lane Theatre; Derrick Whit- 
tingham, former member of Sad- 
ler’s Wells Opera Co.: and Dusty 
Hardcastle, an American, and one 
of the original members of the 
Eight Black Streaks, who played 
England some 40 years ago. Hall 
holds around 500, with queues al- 
ways waiting to get in. Show is 
a success, with Iles already plan- 
ning to form a chain of such estab- 
lishments around suburban Lon- 
don in the winter season. 
One Legit Show Flops 

Although Margate is now in the 
height of the season, one show 
already has come a cropper. This 
was “Forward March Formby,” at 
the Theatre Royal, where the late 
George Arliss made his first ap- 
pearance, starring Frank Formby, 





Dublin Gets Art House; 


Another Seen Likely 
Dublin, July 29. 

Ted Hardiman, prexy of Feat 
Film Serviees, has opened Cameo 
Cinema on the city’s main stem 
as an art house for Continent 
films, with “Ruy Blas’ 4s pos 
offering. Cinema, a 250-seater, = 
formally operated on 4 gener 
basis without great success 

Dublin is also likely to have # 
second art house downtown * - 
plans are okayed for the we 
a 340-seater planned by Hu or 
MeNally, Irish manager for R - 
The McNally family owned a 
former Astor in Dublin, which a 
a successful art house operatit 
until the lease ran out some J€ 
ago. 
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How BIG is 
“IWANHOE'? 


ame - Cleveland, Houston, San Francisco, 
- i, Evansville, Atlanta give the 
answer to this question! 


i {4 


| 
ig 
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ie Fea 4 days First 4 days Opening First 4 days _ First 4 days 
=| 45% 38% 21% 22% ic 
SA BIGGER BIGGER BIGGER BIGGER = HOLIDAY 


oa Than Than Than Than GROSS IN 
ae “SHOW “BATTLE- “QUO GONE HISTORY OF 
= BOAT” GROUND” VADIS” WITH MUSIC 


“ THE HALL, N.Y. 
e; WI N D” (10 ails Ml 


ee attendance record!) 


. This is the Biggest Attraction in M-G-M history! It is Big 
‘ia for the entire Industry which it has lifted to the skies! 


‘r Walter Scott’s “IVANHOE” starr: ‘ 
ee wileas = Cae by Technicolor +» Screen Play by Noel Langley + Adaptation by AEneas MacKenzie 


Directed by Richard Thorpe + Produced by Pandro S. Berman 


Astor, 

{ubert 

RKO. = 

ed & ng Robert Taylor + Elizabeth Taylor + Joan Fontaine + George Sanders 
rat 
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Salzburg Music Fete Heads for New 


Records Despite Much Higher Prices 


JOSEF ISRAELS Il 


Salzburg, Aug. 5. 
The 1952 Salzburg Festival of 
Music and Drama opened, miracu- 
lously in good weather. First time 
in oldest inhabitant's memories 


that the Salzkammergut’s famous | 


“ribbon rain” hasn't inundated the 
preem ceremonies. 


The town, already swamped with 
some 12,000 U. S. Army personnel 
atop its normal 70,000 population 
is really jumping this year, the 
tourist crowd coming from every 
corner of Europe and Africa and 
the U. S. The fishtail Caddies, 
which had already started to be 
familiar symbols of outside folding 
money, are considerably topped 
this year by the Rolls Royces with 
Monaco, Egyptian and Turkish li- 
censes and the custom-built autos 
which some British tourists seem 
able to afford despite tight cur- 
rency restrictions. 

Top festival events in the opera 
and concert category are SRO 
despite prices jacked up to as much 
as $11 for single ducats to preems 
like Richard Strauss’ “Love of 
Danae,” set for Aug. 16, and kick- 
off of “Marriage of Figaro,” fea- 
turing the Met’s George London of 
Los Angeles. = 

Top kaffee klatch material in 
restaurants and coffee houses 
where festival judgments are most- 
ly formed by the visiting kunstlers 
from Vienna and Germany is about 
Fuertwangler’s serious illness 
which removed him from the po- 
dium probably for entire season; 
George London's boff performance 
and public popularity and the Ernst 
Lothar-Helene Thimig feud, sur- 
rounding the former’s restaging of 
the outdoor ‘“Jedermann.” This 
last is first serious revamping that 
the ancient morality play has re- 
ceived since Miss Thimig’s late 
husband, Max Reinhardt, started it 
and the whole Salzburg Festival 
tradition with in it 1920. 


As far as the show biz people are 


concerned, sides were chosen last | 


year when the Festival manage- 
ment announced Lothar’s appoint- 
ment as director. A faction led by 
Frederick Torberg, U. S. citizen 
from Vienna who writes for the 


American-published “Wiener Ku- | 


ricr,” has been sniping at Lothar’s 
alleged ‘violation of the Reinhardt 
tradition” for months. Under pres- 
sure from Miss Thimig, most Aus- 
trian actors nixed offers to play in 
“Jedermann,” with the results that 
Lothar had to cast it mostly with 
minor talent from Germany. Will 
Quadflieg, Munich picture actor, 
replaced Attila Horbiger in title 
role with almost unanimously good 
crix reaction, but loud turndowns 
from the Thimig faction. Miss Thi- 
mig withdrew from the role of 
“Faith,” to be replaced by compar- 
atively unknown German Antje 
Weisgerber, while plump, _red- 
haired Lola Muhel takes the 
femme lead. 


Spotlight on Preem of “Danae” 

In the opera department, spot- 
light is mainly on the 
world preem. This is the second 
posthumous Strauss presentation. 
Last year’s “Capriccio” had only 
mild success. But the music affici- 
onados advance klatch on “Danae” 
is that it is a much stronger entry. 
The opening night “Figaro” 
attended by long list of local and 
imported celebs, some also having 
participated in afternoon reception 
Riven by the Festival Committee. 

This time U. S. authorities, under 
guidance of retiring High Commis- 
sioner Walter J. Donnelly, left the 
spcechmaking to the local orators. 


Although opera ducats requested 
formal dress, customers wore 
everything from lederhosen to 
white tie, sport dresses to Dior 
numbers under pastel mink. Re- 
mainder of this year’s opera lineup 
includes “Don Pasquale;” “Magic 
Fiute;” and Verdi's “Otello.” star- 
ring Chilean-American Ramon 
Vinay. Herbert Graf from the Met 
in re ae { re “Figaro” and 
ello” —procuctions. Fuertwang- 
lers batoning issignments have 
been taken over by Rudolf Moralt 
of the Vienna Opera. Other stick- 
men are Kari Boehm. Clemens 
Krauss Paul Hindemith. Rafael 
j Kub ik, Mario Rossi and Victor 
ce Sabata 
‘ ‘ 
ee Top Dramatic Play 
I for the Jedermann 
Wwhicl ' 


1 1S more pageant th 


an play, 
and likely ag tym 


ain to be the one Fes- 


“Danae” | 


was | 


tival event to stay individually in 
the black, the dramatic entries 
won't ‘interest the tourists. Gol- 
doni’s “The Liar” and the Nestroy 
class classical “Dream of Shell and 
Seed” are both on the obscure side, 
with the latter played in a dialect 
most German and Austrian patrons 
| don’t understand. 


| But for the mass of the Festival 
| visitors, it’s the fact of having been 
|in Salzburg this month that counts. 
| Lots of them don’t even try for 
| tickets and concentrate on the sou- 
|venir shops and writing postcards 
| from a coffee-shop table. As usual 
| its the Cafe Bazar, Tomaselli’s ice 
|eream place, and restaurants iike 
| the Powondra, the Hungarian style 
|“Sonnenhof” and the ancient, Ital- 
| ian accented “Est, Est, Est” that 
|draws the crowds for table-hop- 
and just 





|ping, gossip-swapping 
| plain staring. 

| Many visiting celebs in the ar- 
tistic category live at nearby towns 
like St. Wolfgang, Strobl, St. Gil- 
gen and Fuschl, and come to Salz- 
| burg only for the more important 
|events and a few evenings of gab. 
Seen around are Robert Thoeren, 
|Mrs. John Huston, Ernst Lothar, 
|Ernst Marischka, Ernst Deutsch, 
| Berthold Viertel, Greta Garbo, Vir- 
ginia Hill, and Margaret Truman. 
Last-named is staying in the near- 
by villa of U. S. Ambassador to 
Canada Stanley Woodward and 
seriously lapping up the music and 
| sightseeing. By mid-August when 
|the important preems are out of 
| the way, the smart set mostly pulls 
out and leaves Salzburg to the 
|swarms of visiting peasants who 
| persist until festivals end. 


| Only One Shabby Casino 


Town has one shabby gambling 
|casino, on a third floor, operated 
by a state concession and featuring 
| two roulette wheels and one bac- 
carat table. Bets run from 10 
schilling (30c) minimum to 5,000 
| schilling limit (about $2,000), but 
its unusual to see a bet of over 
| $200. House dealers converse in 
French and wear tux, but custom- 
|ers are mostly of Leventine cast, 
talking in Slavic tongues and Ger- 
man, wearing sport shirts, leder- 
hosen and anything else that comes 
to mind. House has toyed with idea 
| of a weekend crap table to cater 
to U. S. soldier trade, but city 
authorities think the Americans 
might not like it. 


Chances are that total festival 
results, in number of visitors and 
cash left behind, will be equal to 
or higher than last year. But the 
level of beefs will certainly be 
higher. Austria, with inflation 
creeping in, is no longer sensation- 
ally cheap as in past years, and 
Salzburg hotel and eating house 
proprietors, with just a month for 
the annual cleanup, are mercilessly 
jacking up prices. A better class 
doubleroom with bath costs $7-$10 
a day plus another 30% in taxes. 
A good meal with wine will come 
to $3. Sounds cheap in N. Y. or 
Paris, but its daringly high for this 
spot. 








‘O'BRIEN LAUDS ABPC 
ON ITS ACHIEVEMENTS 


London, Aug. 5. 


Tribute from the leader of the 
majority of the corporation's 14,- 
| 000 employees was a feature of the 
jubilee stockholders meeting of 
Associated British Picture Corp 
last Thursday (31). It came from 
| Tom O’Brien, M.P., general secre- 
tary of the National Assn. of The- 
atrical and Kine Employees, who 
congratulated the directors on the 
achievements of the past 25 years. 

The organization, said O’Brien, 
was started modestly in 1926 by 
the late John Maxwell with a cap- 
ital of around $1,000,000 but had 
grown consistently to reach its 
present position, with capital assets 
now of nearly $59,000,000. 

Acknowledging the tribute, Sir 
Philip Warter, the corporation's 
prexy, reminded O’Brien that the 
future of his company depended on 
the prosperity of the industry. He 
thanked* the Labor leader for his 
continued efforts in Parliament 
and with the government to bring 
about some relief in the incidence 
of admission tax. In the last year, 
this duty, together with the Eady 
levy, has cost the corporation over 
' $22,000,000. 





Irish Bandsmen Seek 


Pay Tilt to $48 Per Man 
Dublin, July 29. 


Band musicians at Irish terperies 
want a pay hike of $30 over their 
current rates which range around 
$48 a man. Demand comes from 
Federation of Irish Musicians 
which so far has won its hassles 
with owners. It was successful on 
the employment of a local band 
if an imported name band is being 
used and the clause which prevents 
immigrants from moving into Irish 
| bands soon after their arrival here. 

However, the owners are voicing 
| opposition this time. They say biz 
i not so good, and that removal of 
|tax on terperies has not bridged 
|the gap on upped operating costs. 


US. Pix Dominate 
Madrid Ist-Runs 


Madrid, July 29. 

Reports from distributors and 
|exhibitors indicate average to good 
| biz at the 70 cinemas in this capi- 
| tal city, extraordinary for this time 
lof the year. Changeable weather 
including cold, heat and rain, have 
aided the film boxoffice. As us- 
ual Hollywood pix dominate the 
field. Of 20 first-runs, which give 
two shows a days, 14 have U. S. 
product. Apart from various small 
cinemas showing only newsreels 
and documentaries there are 45 
other film houses, some seating 
1,000 to 1,500, with continuous run 
shows. Of these 27 exhibit Ameri- 
can fare, and in 10 others, Holly- 
wood pix share the bill as the first 
feature. French, Italian and Span- 
ish pix dominate the other cine- 
mas. 

Yank pix, no matter how old, 
are sure of a public and are often 











repeatedly. An importation per- 
mit for an American feature is 
very expensive (sometimes costing 
about $20,000) and that pix from 
other countries can be imported 
for a tenth of that amount. But 
distribs are cautious about im- 
porting them since they figure them 
as dubious grossers. 

That future biz prospects are 
rated good is shown by the fact 
that Paramount has decided to re- 
establish its own distribution in 
Spain. General manager in charge 
is Richard P. Edelstein, new agen- 
cies being opened in Madrid, Bar- 
celona, Bilbao, Valencia and Sevilla. 
The first films to be distributed 
this fall will be “Samson and De- 
lilah” and “Detective Story.” 

While the Madrid government is 
still undecided about full applica- 
tion of the U.S.-Spanish agree- 
ment about the import of Ameri- 
can pictures, it has decided to help 
foreign producers and artists to 
work in Spain. Linda Darnell and 
Robert Cummings are due here 
soon to work on “Conquest and De- 
sire.” This will be the fourth film 
in production in this country with 
American or other foreign stars, 
directors and technicians. 


‘BERLIN FILM UNION 








| PROTESTS VS. ‘QUEEN’ 


| 

Berlin, July 29. 

| Verband de_ Filmschaffenden, 
|Berlin’s film trade union, pro- 
\tested against the showing of 
| United Artists’ “African Queen” at 
| the forthcoming semi-official film 
| festival in Heidelberg (U. S. Zone 
of Germany). The Union charged 
the film had anti-German tenden- 
cies and requested the festival 
committee to withdraw the pic. 


“African Queen” was previously | 


shown at the International Film 
Festival in Locarno and German 
film scribes were irked over the 
alleged anti-German tendencies. 
The union declared this film could 


exercise a damaging effect in rela- | 
tions between Germany and for- | 


eign nations, and stated it is con- 
tradictory to fact in portraying 
German colonial soldiers of the 
first World War as henchmen. 


| Brit. Actor Authors Ist Play 
| Edinburgh, July 29. 

Hubert Gregg, British actor, pro- 
ducer and songwriter, has written 
his first play, “We're Having Com- 
|} pany.” He's negotiating for its pro 
duction. 

Gregg has authored novels. He 
has the lead currently in a touring 
company of “To Dorothy a Son,” 
now at Lyceum here. 











| 


reissued here and in the provinces | 


2 British Producer 


Groups Join 


To Fight Drive Vs. 2d-Feature Quota 





Gabber’s College in Mex 


Mexico City, Aug. 5. 


30, attended exclusively by Latin 
Americans, including Argentina 
and Venezuela, won from President 
Miguel Aleman the promise to 
found a gabbers college at the Na- 
tional University. Meet was opened 
by Agustin Garcia Lopez, Secretary 
of Communications and Public 
Works, as the president’s personal 
rep. President Aleman later re- 
ceived the announcers at his official 
home. The conclave aimed to unify 
Pan-American gabbers and elevate 
the moral and cultural tone of 
radio in Pan American countries. 

Mexico asked, via a resolution, 
for the establishment, with - gov- 
ernment aid (in each country at the 
meet), of a home colony for radio 
and TV workers. 


Aldrich Agrees to Head 
Salute-to-Italian-Films 
Week in N.Y., Oct. 6-12 


Rome; July 29. 

Eitel Monaco, president of 
ANICA, and head of Italian Films 
Export, has announced here that 
Winthrop P. Aldrich, president of 
Chase National Bank, has accepted 
the honorary chairmanship of the 
sponsoring committee of Salute-to- 
Italian-Films week, to be held in 
New York Oct. 6-12. The Salute 
week is being organized by leaders 
lof American cultural, educational 
and social life as a gesture to the 
post war role of Italian films, and 
recognition of their contribution to 
better Italo-American understand- 
ing. 

Seven new Italian films will be 
presented in a New York theatre 
each night as gala preems. One is 





Jean Renoir’s work, starring Anna 
Magnani. 

Other government and film heads 
who will attend the session are 
Giulio Andreotti, Undersecretary of 
State; Niccola De Pirre, first assist- 
ant and head of the film depart- 
ment of the Italian government, 
E. Monaco; Italo Gemini, president 
of AGIS, film distribution depart- 
ment, and Dr. Renato Gualino 
Italian Producers’ prexy and head 
of Lux Films. 

It is possible that representative 
film stars also may make personal 
appearances in N. Y. Plans are 
being negotiated for a big luncheon 
at the 21 Club, with all the food 
being sent by air from Italy. 





Mex Cinema Boxoffice 


Shows Sharp Upbeat 


Mexico City, July 29. 

Cinema trade “here is on the 
upbeat, according to the city treas- 
ury department. It reports an 
average weekly combined gross of 
| about $250,000 for the 127 operat- 
| ing cinemas. This yields the de- 
|; partment about 
| from taxes, on a sliding scale on 
gross. 
| Film theatre biz here has 
climbed importantly of late be- 
cause the showing of Mexican and 
foreign pix that really clicked, 
the department claims. 

Top moneymaking local cinemas 
| during the first half of this year 
,were the Cine Roble, newest of 
| the deluxe film theatres, which 
grossed $404,000, and the Cine 
| Rismoda, gross of which was $289.- 











W. Berlin’s TV Test 
Berlin, July 29 
. More than 120 restaurants and 
ice cream parlors in West Berlin 
have been equipped with TV sets 
which will receive the television 
| program of the North West Ger- 
|man Radio Station during a 14-dav 
test. The Heliwott factor, which 
produces the Nora sets, launched 
the demonstration which won of- 
ficial okay in order to give the 
public a substitute for the cancelled 
oar hg Television Exhibition. 
aily 








| transmissions included 
broadcasts from the Olympic 
Games in Helsinki. 





Promised by Aleman 


The first Pan-American radio an- 
nouncers convention here, July 27- 


likely to be “The Golden Carriage,” | 


$47,300 weekly | 


v 


London, July 29. 

The two British organizations 
repping producers have joineq 
forces to challenge an exhibitor 
campaign .against the second-fea. 
ture quota. Theatre owners 
launched their agitation a week ago 
by circularizing every member of 
Parliament with a pamphlet listing 
the available supporting product in 
the last quota year, accompanied by 
the comments of Official reviewers, 

The pamphlet, which reached 
MPS on the day of the recent 
House of Commons adjournment 
debate on quota default, explains 
that exhibs have the choice of 
booking films the public will not 
pay to see or running the risk of 
a prosecution. The situation, in 
their opinion, can only be relieved 
by the restoration of distributors’ 
quota or by the introduction of a 
scale of reliefs on similar lines to 
that in operation on first feature 
quota. 

Exception to the exhib manifesto 
has been taken by a joint commit- 
tee of the British Film Producers 
Assn. and the Assn. of Specialized 
Film Producers, which claims it is 
inaccurate and misleading in many 
respects. Consequently, it is urg- 
ing the two executives to take steps 
“to correct the false impression 
which might be created by the pam- 
phiet in the minds of the public 
and MPs.” 

Request for action will be con- 
sidered by the BFPA executive at 
its next meeting in London. 


Pix Studio Strike 
In Mex Settled 


Mexico City, Aug. 5. 
Film industry has surcease until 
next July 31 from what threatened 
to be a crippling blow, the strike 
of the technical and manual work- 
ers locals of the Picture Production 
Workers Union (STPC). It had de- 
;manded a 75% pay increase and 
other costly economic benefits from 
the Churubusco-Azteca, Tepeyac 

and San Angel Inn studios here. 


Peace was assured via a pact 
signed for the studios by Cesar 
Santos Galindo, the Churubusco- 
Azteca manager, and for the labor- 
ites by Felipe Palomino, the locals’ 
| sec. gen. The union accepted a 
5% pay raise, but won such con- 
cessions as more paid days off, 
every birthday of each worker, 
Good Friday, holidays like Xmas 
and 25 days’ vacation yearly for 
workers of more than 15 years 
service. The workers also were 
given 60c for transportation to and 
from studios when working after 
11 p. m. Dispute involved 1,500 
laborites. 

Studios are now normal, and sev- 
eral pix suspended pending the ovt- 
come of the dispute are now roll- 
ing. 

The 1,500 pic extras, who threw 
in with these other STPC members, 
threatening a sympathy strike if 
the techs and manual help walked 
out, decided to privately ask pro- 
ducers for a minimum daily pay of 
$5.78 and some other benefits. 
| Their minimum now is $2.31. 











Comedie-Francaise Ends 
Highly Successful Year 


Paris, Aug. 5. 
The Salle Richelieu house © 
the Comedie-Francaise shuttered 
July 31 until Sept. 1 following her 
Left Bank sister house, The Salle 
Luxembourg which closed July 14. 
Recent presentation of new plays 
and addition of new actors have 
|given the houses more appeal. - 
| This year the Comedie-Franca! 
\(both houses) gave 850 perform 
ances in 11 months. Top play 1s 
‘Jules Romains’ “Donogoo, which 
|got 70 performances. Next \° 
‘Moliere’s “The Bourgeois Genvt 
'man,” and third best, with over °Y 
showings, was the Georges Fey- 
;deau farce, “The Dindon. 


Present director of the ed 
ouciie 








Francaise is Pierre-Aime /0\" 7” 
‘ard, whose six year leaderel 
‘runs out April 6, 1953. His res! ‘ 


‘has been marked with the usu 
‘rows and laurels. Some — 
jhis lifting the barriers for hepa 
film people and his choice of p!#)* 
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scaled at seven bucks a copy. The 
rest of the house went from $1.50- 
$3.50. 

But as far as the Finnish gov-, 
ernment was concerned, the games 
were what the French call un suc- 
ces destime. The critics loved it 
but nobody, or anyway hardly any 
foreigners bearing hard currency, 
came. The Finnish government, 
which is still paying Russia repara- 
tions for the war of 1939, had 
looked for an influx of at least 50.- 
000 tourists heavily laden with 
travellers checks and stiff dough. 
The merehants were waiting with 
open arms for the innocents from 
abroad with bushels of loot. The 
government in order to make it en- 
ticing for foreigners declared a 
two-week moratorium on its cur- 
rency restrictions and upped the 
price of the dollar from the normal 
231 Finnish marks to the dollar to 
350. thereby putting it on a parity 
with the French frane. A _ biack 
market where one can get 400 does 
exist in Helsinki, but it’s a lot more 
sub rosa than in Paris. 

Practically every decent hotel in 
Helsinki was requisitioned by the 
Organizing Committee. The one 
and only strictly modern hotel, the 


Vaakuna, was taken over for the 
international Olympic brass. The 


Kaemp housed the European press, 
while the Carlton lodged most of 
the sporiscasters. 
The Finnish people were told 
hat all sorts of VIPs and movie 
tars would be present. With the 
xception of the Duke of Edin- 
yurgh, who jetted over to seé his | 
| Bannister lose the mile, no big 
hots showed. Bob Hope, who had 
seen anticipated, never got here. 
The Finns had high hopes of seeing 
Gregory Peck, not only because of 
his Hollywood fame but also be- 
cause he. has a Finnish wife, but 
he had not made his appearance 
as of July 29. 
Got Their Homes Ready 

But more important, the Finns 
were told to get their homes ready 
to rent to 50,000 “Olympic guests.” 
They went out and bought beds and 
bedding, furniture and other house- 
hold accessories. A great many 
made arrangements to leave for 
the north country and abroad. In- 
stead of the anticipated 50,000 visi- | 
tors, the Committee claims that 
only 20,000 showed. More realistic | 


{ 
£ 
€ 
I 
J 
I 


nose-counting put the “Olympic | 
guests” at 13,000. There was no| 
bonanza for the _ storekKeepers. | 


‘tsitors found the quality of the 
merchandise poor and over-priced. | 

The U. S. newshawks, admitting 
that organization was, in general, | 
far superior to that of the London | 
games in 1948, had justifiable beefs. | 
The cable and telephone facilities | 
were woefully inadequate. Hlel-| 
sinki, a city of 400,000, wouldn't | 
handle the millions of words that | 
went all over Europe and around 
the world, through its postoffice. | 
The bottleneck came from Helsinki | 
to Stockholm. A phone call to New 
York took 24 hours, to Paris, four 
hours ‘if you were lucky). You 
couldn't count on wires to New 
York getting through. Most 
NY-ayem paper reporters were 
blowing their first editions even | 
with a seven-hour jump in time. 
Those who had Paris bureaus were 
phoning their stuff to Paree and | 
then getting many paragraphs 
lopped off because the operator 
would arbitrarily announce “time 
is up.” 

Apart from the Games them- 
selves Helsinki afforded very little 
nocturnal entertainment, 
popular or longhair. A few thea- 
tres were showing American pic- 
tures, none too new. Many were 
playing Russian films. 
theatre operating, the Svenska, 
was playing Moliere’s “‘The Miser” 
in Swedish, which, next to Finnish, 
is the language most spoken in 
ihe country. The opera gave a 
desultory performance of Tchai- 
kowsky’s “Aurora's Wedding” with 
what must be called a third-rate 
ballet troupe. There had been a 
highly successful Sibelius Music 
Festival in June. The date was 
chosen because it was felt that the 
&7-year-old national hero would not 
be able to cope with the circus 
that the sponsors felt Helsinki 
would become during the Games. 
Greta Keller, Viennese-American 
chanteuse, gave four highly suc- 
cessful and well-attended conceris. 
three in Helsinki and one in the 
provinces, 

_ For nitery addicts there was 
ditlie to keep them up fate, except 
Possibly the midnight sun. It got 


Finn Showmen 


Continued from page 1 
‘light by three ayem on those days 


it didn’t rain. Most of the spots 
were working on a strictly-for-the- 
duration-of-the-Games 
By far the best eatery is the Kalas- 
tajatorpya restaurant located on a 
breathtakingly beautiful island 


about six miles from town. For the |} 


rest the nite spots are dreary, most 
featuring at least one acrobatic 


turn. The three best visited were 
the Brande Casino ‘no gambling), 
the Saunas Club an@ the Kosher. 


The latter is a quasi-nightclub in 
an office building a floor below 
the Finnish-Jewish Businessmen’s 
Assn. The main attraction, apart 
from pastrami of dubious vintage, 
is a singing-choir of six Stockholm 
policemen taking their vacation in 
Helsinki for the Games. It was 
fun but hardly worth a notice in 
VaRIETY's New Acts department 
because, aS of Aug. 5, the boys 
will be pounding beats again. 

Possibly the worst feature. oi 
Helsinki’s.extra-stadium life is that 
the cafe, bistro, saloon or grog shop 
coes not exist. The brass footrail 
does not exist. If you want a drink 
you sit at a table and must order 
food. This is true for all of Scandi- 
navia. Bottled stuff can be bought 
only at government - controlled 
shops and then only on ration. 
Foreigners were permitted to buy 
in limited quantities upon presen- 
tation of their passports. The 
press, radio and officialdom wore 
badges which got them free rides 
cn buses and tram cars. priority 
into restaurants and all the liquor 
they could pay for. 

For the best entertainment, and 
incidentally for its tremendous 
propaganda value, one is forced to 
hand the palm-~-to the Reds. Cul- 
turally they never missed a trick. 
They brought in three troupes, 
each a dilly in its own right and 
each one better than the other. The 
first was the Tittelescu (Rouman- 


schedule. | 


Le 


Sees H’ wood Meeting 
Challenge of Television 


While he views television as a 
'“real challenge,” director David 
Miller feels Hollywood will be very 
successful with that challenge, for 





|the quality of its films will im-! 


'prove., Already, he added, through 
TV’s competition poorer product 
has been weeded out. 

Moreover, Miller contends, thea- 
tres won’t entirely be done away 
with. “For the peak of emotional 
satisfaction doesn’t come at home,” 
he said, “it stems from audience 
participation, and that’s only to be 
found in big theatres.” 

In line with the practices of in- 
dependent producers in giving top 
players pieces of their films, Miller 
predicts that the majors ultimately 
| will have to join this trend and 
'make partners of artists. By such 


a step costs can be cut and better | 


films can be produced on smaller 
budgets. 

Miller, who directed 
Fear” for RKO release, rolls his 
first independent production in 
France next’ spring. Tentatively 
titled “The Paris Story,” 


“Sudden 


agers of 
They'd all 
pianists, etc. 

Picture would be a cooperative 
venture, with everyone connected 
with it having an interest. Dis- 
tribution deal, Miller said, would 
be worked out upon completion 
lof the film. He arrivéd in New 
| York last week to assist in bally- 
ing “Fear” and leaves for the Coast 


as many 


be violinists, dancers, 


via Texas, where he'll aid in the | 


|pelio drive there. 








. » | 
| Licensing Controls | 
Continued from page 5 —__t 


| effort on the part of its more ener- 


With Better Product 


the film | 
is to be built around some 20 teen- | 
nationalities. | 


|100 voices led by Anton Furiksic. 


,ian) mixed choral and instrumental |8etic and persuasive advocates. 


group of some 90 people. The sec- | Few tradesters believe the plan, as 
ond was the Czechoslovak chorus of | it works out, will be a cure-all. But 


| it’s generally accepted that the 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


“Televising Old Films,” comprehensive study of the legal questions 
about performers and property-holders’ rights in old celluloid Which 
Herbert T. Silverberg wrote for the Virginia Law Review, is bein 
translated into French and Italian for distribution to legal eagles in 
'those countries. The article, first full treatment of the controversial 
subject matter, has stirred interest among United Nations staffers con. 
cerned with cultural and copyright, problems. 

Basic question tackled by Silverberg, w. k. film attorney, is. 
motion pictures intended for theartical exhibition be telecast wj 
,express consent of the performers?” After going through the 
/economics and practical background of the problem, as well as re. 
viewing the pertinent legal precedents and theories, Silverberg con- 
cludes: “Where a producer owns the motion picture and TV rights to 
a literary property and produces a motion picture based thereon and 
employs the services of actors, such producer may copyright the com. 
pleted motion picture containing the services of such actors, and the 
proprietor may license the broadcast thereof by TV without the con. 
sent of the performer, unless there is an express provision to the con. 
trary in the employment contract between the producer and thesper” 

Silverberg adds that further judicial thought may create a new con. 
cept, that “the product of an artist’s labor is a thing of economic valve 
and that its use in a new and additional medium warrants additional 
compensation. However, in the present state of the law, the actor 
must look for his protection to his contract, legislation or collective 
bargaining.” 





“May 
thout 


Magnum Photos, Inc., which provides top U. S. mags with 
features from nine countries where the outfit has lensmen corye- 
spondents, has set up a new unit to provide still coverage for producers 
on location abroad. Division is being headed by Robert Capa and Sam 
Shaw, and is designed to save the producers the expense of taking 
| cameramen abroad to take the stills or risk seeking out competent loca] 
talent. It’s understood that the United Artists ad-pub department in- 
| fluenced the new arrangement as a means of facilitating still coverage 


phote 


| for indie producers on that distrb’s roster. But UA will not be a party 
to any deal between a film-maker and a Magnum rep. 

Plan calls for Magnum to assign one still man to a production, to 
operate exclusively at the direction of the producer or unit publicity 
director and to originate photo ideas himself. Basic minimum fee of 


| $3,000 for seven weeks will be charged and beyond that period the 
cost is $100 per day, to be paid in U. S. dollars to the Magnum office 
in New York. Living expenses are listed at $15 per day in local cur- 
rency unless the photographer is housed with the production company 


and shares a joint commissary. 


Following distribution in the U. S. last week of an elaborate book 
by the Italian film industry tracing its patterns from 1945 to 1951, 
French film-makers came up this week with a brochure on the entire 


history of the French cimena from 1895 to the present. It has been 
issued by Unifrance Films, a government-sponsored promotional 
agency. 

a 
Much less lush than the Italian book—indicative of the hard times 


the French industry has been experiencing in comparison with rela- 
| tively flourishing: days the Italians have been having—the 30-page 
| Unifrance publication divides the history of its cinema into six epochs. 
Each of these is described by a French screenwriter; Georges Sadoul, 
| “Origin and Birth of the Cinema;” Maurice Bessy, “The Celluloid Age,” 
| Rene Jeanne, “The Great Era of the Silent Screen; G. Charensol, 





either | 


The one! 


But it remained for the Igor Mois- 
jievin ballet troupe doing folk 
dances at the Alppila outdoor 
park, to really smash home. All 
Americans, and there were plenty, 
who saw the troupe from Lenin- 
grad, were unanimous in 
opinion that while the Russki 
troupe may have lacked Saddler’s 
Wells’ polish, as an organization it 
is one of the finest. 

But if one were to name the 
highlight of all the entertainment 
of It All, there could be no other 
name than that of the Czech, Emil 
Zapotek. Corse Payton at his best 
would never have been a close 
competitor. 


—_—— 


Continued from page 3 =! 


berg, who shifted over to chairman- 
ship of the U board when Rackmil 
moved into the presidency, re- 
ceived $79,500 last year. There 
was no indication as to whether or 
not Blumberg has undergone a 
salary adjustment in his new post, 
although he'll continue active in 
U’s affairs. 

Blumberg, who sold his stock 
holdings in U to Rackmil, was un- 





der a five-year employment pact | 
that went into effect Jan. 1, 1951. | 


In addition to $1,500 a week and 
expenses, it provided payment of 
$1,000 a week for five years com- 
mencing Jan. 1, 1956, for his serv- 
ices in a non-exclusive advisory 
capacity. That was in considera- 
tion of the salary reduction he took 
in 1949, when the company was 
suffering financial difficulties. 
Rackmil planed to the Coast 
Monday (4) for a series of top- 


_echelon studio confabs that will 


start next Monday (11). Alfred E. 
Daff, exec v.p., flies out over the 
weekend to join in the talks. Blum- 
berg is already at the studio. 
Others attending the sessions on 
general policy and production mat- 


the | 


jonly way to cut down on the law- 
|suits and internal bickering is via 
arbitration. 

Theatremen have been adamant 
in their demand for restraints on 
| bidding, inferring that this type 
lof business conduct 
nately is being resorted to by the 
film companies to obtain big rent- 
al coin. 

The expected controls will be in 
the form of a definite dividing line 
separating instances 
may be instituted from situations 
where the bids will be tabu. It’s 
presumed that the 
who have been against bidding al- 
together, are insisting that the bids 
may be allowable only where the 
distribs have no other way to sell 
their pix on a cOdmpetitive basis 
and without risk of antitrust suits. 

On the other hand, under the 
£ontrols being projected, the dis- 
tribs will refrain from instituting 
bids simply as a matter of policy 
for certain pix, it’s said. In other 
| words, the companies will nego- 
| tiate the sale of their product where 
|there is no exhib request to bid 
and the bids can be avoided in an 
| eguitable manner. 

Disclosing Bid Terms 


Also looming asa possible switch 
under the sought-after arbitratton 
|system is the matter of disclosing 
the rental terms offered by exhibs 
in their bids. So far, the winning 
bid for a pic has -been kept a se- 
cret. This may be revised so that 
|in some cases, following the award 
|of a film in a bidding situation, the 
\terms accepted by the distrib may 
ibe made open to publie view. 

All controls on, and changes in, 
\bidding procedures, of course, will 


} 


ibe contingent on the acceptability 
|of the overall arbitration system 
|which is to be proposed. If this 
/is scuttled the departures from the 
| bidding system will go down with 
iit. 

| Repping the exhibs at the arbi- 








indiscrimi- | 


theatremen, | 


|The Coming of Talking Pictures;” 


| Cinema of Sirius,” 
eration.” 


“Roger Regent, ‘1940-1944—The 


and P. M. Arlaud, “The French Cinema Since Lib- 





Anti-television policy maintained 
broken down last week when Ray 


ture showed the studio’s western st 


a news story on a fire at Warners. 


permitted to make a “remote” telecast on the Columbia lot. 


by Hollywood’s major studios was 
Maypole and his KTTV crew were 
TV pic- 
reet and other permanent sets, with 


the cooperation of Columbia’s plant superintendent, Denver Harmon. 
And only a few weeks ago Maypole was refused permission to televise 
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where bids | 
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either by using our influence for 
legislative enactment or aiding in 
acquainting the public that movies 
are better than ever,’ Walsh de- 
clared. 


“I’m sure we can cope with TV 
and other threats, if management 
as well as labor does its part. I’m 
glad that management is waking 
up, too.” 

Walsh sounded the _ conven- 
tion’s keynote that “film exhibi- 
tion must endure and will live 
with television and we'll do every- 


to do so.” At the same time, how- 
ever, he pointed out, this does not 
mean the Alliance will be un- 
friendly toward television, “which 
now is providing many jobs for 
our members and in which the en- 
tertainment field will seek more 
Se and do more organiz- 
ng.” 


- -Books Balanced 

While job losses to members 
from theatre closings should not 
be minimized, and more such loss- 
es impend, rapidly expanding em- 
ployment in television has bal- 
anced the books so far, the conven- 
tion learned. 

More than 1,200 delegates here 
| for the five-day sessions heard re- 
ports on the state of film exhibi- 
tion from such speakers as Eric 
Johnston, MPAA president; Col. 





IA To Fight Tax, Suit 


Continued from page 7 


thing within our means to help it | 


‘ 








phasized by Johnston as two prin- 
cipal reasons for the sorry plight 
in which many exhibitors find 
themselves and whicn have forced 
many theatres to close. Pleading 
|for organized labor “to get en- 
| ergetically and wholeheartedly be- 
hind the expertly managed COMPO 
campaign to repeal the 20° Fed- 
eral admission tax and state and 
local admission taxes” and to help 
in reducing waste,. he presented 
figures to bear eut his contention 
that no time must be lost in ob- 
taining favorable congressional ac- 
| tion. 


| Obtain the admission tax repeal 
and combat the Government suit 
designed to make films available 
for television. Both expressed con- 
fidence in exhibition’s future. 

“I ask projectionists particularly 
to be a guide to other union mem- 
bers, friends and acquaintances in 
calling their attention to worthy 
pictures,” said Perrine. “Let this 
movement be carried down to the 
grass roots.” 


Perrine specified other factors, 
in addition to television, respon 
sible for slumping theatre attend 
ance and declared that television, 
instead of sounding exhibition® 
death knell, may turn out to be !ts 
biggest boon. 





. 





ters will be William Goetz, produc- | tration sessions were Wilbur Snaper 
tion chief; Edward Muhl, v.p. and| and Abram F. Myers, Allied States 
g.m. of the studio; David Lipton,|Assn.; Herman M. Levy and S. H. 


H. A. Cole, National Allied States 
Tax committee chairman; C. W. 


Kaye Eyes ‘Mabel’ 


v.p. in charge of advertising and 
publicity, and studio departmental 
execs. 

Rackmil was feted last Friday 
‘1) by his associates at Decca, b2- 
ing handed a scroll. In giving 
part of his time to Universal, he’ll, 
of course, have to devote less atten- 
tion to Decea’s affairs, which ex- 
plains the Decca salary “‘adjust- 


, ment.” 


|Fabian, Theatre Owners of Amer- 
\ica, and Emanuel Frisch, Metro- 
| politan Motion Picture Theatres 
Assn. For the distribs: William F. 
Rodgers, Metro; Adolph Schimel, 
Universal; Al Lichtman, 20th-Fox;: 
| Abe Montague, Columbia, and Rob- 
;ert W. Perkins, Warners. 

| The legal committee appointed 
comprises Levy, Myers, Perkins 


and Schimel. 


Perrine, United Paramount Thea- 
tres vice-president here, and Ben- 
nie Berger, North Central Allied 


president and National Allied 
States director. 
Speakers painted both bright 





and dark pictures. While optimis- 
tic about exhibition’s future. they 
agreed certain relief for exhibitors 
| 1S essential immediately. 

| Taxes, and especially admission 
taxes, and rising costs were em- 








Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Danny Kaye is mulling an offer 
to star in “Mabel and Me” at 20th- 
Fox. Comedian said he would like 
to do the pic, but can’t until later 
in the year because of his forth- 
‘coming vaude show which — 
Sept. 6 at the Curran Theatre, >@9 
Francisco. 
| Vaude troupe may be brought 
_Los Angeles later, probably al 
‘Philharmonic Auditorium. 
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TRUCOLOR BY CONSOLIDATED 


Starring 


: RUTH ROD JOHN GALE 
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| HUSSEY - CAMERON - AGAR - STORM 
| we J. CARROL NAISH -JIM DAVIS - JAY C. FLIPPEN 


_ Sereen Play By NORMAN REILLY RAINE: Story By CHARLES MARQUIS WARREN and PRESCOTT CHAPLIN - 
Associate P Producer -Director JOSEPH KANE * - A REPUBLIC PICTURE - sil aa aia 
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Defunct FC Would 
Settle Its Claims 
Vs. Indies for 1146 


Claims that the defunct Film 
Classics, Inc., has against various 
indie producing firms would be set- 
tled for $114,024, it was disclosed 
last week by FC assignee Irving 
Kaufman through formal notice to 
FC creditors. Latter are directed 
to show cause by Aug. 14 before | 
N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Thom- 
as L. J. Corcoran why an order | 


/ 


should not be granted authorizing | 
Kaufman to proceed with the set-| 
tlements. 

Biggest adjustment that Kauf-, 
man plans is compromise of his 
claim against Sigmund Neufeld 
Productions, Inc., and Sigmund 
Neufeld Pictures, Inc., for $90,000. 
Neufeld turned out “Miraculous 
Journey,” “Money Madness” and 
“State Department—File 649” for 
FC release in 1948 and ‘49. The 
$90,000 is subject to certain deduc- 
tions, payable out of earnings of 
the three films. 

Another $8,000 would come 
through compromise of Kaufman's 
claim against Laurel Films, Inc., 
producer of the 1949 FC release, 
“‘C’-Man.” Emerald Productions, 
Inc., producer of the Sally Forrest- 
Keefe Brasselle starrer, “Not Want- 
ed.” would kick in $7,500. A claim 
against Agay Productions, Inc. 
(Max Alexander) would be dropped 
upon Agay’s payment of $3,116. 
Agay made a Tom Neal starrer, 
“Amazon Quest.” 

Balance of the $114,633 would 
be contributed by Goldridge, Inc. 
(David M. Pelham-John Shepridge- 
Robert Goelet, Jr.), International 
Productions, Inc., and Expert Pic- 
tures Corp. Goldridge, producers 
of the film, “Rapture,” are down 
for $2,800; International, which 
made “Women in the Night,” will 
turn over $608, while Expert will 
pay $2,000 in connection with its 
picture, “Good Time Girl.” 


GERALD DEMANDS SWG 
SET ITS OWN LOYALTY BD 











Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

For the second time in less than 
a month Barney Gerard threat- 
ened to resign from the Screen 
Writers Guild unfess that group 
comes out flatfooted against Com- 
munism. His first letter, date July 
16, was unanswered. 

“The Guild,” Gerard _ said, 
“should establish its own loyalty 
board and weed out the Com- 
munists. We must make certain 
that our organization doesn’t cast 
any reflection on the industry.” 

Richard Murphy, a member of 
the executive board, explained that 
the board turned down the MPIC 
loyalty board proposal on instruc- 
tions from a majority of its mem- 
bers. An answer to Gerard's let- 
ter, he said, will be made in due 
time. 


Loew’s Victor in Defense 
Vs. ‘Harvey Girls’ Suit 


Kansas City, Aug. 5. 

A plagiarism suit pending against 
Loew’s, Inc., since 1950 ended in 
favor of the defendant in an opin- 
jon handed down last Thursday 
(31) by Judge Richard M. Duncan 
in U. S. District Court. The suit 
was brought by Clifford Funk- 
houser, a trainman with the Mis- 
souri-Kansas-Texas Railroad, and 
formerly with the Santa Fe, who 
charged that his story about the 
Santa Fe and the Harvey girls was 
pirated by the film company for 
the Metro picture, “The Harvey 
Girls.” 

Funkhouser claimed $2,000,000 
in damages, but in a 44-page opin- 
jon Judge Duncan ruled there was 
no infringement by the film on 
the story written by Funkhouser. 
The decision indicated extensive 
research by Judge Duncan, who 
said, “It is reasonable to assume 
any story of the Harvey girls, the 
Harvey system or of the Santa Fe 
would necessarily have many paral- 
lels and many similar characters.” 
He ruled there is little similarity 

between the plaintiff's story and 
that of the pic, except for locale, 
principal characters and others 





| “One 


Schwartz Inducted As 
N.Y. Sup. Ct. Justice 


Friends in the film industry, plus 
civic leaders and members of the 
state and city judiciary and bar 
attended the induction of Arthur 
H. Schwartz as New York Supreme 
Court Justice in N. Y. County 
Courthouse last Thursday (31). 

Schwartz, who had been asso- 
ciated for 18 years with the law 
firm of Schwartz & Frohlich, ac- 
tive in film industry legal ‘affairs, 
was appointed by Gov. Dewey to 
fill the vacancy caused by the 
death of Justice Bernard L. Shien- 
tag. He handled Gov. Dewey’s | 
campaign. Incidentally he is no} 
relation to Charles Schwartz of the | 
firm name. 


MONO PAYS THESPS 86 
FOR PIX SOLD TO TV 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Monogram made its first pay- 
ment, amounting to more than 
$8,006, te actors who appeared in 
five films made after Aug. 1, 1948, 
and recently sold to TV Pictures 
are “Murder in the Air,” “The 
Rainmaker,” “Tuna Clipper,” “The 
Big Fight” and “Feathered Ser- 
pent.” Studio's dealt with the 
Screen Actors Guild in the sale-of 
pix to television covers about 70 
productions. Each actor will col- 
lect 15% of his original salary if 
the film is sold for $20,000 or more, 
and 1214% if it brings in less than 
$20,000. 


Parker Gets MGM’s Ist 
Non-Exclusive Contract 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

For the first time in its history 
Metro signed a player—Eleanor 
Parker—to a long-term contract on 
a non-exclusive basis. Other 
studios have been handing out 
such pacts for some time bat 
Metro has been a holdout until 
now. if the non-exclusive trend 
continues, it will mean a heavy 
slash in the Culver City payroll. 

First job for Miss Parker un- 
der the new agreement will be 
More Time,” starting late 
this month, with Armand Deutsch 
producing and George Cukor 
directing. 











Legion of Decency Puts 
Rap Into Hope-Russell Pic 


National Legion of Decency last 
week placed Paramount’s Bob 
Hope-Jane Russell-Roy Rogers 
starrer, “Son of Paleface,” in its 
Class B (Morally Objectionable in 
Part for All) bracket. Reason for 
this, says the Legion, is the film’s 
“suggestive costuming, dialog and 
situations.” 

Catholic reviewing organization 
also has “condemned” the French 
import, “The Strollers.” Discina 


International release was criticized 
for “this picture in the story it 
tells seriously offends Christian 
and traditional standards of moral- 
ity and decency.” 








Trust Testimony 


=—_—_ Continued from page 3 





likelihood is seen of Resnick recom- 
mending approval of the KTLA re- 
newal and the UPT-ABC merger. 

Beyond that immediate effect, 
however, is the all-important re- 
quest for channels for theatre tele. 
Hearings on these will not be be- 
fore an examiner, but before the 
Commission itself, and industry 
lawyers have frankly had trepida- 
tions on FCC members putting 
company prexies and other execs 
through long cross-examination on 
ancient antitrust charges. 

With those now out of the way, 
the industry case can be complete- 
ly reshaped. Instead of answering 
charges, the Hollywood and New 
York execs can concentrate on the 
positive side, impressing the FCC 





Foreign Income 


Continued from page 3 


taining cooperation from the U. S. 
State Dept. and the Embassy in 
Indonesia on a sticky problem of 
exchange rates. Americans are ac- 
cepting the coin as result of agree- 
ment by the Indonesians to return 
to the rate of 12.8 rupees to $1 in- 
stead of the 19 that they had tried 
to allocate. : 
Only thing that has Yank film 
men worried regarding the possi- 
bility of beating last year’s returns 
from abroad is devaluation by 
France. This wouldn't have much 
effect as far as their coin in Paris 
is concerned, but they are fearful 
that it would lead to a chain reac- 
tion, as did the British devalua- 
tion several years ago. Almost 
every important country in the 
world followed the British lead, 
taking a tremendous nick out of 
American pic company balances. 
Success of the Yanks in getting 
their coin thawed in_ Britain, 
either by direct remittance or by 
use for production and other pur- 
poses, has contributed extensively 
to this year’s good showing abroad. 
It is expected that about $26,000,000 
will be obtained from conversion 
of London balances, representing 
almost $6,000,000 more than in ’51. 
Basically responsible for the 
improvement in returns from 
overseas is the fact that Hollywood 
pix are building greater and 
greater world audiences. Income | 
in local currencies has been build- | 
ing each year since the war. 
Secondary is the problem of get- 
ting the earnings converted to dol- 
lars in New York—the real payoff. 
That problem has been helped in 
part, of course, by American gov- 
ernment largesse in giivng dollar 
assistance to foreign countries for 
defense purposes. Availability of 
this money is eventually reflected 
in a balance-of-payments situation 
for the various nations and so they 
are able to be more lenient in al- 
lowing pic companies to withdraw 
their coin. 


Film-Legion Execs 


Continued from page 3 

















were turned over to the studios 
and the suspect workers given_a 
chance to clear themselves. 

Next week’s session, it is under- 
stood, will be for the purposes of a 
report by O'Neil on the Legion’s 
findings as result of study of let- 
ters submitted by those on the 
lists. Reportedly, only about 20 or 
30 of the original group have failed 
to send in explanatory letters or 
were not cleared because their ex- 
planations of presence of their 
names in connection with sub- 
versive activities were found want- 
ing. 

Actor Ward Bond, who has been | 
active in the anti-Communist fight 
in Hollywood, was east most of the 
past week. He huddled with 
O’Neil and made two trips to Otis, 
Mass., for confabs with vacation- 
ing columnist George Sokolsky. 
Bend and Sokolsky have been 
working with the Legion on the 
Hollywood matter. Bond planed 
(4) 


back to the Coast Monday 
night. 








Wolfberg-Skouras 


Continued from page 7 


the article and the rest of us here 
had to sit and take it. The bank- | 





ers saw it. The movie-going pub- | 
lic saw it. It was public relations 
at its worst. | 


“There is simply no rhyme or | 
reason behind such public an- 
nouncements. We have all heard 
from Mr. Skouras before. He has 
long since become a self-appointed 
prophet of doom. It is a doom 





nels granted for the greatest good 
nd the greatest portion of the pub- 
ic. 

Beyond that, there will undoubt- 
edly be later efforts of major pro- 
ducers and circuits to obtain li- 
censes for television stations and 





that ordinarily go to make up a 
romantic story of the old west. 

About 500.000 words went into 
the court records. It was tried in 
two separate sessions of the court 
and then taken under advisement 
by Judge Duncan last November. 
Funkhouser now is located in Par- 
sons, Kans, 


channels for other purposes. Each 
| time they would be subjected to 
| protracted examination on long- 
| past offenses, which might seriously 
jeopardize their chances of getting 
the facilities they desire. Last 
week's precedent-breaking ruling 
by the FCC has eliminated that 
danger factor. 





with their plans to use any chan-| 


which he has worked hard to 
;create. His double-billing of top 
A pictures on the west coast has 
probably caused more harm than 
television. His backing of a move. 
to get daylight saving time cost his 
company thousands and thousands 
of doilars in daily revenues.” 
Wolfberg said he wondered how 
anyone can so talk of catastrophe 
when so doing means his com- 
pany’s stock is a “lost cause.” He 


concludes with the statement that 
for every theatre closed there have 
been one or two new ones built. 
bringing the total of U. S. houses 





Amusement Stock Quotations — 


Fer the Week Ending Tuesday (5) 


Weekly Weekly Weekly Tues. Net, 
Volin High Low Close Change 
100s . for week 

N. ¥. Stock Exchange 
AMG: 6.25 seccesicegeee Sl 912 914 914 — %% 
Ct Ee hadi abes checen “ae 36 3414 3534 413% 
GO Ee” 26 ee cbencetsung (20 36 34% 36 24 
Cel. Pie.....'. pubes deacece. see 12%4 12% 1234 — % 
) | SR ecccce 53 814 834 814 6 
Eastman Kodak ........ . 158 4558 4419 4514 , 
BME ss odessa qgeceudews’ 147 12% 1254 125% PR 
Paramount....... ees eaewe 160 23% 22% 23 ys 
EE. dainng ack vuteon ‘ 97 331% 3214 3234 ‘ 
Ws ais cd one ehehou ss 196 26% 2654 2654 a 
RKO Pictures.........- eo” 300 a 3% 4 
RKO Theatres........... 125 338 3% 3% P 
Republic. .........0+. ‘ 18 % 334 334 ‘ 
BR Ms cn teed eugenics 11 9% 9% 9% 
20th-Fox...... TTT eer Te 96 15% 15 151% 
Un. Par. Th Suse abeme ; = “4 13% 14 
UMiv........seeeecesseees 37 1244 11% 12 ons Yh 
Watv, pid. . occ evccccsces @ 64 63 63 2 
ee, Sy re ee 52 12% 121% 12% Lg 
EY dik oume Mianacone « a 79 1644 17% 16 
N. Y. Curb Exchange 
we... 60 1534 15% 1514 ae 
MONGGIEUB <6 sccecccessee 64 3 2% 3 
FOCRMORIEE os 5 6 Po Sek ke 14 2154 21% 21% om % 
Over-the-Counter Securities Bid Ask 
Cinecolor — : av ane 000 See 1 114 as Ip 
Chesapeake Industries (Pathe)........... 3% 4% 
ee i ee ares eee Ere T eT 412 542 
eer ery er Sree ey ty 71% 814 ‘sy 


(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 
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Click Pix Boost B.0. | 


Continyed 





couraging by the trade. One is 
that it’s been established that the 


amount of revenue which a single 
pic can chalk up at the b.o. is as 
great, if not greater, than even in 
the peak war and postwar years. 
“Ivanhoe,” which is now in scat- 
tered Loew’s situations, in a few 
cases is outdrawing “Quo Vadis.” 


“Ivanhoe” is also current at New 
York’s Radio City Music Hall and 
here the b.o. performance is with- 
out precedent. The new Metro 
epic concludes its first week to- 
night (Wed.) with a probable take 
of $176,000, a new all-time record 
for a non-holiday frame. 


Paramount’s “Greatest Show on 
Earth,” torrid coin collector on its 
pre-release run, is still strictly 
blue-chip in its regular playoff. 
Loew’s circuit run in Gotham gave 
Par distribution rentals amounting 
to $500,000. Great biz: 


United Paramount’s more than 
650 theatres across the country 
now are reaching, or are within a 
tiny fraction of, the level of income 
at this time last year. This is said 
particularly encouraging for the 
reason that most of the successful 
films are only in early release, con- 
sequently a number of UPT spots 
still are playing off lesser-calibre 
June releases. 

In the N. Y. area alone, the b.o. 
intake at indie theatres for the 
entire month of July was up 11% 
over July last year, according to a 
survey conducted by the Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owner Assn. 
Harry Brandt, prez of the unit, said 
prospects for a continuing upbeat 
are good. 

Second heartening factor is that 
some pix which draw pan reviews 
still are generating b.o. fireworks. 
It’s being demonstrated that de- 
spite the crix nix a provocative 
Personality in the cast or some 
production gimmick and an astute 
campaign can still lure the public. 
20th-Fox is doing such a job with 
“Don’t Bother to Knock,” Marilyn 
Monroe starrer. Columbia’s “Af- 
fair in Trinidad,” Rita Hayworth’s 
newest, is slam-bang on opening, 
helping itself to $43,000 in its 
initial week at the Victoria, N. ¥u 
a record at regular b.o. scales, and 
18 ZOlng Over in smash style in Chi- 
cago and San Francisco. 

Another in the nobody-likes-it- 
but-the-public category is “Island 
of Desire,” United Artists release 
Starring Linda Darnell. Film has 
played a small number of dates 
and these have been surprisingly 
strong, topping “African Queen” 
in a couple of spots. Film con- 
cluded a first week at the Metro- 
politan, Brooklyn, with a take of 
$25,000, which is highly unusual 


| for the spot. 


Incidentally, UA has two new pix 
mov.ng into circulation at this time 
which are drawing big, a departure 
from the policy of spacing its 
standout money-makers over a rel- 
atively long period. Along with 

Desire” is Stanley Kramer's 





to a new high. 


“High Noon.” Gary Cooper starrer, 








| Gains have been up to 25°;, 


—_ 





from page 3 





| which copped rave notices in vari- 
; ous keys, is doing great biz all 
, over. Original intention was to re- 
|lease “Noon” earligr but the 
Kramer organization was wary of 
possible competition from the TV 
and radio coverage of the political 
conventions in Chicago. 

One pic from out of the past is 
| among the sizzlers on today’s mar- 
| ket. It’s RKO’s reissue of “King 
| Kong,” which is scoring sensation- 
al income in many dates. 





Midwest Upswing 
Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 

Industry leaders here are noting 
a boxoffice upswing in many situ- 
ations. M. A. Levy, 20th-Fox dis- 
trict manager, attributes it in part, 
in exchange centers under his su- 
pervision, to a revival of old-fash- 
ioned “corny” showmansi/p that 
embraces all sorts of gimmicks. 
and 
in some instances as high as 50, 
he says. 


Levy points out that the improve- 
ment has resulted in the reopening 
of the long-dark 1,800-seat St. 
Louis Theatre. In St. Louis, he as- 
serts, good results have been re- 
alized by first-run houses through 
the use of “Beat the Heat” cartoons 
and “Know Your Movies” quiz pro- 
grams in newspapers. Televisicn | 
trailers also have helped in several 
cities, according to Levy. 










Truman-Arnall 


Continued from page 5 





an 
by he gave only a limited amount 
of time. 

His pact with SIMPP prior to 
this had given him $40,000 a vear 
in salary and expenses, in addition 
to allowing him freedom to main- 
tain his own Atlanta law practice 
and other activities. With the hard 
times for the indies, Arnal] volun- 
tarily accepted an arrangement by 
which he gave a minimum of three 
days a month, plus whatever other 
time was required. 

With something of a resurgence 
in indie production now taking 
place, there’s a possibility that fol- 
lowing Arnall’s return to SIMPP, 
a membership drive may take place 
i to build funds for again putting 
'the Society on a fully-active basis. 

Arnall had been intending 
take sufficient time from his Gov- 
ernment post in the past month or 
so to go to the Coast for huddles 
| with the SIMPP membership. He's 

been so tied up, however, “!™% 
price hassles growing out of the 
| steel strike that he hasn't had time. 
| He’s still hoping to make the t'P: 
| Arnall’s talk with the President 
‘should prove interesting, «#sidé 
from determining whether he | re- 
‘main in his OPS job beyond ‘his 
‘month. Notoriously outspoken, be 
| has indicated publicly his disasree- 
ment with policies of his Gover 

ment superiors that have _ananree 
' prices to rise to peak propor''0"™ 
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Pascal Sees Entente 
Of Pictures and Tele; 
Pix Manpower ‘Dated’ 


industry and television, in- 
remaining bitter adversa- 
ll effect a rapprochement 
nefit both, according to 
ducer Gabriel Pascal. 
in New York last week for distri- 
pution confabs with RKO on his 
ntly completed Androcles and 


Film 
stead of 
ries, WI 
that will be 
veteran pro 


rece 


the Lion,” he stresed that “we 
ec 4 ’ ; 2 

~annot hold up the changeover to 
TV for it’s a coming great 


> Nn. s.: 
ane percentage of exhibitors 


will change professions,” believes 
“Nothing can save many 


rascal : i n 
= heme. But 1 don’t think it will 
destroy our industry. It will 

® much superior and will 


emerge 

look for 
that TV 
metamor 
predicts 
“bigger 

re vears. 

Oe camrets says Pascal, about 
50% of the industry’s manpower 
is “dated.” Having a new medium 
and young people associated with 
it as new blood, he feels that Hol- 
ivwood will then have the courage 
to experiment, especially since TV 
needs a more concentratéd form 
of scenario and production. In his 
view, existing motion picture tech- 
niques are obsolete when aimed 
toward TV and every frame will 
now have to be calculated. 

With his “Androcles and the 
Lion” now in the can, Pascal will 
do a film version of Shaw's “Devil's 
Disciple” next. 
roll'on the RKO lot in October, 
with possibly either Rex Harrison 
or Marlon Brando as cast toppers. 
Producer will furnish his own 
financing, and distribution likely 
will be through RKO, although the 
deal hasn’t been dnked as yet. 

Also on Pascal's film-making 
agenda is “The Life of Ghandi” 
and a musical version of Shaw’s 
“Pygmalion.” “Ghandi” would go 
before the cameras in India next 
spring while no date has been set 
for “Pygmalion.” In any event, the 
musical would follow a Broadway 
production of the Shaw play which 
the producer is readying for this 
season in association with the The- 
atre Guild. 


new ways and techniques 
will offer it.” Calling the 
phosis a beneficial one, he 
that the industry will be 
than ever” within two or 





Ritchey Returning From 


Europe After Survey | 


Norton V. Ritchey, prez of Mono- 
gram International Corp,. is sched- 
uled to return to New York next 
Tuesday (12) on the Liberte after 
a six-week survey of the continental 
market. He left the U. S. June 11 
in company with Mono-Allied Art- 
ists head Steve Broidy and veepee 
Harold Mirisch to participate in 
Story conferences with Associated 
British Pictures Corp. Latter. firm 
has a joint production program 
with Mono-AA., 

Broidy and Mirisch returned 
July 7, but Ritchey remained 
abroad to check on the company’s 
European distribution. Meantime, 
it's expected that the Mono for- 
eign chief will confer with Ken- 
Jiro Natushita, of Eiga Haiku, a top 
Japanese distributor, upon his arri- 
valin N. Y. Natushita, whose com- 
pany handles AA product in Nip- 
pon, left for the Coast Friday (1) 
atter several days in Gotham, out 
he's due back next week. 
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Lie Detector 





Continued from page 7 
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plaintiffs’ inference that at the 
time Steffes. was given his area 
first-run “there was an understand- 
ing between him and the distribu- 
tors relating to the disposition of 
that pending litigation and that the 





order to eliminate Steffes’ threat 
to the established 
| admission system concertedly set 
j uP by the distributors,” Loevenger 
| declares in his latest communica- 
| tion to the court. 

Lebedoff alone took the lie de- 
tector test covering disputed tes- 


timony. This was after the defense | 


| in a brief had charged him with 
ho : - 
| Ziving perjured testimony. It also 


| was after the defense had refused | 


to permit the test also to be taken 
by its own chief witness, W. H. 
Workman, Metro branch manager, 
whose testimony was 
variance with Lebedoff’s. 
ing to affidavits filed 
court, Lebedoff passed 
with flying colors. 
Torrison’s brief and attached af- 
fidavits, filed in answer to the lie 
detector test documents, show that 
a conversation between Roeder and 
Lebedoff, regarding the depriva- 


with 


the test 


present suit’s basis, could not have 


Lebedoff’s lie detector test’s 
proved testimony asserted. 
reason was that Roeder had been 
| transferred from Minneapolis to 
| San Francisco in early January, 
1934. 

| Enlarging on this point, Torrison 
| in his brief declared that “if Lebe- 


ap- 





doff did submit to the alleged test, | 


the lie detector 


| . , 
| machine wasn’t 
competent the 

| 

| 

1 

} 


operator was in- 


competent, or Martin Lebedoff is 


one of those individuals who them- | 


selves do not perceive the distinc- 
tion between true and false.” 











WB’s Backlog 


Continued from page? ee 





ernment bonds at $2,317,000 for a 
| total of $19,889,000. 


Earnings Upbeat 


upbeat. Corporation 
earnings of $1 per share for the 
nine months ending May 31, n- 
|; pared with 86c per share for the 
| corresponding period of 1951. Les- 
ser number of shares outstanding— 
4,950,600 at the end of the new 
period vs. 6,684,700 last year—ac- 
counted for the per-share climb in 
the face of a drop in net. 

WB earned in the new period 
$4,958,000, including $1,091,000 
from sale of capital assets, after 
provisions of $5,100,000 for Fed- 
eral income taxes and $400,000 for 
contingent liabilities. In the ’51 
period, the profit was $5,808,000, 
including $482,000 in cap gains, 
after provisions of $5,800,000 for 
taxes and $500,000 for contingent 
liabilities. These liabilities for the 
most part are antitrust suits against 
WB and other films outfits filed by 
exhibs. 

WB’s gross business for the nine 


months, including film rentals, 
theatre admissions, etc., reached 
$84,309,000, compared with $84,- 


870,000 for the ’51 period. Consid- 
eration here is that the company 
had a lesser number of theatres in 
the new period in accordance with 
its trust suit divestiture program. 


Tax Gut 


Continued from page 7 














survey of indie ops in Gotham ex- 
perienced an 11° boost in bysi- 
ness in July over the same month 
in 1951. 

Harry Brandt, ITOA prexy, com- 
mented: “It must be that people 
}are no longer glued to their TV 
| screens. They are escaping the hyp- 
' nosis induced by the novelty of the 
|medium and are coming back to 
lthe theatre for quality entertain- 
iment, which Hollywood is provid- 
ling. Audiences like what they see, 
| and we expect to keep them com- 
| ing back by presenting a continu- 
| ous flow of superior motion picture 
programs.” 

From the start, the industry has 
been confronted with the problem 





| 


lic relations which would be cre- 
ated with reports of dismal b.o. 
conditions, and at the s 
convey that tax relief is 
nomic must. 





an eco- 


run was given to the Paradise in | 


run-clearance- | 


entirely at | 
Accord- | 
the | 


tion of the Lebedoffs’ first-run, the | 
taken place in the fall of 1934, as | 


The | 


was listed at $17,572,000 and Gov- |] 


Earnings statement showed some | 
reported | 


of how to avoid the downbeat pub- | 


same time | 


Bar City Censor Right, 
Pasadena Solon Rules 


Pasadena, Aug. 5. 





did not constitute a blank reversal | 
of the right to censor films, city | 
attorney Frank Kastlan ruled in| 
| upholding the ban by Pasadena’s | 
two women censors of four pix 
booked by the Colorado Theatre, 
Pasadena. 

Manager A. J. O'Keefe, who is 
trying to make the theatre an art 
house, appealed the ban, contend- | 
ing the Supreme Court decision 
was a victory for a free screen. 
Kastlan declared the ruling only 
prevented censorship on religious 


| Srounds, but did not restrict the 
right to censor “lewd, lascivious, 
immoral films.” The majority. of | 


theatres in Pasadena observed the 
ban on “Pepe Le Moko,” “Rasho- 
mon,” “La Ronde” and “Manon.” 


‘Miracle’ in Buffalo ! 
To Smash Business 


} 





“The Miracle’ this past week 
had its first opening outside of 
New: York ‘City since the recent 


Supreme Court decision reversing 
the ban of New 
sors. Preem at the Mercury, 
| Buffalo, scored smash biz. There 
were no pickets or other disturb- 
ances, 

The Anna Magnani-starrer, di- | 
rected by Roberto Rossellini, re- 
cently completed a continuation of 
its run at the Paris, N. Y., that 
was broken off almost 18 months 
previously by the revocation of 
the censor seal. It had been heavi- 
ly picketed during its initial stand 


York State cen- | 


by Catholic groups, following 
Cardinal Spellman's denunciation 


of it as blasphemous. 

Recent Paris showing, like that | 
in Buffalo, was devoid of pickets, 
apparently indicating the Church's 
decision not to demonstrate count- | 
ergto a Supreme Court decision. 
| Buffalo has a large Catholic popu- 
| lation. 

















( 





| Toledo Judge 








Continued from page 4 





July 18 for exhibiting the reel in| 
|his Westwood Theatre here. 

Judge won’t even find a bathing | 
beaut in the Fox-Movietone re-| 
lease. Similar to the seal-less Uni- | 
versal reel shown in Cleveland and | 
the Metro footage in Cincinnati, | 
the reel Wiley will see contains | 
scenes of the Republican conven- | 
tion, a new Navy dirigible, slum 
clearance in Norfolk, Va. U. S.j 
sailors visiting in England and | 
some sports shots. 

Judge Wiley, who has taken a 
great personal interest in the case, | 
has already been provided at his, 
own request with copies of the U.S. 
Supreme Court decisions in the) 
“Miracle” and “Pinky” 
preparation for Friday's hearing. 

Smith will be defended by local | 
attorneys, who will endeavor to get 
the case as rapidly as possible 
moved to the top court in Ohio in 
the industry’s effort to have the 
newsreel pre-censorship outlawed 
on the basis of the Supreme Court 
decisions. It is hoped that this will 
be the stepping-stone to having 
blue-pencilling of features also 
nixed in Ohio and then throughout 
the country. 

Manning (Tim) Clagett, of the 
MPAA, and Robert Wile, of the 
ITOO, are due here Thursday in 
| preparation for the hearing. Clag- 
ett will come from New York to 
ITOO sq in Columbus and motor 
here with Wile. 

















‘Miracle’ 











High Ct. Verdict Doesn’t | 
| 


} ations as the value of old pix for 


| ford to pay 


| before 


| continuing 
| periods between runs of a partic-| 


| and 





i——— Continued from page 4 


a willingness to cooperate and it 
was felt unlikely that police would 
| take action against the Tribune. 

| Chi has local censorship by the 
police department, which previ- 
| ously had twice refused “The Mira- 
‘cle’ its okay on the basis of Il- 
| linois’ anti-defamation statute. Po- 
llice said the pic ridiculed people 
i who believed in Catholicism. Nix 
was handed down despite the U. S 
' Supreme Court decision on The 
Miracle,” which upheld filins’ right 








to Constitution protections of free- 
dom of speech and press 

Meverding told VARIETY that | 
Mayor Martin Kennelly retused 
to discuss the subject with him, | 
saving he would “go along” with | 
the censor’s decision. 


Selene 








of any real burdens or injunctions 


tion, he added. | 

As for the intimation that the | 
defendants themselves spirited the | 
Department into taking action, it’s | 
said that this is absurd for the 


|reason that the gains from pix to | 


TV would be far less 
losses in theatre income. 
When TV Can Afford To Pay 
Apart from such other consider- 


than the | 


reissue and remakes, still another 
angle is that the film companies 
will sell to TV when TV can af- 
Barney Balaban, Para 
prez, recently stated this 
the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission. And telecasters 
themselves admit they don't have | 
coin anywhere near the amounts 
which standard exhibition yields. 
Thus, it’s asked, why would the | 
companies, who doubtless would 
want to sell to TV when there's a 
sufficient payoff, ask to be com- 
pelled to sell at this time when an 
insufficient amount. of revenu 
would be involved? 
Meanwhile, exhib 


mount 


associations 


| which have squawked to the D. of 
jd. about 


the suit, have received 
replies from Newell A. Clapp, act- 


ing Assistant Attorney Genera!. 
(The protests were filed with 
| Attorney General James P. Mc 


Granery). 

Said Clapp: “We are cognizant | 
of the problems confronting ex- 
hibitors as a result of the develop- 
ment of television. If the defend- | 
ants are found to have violated | 
the Sherman Act, we shall give | 
solicitous attention to those prob- 
lems in considering what action | 
is to be taken to prevent and re- 
strain a continuation of defend- 
ants’ activities. | 

“Please be assured that the ob- 
jective of tris suit is not to de- 
prive theatres of an opportunity 
to exhibit motion pictures at a 
profit, nor do we think that the 
relief we ask for in the suit is! 


| reasonably subject to such an in- | 


terpretation. We particularly ca!l 
your attention to the language in| 
the prayer of the complaint 

recognizing the desirability of 
‘reasonable clearance 


ular motion picture in a theatre 
exhibitions (including  tele-| 
casts) of the same motion picture 


on 16m film’, 
Harry Brandt's Reply 
Having received this answer, | 
Harry Brandt, president of the In- 
dependent Theatre Owners Assr.., 
N. Y. continued the correspondence | 
with Clapp via another letter as-| 
serting that the D. of J. is not 
cognizant of the problems facing | 
exhibs. Compulsion to license | 
films to the TV-ers, said Brandt, | 
“will in effect be a more tragic 
error than the  court-sponsored 
system of competitive bidding 





Govt. 16m Suit 
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| cluding United 


| apparently 


| shows 


| just as 








continues to work severe hard- 


| ‘ . a sae a“. . PS a 
Recent Supreme Court decision |Om yet far less costly than litiga-| ships on the innocent bystanders 


and alleged beneficiaries of the 
suit—the independent exhibitors,” 
Brandt was referring to the D. of 
J. monopoly suit against the eight 
principal film outfits. 

Brandt added: “It appears to us 
that this is not a suit to protect 
16m exhibition for shut-ins, hos- 
pitals, churches, the armed forces 
and other groups. Although they 
are being serviced, their inclu- 
sion makes good ‘window dressing.’ 
The real beneficiaries of this suit 
are the fly-by-nicht itinerant film 
merchants and the television in- 
terests. We are firmly convinced 
that this. suit would have been 
brought for the release of 35m 
prints to TV even if these compa- 
nies (the defendants) didn’t have 
16m departments. At least, it 
would have been a more honest 
approach.” 


| Todd's ‘Venice’ | 











Continued from page 4 





the subject of transmitting a legit 
show directly from its point of ori- 
gin into big-screen video theatres, 
it’s been revealed that Todd hud- 


| dled with Nathan L. Halpern, The- 


atre Network TV prexy, sometime 
ago on the project but Halpern 
turned it down on the assumption 
that it would not make for good 
theatre TV. Si H. Fabian, prexy 
of the circuit bearing his name, 
and a group of other exhibs. in- 
Paramount Thea- 
execs, iunketed to Jones 
Beach several weeks ago to watch 
the Todd production in person and 
thonght enough of it 
for theatre TV to map out the test. 

Those opposed to the idea be- 
lieve that the existing video cam- 
eras are not capable yet of doing 


tres 


| justice to a show presented on a 


large stage, since the cameras do 
not have lenses wide enough to en- 
compass all the onstage action. It’s 
their belief that entertainment 
for theatre TV should be 
staged specifically for the medium, 
programs are staged for 
regular broadcast video. In line 
with that, the DuMont production 
crew has already ascertained that 
it will be forced to set up separate 
lighting at Jones Beach to deliver 
a good picture for Thursday night. 

Which theatres would carry the 
show, if the test proves successful, 
remains to be seen, of course. If 
Todd bans the N. Y. houses, Fabian 
also has theatres with big-screen 
equipment in Albany and Rich- 
mond. UPT has equipped houses 
in both Detroit and Chicago and, 
of course. those houses in Balti- 
more, Philadelphia and Washing- 
ton, as well as other parts of the 
country which have carried the 


cases in| Which was later discredited by the | fights produced by TNT, would also 
| Supreme Court but nevertheless 


be available. 





—— 











GREAT MOTION PICTURES ARE PROCESSED BY PATHE 


Pioneer TV Film 


Producer 


FRANK WISBAR says: 


“Our TV film 


specifications are 


the most exacting in the field. Pathé 
Labs always give us what we want.’’ 







service to J 


“FIRESIDE 
processed by Pathé. Can we be of 
our TV department! 


Frank Wisbar’s famous pioneering 
“, . . ‘. ‘ x 
TV venture is Procter & Gamble’s 


THEATRE” which 1s 
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Clips From Film Row 


+++ 


NEW YORK 


Jacques Kopfstein, veepee of 
*Astor Pictures and Atlantic Tele- 
vision, train d to Chicago over the 
weekend to attend the National 
Audio-Visual Assn. convention. 

William W. Howard, RKO The- 
atres v.p., put Jerry Shinbach, 
RKO midwest division manager, In 
charge of RKO Theatres in Ohio. 
Joseph Alexander remains as city 
manager in Cincinnati. At the 
same time, RKO Theatres in 
Omaha, Kansas City and Denver 
have been added to the Harry 
Weiss Minneapolis-Iowa division, 


CHICAGO 


Oakley, Bartelstein house, filed 





suit against the majors and Bale- | 
ban & Katz, claiming it is forced | 
to bid against the B&K Biltmore | 
Equity | 


for second outlying run. 
suit asks for day-and-date play- 
ing without bidding. 

Paramount's request for fair and 
equitable rentals from the Towne 
Theatre, Milwaukee, was settled 
out of court last week with ihe 
house getting “Jumping Jacks” 
starting Aug. 1. Reported that the 
settlement is first out-of-court ac- 


tion house has made since win-| 


ning anti-trust suit in 1950. 
“Merry Widow” was snagged by 
the Palace starting Aug. 28. 
Irving Mack reelected president 
of the Filmack Trailer Corp. : 
Alliance Theatres is opening its 
fourth drive-in at Pascoe, Wash. 


DALLAS 


The Commerce Drive-In, being 
built here by A. W. Lilly, is ex- 
pected to be completed soon. 
will have capacity for 300 autos. 

Stacy Keach, producer of the 
“Tales of the Texas Rangers,” is 
visiting Austin to get new material 
for future shows. With him are the 
show’s writer, Chuck Israel, and 
Capt. Manuel Gonsullas, technical 
consultant for show. Keach a for- 
mer RKO talent scout, got the idea 
for the series while on a talent trip 
to Dallas. 

Lew Bray, district manager for 
the Interstate Theatre circuit, with 
headquarters in Harlingen, Texas, 
has resigned, effective Aug. 14. On 
that date Bray will take over oper- 
ation of five houses in the Rio 
Grande valley which he has pur- 
chased. Theatres include the 
Queen, McAllen; Strand, Harlin- 
gen; the Ritz and Gem, Weslaco, 
and the State, Mercedes. 


ST. LOUIS 


Frank X. Reller, Wentzville, Mo.. 
exhib is wearing a “I Like Francis” 
lapel button as a takeoff on politi- 
cal buttons and also to hypo “Fran- 
cis Goes To West Point’ now at 
his house. 

Annual powwow of Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Owners Assn. of St. 
Louis. eastern Missouri and south- 
ern Illinois in St. Louis will be 


held Oct. 6-7 instead of Sept. 29- | 


30 as previously announced. 


Edward B. Arthur, general man- 
ager of Fanchon & Marco here, is 
chairman of a committee raising 


funds for a Pat Byrne Memorial. 


Byrne, Illinois salesman for RKO, 
was killed in an auto accident near | 


Pinckneyville, Ill., July 14. 


Marvin Beck shuttered his King 
Bee, a St. Louis indie nabe, for the | 


summer, 


J. E. DeSilva, formerly a man- | at 
ager for the Fox Midwest Circuit, 
appointed city manager for Schine | Mexico area. 


Theatre Circuit in Albany, N.Y. 


KANSAS CITY 


Terrace Drive-in opened in Lees resigned to become a film sales- 
The 300-|man for RKO, succeeding George 


Summitt, Mo., July 31. 

ozoner is operated by Jam 
ne. 
Commonwealth 


-— North Platte, Neb., Aug 
ozoner from Walter Smith. 


bia, Mo.; replaced there by Dary 
Bradley. 
Commonwealth’s 
at Joplin, Mo., opens Aug. 7. 
a 500-car ozoner. 
is city manager in charge. 


Fox Midwest circuit has moved 
Pete Pekarek from the Brookside | rental of $500 or an annual rental 
to be city manager at Centralia, | of 17% on gross income up to $50,- 
1 ; Succeeded at the house here | 000 and 18% on everything over 
by Krueger Dillender, formerly of | that. 


the Rockhil. 


the Rockhil. 


United Film Service 


Council for special work it has time, resuming salesman’s job 
been carrying on in producing a! when 
series of screen playlets. UFS was branch managership. 


one of three K.C 





It} 


_. | motel. 
1 <Amus. Corcp.| Robert Hill, Columbia branch 
took over operation of the Pawnee 


Circuit recently purchased the 
Dar- 
rell Maness is in charge, moving 
to western Nebraska from Colum- | 


Crest Drive-in 
It is} 
Doyle Mourey | Greater Pittsburgh Airport award- 


; Lyle Brown comes in | the house. 
from Springfield, Mo., to handle | 


organizations to 


} recently announced by the safety 
‘council. It is the only organization 
in the film industry to be so hon- 
ored. 

Jackson County Board of Equali- 
zation last week cut tax valuations 
on two downtown houses of the 
Fox Midwest circuit, but rejected 
applications for tax adjustments | 
on the circuit’s other houses in op- | 
eration. Orpheum, downtown de- | 
luxer now closed, was previously | 
valued at $275,000 and changed to | 
$200,000. Esquire had been pegged 
at $60,350 and is now down to| 
$50,350. 

Controversy over the right to} 
| build a drive-in on the eastern edge 
|of the city limits was won by the 
| Winoko Corp. last Friday (1) when 
_a majority of city councilmen in- 
formally approved a long-debated 
proposal. Winoko will build and 

operate the ozoner on a site located 
on an intercity route to Independ- 
ence, Moa. 





| BOSTON 


| Karl Fasick, Loew’s Theatres | 
tubthumper, elected prez of Mary- 
land U’s Alumni Assn. of New Eng- 
land. 

Tony Harris, up from N.Y. to 
give Universal’s exploiteer, John | 
McGrail, an assist in setting up| 
campaigns for “Francis Goes to 
West Point,” “Has Anybody Seen 
My Gal?” and “World in his Arms.” 
| Phil Bloomberg has closed the 
Plaza in Salem for the summer. 
| Tom Duane, formerly Lopert rep 
| here, joined the local UP exchange. 

Ted Fleisher and Robert Stern- 
| berg, co-chairman of Variety Club's 
|Golf Tournament, have completed 
arrangements for affair at Pine- 
brook entry Club Aug. 5. 

Local No, 182 IATSE prez Joe 
| Nuzzolo, Sr., business agent Wal- 
ter Diehl and delegates Bernard J. 
Lynch and Joseph Caplan drove 
to Minneapolis to attend national 
convention of that organization. 
James O’Loughlin, for past three 
| years manager of Warners’ Port 
| Theatre, Newburyport, resigned to 
| become Juvenile Probation officer 
|for Essex County. Bob Howell, of 
circuit’s Regal, Hartford, succeeded 
| him as manager of Port. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


| Bennie Berger’s determination 
| to continue to operate a local Loop 
firstrun is signified by his pur- 
chase of the shuttered Astor build- 
ing and announcement that he will 
remodel house and move over the 
policy of his adjacent Gopher to 
it if unable to renew a sSatisfac- 
tory lease on the latter. 

Charlie Bell, Columbia exploi- 
teer, here to do tub thumping for 
“Affair in Trinidad,” set for Minne- 
apolis and St. Paul Orpheums day- 


g. 
Pp 


| 
| 


ate. 
| Installation of a dual policy in 
one of its Twin Cities neighbor- 
hood houses for the first time does 
not mean that Minnesota Amus. 
Co. is going to twin bills general- 
ly, according to Harry B. French, 
the circuit’s president, who says 
he still favors single features. 

Deal for current “High Noon” 
(UA) as State here called for min- 
imum two-week run. 

New $75,000 drive-in being 
opened at Pierre, S. D., this week 
by Peterson circuit. 


DENVER 


Carl Lind, Paramount salesman 
Salt Lake City, moved to Denver 
for a few weeks, covering New 
Par is still short a 
| Salesman, having named no suc- 
| cessor to Steve Ward, who resigned 
| recently. 

Stan Strauss, 








Rialto manager, 


:|(Scotty) Allan, who bought a 


manager, out for a few weeks after 
-|an operation. 
Clarence Olson resigned as 
|branch manager at Paramount: 
| Jim Ricketts, head booker, goes in 
as temporary manager. 


PITTSBURGH 


Lease on 300-seat theatre at new 


] 





j}ed to Francis L. Milton, local ac- 
countant. Deal calls for monthly 


There were 16 bidders for 


after flying to Greece for visit 
with his aged parents in Thessa- 
lonika. 

Guyan Drive-In Co., a Branch- 
land, . Va., ozoner, granted a 
charter by secretary of state. In- 
corporators are Ercel Midkiff, Au- 
dra Opal Midkiff and Thomas E. 
Brown. . 

Alfred Rich, manager of Dat- 
tola Theatre in New Kensington 
for several years, resigned to join 
the Aluminum Co. of America, 
there. 

Hazelwood Theatre closed, and 





manager Dave Hadburg has 
switched to the nearby Grand, 
which just reopened. Both houses | 
are owned by Mike Shapiro. 

UA sent Joe Erlich in from N. Y. | 
to exploit “High Noon” and “Is-| 
land of Desire.” 


‘Desire’ Rousing $10,000, 
Indpls; ‘Jacks’ 136, 2d’ 


Indianapolis, Aug. 5. 
“Jumping Jacks,” in second week 
at Indiana, still is tops of local 
first-runs, with another fat gross 
in view. Whole first-run setup Is 
perking up some. “Lure of Wilder- 
ness” at Circle looms okay while 
“Istand of Desire’ at Loew’s is 
rated fairly nice. 

Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 50- 
76)—‘“Lure of Wilderness” (20th) 
and “Train of Events” (Indie). Oke 
$9,000. Last week, “Dfplomatic 
Courier” (20th) and “To Shores of 
Tripoli” (20th) (reissue), $8,000. 
Indiana (C-D) (3,200; 50-76)— 
“Jumping Jacks” (Par) (2d wk). 
Solid $13,000 on top of great $22,- 
500 opener in year’s biggest week 
here. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,427; 50-76)— 
“Island of Desire’ (UA) and “Cap- 
tive City” (UA). Nice $10,000. 
Last week, “Walk East On Beacon” 


a 





(Col) and “The Brigand” (Col), 
$8,500. 

Lyric (C-D) (1,600; 50-76)— 
“Tulsa” (UA) and “Red River” 


(UA) (reissues). Good $5,500. Last 
week, “Scarlet Angel” (U) and 
“Border Saddlemates” (Rep), 
$5,000. 





DENVER 


(Continued from page 8) 
“One Big Affair’ (UA), big $19, 
00. 


Esquire (Fox) 
“Will Rogers” 


(742; 50-85) 
(WB) and “Confi- 
dence Girl” (UA). Nice $3,000. 
Last week, “Francis To West 
Point” (U) and “Big Affair’ (UA), 
big $4,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 50-85)— 
—"King Kong” (RKO) and “Leop- 
ard Man” (RKO) (reissues). Big 
$15,000. Last week, “Robin Hood” 
(RKO) (2d wk), $7,500. 


85)—“Wait ‘Till Sun Shines Nel- 
lie” (20th) and “Captive City” 
(UA). Fine $13,000. Last week, 
“Working Way Through College” 
(WB), good $11,500. 

Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 50-85) — 
“Models, Inc.” (Indie) and 
Monk Baroni” (Realart), day-date 
with Tabor. Thin $5,000. Last week, 
“Fighter” (UA) and “Red Planet 
Mars” (UA), fine $9,000. 

Vogue (Pike) (600; 60-85) — 
“Laughter in Paradise” (Indie). 
Fair, $2,000. Last week, “Penny- 
whistle Blues” (Indie), same. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 50-85)— 
“Models, Inc.” (Indie) and “Kid 
Monk Baroni” (Realart). Lean 
$2,500. Last week, “Fighter” (UA) 
and “Red Planet Mars” (UA). Fine 
$4,500. 


GOLDENSON IMPRESSED 
BY BRITISH, ITALO PROD. 


British and Italian film-makers 
are lensing new product with an 
eye toward the mass American 
market, according to United Para- 
mount Theatres prexy Leonard 
Goldenson, who returned to New 


York Monday (4) after a month’s 
vacation abroad. “They've made 
real progress,” he said, and opined 
that it’s quite possible that the 
UPT circuit might book such pix. 

In visiting London, Rome and 
Paris, Goldenson said that business 
of film theatres appeared to be 
much the same as in the U. S. 
Although there’s no. television 
there to speak of, he added, at- 
tendance hadn’t been too brisk un- 








George Tice resigned his sales | 
post with Columbia, effective next | 
ed received week. Tice, a Film Row vet here, 
recognition from National Safety headed local exchange for a short 


Jack Judd was upped to| View in describing overseas busi- 


me o' to| Thomas Zaimes, owner of Penn | England, 
eceive an award in the honors list in West Tarentum, back on job,Germany, among other countries. |G 


til a recent pickup at the b.o. 

Back from a periodic survey of 
| the continental market, Paramount 
| International prez George Weltner 
| reflected the distributor’s point of 


|mess as “very good.” He toured 


Paramount (Wolfberg) (2,200; 50- | 


“Kid | $ 


Picture Grosses 





PITTSBURGH 


(Continued from page 8) 
better. Last week, great $13,500, 
biggest at house since “Born Yes- 
terday” (Col), a year ago last 
March, 

Penn (Loew’s) (3,300; 50-85)— 
“Lovely Look At” (M-G) (2d wk). 


Holding at $11,000, and moves ito| 


smaller Ritz. Last week, trim, | 
$14,500. 
Squirrel Hill (WB) (800; 50-85)— 


“Run for Your Money” (U). Old 
Alec Guinnes’ pic not doing so 
well. Not more than $2,000, just 
about what “Narrow Margin” 


(RKO) did in its third week. 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 50-85)— 
“Will Rogers” (WB). Should be 


doing better, since the notices were 
fine, but only mild $10,500 looms. 
Last week, “Jumping Jacks” (Par) 
(2a wk), fast $10,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 50-85)— 
“Robin Hood” (RKO-Disney) (2d 
wk). Still has plenty of stuff left 
and heading for $6,500. Should 
stick again. Last week, great 
$9,500. 


‘Lovely’ Lusty $26,000, 
Mont’l; ‘Lydia’ Fair 126 


Montreal, Aug. 5. 





is pacing all newcomers this week 
without too much competition. 
“Lydia Bailey” looks okay at the 
Palace but general trend is slow 
with all deluxers in summer dol- 
drums. 


Estimates for This Week 

Palace (C.T.) (2,626; 3460) — 
“Lydia Bailey” (20th). Fair $12, 
000. Last week, “Girl In White” 
(M-G), $14,000. 
Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60) — 
“Kangaroo” (20th). Oke $11,500. 
Last week, ‘“Deadline-U.S.A.” 
(20th) (2d wk), $11,000. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60) — 
“Outcasts Poker Flat” (20th). Light 
$8,000. Last week, “Scarlet Angel” 
(U), $11,000. 

Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65) — 
“Lovely Look At” (M-G). Sock 
$26,000. Last week, “Scaramouche” 
(M-G) (2d wk), solid $17,000, 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 34-60) — 
“Brave Warrior’ (Col) and “Red 
Snow” (Col). Good $8,000. Last 
week, “Denver Rio Grande” (Par) 
and “Corporal Dolan AWOL” 
(Mono), $6,000. 

Orpheum (C.T.) (1,048; 34-60) — 
“Without Warning’ (UA) and 
“Tale of Five Women” (UA). Oke 
$7,000. Last week, “New Mexico” 
(UA) and “Taming of Dorothy” 
(UA), same, 


SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 9) 
“Robin Hood” (RKO) (2d wk), oke 
6,700. 





Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 65-90) 
— “Woman of North Country” 
(Rep) and “I Dream of Jeanie” 


(Rep). NSG $5,000. Last week, 
“Duel at Silver City’ (U) and 
“Pirate Submarine” (Lip), nice 


$6,900. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,599; 65- 
90) — ‘Will Rogers” (WB). Barely 
okay $8,500, and below hopes. Last 
week, “Francis To West Point” 
(WB), (2d wk), good $6,700. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,282; 65- 
90)—"Scaramouche” (M-G). Great 
$12,000 or near. Last week, “Work- 
ing Way College” (WB) (2d wk), 
$5,300. 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 45-70) 
—"King Kong” (RKO) and “Leop- 
ard Man” (RKO) (reissues). Swell 
$7,000, playing day-date with 
Roosevelt. Last week, “When in 
Rome” (M-G) plus stage show, mild 
$6,000 at $1 top. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039: 
65-90) — “High Noon” (UA) and 
“Without Warning” (UA). Big 
$15,000 or near. Last week, “Diplo- 
matic Courier” (20th) and “May- 
—_ in Mayfair” (FF) (2d wk), 


| Italo Prods. 


a= Continued from page 3 goo! 


to follow this format but these 
shape up as having basic appeal for 
strictly Italian-speaking audiences. 











Davis Associates, acquired U. S. 
distribution rights to 12 new 
French and Italian pictures. List 
is topped by “Buon Giorno, Ele- 
fante!” (Hello, Elephant!), which 
stars Vittorio De Sica with Sabu 





France, Belgium and 


and Maria Mercader. 


ianni Franciolini. 


“Lovely to Look At” at Loew’s; 


| 
| 


Davis, who is prez of Arthur’ 


‘Noon’ High $12,000 In 
Mpls.; ‘Robin’ Fat 146, 
‘Lovely’ Okay 66 in 24 


Minneapolis, Aug 


A 5. 
Such staunch entries as « 


> 

) l 
Hood” and “High Noon” are pur 
ting life into the wilting loop biz 
Their grosses, stacking up pig 
bring a_ measure of cheer to local 
scene. The only other more or less 
important newcomers, “Just Across 
Street” and “Actors and Sin” 
aren't cutting too wide a swath 
The pair of holdovers, “Lovely tg 
Look At” and “Encore,” are doing 


nicely in their second weeks. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Par) (1,600; 50-76) “A¢. 
tors and Sin” (UA). Slow $3,009 
Last week, “Diplomatic Courier" 
(20th) (2d wk), nice $4,000. 


Gopher (Berger) (1,000: 50-78) 
“Just Across Street” (U). Okay 
$4,000 or close. Last week, “Cairo 


Road” (Indie), $3,400. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-76) “Glory 
Alley” (M-G) and “Leave To Mar. 
ines” (Lip). Leslie Caron name not 
enough for first feature. Lean 
$3,000) Last week, “Red River" 
(UA) and “Tulsa” (UA), (reissues) 
$4,500. ‘ 

Radio City (Par) (4,000: 50-76) 
“Lovely Look At” (M-G) (2d wk), 
oa $6,000. Last week, good $11. 


RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.800: 40. 
76) “Robin Hood” (RKO-Disney). 
Raves for this Disney pic. Boosted 
kiddies’ admission pushing up tak. 
ings. Archéry' contest onstage 
opening night brought some in, 
Big $14,000 looms. Last week, 
“Captain Pirate” (Col) and “Mon. 
tana Territory” (Col), $5,000 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600: 40-76) 
“Stolen Face” sLip) and “Sleeping 
City” (U) (2d run). “City” substi- 
tuted for “French Peep Show" 
when police closed down on latter 
after three days. “Peep Show,” a 
filmed burlesque performance dar- 
ingly advertised, got house off to 
fast start, but latter 4 days are 
nil. Sluggish $3,500. Last week, 
“Francis Goes to West Point” (U) 
(2d wk), nice $4,000. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-76) “High 
Noon” (UA). Acclaim on all sides 
stimulating gate. Socko $12,000 or 
near. Last week, “Woman of North 
Country” (Rep), $7,800. 

World (Mann) (400; 85-$1.20) 
“Encore” (Par) (2d wk). Okay $2, 
500, Last week, $3.800. 


‘Noon’ Leads Port., Hotsy 
$15,000; ‘Kong’ Sock 106 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 5 

“High Noon” is heading for 
smashing total at the Liberty this 
week despite lack of air-condition- 
ing in the house. Paramount is do- 
ing some hot bally for “King Kong” 
and it is paying off with a sock 
total. “Will Rogers Story” is only 
okay in two houses. All other first- 
runs have holdovers. Biz genel- 
ally is perking this round. 

Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,890; 65-90) 

“Pat and Mike” (M-G) and 
“Glory Alley” (M-G) (3d wk). Fine 
$6,500. Last week, $9,000. 

Guild (Parker) (400; 65-90) — 
“Actors and Sin’ (UA) and “Ob- 
sessed” (UA). Snappy $2,500. Last 
week, on reissues. ’ 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1.850; 65-90) 
—“High Noon” (UA) and “Lady 
Says No” (UA). Torrid $15,000 oF 
better. Last week, “Red Eaves, 
(UA) and “Tulsa” (UA) (reissues) 
$7,500. 

Mayfair 
“We're Not Married” 3 
“Rodeo” (Mono) (m.o.). Good $; 
600. Last week, “The Fighter 
(UA) and “Red Planet Mars” ‘UA’, 
$4,600. 

Oriental (Evergreen) (2.000; S 
90) — “Will Rogers” (WB) ane 
“Rose of Cimarron” (20th), rn 
date with Orpheum. Okay $3: 4° 
Last week, “We're Not Married 
(20th) and “Rodeo” (Mono), $2.8" 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1.750; © ‘| 
90) — “Will Rogers” (WB) Oe 
“Rose of Cimarron” (20th) 





(Parker) (1,500; 65-90/— 
(20th) and 





| Sica production, it was directed by (2d wk). Nice $7,000. Les' 
| sock $10,000. 





$7,500. Last week, “Cripple Creer 
(Col) and “Capt. Pirate” (Col’, * 
200. a 
Paramount (Evergreen) (3,404 
65-90)—"‘King Kong” (RKO) = 
“The Leopard Man” ‘RKO’ re 
sues). Socko $10,000 or close A 
week, “We're Not Married’ ‘- 
and “Rodeo” (Mono), $6,600 ~. 
United Artists (Parker) 894 ; 
A Rizzoli-De | 90)—“Lovely To Look At : a 





ut 


Diz, 
1g 
cal 


“Oss 


ath, 
ta 


ing 


Ace 
000. 
ier” 


-76) 
kay 
airo 


lory 


not 
ean 
ver” 
1es), 


}-76) 
wk), 
B11. 


- 40. 
ley). 
sted 
tak- 
tage 

in, 
eek, 
\[on- 


0-76) 
ping 
‘bsti- 
iow" 
atter 
Vv, a 
dar- 
ff to 
are 
veek, 
(Uj) 
High 
sides 


00 or 
North 


51.20) 
y $2. 


sy 
5 
| for 
y this 
jition- 
is do- 
<ong” 
sock 
; only 
firsts 
yener- 


K 

65-90) 
) and 
. Fine 


90) _ 
“Ob- 
. Last 


65-90) 
“Lady 
000 or 
River 

ssuesh 


5-90)— 
1) and 
rd $3 
ghter” 

(UA), 


10; 65- 
) and 
), days 
$3. 500, 
arried” 
$2,800. 
50; 65 
3) an 

Oke 
Creek 
y}), $b.- 


3 400; 
>) and 
) (rels 
e Last 

20th) 
0 
290 65 
\M-G) 
week. 


W ednesday, August 6, 1952 


TV-FILMS 21 





BRITIS 





Consolidated, Jerry Fairbanks Join 


To Form Major Telepix Distrib Unit 


-olidated TV Sajes, indie vid- 
syndication outfit, 
Jerry Fairbanks, Ine., 


C on 
film 
with 


ifilm 
. the largest sales-distribution 
0 athe 


firms in the business. Under the 
deal, ¢ onsolidated takes over distri- 
bution of all Fairbanks films, and 
so continue with those indie 


will al 
which it has handled | 


packages 
heretofore. 

Reorg sanization gives 
ed iu 
cities, including NH. Ss 
Phijadelphia, Cincinnati, 
Atlanta and Los Angeles. 


Consolidat- 


Chicago, 
Dallas, 
Among 


the packages which | Consolidated 
will now handle are “All-American | 
Football Game of the Week,” pro- 
duced by Sportsvision, and the 


Fairbanks catalog, including ‘‘Front 
Page Detective,” “Hollywood The- 
atre.” “Ringside with the Rasslers,’ 
“Publi Pr osecutor,’ “Crusader 
Rabbit” and “Speaking of Ani- 
ials 

. Consolidated is associated with 
the L. A. Times. Fairbanks is an 


indie organization, which formerly | 


distributed through NBC-TV. 


Kellogg Spread 
For ‘Superman’ 





Kellogg’s cereal is putting the | 


“Superman” vidpix series on 16 
markets on a spot basis, starting 
in the Sept. 15-Oct. 15 period. 
It's understood that a new prod- 
uct will be plugged and that more 
markets will be added as distribu- 
tion expands. This is the second 
tele feature Kellogg has on a sta- 
tion-by-station basis. First is “Wild 
Bill Hickok,” which started on a 
few markets and worked its way 
up to its present list of 49 markets. 
Kellogg had backed the radio 
edition of “Superman” for some 
years. The agency is Leo Burnett. 


liv Package Gets Ist 
Web (CBS) Spread Via 
Jergens Drama Series 


Jergen’s Lotion, which has been 
absent from radio since it bowed 
off the Walter Winchell show via 
ABC several seasons back, is re- 
turning with a new half-hour dra- 
matic series on CBS Radio this 
fall. Sponsor has bought the 
Thursday night at 9 slot on CBS, 
for a weekly show titled “Jérgens 
Hollywood Theatre.” 

Show is packaged by the Fred- 
eric W. Ziv Co. While it will be 
taped in advance, similar to other 
Ziv radio properties, it will play 
on a regular network basis. It’s be- 
lieved to be the first Ziv package 
'o get a network, rather than a 
Spot, deal in that way. 


JACK DREES TO HEAD 








SPORTSVISION IN CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 


Jack Drees is checking out as 


radio- TV director of Arlington and | 


Washington race tracks at the end 


: the current season to head up| 
midwest office of Sportsvision, | 
Ne.. sports TV filmery. Drees also | 


is steppit 1g up his freelance radio- | 
Sportscasting, bowing-this week | 


TV 
With a nightly show on WENR-TV. 


Di sy three half- hour gridiron 
will hs t tor this fall, Sportsvision 
af Ses out some 500,000 feet 
ing. Peet Spot and/or net book- | 
vs het has signed with NBC-TV 
rt Z uce a 13-week package fea- 
S solfer Ben Hogan. Going 
re alone Season for Phillips Pe- | 
filme st & Series of 13 half-hour 
football ound Big 10 and Big 7 
ted a Reels will be spot- 
tions Alc, , est and southwest sta- 
Tee — on the docket is a ‘“Na- 
Which ue Of the Week” package 
dated Tt been sold to Consoli- 
‘ ile 
Ire, . } 
tl : ; ‘1 do the narration on 


Ss: films, 


has joined { 
pioneer | 
organization, to create one} 


lly-staffed offices in seven key | 


+ 





Filmakers Eyes Telepix 


Hollywood, 
producing telepix in 
being mulled by Ida 
Collier Young, 
the indie 


Aug. 5 

Idea of 
Europe is 
Lupino and 
owners of 
Filmakers. Outfit has two 
| films to make under 
pact with RKO. 

After 
moving overseas to take advantage 
of lower production costs. Tele- 
| films can be made over there on a 
budget of about $15,000. 


more 


| 


Miller Hi-Life 
MOT Bankrolling 





WJZ-TV, N. Y 
has bought the 
Time” tele series, 
tober and probably going into the 
|9:30-10 p. m. slot. Miller Hi-Life 
is bankrolling the show in 45 mar- 
kets, but N. Y. isn’t on the Miller 
list. 
was available for the Gotham area. 


new “March of 
starting in 





| It’s expected that 
and-o outlets in San Francisco and 
Detroit will be given the nod by 
Miller. ABC-TV or its o-and-o sta- 
tions have beamed three previous 
MOT-produced series: ‘Crusade In 
Europe,” which was screened on 
the web and then. syndicated; 
“March of Time Through the 
Years,” and “Crusade in the Pa- 
cific,” which was bought by the 
chain for its five o-and-q stations. 

Shooting schedule for the latest 
“MOT,” which is a televersion of 
the séries that played in theatres 
and of the quondam radio series, 
will be four weeks ahead of the 
playdate. Sked was adopted to 
keep the pix up to date. Fred 
Feldkamp is supervising the pro- 
duction, with Westbrook Van Voor- 
his narrating. 


JOAN BLONDELL SETS 
OWN VIDPIX VENTURE 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 
Joan Blondell will 
move into the vidpix field when 
she winds up her current summer 
theatre assignments. Actress is 
setting up her own firm to lens a 
| pilot film in Mexico of a projected 
series of half-hour tele reels. 
She'll hop south of the border to 
Mexico City in about a month when 
| she completes her headlining stint 
|in “Call Me Madam” at the Texas 
State Fair in Dallas. She opens 
there Aug. 11 for a three-week run. 
Miss Blondell finaled a week 
Saturday (2) in “Come Back Little 
Sheba” at Salt Creek Theatre at 
| nearby Hinsdale which set a new 
house record. 


Pincus Sees N.Y. Prods 
Shifting to Hollywood 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Extensive facilities in Hollywood, 
|plus an available talent pool, plus 
an increasing use of filmed oe nay 
sion shows, will eventually cause 
a large percentage of N. Y. pro- 
ducers to move to California. That 
is the prediction of Norman Pincus, 
TV packager, currently in Holly- 
wood to study the possibilities of 
converting “Ellery Queen from 
live action in the east to film in the 











west. 

In addition to “Queen.” the 
Pincus brothers. Norman and Irv- 
ing, have an option on the “Au- 
thors League Theatre,” a one-hout 


dramatic package with name tal- 


jent, 


CO; | 


make her) Rating at 1:45 is back up to a 3.3, 


London, Aug. 5 
British film producers, who have} 
never been able to crack the 
| American theatric@ film market 


company, | 


| 


| that it 


For 45 Markets: 


| ket for 
, key of ABC-TV, | 





|} to make 
that there is a prospect of | 


'SEEK TO SRACK 


NK MARKET 


with much success, are going to try 
it again—but this time via vidpix. 
BBC-TV has announced plans for 
a three-year program of 


American video stations and hopes 
its product qualitative 
compete on favorable 
American vidfilm pro- 


enough to 
terms with 
ducers. 
British regard the plan with con- 
siderable favor, hoping that it will 
do as much to revive the flagging | 


theatrical film industry and pro-| 
vide work for unemployed actors. 
producers, directors, etc., as TV 


film production in Hollywood has 


vidfilm | 
ore | production grooved specifically for 
its releasing | 


done for American thesps agd pro- | 


duction personnel And, because 
of the lower labor costs and avail- 
ability of studio space, BBC thinks 
will be able to turn out 
product on far lower budgets than 
the vidpix produced in the U. S. 
Thus, it hopes to find a ready mar- 
its films in America 


Project has been put under the 


| supervision of H. Carleton Greene, 


Oc- | 


As a result the vidpic series | 


ABC-TV’s 0-| 





brother of novelist Graham 
Greene. He has set plans for the 
initial films to comprise four half- 
hour packages on the upcoming 
coronation of Queen Elizabeth. 
William Morris offfce will handle 


American syndication of the films. 





WNBT’s Grind Policy 
On Pix Permits You 


To Come In at Middle 


New “grind policy” instituted for | 
its Saturday afternoon film  pro- 
grams by WNBT, the NBC video 
web's N. Y. flagship, is coming up 
with the same type of audience 
turnover that might be seen in a 
regular film theatre operating on 
the same policy. According to quar- 
ter-hour ratings taken on the show 
by Pulse, the audience fluctuates 
from one period to another, indi- 
cating that a number of viewers 
come in on the middle of a feature, 
sit through till they reach the point 
where they came in, then turn off 
the set or switch to another chan- 


nel. 

At 12 noon, for example, when 
the “continuous preformance” 
show starts, it hits a 3.0 rating; 


another 3.0 at 12:15, a 3.3 at 12:30, 
a 3.0 at 12:45 and a 2.7 at 1 p. m. 


ithen it climbs to a 3.7 at 1:30, 3.3 


|ratings fluctuate thusly, 


{hours of 


at 1:46: 2.7 at 2 p. m., 
mat of the show 
ture and_ short 
ously until 4 p. m. 


etc. 


running continu- 
and, while the 
they still 
top all other N. Y. video shows for 
most of the afternoon 

WNBT is selling the show to par- 
ticipating bankrollers, with the 
sponsors getting repeat plugs dur- 
ing the course of the afternoon for 
a ‘single package price. Show is 





For- | 
has the same fea- | 


advantageous from a programming | 


viewpoint, according to 
execs, since the station can fill four 
time for the price of a 
single feature and short. Advertiser 
gets his payoff since, 
of a cumulative audience, those 
steady 3 ratings add up to almost a 
9 for the entire afterffoon. 


JOEL McCREA SIGNED 
FOR ‘4-STAR’ SERIES 





With the pacting this week of 
Joel McCrea, it’s three down and 
one to go on the signing of rotating 
stars to head up the “Four Star 
Plavhouse” vidpic series, being 
sponsored on CBS-TV in the fall by 
Singer Sewing Machine 

In addition to McCrea, Charles 
Bover and Dick Powell have also 
been signed the series The 
Don Sharpe dramati package will 
also have one femme Star, and 
negotiations currently on for 
either Rosalind Russell or Barbara | 
\Stanwyck to round out 


WNBT | 


on the basis | 


| and 





Producers on Coast; 256 Fund Set 





Un-typed 
Hollywood, 

Clayton Moore  portrayéd 
part of the “Lone Ranger” on 
television until replaced this 
past season. 

As the masked hero, he was 
always on the side of the law. 
But currently he's the heavy in 
two Gene Autry vidpix, for 
Flying A Productions. 


Aug. 5 





US. Judge Bars 
Nassers’ Selling 


4 Old Pix to TV 


Hollywood, Aug. 5 

U. S. Federal District Judge 
Harry C. Westover, in a memoran- 
dum of findings, reversed bank- 
ruptcy referee Benno M. Brink’s 
recent decision okaying Nasser 
Bros. release to television of four 
“distressed” pictures.. The Nassers 
had won TV rights plus right to 
avoid payment of the usual 5% 


formula, after 
proceedings. 
Westover 


lengthy bankruptcy 


ruled that 


“televising | 


| . 
i of the 
Producers, 


lat the 
ito begin 
jrally is to 


Hollywood, 
last-minute 
Alliance of 


Aug. 5 

proposals 
Television Film 
the Screen Writers 
exec board voted a strike 
Monday night (4) meeting, 
next Monday (11). Strike 
be held next Monday 


Rejecting 


Guild 


}to give writers instructions. 


against the 


Understood the Guild plans using 
a $25,000 strike fund originally 
piled up when threat of a strike 
majors occurred some 


itime ago. Authors League, N.Y., 
has reportedly already launched 


mechanics for supporting the walk- 
out 


It became evident that the strike 
was inevitable when the TV pro- 
| ducers broke off negotiations last 
| Wednesday night and turned down 
|SWG demands for residuals. The 
/parley broke down over the 
method of paying writers for re- 
use of material. SWG wants an 


advance mindémum payment against 


}a percentage of the gross, con- 
tending that its schedule. of 
charges insures a return of the 
negative cost to the producer be- 
fore any further coin is paid the 
writer. It is also contended by 
SWG that’ exclusive’ television 
rights only should be bargained 
|for, on a seven-year basis, with 
jall other rights remaining the 


: i ; + | property of the author. 
American Federation of Musicians | 


of motion pictures made originally | 


for theatrical exhibition” has not 
become a regular commercial prac- | 
tice as claimed and that the referee 
was in error in holding that por- 
tions of the United Artists’ distri- 
bution agreement relating to ex- 
ploitation of motion pix by means 
of television are severable and di- 
visible from remaining portions of 
agreement. 

George T. Goggin, attorney for 
Nassers, announced he is making 
plans for appeal to circuit court. 


Saphier Sues on ‘Corliss’ 

James L, Saphier Agency, Inc., 
filed a suit in Santa Monica Su- 
perior Court to enjoin commercial 
telecasting of “‘Kiss For Corliss,” 
one of four pix which Nasser Bros. 
recently won away from United 
Artists after a lengthy bankruptcy 
litigation. 

Suit, filed against Nassers’ 
Strand Productions, contends that 
Saphier Agency has_ exclusive 
rights, including television, to the 
character of Corliss Archer and 
any films based on the character, 


as a result of its deal with author | 


F. Hugh Herbert. 


Bankruptcy referee Benno 
Brink ruled a few months ago that | 
the Nassers could take 
and three other “distressed” 
tures, “Coverup,” “Don’t 
Your Husband” and “Without Hon- 
or,” away from VA for 
sale and also that they are not re- 
quired to pay the American Fed- 


pic- 


eration of Musicians five-percent here and getting cost sheets. 


formula. 


MUTUAL IN PACT FOR 








| 


.| 
| 


“Corliss” | weeks. 


Trust | Queen 


television | 





| 
| 


FIRST VIDPIX SERIES 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Tom O'Neil’s projected celluloid | 
network of indie video stations 
around the country swings into 
production on its first series of 
vidpix here this week. After eight 
months of negotiations, a deal 
was closed this week with the Jaf- 
fe agency for a new show, as yet 
untitled, which is to be written 
produced by Blake Edwards 
from his own format. 

Pix are to be lensed under 
aegis of General Telecasting 
tem, new unit incorporated by 
O'Neil as the forerunner of the 
proposed network. Under GTS’ 
profit-sharing policy for creative 
personnel, Edwards will participate 
in all income derived from syndi- 
cation of the series. WOR-TV, 
N. Y.. which O'Neil recently ac- 
quired, is to serve as the fulcrum 


the 


the quartet. |! for the GTS net. 


| 


Sys- | 


iSWG 


“The strike will probably be 
close to 100°° effective,” a Guild 
spokesman said. “A substantial 
majority of TV writers are mem- 
bers of the SWG and the Radie 
Writers Guild has already ex- 
pressed support. We hope it won't 
take more than a month to force 
an agreement.” 

Some television producers will 
be able to continue operations for 
a short time, it was pointed out, 
because of recent story buys. 
There is little possibility that 
ATFP will use a “story backlog” 
to break the strike, because few 
television producers have  back- 
logs. 

A job breakdown issued by the 
bultetin demonstrates the 
importance of TV writing to its 
members. Bulletin shows that the 
number of scripting jobs in the 
television and documentary field 
has increased from 51 in June, 
1951, to 132 in July, 1952. 


‘Ozzie, ‘Ellery 
Roll on Celluloid 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Two more network shows join 
the telepix parade within a few 
“Ozzie and Harr iet” starts 
shooting Aug. 22 and “Ellery 
” is slated for film treatment 
'when the new season starts. 

Norman Pincus, who with broth- 
er Irving owns the detective se- 





ries, has been studying facilities 
He 
lwas called back to Gotham Mon- 


|day night (4), but returns later in 
the week to resume negotiations 
with a producing company. 
Order for “Ozzie” filming went 
to Volcano Productions, headed by 
Robert Angus. Pact calls for 40 
half-hour programs to be directed 
by Ozzie Nelson under the supervi- 


sion of Cecil Barker, program di- 
irector of ABC-TV’s Western Divi- 
sion. “Ozzie” will be sponsored on 
'both television and radio, on an 
lalternating basis. by Hotpoint and 
|Lambert Pharmacal. Both shows 
start early in October 

Kaiser- Frazer Spots 
Kaiser-Frazer dealers, via Wil- 

liam Weintraub agency, have set a 
spot vidpix campaign to kick olf 
in mid-September. [t will be on a 
minimum of 10 stations, with addi- 
tional outlets likely to be signec 

Show is the 15-ininule Night 

Editor” stanza, starring Hay B 
dick. It’s a television of the Coast 
stanza. also done | Burdick, 
which has had a long career OD 


tthe airlanes. 
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with parents when he calls the kid- 
(Hit and Run) dies assassins, monsters and just 
With Robert Hutton, Bonita Gran-| plain ornery mischief-makers. He 
ville, Ross Elliott, Parley Baer,' would like to sit atop a building 
William Bakewell |and drop rocks on them. 
Producer: Review Productions. | Too much footage is wasted to| 
Inc. ‘arrive at the payoff when Brodie | 
Director: Richard Irving | gets kissed by a kid with measles, | 
Writer: Howard Irving Young and not to be quarantined alone, | 
30 Mins.; Fri., 9:30 p.m. plants a smack on Martha Hyer, | 
CAMPBELL SOUP the school marm, who underplays | 
NBC-TV, from New York lher role without a trace of ro- 
(Ward Wheelock) 














it rates a regular slotting of its 
own in the fall. It boasts one of 
the better production and acting 
crews of e Hollywood vidpix 
packages and, even more impor- 
tant, it has a continuing story line 
which, even though it delves too 
deeply into the ludicrous at times, 
still sustains maximum interest 
and provides a good share of 
laughs in its situation comedy for- 
mat. 

Series has Lynn Bari, a good 
marquee name, as the femme prez 
of a bigtime construction biz who’s 
afraid to admit that she goes for 
her handsome young assistant 
(Glenn Langan) for fear that it 
will wreck her steel-gloved biz 
ability. She also has to worry 






































































































































“Hit and Run,” vidpic drama on 
the “Campbell Playhouse” series 
Friday (1), was an average, accep- 
table offering with a plot whose | 
twists were easy to spét in ad- 
vance. After a night of poker, 
Robert Hutton is chatting with his 


wife, Bonita Granville, when a de-| 


tective tells him he is charged with 
hit-and-run driving and has killed 
a man. Circumstantial evidence— 
the broken car headlights, his 


cigaret lighter found at the scene. | 
Ross } 


etc.—all points to Hutton. 
Elliott, latter’s business partner 
and host at the poker session, gives 
Hutton a helping hand, but it’s 
pretty obvious that it was he, and 
not Hutton, who was guilty of 
manslaughter. 

Hutton goes to jail, but the loyal 
frau turns amateur detective and 
devises a scheme that traps the 
actual hit-and-runner. What pro- 
vides the chief suspense is the 
method Miss Granville uses to 
clear her spouse. Scripting by 
Howard Irving Young from a story 
by George and Gertrude Fass, is 
workmanlike, and production is 
fair, although revealing a modest 
budget. At one point a mike 
shadow is visible — the kind of 
flaw which is hardly excusable in 
a film show. Commercials featur- 
ing animation of the Campbell 
Kids, are topflight. Bril. 


THE UNEXPECTED 

(Mardi Gras) 

With Mary Anderson, Craig Kelly, 
Lillian Bronson, Michael Whal- 
en, others 

Producer-distributor: Ziv.TV 

Director: Eddie Davis 

Writers: Jerry Lawrence, Robert 
E. Lee 

30 Mins., Fri. 8:30 P.M. 

KECA-TV, Hollywood 
Lengthy development of a fa- 

miliar tale almost spoils the fine 
twist Jerry Lawrence and Robert 
E. Lee have put on this latest in 
“The Unexpected” series. For 
those who stay with it, it’s pleasant 
entertainment and the script holes 
aren't readily evident. Anyway, 
vidramas aren't supposed to carry 
any lasting impact. 

Scripters have revived the old 
story of the gal whose aunt takes 
sick as they reach a strange city 
and is sent on a wild medicine 
chase by the doctor only to return 
hours later to find the aunt gone 
and no evidence of her ever having 
been alive. Viewers by this time 
must inevitably compare it with 
one of the chiller classics and a 
recent British film entry. Switch, 
however, reveals that it’s all part 
of a robbery plot, the crooks hav- 
ing used the time-worn yarn to 
get. the girl out of the way. 

Lawrence and Lee script moves 
swiftly along and Eddie Davis’ di- 
rection manages to create suspense 
even in the w.k. first portion of 
the story. Mary Anderson is con- 
vincing as the gal and Craig Kelly 
is helpful as the sailor who un- 
ravels the riddle and there's okay 
support from Michael Whalen and 
Lillian Bronson as the principal 
heavies. Kap. 


PREMIERE PLAYHOUSE 
(Teacher of the Year) 


With Steve Brodie, Martha Hyer, 


Lee Acker, Anne O'Neal, Hat- 

leen Hartnagel 
Producer: Gil Ralston 
Director: Rodney Amateau 
Writer: Howard Dimsdale 
30 Mins., Fri., 9:30 p.m. 
SUNKIST 
KTLA, Hollywood 

(Foote, Cone & Belding) 

_ It's getting so that if one watches 
these half-hour vidnettes fairly 
regularly there'll dawn on him the 
revelation that he’s being two- 
timed. That is, video is falling into 
the same habit as radio of using 
the tried-and-true and pretty much 
a repetitive succession of writers. 

t s the easy way out for producers. 

This is not to say that Gil Ral- 
ston’s Screen Televideo has a cor- 
her on the guilt or is more culpa- 
ble than the rest, but the same ones 
have been around so often that all 


Vidpic makers must share the criti- | be 


cism. For this Playhouse _ bill, 
reacher of the Year,” the brash, 
flip and breezy Steve 


Class to store up atmosphere and 
material. 


! i It's an exaggerated de] 
lineation and he makes no friends 


mantic guile. Direction of Rodney | 
Amateau allows the pace to drag 
in too many places. Sunkist tries | 
to make you believe an orange is| 
better than an apple a day. 
Heln. 





BOSS LADY 
With Lynn Bari, Nicholas Joy, 
Charlie Smith, Glenn Langan, 
Lee Patrick, Richard Gaines, 
others 
Producers: Jack Wrather, Robert 
Mann 
Director: William D. Russell 
Writer: Mann 
30 Mins.; Tues., 9 p.m. 
PROCTER & GAMBLE 
NBC-TV, from N. Y. 
(Compton) 
A second look at this new vid- 
film series, which is filling in for 
“Fireside Theatre” this summer 


on NBC-TV, again indicates that | assists by Nicholas Joy, as the'she gets a tired old man, one ‘of 


Farag a rambunctious old father 


who wants to get back into the 
business; a rather dopey kid 
brother, and _ stuffed-shirtish at- 


| torney-frier™ of the family, who 


goes for her. They’re mostly stock 
characters and the situations are 
mostly stock, but they never get 
trite or cliched. 


Stanza caught (29), for example, 
had Miss Bari interviewing a 


group of new aspirants for the job 
of Langan’s secretary. Supremely 
jealous, she wanted a wizened old 
hen for the job but her father, in 
order to woo Langan away from 
her so that the attorney couid 
move in, had the employment 
jagency ,send over a_ batch 
| beauts. 
| cast 
well. Miss Bari and Langan turned 
in top jobs and were handed fine 











father; Charlie Smith, as_ the 
brother; Richard Gaines, as the at- 
torney, and Lee Patrick, as Miss 
Bari’s secretary. 

Sets, camera-work and other 
production mountings were stand- 
out, , Stal, 


CHEVRON THEATRE 
(Dear Little Fool) 
With Leslye Banning, Patrick 

O’Neal, others 
Distributor: MCA-TV Ltd. 
Producer: Revere Productions 
Director: Richard Irving 
Writer: Rod Amateau 
30 Mins.; Fri., 9 p.m. 

CHEVRON STATIONS 
KTLA, Hollywood 

“Dear Little Fool” after a slow 
start develop into a warm, neatly | 
done story of a hospital nurse | 
whose unorthodox methods of car- | 
ing for her patients help them, but 
offend a young staff medico. 
comedy romance with stress on} 
the lighter touch, this Revue Pro- | 
ductions telepic benefits from 
slick performances by Leslye Ban- | 
ning and Patrick O’Neal in the} 
leads and the skillful direction of 
Richard Irving. 

Miss Banning is the nurse who 
on the q.t. helps her three patients 
by taking a personal interest in 
their various difficulties, and re- 
solving their problems so that they | 





of | 
ft was clever stuff and the | 
worked over the situations| problems are solved they will be 


take a renewed interest in life. | 
Much to the medico’s disgust, she 
insists that once their personal 
jon the road to medical recovery, 
|and proceeds accordingly. Thus 
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ARROW PRODUCTIONS 
KTTV Studios, Hollywood 


“RAMAR OF THE JUNGLE” 26 half- 
hour jupsie adventure telepix series 
resume August. Producers: Harry S. 
Rothschild, Leon Fromkes. 

Film Producer: Rudolph Flothow 
Director: Wally Fox 


BREAKSTON-STAHL PRODS. 
General Service Studios: Hollywood 


“SAFARI BILL” series of 26 half hour 
| telepix to begin shooting August 1. Loca- 
| tion shots to be filmed in British East 
| Africa. 

| Martha Hyer heads cast, parts to fill. 

| Producer-director: Breakston-Stahl 
Associate producer: Irene Breakston 
Technical executive: John R. Carter 


WILLIAM F. BROIDY PRODS. 
| Sunset Studios, Hollywood 
|}. “WILD BILL HICKOK” series of half 
hour western adventure series now in 
| preparation to resume shooting mid-Au- 
pe. Guy Madison, Andy Devine set 
ea 


$. 
“STARDUST” series featurin 
Starr now bei prepped for fall. 
“CASE HISTORY” are Regis Too- 
|mey, Sara Hayden, and “TRAIL BLAZ- 
ERS” with Alan Hale, Jr., as set lead, 
| also in preparation for fall shooting. 
| Executive producer: William F. Broidy. 
| Producer: Wesley Barry 
Director: Frank McDonald 


JACK CHERTOK PRODS. 
General Service Studios, Hollywood 
“LONE RANGER” half hour series of 52 

videoater§ now shooting. John Hart, Jay 
Silverheels set leads. 

Producer: Jack Chertok 

Associate Producer: Harry Poppe. 


BING CROSBY ENTERPRISES 
RKO-Pathe. Culver City 

Shooting “REBOUND” series of half 
hour adult dramas sponsored by Packard 
Motor Car Corp. 
Executive producer: Basi] Grillo 

Half-hour series of comedy-drama for 
“A CHAIR ON THE BOULEVARD.” 
Producer: John Nasht 

Half hour series of adult drama films 
for “CROWN THEATRE” in preparation. 
Producers: Richard Dorso. 

“THOSE WERE THE DAYS” half-hour 
telepix series now in preparation. 


DESILU PRODUCTIONS 
General Service Studios, Hollywood 
“| LOVE LUCY” half hour comedy se- 
ries sponsored by Philip Morris shooting 
for fall season. 








Jimmy 


Cast: Lucille Ball, Desi Arnaz, William 
Frawley, Vivian Vance. ‘ 

Producer: Jess Oppenheimer 

Director: William Asher 

Writers: Jess Oppenheimer, Madelyn 
a Bob Carroll, Jr. 
“OUR MISS BROOKS” half-hour com- 

ety drama series now shooting for 

| TV. General F $ sponsor. 

| Cast: Eve Arden, Gale Gordon, Jane Mor- 


an, Dick Crenna, Gloria McMillan, 
ockwell, Virginia Gordon. 
Producer: Larry Berns 
Director: Al Lewis 
Assistant director: Jim Paisley 
Writers: Al Lewis, Joe Quillan 


FEDERAL TV CORPORATION 
Goldwyn Studios, Hollywood 

“MR. AND MRS. NORTH” series of half 

| hour situation comedies now shooting 

| first 39. Barbara Britton, Richard Den- 

| ning, Francis de Sales head cast. 

| Producer: Federal TV Corporation. 

| Director: Ralph Murphy. 


| FRANK FERRIN PRODUCTIONS 
6528 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood 
Casting: Virginia Mazzuca 
| “SMILIN’ EO’S GANG” series now shoot- 
ing. Ed McConnell, Nino Marcel head cast. 
| Producer-director: Frank Ferrin 
| Associate pioducer: Ralph Ferrin 
on Olsen 


| Assistant tor: D 
FILMCRAFT PRODS. 


845i Melrose, Hollywood 
{ GROUCHO MARX starred in 39 half-hour 
| audience Participation film productions. to 
made once a week for NBC. DeSoto- 
Plymouth sponsoring. 
| Producer: John Guedel 
| Film producer: {. Lindenbaum 








) Brodie plays | Directors: Bob Dwan, Bernie Smith 
a mag writer, who spends a day in| 


FLYING A PRODUCTIONS 


6920 Sunset Blvd.. Hollywood 
“ANNIE OAKLEY” new series of 
H-hour videoaters now in praparation. 


Sol Davis, Billy Gray head cast. Parts to 


Second series of 52 half-hour Gene 
Autry Western telepix shooting. Gene 
Autry, Pat Buttram set leads. 

“RANGE RIDER” shooting second se- 
ries of 52 half-hour videoters. Jack Ma- 
honey, Dick Jones head cast. 

Producer: Louis Gray 
Directors: Wallace Fox, Geo. Archainbaud 


New series half-hour western dramas 
entitled “DE VALLEY DAYS” now 
shooting 


Producer: Darrell McGowan 
Director: Stuart MeGowan 


W. R. FRANK PRODS. 
General Service Studios: Hollywood 
Group of 30-minute “MEDAL OF 
HONOR” telepix now shooting. 
Producers: W. R. Frank, William Dean 
Director: Reginald LeBorg 
Production Manager: Bart Carre 


GROSS-KRASNE, INC. 
General Service Studios: Hollywood 
Now shooting “BIG TOWN” series of 
26 half hour telepix sponsored by Lever 
Brothers. Patrick McVey and Jane Nigh 
set leads. 
Producers: Jack J. Gross and Philip N. 


asne 
Director: E. A. Dupont. 


JOHN GUEDEL PRODS. 
600 Taft Bldg.. Hollywood 
Art Linkletter starring in a series of 
104 15-minute vidpix titled “LINKLETTER 
AND THE KIDS.” 


Producer-director: Maxwell Shane 
Associate producer: Irvin Atkins 


PAUL F. HEARD, INC. 
KTTV Studios: Hollywood 

Series of 13 Cesena telepics en- 
titled “WHAT'S YOUR TROUBLE?” with 
Dr. and Mrs. Norman Vincent Peale, 
Producer: Paul F. Heard 
Director: Paul F. Heard 
Production supervisor: Harry Cohen 


JAN PRODUCTIONS, INC. 
General Service Studios: Hollywood 
“IT’S THE BICKERSONS” series of half 
hour comedy telepix now shooting. Lew 
Parker and Virginia Grey set leads. 
Producer: Jack Denove 
Production supervisor: C. M. Florence 
Director-writer: Phil Rapp 


EDWARD LEWIS PRCDS. 
Motion Picture Center, Hollywood 
Series of 13 half-hour telepix featuring 
Irene Dunne as femcee now shooting 
Producer: Edward Lewis 
Production manager: William Stevens 


THE McCADDEN CORP. 








General Service Studios: Hollywood 
“THE BURNS AND ALLEN SHOW” | 


now shooting series of hour comedy 

telepix. The Carnation Co. qacase. 

Cast: George Burns and Gracie Allen, 
Aa ag Clark, Bea Benadaret, Harry Von 


Producer: Releh Levy 
Director: Ralph Levy 
Writers: Paul He 

vey Willa 


» Sid Dorfman, Har- 


MARCH OF TIME 
369 Lexington Ave., N. Y¥ 
“AMERICAN WIT 


AND HUMOR” se- 
ries of 26 half-hour | mon Thomas Mitchell, 
narrator, with cast luding Gene Lock- 
hart, ed Lynn, Arnol 
Burr and Qjive ering. 

Producer: Marion Parsonnet 
Director: Fred Stephani. 


LINDSLEY PARSONS PRODS. 
KTTV Studios: Hollywood 
Shooting “THE FILE OF JEFFREY 
JONES” series of 


: Lindsley Parsons 


Director: Lew Landers 
Associate producer: Warren Douglas 


PATHESCORE PRODUCTIONS 


Moss, Ann 


half hour adventure 


580 Fifth Ave.. New York City 
Now shooting “THE HUNTER,” series 
of 13 half-hour telepix, sponsored b 
R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. throug 
William Esty. Barry Nelson heads cast. 
proaecers a w 
uction jpervisors falter Raft, 
Robert Drucker 
Director: Oscar Rudolph. 





ROLAND REED PRODS. 
_Hal Roach Studios: Culver City 
Now shooting “TROUBLE WITH 

FATHER” series of 30-minute situation 


comedies. 
Producer: Roland Reed 


ilms in. Production 


————ummmms as Of Friday, Aug. l 










Director: Howard Bretherton 


“MY LITTLE MARGIE” 
hour comedy telepix now shooting. 
Charles Farrell and Gale Storm head cast. 
Philip Morris sponsors, 

Producer: Hal Roach 
Director; Hal Yates 


REVUE PRODUCTIONS 
Eagle Lion Studios: Hollywood 
Half-hour series of adult drama tele- 
ix now shooting for Revue Prods. 
oducer: Revue Productions 
Directors: Richard Irving, Norman Lloyd. 


HAL ROACH PRODUCTIONS 
Hal Roach Studios: Culver City 
“AMOS ‘N’ ANDY” series of character 
comedy telepix now shooting. Sponsored 
by Blatz Beer for CBS-TV. 

Cast: Tim Moore, Spencer Williams, Alvin 
Childress, Ernestine Wade, Johnny Lee, 
Horace Stewart. 

Supervisors: Freeman Gosden, Charles 

orrell, Sidney Van Keuren 

Director: Charles Barton 

Production executive: James Fonda 

Assistant director: Emmett Emerson 


ROY ROGERS PRODUCTIONS 
Goldwyn Studio, Hollywood 

ROY ROGERS now shooting 15 oater 

telepix. Vidpix are half-hour, each. Roy 

Rogers, Dale Evans topline. ®Pat Brad 

in support. General western parts t > 

Sponsored by General Foods for NBC-TV. 

Producer: Roy Rogers 

Associate producer: Jack Lacey 

Director: Bob Walker 


SCREEN GEMS 
1302 N. Gower, Hollywood 
Now preparing the FORD THEATRE 
series of 39 half-hour telepix to begin 
shooting August 8. 
Producer-director: Jules Bricken 
Assistant director: Eddie Seata 


SCREEN TELEVIDEO PRODS. 


Eagle Lion Studios, Hollywood 
Series of half-hour dramas resume in 
mid-August. 
Producers: Gil Ralston, Jaques Braunstein 


SHOWCASE PRODUCTIONS 
oach Studios, Culver Ci 
“RACKET SQUAD” series new ates 
Feder Hal Hench Sta Carroll Cae 
: oac vr. Carr 
Director: Jim Tinling ” 


TABLEAU-CHINA SMITH 


PRODS. 
Motion Picture Center: Hollywood 
Ca : Billie Greene 


series of half 





Series of 26 lf-hour telepix entitled 
“AFFAIRS OF CHINA SMITH.” starring 
Dan Duryea shooting. 

Produ tho yo te Willie Ss 
ction ma ler: m Stevens 
Directors: Eddie Mann, Arthur Pierson 


UNITED WORLD FILMS, INC. 
Universal International Studios, 


Hollywood 
“THE FIGHTING MAN,” series of 13 
half-hour telepix, now shooting. Michael 
Thomas, Cliff Clark set leads. 
Director: George Blair 





ADRIAN WEISS PRODS. 
655 N. Fairfax: Hollywood 
—- ~»' “3 CRAIG Kenn DY. 
es 0} " EDY— 
Sdeoie aie tees half hour adventure 
ay SS eing prepared for Septem- 


Producer-director: Adrian Weiss 


FRANK WISBAR PRODS. 

gle Lion Studios: Hollywood 
“FIRESIDE THEATRE” series ef half. 
hour adult dramas now sh ting. 
Producer-director: Frank Wisbar 
Associate producer: Sidney Smith 


WIZARD TELEPICTURES CO. 
; archmont Studios: Hollywood 
“DREAM 'T UP” series of 15-minute 
comedy telepix begin shooting August 15. 
Chick Chandler starred with Franklin 
Pm Gus Schilling, Benny Baker in 
Producer: >. E Petroff 

ssociat: producer: 
Director: B L. Rice apnea 
Production manager: H. A. Hirshfield 


ZIV TV 
5255 Clinton St., Hol 





half 


lywood 
Fight in “BOSTON BLACKIE” series of 
-hour tele 
Directors: Edd t 


x shoot in August 


ie Davis, Sobey Martin, 





i 
M. Cahan. 


Geo. 


her wards, his old job pack 
fives him something for r ee 
ve; she finds the lost dog of a 
other, and with this he’s mirace. 
lously patched up; and 4 third, 
who’s going to jail after he re. 
covers, wins a slight repries 
through her intervention. The 
young doc frowns on al] this rule. 
breaking but it comes as no cup 
prise at the end when he fires he, 
and then proposes. Buildup on 
the romance is handled as we) , 
other facets of the yarn a 
Miss Banning is excellent 
femme lead, and Patrick 
makes a pleasant counterpart a8 
the stern young doc. Rod Ama. 
teau turned in a good teleplay from 
;Agnes Sligh Turnbull's origina) 
| but could.have picked up 1 ve 
at the start by spending less time 
establishing characterizations, [ry. 
ing’s direction is, as usual, very 
good. Lensing by Ellsworth Fred. 
ericks is outstanding. Daku. 


Vidpix Chatter 


ee 


in the 
O Neal 





Ne pace 








Hollywood 


Former Metro director Allan 
Davis inked to meg Chevron Thea. 
tre and Gruen Playhouse telepix 
for Revue Productions at Eagle. 
Lion studios and Robert Finkel 
former ABC director. was also 
added to stable of MCA vidpix 
subsidiary ... Arthur Franz inked 
by Screen Gems to play Edward 
Arnold’s son in “Jr.,” rolling Aug, 
11 as part of “Ford Theatre” se. 
ries ... Peggy Castle and Robert 
Hutton topline “Kiss for Aunt 
Sophie,” with Bill Bakewell, Doug. 


las Wood, Joel Marston, John 
Vosper, David McMahon, Lee 
Phelps, Majorie Stapp, Juney 


Ellis and Sammy Armaro in fea- 
tured roles of Frank Wisbar’s 
“Fireside Theatre” at Eagle-Lion 
. . . Oliver Crawford sold a script 
to Dougfair for “Terry and the 
Pirates.” . .. Wyott Ordung snared 
a role in “Fighting Man,” United 
World series ... “Range Rider” 
stars Jack Mahoney and Dick 
Jones personaled at annua! Police 
Circus in Pittsburgh over week- 
end, returning Monday to begin 
series of six more vidpix for Fly- 
ing A... First religioso husband- 
and-wife series is being telefilmed 
at KTTV studios by Paul F. Heard 
for the National Council of 
Churches of Christ. Dr. Norman 
Vincent Peale, pastor of Marble 
Collegiate Church, N. Y., and his 
wife, star in series of 13 15-min. 
vidpix tagged “What's Your 
Trouble?,” with Heard producing 
and directing . . Derwin Abbe 
Monday began lensing first in 
series of “Hopalong Cassidy” se 
ries for NBC at Newhall, with 
William Boyd starring, Edgar Bu- 
chanan featured. “The Knife of 
Carlos Valero” is first vidpic... 
Gene Autry wound second group 
of vidpix for Flying A and skied 
to Colorado Springs Monday to 
topline five-day rodeo . . . Final 
editing and dubbing of ‘The Best 
of Groucho” was completed last 
week by Filmcraft Productions, 
show being summer replacement 
for “You Bet Your Life,” which 
Filmeraft resumes shooting Aug. 
20 for fall season on NBC .. . Bob 
Berger of Standard Television left 
over weekend on month's pix-to 
TV sales junket through the mid 
west... Jesse Goldstein and Nate 
Monaster have been signed as new 
writers on George Burns-Gracie 
Allen teleshow, teaming with Sid 
Dorfman, Harvey Helm and Willy 
Burns . . . Negotiations for settle 
ment of differences between ds 
rectors of Snader Telescriptions 
continuing, with prexy Louis 
Snader reporting angels Alexander 
and Henry Bisno and Samvue 
Markovitch have dismissed 
seeking removal of Snader 
his two daughters as directors ° 
corporation . Producer Jae 
Wrather planning another telepix 
series to supplement “Boss Lady. 


Peter Potter Ankles 
KNXT; Sets Pix Policy 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. j 
Deejay Peter Potter, who ankle 
KNXT over the weekend, said wd 
terday. he’s negotiating with three 
other stations for a new show - 
expects a deal to be finalized th 
week, ' 
Potter said he gave the channe’ 
notice four weeks prior ‘0 ny 
tion of his pact Aug. 1, becausé : 
wanted a hiatus. He added ao" 
has asked him to linger 0" 
more weeks, but he’s taking off 
a rest as soon as MCA wraps UP? 
new deal. 





x A 
Platter twirler said pact © hat 
minated “by mutual pore with 


his program has been sol 
seven bankrollers. The 
meantime, reportedly was P 
to fill the Potter slot vw)!" 
films. 
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~The Big Steal’ o the Iceboxes 


The major TV networks last week were doing some reapprais- 
ing of the cold facts and figures attending the Westinghouse- 


Admiral-Philco sponsorship of 


unanimously 
annals. 
Philco, 


the political conventions and 


agreed that it added up to the “biggest steal” in video 


which plunked down $2,400,000 for the NBC-TV spread 


of the Dems and GOP, grabbed off the equivalent of $5,000,000 


in gross video time. 
he 


on both conventions. 


Philco was guaranteed a minimum of 30 
yurs on each convention. On the GOP conclave alone it got 
the benefit of 63 hours, or three more than the total minimum 


On a gross billings basis, Westinghouse enjoyed a similar $5,000,000 
time wrapup for its $2,500,000 investment on CBS and, while only 
guaranteed 20 hours of video network time for each convention, 
wound up with a total of 139 hours of air time. This is exclusive 
of the upcoming 13-week “Pick A Winner” TV-AM series and elec- 
tion coverage. For Philco, too, the election coverage is so much 
yelvet-—not to mention the AM spreads allotted the individual 


st ensers 
OMS. 


Admiral paid ABC $2,000,000 for the two-convention “gavel to 
gavel” coverage and similarly wound up with approximately $5,- 


000,000 of gross rate-card time. 


Had the client been obliged to take the sponsorship rap for the 
“talent” outlay (tbe Ed Murtows, the Bili Henrys, the Elmer 
Davises, the John Dalys, the Walter Kronkites, the H. V. Kalten- 


borns, etc., not 


to mention the behind-the-scenes 


impresarios), 


it would have meant an additional $1,000,000 nick for each. 

The chapter-and-verse breakdown is important for the webs in 
terms of arriving at a more realistic sponsorship figure for future 
conventions and momentous events. 








COP Radio-TV Billings Plum To 


Kudner; Mull Hannagan for Press 


Now that the Kudner agency has 


walked off with the Republican 
Party radio-TV billings, the major 
networks are expecting to receive 
time orders from the GOP some- 
time this week. To date, however, 
no specific time slots have been re- 
quested, presumably because the 
GOP masterminds working out of 
nominee Dwight Eisenhower's 
headquarters in Denver, are await- 
ing the arrival of Sen. Hubert Hum- 
phrey of Minnesota, who is one of 
the national committeemen in 
charge of that branch of the op- 
eration. 

Democrats, meanwhile, continu- 
ing to jump the gun on the Repub- 
licans, have placed an order with 
CBS-TV for the 1 to 1:30 p. m. 
period on Labor Day (Sept. 1), 
which is expected to serve as the 
teeoff of Gov. Adlai Stevenson's 
campaign. Pending Gov. Steven- 
son’s final okay on having Presi- 
dent Truman do a_ nationwide 
stumping job for him, it’s expected 
that the time will be turned over 
to Mr. Truman for.a major cam- 
paign speech for the Demo nomi- 
nee. It's also expected that the 
Demos will buy the same time on 
NBC-TV for a two-network spread. 
Copping of the $2,500,000 GOP 
billings by Kudner represented 
something of a coup, since Young 
& Rubicam had handled most of 
the party’s account prior to the 
convention and BBD&O, via a close 
association between prexy Ben Duf- 
fy and Republican leader Gov. 
Thomas E. Dewey, had also pitched 
for the account. MeCann-Erickson, 
a had been bidding for the bill- 
ngs. It's believed that Arthur 


Laughton Biblical 
Readings for Mott 


Duffy-Mott, whose venture into 
thus yet tising has been confined 
plugvir. «1°, Station-break spots 
eens its Mott’s Apple Juice, is 

Mning a full-sized programming 


entry into the medi i 
or winter edium for this fall 





anu agency, Young & Rubi- 

rr Duffy-Mott outfit is in the 

; eee Pia negotiating a deal for 

Laugh Y series starring Charles 

Bible ‘on in readings from the 

intin and other classies. It’s been 
pated that the series will tee 
Y the end of the year. 


This would 
te ‘id mark the second en- 
das Y & R clients during the 
— ng semester into major TV 
- sramming for the first time, the 
Machin eing the Singer Sewing 
_ _ Co.. which has purchased 

‘ag UT Star Playhouse” vidpix 

arting in the fall. 











It’s Col. Jim Shouse 


Cincinnati, Aug. 5. 
James D. Shouse, Crosley Broad- 
casting Corp. and Avco Manufac- 
turing Corp. executive, is a newly 
appointed Kentucky colonel in con- 
sideration of “his contribution to 
his native state.” 


Wetherby’s commission was made 
to Shouse by Robert E. Dunville, 
also a Kentucky colonel and chief 
of WLW and WLW-Television. 


Burnett Loses 
$4,000,000 Schlitz 
Billings to L&M 


In a unique switch of a major 
advertising account, Schlitz Beer, 
which only five months ago had 
ditched Young & Rubicam to split 
its billings between Lennen & 
Mitchell and Leo Burnett, has now 
dropped Burnett to swing the en- 
tire $7,000,000 account over to 
L&M. ; 

Latter agency had been handling 
only the radio-TV billings, which 
represented about $3,000,000 of the 
total gross business yearly. Under 
the new setup L&M inherits as 
well the other $4,000,000 for ad- 
vertising in newspapers, maga- 
zines and all other media. 

Schlitz ankling of Burnett marks 
the first reversal for that agency 
since it started its rapid pickup of 
new business several months ago, 
during which time it acquired not 
only the $4,000,000 Schlitz billings 
but also the entire Kellogg ac- 
count which had been held by 
Kenyon & Eckhardt. 


Philip Morris Expands 








WCBS-TV ‘Rain or Shine’ 


Philip Morris, which has been 
bankrolling Jim McKay's “Rain or 
Shine” show Friday nights on 
WCBS-TV, the CBS video web's 


N. Y. flagship, picks up the Mon- | 
day and Wednesday night editions | 


as well, starting tonight (Wed.). 
Show had been sponsored Mon- 
days, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
by Allsweet Margarine. 

With the Thursday night stanza 
continued to be  bankrolled by 
Uncle Ben’s Rice, WCBS-TV now 
has the Tuesday night spot left 


\to fill. 


CHI CONVENT 
NOL Do RADIC 


By GEORGE ROSEN 

The battle-scarred Conrad Hilton 
Hotel in Chicago, “home base” for 
the nation’s politico strategists last 
month, will be the scene of another 
convention next week. 

On Tuesday, Aug. 12, there will 
be a one-day convention of the 
CBS Radio brass and the entire 
affiliate membership. In terms of 
the radio industry and its future, 
the confab has more significant 
overtones than either the GOP or 
Demmie clambakes (which were 
TV shows, anyhow). 
| For next Tuesday may hold the 
key to a lot of vital questions— 
up to and including whether the 
Columbia Broadcasting System, 
failing to win the support of its 
affiliates on a new rate formula, 
may not decide, rather than take 
the rap without the cooperation of 
the stations, to call it quits alto- 
gether on its radio network. 
| It’s strictly within the realm of 
possibility, as CBS prexy Frank 
Stanton had intimated to the af- 
filiates during the early stages of 
the current rate adjustment slug- 
fest. But one thing is certain—next 
Tuesday’s meet can hold but two 
alternatives—(1) Either CBS wins 
out on the rate formula which 
finally got an okay from the 10- 
man affiliate committee which met 
last week in Chicago, after weeks 
of wrangling and dissension, or (2) 
the meeting can blow up into one 
| Of the most explosive on record. 


— 
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mittee already has agreed but 


sence: 


FFILIATES SET 


KR DAY’ 








Brooks Resigns NBC 


William F. Brooks has re- 
signed as public relations vee- 
pee with the NBC network, 
effective Oct. 1. He plans to 
set up his own public rela- 
tions outfit and already has 
three major accounts on tap, 
one of which will have him 
acting as a consultant to NBC. 

Brooks, who's been. with 
NBC 10 years, formerly was 
top man for both the news- 
room operation and the press- 
public relations division, with 
press veepee Syd Eiges re- 
porting to him. Under the 
web's new realignment of per- 
sonnel, Eiges now _ reports 
directly to Frank White, vee- 
pee-general manager of the 
radio and TV networks. 











‘Everybody Happy 
So Plan Retaining 
Life- People Tie 


| Out of the 13-week series in 
| which Life mag took over the pro- 
| duction reins on the Gulf-spon- 
|} sored “We the People” NBC-TV 
show to tie in with the political 





The formula on which the com-/| conventions will probably come a 


more permanent identification of 


which now requires the signatures | the Life staffers with the Friday 
of all the affiliates, is this, in es-| night video show. 


| Life, whose initial 13-week col- 


Through the evolving of a dis- | laboration terminates this week, is 
Presentation of Gov. Lawrence | count structure there will be a re-| now mulling a continuance of its 


| tantamount to a 25 to 30% slash. 
There will be an increase in the 
daytime rates, but instead of a 
drastic hike, only a token one. 
Hits Stations’ Earnings 


Under terms of the formula, it 
will hit into the earnings of the 
stations, and that’s what they don’t 
like about it. While recognizing the 
need for a nighttime adjustment, 
the affiliates nonetheless don’t 
want it to affect their earnings and 
feel CBS should do something 
about it. CBS doesn’t see why the 
network should carry the total bur- 
den. 

Stanton laid it on the line to the 
affiliate committee last week with- 
out mincing words and with a prac- 
tically ‘“—or else” ultimatum. After 
eight or nine meetings, he felt the 
thing had dragged on long enough 
and that the committee had better 
decide pronto on facing the facts 


iteration of Stanton’s previous 
stand, though couched differently, 
that, without proper support from 
the affiliates in sharing the rap, 
CBS might just as well go back to 
the advertisers and tell them it 
isn’t worth having a radio network. 

While the committee last week 
agreed to the CBS formula (which 
represents a watered-down pattern 
from the original plan devised by 
CBS, but which the network had 
never even put forth because of 
the temper of the meetings’), the 
fact remains it doesn't bind any 


with the exception of George B. 
Storer or one or two others on the 
committee, the remainder lacked 
authorization to sign the agreement 
at last week’s meeting but were 
compelled to report back to the 
ownership level of management. 





filiate body will see it the net- 
work’s way. 


that it could mean a secession from 


‘losing stations. The network knows 
| all too well they (the stations have 


the network. But at this point CBS | 
isn’t retreating, even if it means | 


of AM life. It was virtually a re- | 


of the affiliates. For that matter, | 
| Shows” 


| adjustment im the nighttime rates | Production role, at least for anoth- 


| er 13-week cycle. However, should 
| the deal materialize, the program 
| will revert back to its established 
format of recreating all facets of 
Americana, rather than hewing to 
a politico pattern. Young & Rubi- 
cam, agency on both the Gulf and 
Life accounts, is in the process of 
working out a deal with all the 
interested parties. 

Idea is unique in TV program- 
ming. On the one hand, Gulf rec- 
ognizes the impact and payoff of 
the Life mag identity, as witness 
the nationwide Page 1 pictorial 
spread and resultant bally for the 
show attending the Democratic con- 
vention stanza, in which all five 
major candidates participated in a 
round-robin. Gulf is Cognizant of 
the fact that without the Life aus- 
pices that kind of scoop is tough 
to get. 

On the other hand, Life, through 
the simple expedient of placing at 
|“People’s” disposal its staffers, 
researchers, etc., is latching on to 
an established TV property on a 
practically cuffo basis. Everybody 
|}eoncerned appears happy over the 
wedding, which has also spiraled 
the show into bigger Nielsens. 


‘Show of Shows’ Set For 
N.Y. Colonial in Dec.; Will 
Be Used in Color Tests 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Max Liebman, 
producer-director, planes 
back to N. Y. today (Tues.) to prep 











| Sept. 6 kickoff. 


NBC-TV program moves from 
the International to Colonial The- 
atre in December. 


|}am vaude landmark which has been 


CBS is hopeful that the full af- | 


If stations balk and | 
refuse to go along, CBS recognizes | 


no place else to go. Certainly not | 
to NBC, which has its own rate | 


situation to solve and which is now 

| search on individual station cov- 
'erage for a revival of its ill-fated 
| Economic Study plan. 


| Nelle Fisher & Jerry 
lin the throes of updating its re- | 


used by RCA for vidcolor experi- 
ments, has a color centrol room 
eight times larger than the normal 
black-and-white setup, covering 
the entire main floor and leaving 
only 550 seats in balcony. 

“Shows” will be the only black- 
white telecast from the Colonial, 
but will also participate in color 
experiments. 

Liebman is replacing dance team 
Ross with 
Bambi Linn & Rod Alexander. 
Dave Tebet, who handles Lieb- 
man’s public relations, returns to 


,N. Y. Wednesday (6). 


“Your Show of | 


Latter, a Goth- | 


IN |CBS-TV's NY. Nelsen Sweep: Godfrey 
KF Parlay 2 Shows Into 3 Top Ratings 


* New York area Nielsen ratings 
for the four weeks ending July 12 
gives CBS a clean sweep of the 
Top 10 television shows. While 
CBS Radio for the past few years 
has been in the habit of cornering 
the nationwide Nielsen market, 
this represents a “first time” in 
the TV payoff columns. 

Factor, of course, is the summer- 
time layoff of a flock of the NBC- 
TV “big guns,” such as the Sid 
Caesar-Imogene Coca “Show of 
Shows” and “Colgate Comedy 
Hour,” which are consistent Top 
10 attractions, while, with the ex- 
ception of the one show, “My Lit- 
tle Margie,” all the CBS entries 
in the Top 10 jackpot represent 
regular season fare. These include 
the brace of Arthur Godfrey shows 
(“Talent Scouts” and “Godfrey 
and Friends”), “Big Town,” the 
Pabst fights, “Strike It Rich,” “My 
Friend Irma” and “Racket Squad.” 
Fact that “Margie” winds up in 
the No. 5 spot, despite generally 
critical pannings, is seen reflecting 
the “TV habit” of dialing te a 
favorite channel spot, since “Mar- 
gie”’ is the summer sub for the '52 
season’s champ, “I Love Lucy.” 

In one of those “‘it’s-done-with- 
mirrors” phenomenal Godfrey, 
with two shows, knocks off the 
three top ratings—a feat rendered 
possible by Nielsen through the 
expedient of computing full-hour 
shows on a half-hour basis. Thus 
the Chesterfield-sponsored segment 
of “Godfrey and Friends” hit the 
No. 1 slot with a 30.9, while “Tal- 
ent Scouts” copped No. 2 spot with 
30.6, and the Toni-sponsored seg- 
ment of “Godfrey and Friends” is 
in the No. 3 position with 30.5. For 
good measure, the Pillsbury-bank- 
rolled portion of “Godfrey and 
Friends” winds up in the No. 10 
position with 23.8. 


Top 10 ratings follow: 
Godfrey & Friends (CBS) 
30 


We hace veers fd 
Godfrey's Talent Scouts 

RS eee 
Godfrey & Friends (CBS) 

| Re eer ee ee a #,! 30.5 
Big Town (CBS) ........ 29.6 


My Little Margie (CBS)... .28. 
Pabst Blue Ribbon Bouts 


REM. civ ile Bhat eae vs 28.0 
Strike It Rich (CBS)...... 26.2 
My Friend Irma (CBS).. .26.2 
Racket Squad (CBS)...... 24.5 
Godfrey & Friends (CBS) 

ae ae ee .23.8 





Piazza-Martin’s 
NBC Radio Series 


In one of the initial projections 
of NBC's new integration policy 
for its radio and TV name talent, 
the web has packaged a new half- 
hour musical show for radio co- 
starring Tony Martin and Mar- 
guerite Piazza. Show is tentatively 
slated for a Tuesday night slot 
Starting this fall. Both stars are 
basically TV personalities, Martin 
having been a regular last season 
on “Colgate Comedy Hour” and 
Miss Piazza as the featured soprano 
on “Your Show of Shows.” 


Latter returned last week from 
jan extended tour of Europe, dur- 
jing which she did several radio 
}and TV shows for BBC in London, 
a series of concert dates and some 
radio shows in Rome. She'll be on 
| “Show of Shows” for 33 out of the 
|39 weeks this year, taking off in 
January for concert and opera 
hookings in Italy. She leaves for 
California today (Wed.) for a short 
stay before starting her radio and 
|TV activities for NBC. 


| ABC Gets UHF Affiliate 


| Ultra high frequency outlet, 
WSBA-TV, York, Pa., has been 
inked as an affiliate of ABC-TV, 
| bringing the web's station lineup 
to 65. WSBA-TV will be in the 
| ABC fold effective Nov. 1. 





| 
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Mickelson on Politico Coverage: 
‘Next Time Things'll Be Different 


By BOB STAHL 
If the networks had to do the 
political conventions over again, 
they’d do them_ differently from a 


programming point of view. That's 
the opinion of Sig Mickelson, CBS- 


TV news and public affairs chief, | 


who supervised the entire conven- 
tion setup for his network and alsa 


was one of the chief web execs in| 
working out and supervising the | 


pool coverage. 

Already looking ahead to the 
1956 conventions on the basis of 
what has been learned this year, 
Mickelson said the nets will un- 
doubtedly trim the actual cover- 
age, chopping off big segments of 
the straight gab sessions. Public 
had a taste of full and complete 
coverage this year, he pointed out, 
and ratings proved that they didn't 
watch it all. As a@ result, he said, 
the nets will probably confine their 
coverage to only the highlights in 
1956, which would include the 
business sessions alone. Among 
the segments which Mickelson 
would eliminate is the Tuesday 
afternoon gabfest, which at the 
Demo conclave was filled entirely 
by women politicos making their 
speeches. 

While TV, in order to cover only 
the highlights, will probably be 
forced to moniter the entire con- 
vention so as to know when to cut 
in. Mickelson said that job will be 
much simpler in 1956 than it would 
have been this year. With the mad 
scramble for single-station and two- 
station markets this year, he point- 
ed out, the networks were forced 
to provide full programming for 
all their stations to keep them 
happy. By ’56, he said, the num- 
ber of new stations taking the air 
will give each net a firm, solid net- 
work. As a result, he declared, it 
won't be necessary to worry from 


one half-hour to the next about how | 


to program them. 
‘Not Even Invented Yet’ 


Mickelson is looking forward to 
considerable technological improve- 
ment by °56 which, he said, should 
make the job of coverage much 
simpler and the end result much 
better. He cited such innovations 
this year as NBC’s walkie-peepie 
camera and the same web’s cruis- 
ing disaster truck, neither of which 
could be used to full advantage. 
Four years from now, he said, all 
the bugs in such new devices will 
be worked out and, in addition 
there will undoubtedly be a num- 
ber of other devices which haven't 
even been invented yet. 

As an example of the type of 
coverage which the TV webs should 
concentrate on in ’56, Mickelson 
cited the way CBS handled the 
pickup of President Truman leav- 
ing the Washington airport for 

(Continued on page 36) 


Shriner Likely - 





For Allen Spot 


With Fred Allen under doctor's | 
to work until ai least 
the first of the vear. Herb Shriner 
looms as the most likely contender 


orders not 





+ 
+ 
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Flako’s N.Y. Spot Drive 


Flako Products, for its piecrust | 
and biscuit mixes, has bought the | 
| 12-spots-per-week plan on WCBS- 
TV, CBS-TV’s N. Y. flagship, under 
| which itis entitled to a 45% dis- 
count. Deal was signed for a 13- 
week run, starting Monday (11). 

Flako is the seventh advertiser 
| to sign on for the special discount 
plan. 





‘Suds Flow Again 


On PittRadio-TV 
As Strike Ends 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 

Town's cnly teevee channel, 
| WDTV, and all of the radio stations 
|in town breathed a sigh of relief 
|last week when strike at Pitts- 
| burgh’s three leading breweries, 
| Duquesne, Fort Pitt and Pitts- 
burgh, finally came to an end after 
| more than three months. Beer com- 
| panies have long been AM’s and 
later TV's biggest accounts, and 
they've been taking a beating since 
walkout began in mid-April. 

While broadcasters in the main 
continued to play ball with the 
breweries, agreeing to hold the 
choice time they had regularly 
held open for them, just 10 days 
ago WDTV had finally delivered an 
ultimatum that they'd have to pick 
up their old slots by Sept. 1, or 
would see them sold elsewhere. In 
the light of developments shortly 
after that, the ultimatum was un- 
necessary. 


Agencies handling beer people 
got to work immediately after 
unions voted to go back and within 
48 hours, practically all of the pro- 
grams which had been dropped 
for the duration were back on the 
air again. 

Cost of long strike to radio and 
teevee was staggering, and news- 
papers likewise took it on the chin. 
Plenty of personalities who man 
mikes and TV cameras exclusively 











for the breweries also had a tough 
time of it. 


NBC Attorneys Advise 
Tex M’Crary Lay Off 
Until After Elections 


Tex McCrary will not be permit- 
ted to rejoin his wife, Jinx Falken- 
burg, on their radio and TV shows 
via WNBC areal WNBT, N. Y., until 
after Election Day. McCrary had 
wanted to come back immediately 
after the Republican party conven- 
tion but the NBC attorneys felt 
| that, as an active campaigner for 
| Dwight D. Eisenhower, the Repub- 
|lican nominee, he might be consid- 
|ered too partial a personality and 
decided it would be wiser to have 
him remain off the air until the 
election is decided. 

McCrary and Miss Falkenburg, 

















for his emcee spot on NBC-TV's | with their two children, left over 
upcoming “Two for the Money” |the weekend for a month's vaca- 
quizzer. Possibility still exists,/tion in Bermuda (she has taped 


however, that Old Gold, which had 
signed to sponsor Allen, may jetti- 
scn the entire package in favor of 


a different program. 


Allen is now recuperating from 


the combination virus attack-over 
dose of sunshine which he sufferec 
during a vacation in Massachu 
Setts 


for awhile. If “Money” goes aheac 
With Shriner. who is the per 


sonality that William Morris office 


Because of his chronic high 
blood pressure, however, his medi- 
cos have ordered him to lay off 


enough shows in advance to permit 
them to stay away that long). 
| They're due back about Sept. 1. 
|He also has been tapped again 
to produce the “Star Night” show, 
| super-benefit for the Long Island 
| Industries Assn., which is slated for 
| Belmont Park, N. Y.,.Sept. 7. Mrs. 
| Alfred G. Vanderbilt is chairman- 
|ning the event, for which some 30 
|top stars have already been lined 
1, up, 








| 
is pushing for the job, it’s not | ANAS t A 1M 
determined whether Allen will re- | e S nnua eet 
piace liim when he’s able to work Annual meeting of the Assn. of 
again ‘ National Advertisers will be held 
Show had been scheduled to go at the Hotel Plaza, N.Y., Sept. 29- 
on 1 with Allen in the emeee | Oct. 1. 
Post and the comedian had _ previ- Wesley I. Nunn, ANA chairman 
Ously cut a kinescope audition with | and.wad manager of Standard Oil of 
the _ Mark Goodson-Bill Todman Indiana. said that the program 
-_ sp ketene .. am riner takes committee will he headed by Harry 
rt ae pads : + the show Deines, ad manager for Westing- 
ef Rage i : “9 _— ver starred house, and William Smith, ad di- 
I Mu r Cluett-Pea- rector for Thomas J Lipton. A 


body last season on ABC TV. 


ibanquet will be held on Sept. 30 





U-I Film Rights Cancel 
-WOR-TV Performance 
Of ‘Forest’, Forcing Sub 


Wrangle over rights to Lillian 
Hellman’s “Another Part of the 
Forest” forced cancellation of its 
airing on WOR-TV, N. Y., last 
Thursday (31) a few days. before 
the tele program was to start (4). 
in a last minute scramble, pro- 





ducer Warren Wade _ substituted 


trude Tonkonogy. 

Wade’s “three-cornered” prob-| 
lem started, he said, when he paid | 
for the “Forest” rights-on July 23 
and contracted with the Samuel 
French Co. for the Hellman play. 


He signed Gloria McGehee and 
Frederic Tozere for the leads. | 
On Thursday, Wade said, Miss} 


Hellman’s lawyers served him no- 
tice French has no right to repre- 
sent her in handling any contracts 
for the play, and threatened an in- 
junction. 

Jacob Greenfield, lawyer for 
French, said that Wade had asked 
French for the live TV rights and 
that French queried Miss Heilman, 
who said go ahead. French con- 
sequently arranged the terms and 
Wade took this as the green light, 
Greenfield said. 

Subsequently, when French sub- 
mitted a written memo to Miss 
Hellman, they got a reply, after a 
week’s delay, that under her agree- 
ment with Universal-International 
she has no right to release the 
property to tele until 1953. Her 
lawyers and French’s Hollywood 
office both had tried to pry the 
rights from U-1, but were turned 
down flatly. 

Wade had _ said, when he 
launched the cross-the-board “re- 
peat performance” show, that he 
would be able to get properties 
which have been tied to film com- 
panies, since it’s for local beaming 
and a kinescope recording isn’t 
made. David Fogelson, of Schwartz 
& Frolich, Miss Hellman’s attor- 
neys, said that sales of rights to the 
pic company “forbid a perform- 
ance by living actors during the 
restricted period.” 


Kintner's Coup 


On Kellogg Biz 


ABC-TV has snagged Kellogg’s 
cereal for a half-hour weekly spon- 
sorship on its “Super Circus” kid 
show. Kellogg’s will back the first 
half-hour, 5-5:30 p.m., on Sundays. 

Meanwhile the cereal outfit has 
cancelled out on its ‘Tom Corbett. 
Space Cadet” show, which was in 
the Monday-Wednesday-Friday slot 
at 6:30-6:45 p.m. It’s a big feather 
in the cap of ABC prexy Robert 
Kintner that Kellogg’s was inked 
for “Suver Circus.” since a couple 
of months back NBC topper Niles 
Trammell came back from a Bat- 
tle Creek session with the “Tom 
Corbett” series supnosedly in 
NBC’s bag and ABC-TV presum- 
ably out $1,000,000 annually in 
Kellogg billings. 

Figuring in ABC’s retaining Kel- 
lovg coin was*its abiliiy to deliver 
a lineup of 15 stations for “Super 
Circus,” which remained on the 
air during the hiatus season. com- 
pared with about 10 NBC-TV could 
clear for “Corbett,” which was 
slated for the 7 p.m. slot thrice 
weekly. Another influence is the 
fact that Leo Burnett. which re- 
cently took over all Kellogg bill- 
ings (with Kenyon & Eckhardt 
agency resigning its half of the 
account). has the Mars account on 
“Circus,” with experience in the 
show’s pulling power. 

“Corbett” is handled by Music 
Corp. of America. 


WLW’s ‘Fair Time’ 


- 
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Army-Navy Grid Classic Windup 


————, 


For NCAA-NBC 12-Game TV Package 


+ 
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Decker on Deck for Gls 


Frankfurt, Germany, July 30. 
Lt. Tom Decker, former sports 


‘director at WNEB, Worcester, | Safety Razor, which b 
“Three Cornered Moon” by Ger-| Mass., is the-“‘Voice of the Major! annual service 
| Leagues’ 


to GIs of the European | 
Command. 

Using sound disks, Decker re-| 
creates three major league ball | 
games every week over the Armed 
Forces Radio Network. In the fall 
he'll do grid games. 


lowa B’casters In 
Blast at College's 
TV Com'l Move-In 


Des Moines, Ia., Aug. 5. 

Iowa Broadcasting Assn. last 
week called for “reasonable termi- 
nation” of -WOI-TV at Iowa State 
college, Ames, as a commercial sta- 
tion. In a resolution adopted at 
the second annual convention the 
broadcasters protested operating 
methods of WOI-TV, originally de- 
signed as an educational television 
station. The resolution-said com- 
mercial activities of the station con- 
stituted unfair competition and im- 
proper use of the taxpayers’ money 
and copies of the resolution are to 
be sent to state officials, including 
the presidents of Iowa State col- 
lege and the State University of 
Iowa, congressmen and the FCC. 
The resolution asked that the 
president of Iowa State college be 
called on to state publicity the 
future plans to the station regard- 
ing “continuance of their com- 
mercial operations.” At present 
WOI-TV carries programs that in- 
clude paid advertising. 

The association, composed of 
most of TIowa’s radio stations, 
earlier had discussed the advertis- 
ing policy of WOI-TV. Aside from 
Davenport, there is at this time no 
other television station except the 
Ames station within Iowa’s borders. 
A number of television station ap- 
plications are pending. 

William B. Quarton, general man- 
ager of station WMT, Cedar Rapids, 
told the association that Iowa radio 
stations are forced to compete with 
their own tax dollars. He said, 
“We're going to have to take this 
to the state board of education and 
to the legislature and we're going 
to have to say, ‘if you were a 
clothier how would you like to have 
a government-owned store on the 
same street with you, competing 
with you and operating on a non- 
profit basis?’ ” 


WCAU-TV Turns 2-Week 
Convention ‘Stage-Wait’ 
Into Clinic for Staffers 


Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 

WCAU-TV production men put 
to use the idle time made avail- 
able through the lull in local pro- 
gramming during the political con- 
ventions by staging a series of 
clinics and critical and rehearsal 
— on TV production meth- 
ods. 


Idea for the practice sessions was 
suggested to WCAU management 
by Alan Bergman, staff director, 
and met with instant approval. All 
WCAU-TV facilities were put at 
the disposal of crew men for the 
two-week period. 


New ideas presented by directors 














Cincinnati, Aug. 5. 
| 
|plementing its longtime 
|of support for county and state 
fairs in a four-state area with a 
new “Fair Time” program this sea- 
son. Set up by William P. Robin- 
son, Crosley vice president, the 
special airings publicize fairs and 
their educational, 
tertainment values. 

The 50,000 watter’s 
Farm Hour” 
the Ohio State Fair in Columbus 
Aug. 25. Similar coverage will be 


devoted to the Indiana and Ken- 
tucky state fairs in September, 


WLW’s farm department is sup- | 
program | 


cultural and cn- | provement. 


“Everybody's | television, said the rehearsal and 
will originate from! practice periods would be contin- 


and crew members were audi- 
tioned for possible inclusion in 
programming activities; junior pro- 
duction men were given the op- 
portunity to study, practice and 
experiment under the guidance of 
senior staffers, and production 
, techniques on all programs on the 
| Station’s present schedule were re- 
/examined with a view toward im- 


| Charles Vanda, v.p. in charge of 


‘ued whenever possible and would 


NBC-TV’s National 
Athletic Assn. football package 
this year will include the Army. 

avy game as the season’s fj 


Collegiate 


Ni Nale, 
it’s been revealed. It had priginay 
ly been thought that Gillette 


ankrolled the 
team’s classic last 
year under a separate dea, would 
repeat for-the 1952 season. In ite 
presentation to the NCAA, which 
won it the football rights severa) 
weeks ago, NBC suggested that ite 
schedule also include the Army. 
Navy game and, since both schools 


are NCAA members, the athletic 


association swung the game to 
NBC. 
With its schedule now com. 


pleted, NBC is near a dez! with 
one of several interested sponsors 
to pick up the tab for the entire 
p..ckage of 12 successive Saturday 
afternoon games. Web has figured 
out the total cost at slightly over 
$2,500,000. If no single bankroller 
vas found who could afford the 
entire package, NBC would have 
looked for several advertisers to 
bay in on a participating basis. 
Web execs said this week, however, 
that two or threé single sponsors 
are interested and that a deal 
should be nacted with one of them 
by the end of the week. 

It’s believed unlikely that Gil- 
lettle is one of those involved. De- 
spite the razor firm’s constant as- 
sociation with sports on TV, the 
package price on the football 
games is reportedly too high, in 


view of Gillette’s other video 
activities, including the Friday 
night fights on NBC, the World 


Series pick. ps, the All Star base- 
ball games, etc. Razor firm also 
sponsors the same three packages 
on radio. 

Under the NCAA football plan 
this year, there willbe no black- 
out Saturdays such as occurred last 
year. In addition to the complete 
schedule of major games, each of 
the 63 stations carrying the pack- 
age will have the right to bypass 
the network pickup to air one 
game of particular local or regional 
interest during the season. Station 
can sell this game to a local spon- 
sor. 


Doan Exits WCBS: 
To Hooper as VP. 


Expansion of its lineup of rating 
services and personnel reorganiza- 
tion is in the works at C. E. 
Hooper, Inc. As part of the re- 
shuffle, appointment of three vee- 
pees ‘vas announced yesterday 
(Tues.) with Richard K. Doan, for 
the past two and a half years pro- 
gram director for WCBS-TV, New 
York key of CBS-TV, joining the 
nose-counting outfit as v.p. I 
charge of its service to tele sta- 
tions. Doan, former VARIETY 
staffer, moves over Aug. 18, date 
when Hooper returns from vaca 
tion. 

Replacement for Doan at CBS 
has not yet been selected, but his 
successor will probably take the 
post by the end of the month. 

Also upped to veepee by Hooper 
are Nadine E. Miller and W. Bruce 
McEwen. Miss Miller will keep 
her press-public realtions director 
ship, and will take charge of sub- 
scriber relations for advertisers and 
ad agencies’ time-buying depart 
ments. McEwen, for several years 
an account executive for agency and 
bankroller subscribers, will be ¥P. 
over the service to AM and TV 
spenders and agencies. 


‘AMERICAN MUSIC HALL’ 
AS ‘STOP MUSIC’ SUB 








Replacement for “Stop the Mur 
sic” on ABC radio will be “Amer 
ican Music Hall,” which will take 
ithe 8-9 p. m. Sunday spot sts! ing 
Aug. 17. es al 

Pop music stanza will ‘atu! 
Larry Douglas, currently !" —_ 
and I” on Broadway, as ‘'"f" 
emcee, and Eileen Barton, ! rid 
and recording (“If I Knew You 


Were Coming”) star. Glenn OsseF 
will conduct the orch with ABC \ P: 





be made an integral part of the 
training and advancement of pro- 
| duction personnel, 






; ire ] 1 

Paul Whiteman being featu! rae 
two production numbers 0” er 
show. For these special it¢ fr 
ces. 


orch will be expanded to 40 | 
Joe Graham will direct the « 


er 
be 
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: an Davis Sweepstak BBC's $50,000,000 Revenue Ain't H 
y, 
: The Joan Davis Sweepstakes (SF TS SERIES (If $ 200,000,000 Nevenue Ain t Hay 
e 
e . ications, the Joan Davis “hot kine” looks like one s > 
-om all indications, : ; 
, Py hot items on the upcoming TV agenda. Already two agencies or a Oll- mmercia ration 
d d their respective clients are in a hassle as to “who got there first 
“ os insisting on recognition of their option priorities. NBC-TV 
: pena sits back smiling—the Davis situation comedy heads : London, Aug. 5. 
il snatawalh ‘ Series of new programming pro}-| ¥ . Despite BBC's continuing : to 
8 Clients involved in the competitive tussle are General Electric ects which he expects will make | Vick Back Into Radio shun commercial radio and TV in 
4 (Appliance Division, represented by Young & Rubicam), and the his station the most internationally- | se : c : favor of an all-sustaining route, the 
: Chrysler auto outfit (Ruthrauff & Ryan). Which one winds up flavored in the country will be; Vick Chemical, after some time) government - subsidized network 
; ith the show is speculative, although it’s said that Chrysler has launched soon by Ted Cott, veepee- Out of the radio picture, Is coming | grosses almost as much each year 
F the edge, because GE only wants an alternate-week ride and {general manager of WNBC, the| back with a five-minute weekly/as most of the major American 
Ch ysler is willing to go weekly. NBC radio web’s N. Y. flagship.| newscast on Mutual, Sundays at/ nets. Latest BBC balance sheet 
- . For vears Miss Davis was a top Hooper favorite in radio, when Cott, who lined up the new shows | 4:55 p.m. Stanza is slated to start| shows the system drawing annual 
h she was carrying the Sealtest banner Thursdays on NBC. In during his recent trip to Europe, | Sept. 21. _ ’ ' revenue of about $50,000,000, in 
s recent years she’s been an in-and-outer on AM. Those who have listed the projects as an “overseas| Agency is Morse International. addition to a net profit of close to 
™ “auditioned” it, however, say the TV kine projects her visual hometown newspaper of the air,” | $3,000,000 it earns from the vari- 
y comedics back into the bigtime. an international disk jockey show | ‘ ’ ous publications it turns out for its 
d OOO cae and a full-length playback via tran- | listeners. iat dees Sa 
“ cee ° scription of some of the best BBG a Cllr our ae aoe ono. year, oe 
x dramatic programs. grossed = £12,000,000, or a es 
; 36,000,000 fees, which are 
~ W0- ay as tar: 0- as ] e0 “Radio today needs new ideas to ‘ $: i pet - ' ous, , i 
+: reinvigorate it and to cut down that ape eee a tag sddition, 
. : : : setsnotinuse’ figure.” Cott point | OY NAGIO a sag satenek: doaeet saeiee ae 
om 'ed out, “and that’s what we hope | - ” 
re To Be i Full Stride by Next July to accomplish with these shows.” | mer - — yer: mee ete 
ve: He said, moreover, that too many way Of a subdsi oo . gove 
al 1 : hev’r ania ment for its overseas transmissions, 
ocal stations, even though they're oul ll @ @ Actes pat ~ sulle ¢ 
m Holiywood, Aug. 5. + looking for that “something new,” which Soe ee Pe the U.S. 
' isi networks , wee : nee ~ vr State Dept.’s Voice of America. 
yee venging tae See tions on Heatter’s 5-Year Pact ge sagen gy gr < ag hg Any sponsor can buy “Original| profit free the publications was 
- obs g oe as vane con- outside the range of their vane Amateur Hour” as a half-hour CBS derived from paid advertising 
: on ony Nand Los Angeles will| William Fineshriber, Jr., Mutual | mitters for Pree: then | Radio package for only $1,000 this | space. BBC is not permitted to sell 
necting N.Y. a iderably easier | ©Xe¢ veepee, has inked Gabriel|an internationally ‘flavored show year, if he also will take the re-|time on the air but does sell ad- 
- find the going considerably eshten & » Svenenr teat T % ‘ 
all July 1, 1953. American Tele-|*¢atter to a new five-year pact, maining open half-hour of the CBS | vertising in its sheets, which ac- 
in » at ‘& Telegraph will have in| Picking up the option two years video “Amateur” show. That’s the | counted for another £ 1,000,000. 
€0 Section sufficient relay circuits |>efore his old contract Ray toto Cott Hot for Tots deal set up by Remack Enterprises, 
opera s ° | i iv S ; 1S. i ; : “ ” 
oe to carry a full complement of net- innuas N. Y. kids struggling over | packagers of “Amateur Hour” for . ¢ 
= work shows In either eige 0 ») Heatter is doing 8:55 a.m. and a their French grammar i Video version of the show, which 0 rey & Ops, 
5 that time, according to John K. 7:30-7:43 p.m. strips soon have a chance to learn oTv s 4 ens 
Is ; 6 ’ : . a. Ss. : by listening to radio goes on CBS-TV Saturdays fro 
0 West, NBC's Coast veepee. the lingo by g 6:30 to 7:30 p.m., is selling at $11,- ‘ 
ses Second interconnecting line from disk jockey shows. Idea is a 0 7: A. 2 ee eae : 
, ri de available ; ject of Ted Cott, 500 per half-hour. old, 
N.Y. to L.A. will be made new pet project o - NBC-TV last 
an service by the end of this year, an S veepee-general manager of | Sponsored it on - ast year, ’ e 
| el bei i ® ~ , oe , |has already ordered the second 
ck- the phone company ‘has advised WNBC, the NBC web's key ; ; 
ast West. By next summer, it’s esti-|. N. Y. outlet. half-hour segment weekly oa ne Arthur Godfrey, who announced 
ele mated that three eastbound lines ° Cott, who just returned from der Remack’s deal ee ae Ft. “ on the air recently that, upon his 
of and two westbound lines will be in 0 or a time a European trip, said the most | Show stays there only i e we) |return in September from a 
ck- rati Th ill also be an- opular tunes now being | Succeeds in selling the opening|month’s vacation, he would no 
ass cyeer link slong the Coast by year’s shaped in France are Ameri- |S¢sment as well. Radio and TV /jonger do a Friday morning CBS 
me d. New circuits are expected to can songs with French lyrics. | Versions will not constitute a simul-| broadcast but henceforth confine 
pee cast, so that the bankroller buying | himself to four days a week, told 
nal ke available more  topflight - - As a result, he plans to build , : , umself , 
ion iam from both coasts, thereby a deejay show around such | the open TV eve nye will ho ae his audience last week that he was 
sj ' ‘ ai aini to get a completely separate half-| sorry, he didm’t mean it and that it 
on- ‘ing the web’s current neces- songs this fall, retaining the ‘ , 
omy yay: ftheirshows.| Bob Hope as a cross-the-board pena lyrics. And since that | hour radio show for that $1,000) was all a mistake. When he re- 
sity for spot OOKINg O e i h | afternoon attraction on radio looms ld be French in its native plus, of course, his time charges. turns next month, it’ll still be on a 
peeing ME pn tye ye the immediate horizon, with| j4,. é t th CBS Radio program execs have | five-times-a-week basis. 
.. inet aly oa or a tin ee General Foods, via Young & Rubi- med of isiestion 6 teeee not decided yet where to slot the Apparently Godfrey had forgot- 
show cou S, - ee dng! ea ic 
); iPhones in See deedion be-|cam agency, currently in negotia- mend the deejay show as part = re eee wae ha ve oF ae poh 
tween N.Y. and L.A. As a result,|tion with the comic for a fall tee-| of the prescribed course of | $94: execs, who ~y 2 hy =e -" ~ 
the four webs w f d to rely | off. Decision will depend on study in the N. Y. school sys- ideas on t e sul ject as to ho 
e iour wens Ware Sanee . y many days Godfrey should broad- 
heavily on kinescopes for shows | Whether Hope wants to work an tem. BRUCE COLLIER SET ae. a 
. ccanetione haa a oe ogo po is te & Age = h ‘te re It was all a misunderstanding on 
mo geen Pe Bone 5 thet video. aihiei can be of community service if it AS WINX GEN MGR. Godfrey's part, who, it's reported, 
rw — penn 6 Rade expectes All Deal it’s understood, would give| contains a local angle,’”’ he said, ° had been told by his lawyer and 
4 gs eaeea ten ae, GF an option on Hope’s TV serv-| and WNBC, with its new programs, Memphis, Aug. 5. business manager that, after so 
at hey ‘seen hg enenaneyl ~ ices, but this would require some|will thus attempt to “cover N. Y.; Bruce Collier has resigned his|many years of service with CBS, 
a lieve ers Demeves, 25% “* ceosiving in view of the fact that| wherever N. Y. may be.” | post here as commercial manager|he was in a position to ease off. 
-— my the nets will continue to Hope is already committed to a| First project, the international of WHHM to move into the general |The CBS high command, on the 
day aa mt kines on some of their number of appearances on the| newspaper, is to comprise a series, manager slot of WINX, Washing-| other hand, thought differently. 
nad — NBC-TV “Comedy Hour.” of taped news reports on New York- ton, D.C. indie. Richard Eaton, : - 
oes Move has deep significance to! ers abroad, or interviews with some | owner-operator of the Washington CBS Sifts Alternatives 
‘the the trade, with its “double feature” |of them recorded ie the spot. | outlet and my ag ser hn : 
i cts j ighttime per-| These are to be edited down into a Broadcasting Co., which operates ° he 
“a elbach Preps pont ul pt dasa g Bene a weekly, half-hour show which will! WANT, Richmond, WARK, Hagers- On Bucking NBC TV $ 
on 6 ingly ‘competitive daytime radio|preem in the Saturday 12 noon to’ town and WSID, Baltimore an- . F ball P k 
date , ° sweepstakes (where the ratings are| 12:30 slot within the next month. | nounced Collier’s new post. Prize oot ac age 
vi noo S ries gradually climbing up to the night-|In London, Cott said, the taping’ Before coming here, Collier CBS-TV may attempt to take 
“ | Tine level), and a major client! will be handled by NBC chief Rom- served as — mr sa ~— aout "ak ann ‘ootball a” enee 
ey Fone | ’ Mi . “tri . . ; ; . s-|°* 
CBS Dee Engelbach assumes the stat- | such as GF pouring additional — ~ ee ee eee oll . mney Ree from NBC-TV this fall by program- 
ceria ee a eee teen, [oom ee Certs secre ae Tv /ment editor of the Paris edition of | more than 200 indie stations to the | Ming its own grid games on Sat- 
the Working in both radio and tele-| night, where the inroads ine | the N. Y. Herald-Tribune, will | now defunct LBS web. He also was|Urday afternoon. While NBC has 
vision, and his initial assignment | are so much more pronounced. cask tha Wecke, Geet. Galt dius |aamemeunies aan ar ee eka exclusive on college games via 
a a ger the “Baby Snooks” show also to cover Rome in the same las, and during World War II, ly — ja “aa Bo 
— bo the ground. (NBC recently HARRINGTON AXED IN way, adding that in each case, in| served as production chief of — “ ssability of ishing ml 
keep ay the rights to the property t order to give the show as much Armed Forces Radio Service and | ing a. : es gtd eee a 
ctore Pars AM-TV from the estate 7-TV FORMAT SWITCH. 0ca! coloring as possible, the! aided in establishing Mosquito loca ——> a as "ae 
yo “ge late Fannie Brice.) WJ i | Americans abroad will be identi-| Army web in South Pacific. Rey tena ce the Son: cneeiee 
ae salle apes Ra of y= wen — Bill Harrington, who has been | fied with names, addresses, etc. He onccen mee , 
rede a version , ; aily cross-| pl also to include interviews “ a . : 
years Will be evoly : doing an hour or more dai ly ¢ plans ‘ . Web execs are also huddling on 
, and Burke prt ea with Carolyn the-board for WJZ-TV, N. Y., is be-| with American service men Sta- | Ruppert S Budget Shift the possibility of programming 
vp George ey saa hs ro. ing cancelled after the Aug. 29\tioned in Germany, Tokyo and ; some type of entertainment shows 
ee: two of the writ : ason’s | airing. Reason is that program | Korea. P | To Bill Leonard [Ver opposite the NBC football games. 
se as riters on last season’s | “. ‘ants to insert » Stints | ; : - gga 
Big Show,” take over the script-| director Hal Hough wants to insert | Air Express Deejay he CBS-TV web picking| itd alternative for CBS, it was 
ng assignment P*lan adventure series in the -early As for the international deejay With the a poy A g pointed out, is for the web to re- 
’ " nook <i a evening block Harrington has been how. Cott has arranged with UP the Tuesday night at 10:30 slot main dark Saturdays until the NBC 
LL leadows, vet Mar Audrey filling with songs, chatter and/Si% © dents in countries | Starting Aug 26 for a series of paid games are completed. Web expects 
mY nh : Whether ell neve 3 three-minute tunepix. Specific ac-) NBC Corpesges , | political broadcasts by the Demo- to decide on one of the three possi- 
SUB to be de ma renee Se: Gee tion programs haven't been select-| (Continued on page 36) | cratic party, Ruppert’s beer, which | bilities within the next few weeks. 
pene ed as yet. had been bankrolling “Candid |Last season, CBS was programming 
- Harrington's bowout isn’t related FACENDA’S WIP EXIT Camera” in that period in the local | football games in color opposite 
— Stu tB to his recently being pacted by) ,N. Y. area only, may swing its ad | NBC's NCAA package. 
take ar uchanan AM-TV WNEW, Gotham radio indie, for a AFTER 17-YEAR RUN budget into the Bill Leonard seg- | - 
rting ; noon-hour strip, Hough said. Lat- ment of Six O'Clock Report. GEO y DENNY NOW 
‘ure Head for McC-E In Cleve. ter feels adventure may prove a Philadelphia, Aug. 5. Both “Camera _and ‘Report cas! » we 
in stronger audience lure than tunes.| y,,, Facenda, veteran newscas- aired over CBS-TV, the MENTATOR 
King Ri a Cleveland, Aug. 5. | ‘ter and commentator for WIP, has video web’s key N. Y. outlet. COAST COM 
nging of the AI ‘uchanan, onetime head | TV resigned after 17 years with the CBS network had previously sold | eet pow & 
tery wth °C script department, has Sheaffer Pen Into station to freelance. the Tuesday night time to Sealy | aiedaga Ut, Meier shane ye 
You dire Polnted radio-TV program | 5 "Spotted periodically on TV dur- Mattress, starting after the elec-| George V. Denny st ahete ami 
Ysser aetna of the local McCannr- | d Chicago, ne ‘ts | in "he last three years, Facenda tions in November, meaning that | week series of ees KECA-TV 
4 in Malley rp cnareneins Senet) W. A. Groeten Ese - fall “ alsecsatiy received an offer to extend , “Camera” will not return to the|interviews on ‘ thing outfit For 
aalibes tha ey who was upped to v.p. in| network tele debut next fa 7 ” Gat | hi television activities from, air. “Report” is a 15-minute news, sponsored by a ¢ nr sae Be “Town 
each nee of the office. | special campaign on NBC-TV's Sat- WCAU-TV _feature story and sports show aired|17 years he = - ae 
the recte nanan has been producer-di-| urday night “Show of et Gecte Disagreement with his WIP em-  cross-the-board from 6 te 6:15 p.m., Meeting of aad ser Bet re one 
eces. ‘sn the prize-winning “Ohio. Firm, through Russel M. et | slevers over the bid from the rival | with Leonard holding down the | He is = s fame Wrekoff 
sini Oldh: Assisting him will be Art| agency, has bought into the Ming | non nied led Facenda to hand in middle segment with his feature | brought with ao A. ae ’ 
Ohio me ho’ll be account exec for | 9:30 segment for identities on Oc "| senignation as staff announcer. | story. jwho produces . 


| Telephone Co. 4, Nov. 1 and Dec. 13. 
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TV DINNER DATE 
With John Wingate, emcee; Harry 

Wismer; Sylvan Levin orch 
Producers: Lewis Freedman 
30 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 6:30 p.m. 
Participating 
WOR-TV, New York 

“Repeat performance” concept 
of WOR-TV, N.Y., which the indie 
has found an economical approach 
to production and talent costs, was 
extended this week with “TV Din- 
ner Date” and “Music and Silhou- 
ette.” Two stanzas are in the 6:30- 
7:30 p.m. span, ahead of the “Broad- 
way TV Theatre,” thus giving view- 
ers a solid two-and-a-half hours of 
a “night out at home.” 

While the concept has its points, 
the execution flopped. First of the 
two new shows, “TV Dinner Date,” 
was a formless, pointless catchall. 
It started with Sylvan Levin con- 
ducting the orch in “Say It With 
Music” and “Estralita,” then cut to 
newscaster John Wingate who gave 
some headlines, returned to the 
windjammers for another tune and 
then switched to sportscaster Har- 
ry Wismer. From left field there 





MUSIC AND SILHOUETTE 

With Whittemore & Lowe, Los 
Chicos, Gaii Meredith, Lawrence 
Weber 

Producers: Wade, Lola 
Montez 

Director: Lewis Freedman 

30 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 7 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WOR-TV, New York 


Warren 





came a talent hunt for a “Miss 
Channel Nine” with three young 
gals participating. Naomi Klair, 
betraying a touch of first-nightitis, 
offered an inhibited warbling of 
“Gypsy In My Soul;” Susan Dean 
monologged a quick excerpt from 
the old play, “It’s a Boy;” and 
Neile Adams did a sexy Afro- 
Cuban terp, latter being the most 
potent item on the talent competi- 
tion. 

Wingate is an excellent ad lib 
newsman, and can be an affable 
host, but it may not be too good 
an idea to have the same man 
handling both assignments. Wis- 
mer’s sportspiel was overlong, ram- 
bling and heavy on the cliches. 
His spot was also weighted by plugs 
for Pennsylvania rubber products. 
Having both gabbers in tux seemed 
somewhat out of place, especially 
since the “dinner date” fiction 
wasn’t carried further. 

Levin's baton-wielding is top- 
flight and his 23 men did nicely by 
their numbers, but tunes alone 
aren’t enough to sustain visual in- 
terest. 

Second half-hour, “Silhouette.” 
runs without an emcee. It opened 
with Whittemore & Lowe, solid 
duo-pianists, doing “Lover;” Gail 
Meredith. a fair chirp, doing “Once 
in a While,” followed by Los 
Chicos, guitar-and-vocal trio, in a 
passable Latino number. Latter 
would show to better advantage 
with a more careful selection of 
tunes. Male singer Lawrence 
Weber didn’t project effectively 
with “You're My Girl,” and needs 
a more relaxed, intimate approach. 
Strongest element was Whittemore 
& Lowe, who have a polished key- 
board manner, excellent styling 
and timing and chose both tuneful 
and dramatic items, Yet they were 
overworked with four pieces. 

Miss Meredith was fetching in 
“C’est Si Bon,” and joined Weber 
for an okay duet on “Parlez-Moi 
D'Amour.” 

“Silhouette” was far ahead of 
“Date” in entertainment values. 
Combining both shows into one 
could be a big heln, since it wou!d 
provide greater variety and changes 
but presumably union rates make 
it cheaper to have two 30-minute 
lavouts than one hour-long edition, 
where the individual performers 
would get the hour rather than the 
half-hour fee. 

Camerawork can stand improve- 
ment and _ production. trappings 
were held to the bare cae 

ril. 





AS A MATTER OF FACT 
With Hugh Downs, Prof. E. M. K. 
Geiling, Prof. Robert J. Havig- 
hurst 
Producers - Directors: Ben Park, 
Jules Pewowar 
30 Mins.; Sun, 3:30 p.m., CDT 
Sustaining 
NBC-TV, from Chicago 
“As a Matter of Fact” is another 
teaser slice of gray matter out of 
the NBC-TV “Operation Frontal 
Lobe cupboard. Although the 
slotting of this effort, with a repeat 


indefinite, smacks of a typical hi- 
atus throwaway, it’s appearance, 
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In the absence of the vacation- 
ing Ed Sullivan, Tony Martin filled 
in as the “Toast of the Town” (CBS) 
host Sunday night (3), and the sing- 
er contributed much to the show. 
In the singing department, that is. 
If Martin failed to show the sharp 
pace usually associated with most 
emcees, in the introduction of the 
acts and recitation of the commer- | 
cials, put it down to the fact that 
he makes no pretense at being an 
emcee. But give him a tune and 
he can really belt it out. There is | 
hardly any pop singer around to- | 
day who can stack up with Martin’s | 
great rhythm and ballad style, let} 
alone the voice. | 
Otherwise, this was a _ well-in- 
tegrated, neatly produced and 
lighted show under the supervision 
of Marlo Lewis, who co-produced 
the layout with Sullivan. There 
was, for instance, a coming star in 
Joel Gray, an eccentric young danc- 
ing comic, who was doing a repeat 
on this program. Gray, a slim, ga- 
zelle-like hoofer with obvious bal- 
let training, is a great bet for a 
Broadway musical, a diminutive 
edition of Ray Bolger, with a fair 
singing voice that knows how to 
milk the lyrics out of a comedy. 

Ben Dova, the vaudeville drunk 
standard, with the comedy built 
around the maneuverable lamp- 
post, is still socko for any variety 
show, while the Amin Bros. (2), 
with their novelty foot-balancing, 
are another turn that fits anv vaude 
or TV layout. The latter pairing is 
in the Continental music hall tradi- 
tion, some of their stunts being 
out of the ordinary for acts in the 
acro idiom. 

The comedy weak spot was Bob 
Gentry, a “new” face whose pleas- 
ant delivery was more than offset 
by the fact that he has borrowed 
from the variety standards. A new 
comedian to make his mark on an 
important show such as this must 
have fresh material along with 
basic talent. 

The bill’s opening act. following 
the Martin walk-on vocalistics, was 
the Sten Bros. (4). colored unit 
who socked over with their unison 
and challenge hoofology. They 
were on a mite too long, so was 
that 8:10 commercial. Kahn. 








Jimmy Savo may be “the little 
man who wasn’t there,” but with- 
out him the NBC-TV “All Star 
Summer Revue” would have been 
just another “okay show” last Sat- 
urday (2). The gentle, forlorn buf- 
foon, in one of his rare video ap- 
pearances, proved that the medium 
is his particular meat. Sharing 
the top billing was Jan Murray, 
who punched up his innings with 
contrasting straight comedics and 
situationers. The surrounding 
cast did well by their assignments, 
including vocalist Dorothy Claire, 
ballroomologists Tommy Wonder & 
Margaret Banks, and the acrobatic 
Les Dassie duo. 

Savo’s first entry had him on a 
park bench in delightful bits of 
panto business that segued into 
wistful chatter about his youthful 
dissipation, girlfriend Bridget, and 
the woes of growing up. Then he 
came forth with a smash vocal of 
“If,” Bridget snubbed him and he 
consumed marshmallows like mad 
as the rain came down to the tune 
of “Pagliacci.” It was a salvo Savo 
sequence that only he could carry 
through. 


big-eyed clown gave his particular 
twist to “Black Magic” as a pre- 
cede to his missouts on Hindu 
magic, another deft bit in the 
Savo trough of tricks. The little 
tramp also boffed over a Pet Milk 
plug via “Be My Love.” (Other 
two sponsors are Kellogg’s and 
U. S. Army Reserve.) 

Wonders & Banks displayed in- 
teresting patterns in a pair of 
dance sessions, one with a dummy. 
Wonders’ one-foot spins stood out. 
Miss Claire delivered a humorous 
ditty on “Relatives,” broken up by 
characterizations, and did a fine 
job also on “What Good Is a Gal 
Without a Guy?” Murray had an 
upfront monolog on jury duty in 
which he worked in ‘Max the Ax” 
character and wound the show with 
| Miss Claire in slapstick shenani- 





In his second appearance the | 


3 wie 
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day spree when he thought his 
boss had done him wrong. Vaughn 
Taylor, Margaret Hayes and John 
Newland, the triumvirate of Mont- 
gomery’s summer repertory com- 
pany on this series, led viewers 
through a romp via their standout 
thesping and director Norman Fel- 
ton reined the supporting cast with 
a deft comedic touch, dittoing with 
his fine camera cutting to pace 
the show at a mile-a-minute clip. 

Whether the responsibility be- 
longed to Felton, as_ director; 
Montgomery, as producer, or the 
scripting Ferros, the production 
displayed a super editing job which 
could have done credit to any A- 
budgeted film. Cameras cut 
rapidly from one set to another 
to tie in the various sequences of 
the story and there was never a 
fluff on the cueing. Show also 
relied heavily on racy recorded 
music to help set the pace, and the 
music cueing too went off without 
a hitch. Several novel production 
techniques helped build the com- 
edy, such as having Montgomery 
intro the show by speaking off- 
camera to one of the principals on 
the set, and utilizing pantomime 
in several spots. (Montgomery’s 
voice, too, was recorded, since he’s 
on vacation.) 

In line with the summer stock 
idea, Taylor and Miss Hayes 
starred in the show, while New- 
land, who’s had the top spot in 
other productions, was relegated 
this time to a bit part. Only criti- 
cism to make is that Taylor appar- 
ently is being typed, since his role 
in the opening stanza_ several 
weeks ago (James Thurber’s “Cat- 
bird Seat’) was only a shade off 
the part he played in this one. And 
he’s too good an actor for that. 
He scored solidly in the title role 
as the man who had made the 
house furnishings department of 
the store his entire life for 25 
years and then resented it when 
he thought his employer had for- 
gotten him. Miss Hayes registered 
at every turn as his daughter and 
Newland was good as the store’s 
newly-appointed efficiency expert 
who started Taylor’s troubles. 

Jack Lemmon, as Miss Hayes’ 
fiance, was standout as the top man 
in the supporting cast, each of 
whom rates individual credit. They 
included Marjorie Eaton, Harriet 
MacGibbon, Helen Donaldson, 
Joseph Boland, Harrison Dowd, 
Rock Rogers, Jim McMahon and 
Charles Jordan. Stal. 





Joe E. Brown has taken over the 
host chair on CBS’ “Godfrey’s 
Talent Scouts” while Arthur God- 
frey takes his annual summer 
month’s layoff. It’s a repeat en- 
gagement for the comic with the 
big-mouth trademark and one that 
seems likely to again maintain the 
Nielsen momentum during Mr. 
G.’s_ sabbatical. 

The change of approach is obvi- 
ous and works to the advantage of 
the show’s namesake, although the 
basis for the talent showcasing for- 
mat remains the same. Brown 
works out of the hard-punching 
school of gagsters and puts on his 
specs to read lines, whereas God- 
frey has his low-geared comedics 
down to a science and throws out 
those “ad libs” like they just 
popped into his head. 

Nevertheless, the  pinchhitter 
kept things rolling along at a 
merry pace on the first go (4) and 
impressed with his geniality in 
handling talent reps. 

It’s undoubtedly a tribute to the 
salesman Godrey that the Lipton 
plugs are being run on film dur- 
ing his absence. z 





Worthington Miner’s “Curtain 
Call” offered an intriguing study 
of characters and their intra-re- 
lationships last Friday (1) in 
“Swell Girl,” based on the short 
story by John P. Marquand. The 
novelist, whose studies of the 
proper Bostonians demonstrate 
keen observation of the Back Bay 
crowd, provided adaptor Elizabeth 
Hart with material for a script that 
|/was talky and in which little 
seemed to be happening, but it 
nevertheless proved absorbing be- 
cause of the insight into char 





gans. Aside from his genial de- 
,meanor, Murray showed skillful 
| Mugging elements. Trau. 





Happy but seldom-found-in-TV 





even as a one-timer, shows the web 
is making some effort to fill the 


mold cast up for it by some of its| NBC-TV’s 


more cosmic phrasemakers. 


appearance of such unvarnished 


“educational” offerings 


indicates 


an inching toward the realization 
at programs that are information- 


(Continued on page 36) 


combination of a good script 
| Solidly meshed with a fine cast and 
|top-drawer direction provided a 
socko hour’s entertainment on 
Robert Montgomery 


more importantly, the pA ne | Show Monday night (4). Yarn was 


a light, frothy and purely escapist 
original by Theodore and Mathilde 
| Ferro titled “Mr. Dobie Takes a 
| Powder” and dealt wtih the faith- 
| wh employee of a department store 
who rebelled and went on a one- 


| acter. 
| Story was that of a young mid- 
_west-born lawyer (Charles Cooper) 
;who suddenly left his Boston 
society wife (Victoria Ward). His 
| friend, admirably played by Wen- 
dell Corey, tried to find out why 
;the marriage broke up, a matter 
,of great import to him since he 
_had long been in love with the 
|wife. The reason for the split, 
| Corey discovered, was her snob- 








* 

as a kind of “insurance policy,” 
since he represented the “right 
type,” but by the time her hus- 
band walked out, Corey has seen 
her for the egotistical snob she is. 

Revelation of the “Swell Girl's” 
exploitiveness gave the vehicle its 
punch as a portrait of a social 
snob. The adaptation didn’t have 
the full drama. that might have 
been achieved by showing the 
process of her smothering her hus- 
band’s initiative.. But, even so, it 
was a sensitive teleplay, nicely di- 
rected by John Goetz. Thesping 
was’ effective, with Reginald 
Mason turning in a good perform- 
ance as the senior partner of the 
law firm, with Dorothy Elder and 
Mabel Acker rounding out the 
cast. Settings were lush and at- 
tractive. Bril. 





Ellis Arnall, Office of Price 
Stabilization chief, teamed with 
Gregory Ratoff and regular panel- 
ist with John Kieran on CBS-TV’s 
“Information Please” Sunday 
night (3) to make the stanza one 
of the better aired on the series 
this summer. Former governor of 
Georgia and also former prez of 
the Society of Independent Motion 
Pictutre Producers, Arnall dis- 
played the requisite amount of 
erudition for the literate program, 
as well as a pleasant sense of 
humor and a surprising vocalistie 
ability, used to answer questions 
on song titles. Ratoff, with his 
broad Russian accent and dry wit, 
provided the stanza with much of 
its comedy and Kieran, as the 
panel’s anchor man, chimed in 
solidly. 

Program still suffers from its 
lack of visual interest, despite the 
efforts of producer Dan Golenpaul 
to include more visual questions. 
Despite this drawback, however, it 
has improved quality-wise since its 
preem and might rate a crack at 
a regular season slotting, since it 
has sufficiently more to offer than 
the plethora of panel shows now 
riding the airwaves. One thing 
necessary to get it out of the 
groove of summer packages is 
more production and this could 
undoubtedly be delivered on the 
higher budget that would go with 
a fall and winter scheduling. 

John K. M. McCaffrey subbed 
for vacationing moderator Clifton 
Fadiman Sunday night and, with 
the exception of a few disconcert- 
ing fluffs, filled in capably. At 
one point, he referred to the long- 
time married Kieran as a bache- 
lor and, at the finale, he identi- 
fied one panelist while the camera 
was on another. Red Barber han- 
dled the General Electric plugs in 
his usual affable style. Stal. 





“The Big Payoff,” summer re- 
placement for the Colgate Comedy 
Hour on NBC-TV, is still adhering 
to the 100% giveaway format it 
Started with last June. Whether 
a femme contestant gets the mink 
coat, lingerie, perfume and sundry 
other accessories gives the house- 
wife viewers a collective thrill. 
And that’s what made this show a 
solid daytimer airer. 

But in the 8 to 9 p.m. Sunday 
slot, “Payoff” hasn’t a _ varied 
family appeal. One contestant 
after another, fumbling through 
simple questions and others not so 
simple, makes for dullish enter- 
tainment. Emcee Randy Merriman 
on Sunday’s (3) stanza brightened 
things up a bit with a flow of pat- 
ter and wit.. However, neither his 
contributions nor those of femcee 
Bess Myerson offered much change 
of pace to the inevitable questions, 
the halting answers plus coats, cars 
and plane trips to anywhere in the 
world. Gilb. 





_ CBS-TV’s “Your Lucky Clue,” 
Judging from Sunday night’s (3) 
edition, hasn’t improved much 
Since its launching earlier this 
summer, In as replacement for 
This Is Show Business,” the show 
has the necessary ingredients for 
audience pull via its format of let- 
ting viewers compete with ama- 
teur and pro private eyes in solv- 
ing dramatized crimes. But the 
crimes, as scripted by detective 
story writer Henry Kane, are not 
only obvious but uninteresting, and 
moderator Basil Rathbone, despite 
his thesping experience and iden- 
tity with the Sherlock Holmes 
character, has not yet learned the 
correct technique to handle one 
of these TV panel quizzers, 

Panel Sunday night comprised 
former Brooklyn district attorney 
Burton Turkus and ex-FBI agent 





Herbert Philbrick, as the pros, com- 


| bishness, the way she smothered | Peting against Edward Byron (pro~- 


|his husband’s personality and 


| tried to remake him into a model 
|of Hub upper crust stuffiness. She 
‘subconsciously was keeping Corey 


| ducer of radio-TV’s “Mr. D.A.”’) 


and Joseph Curtin (radio’s “Mr. 


-_— as the amateurs. They 
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Wednesday, August 6, 1959 
a Fain 


MAGGI McNELLIS SHO 
With guests; announcer, Jay Sims 


30 Mins.; » 9:30 p.m 
PICCADILLY CIGARETS 
WJZ-TV, N.Y. ae chs 
(Hilton & Riggio) 
Maggi McNellis, who's be 
busy with a “production” of Se 
own in a several-months’ absen ; 
from TV screens, returned t ne 


Thursday (31) in a hey i%0 
“magazine-of-the-air” stanza, Aan 


her own “production” —her fou 
month-old daughter—was intro. 
duced to viewers via a sti|! Mise 
McNellis (who privately js Mrs. 
Clyde Newhouse) moved into the 
WJZ-TV session with a professional 
meer 
Ithough basically a one-won- 
show, Miss . McNellis crams sq 
much varying material and people 
into the program that it’s wel] 
worth anyone’s time—at least on 
the strength of the opening instajj- 
ment. For time on the initialer wag 
split among ‘“Maggi’s Private 
Wire” (gossip about celebs) 
“Fashion Spotlight,” “This Weex 
in New York,” “Motion Picture 
Page,” “The Theatre,” “Host of the 
Week” and “Feature Page.” 
Through this breezy and jp. 
formative layout, Miss McNellis 
flitted with an almost mechanical 
precision. Whether chatting with 
couturier Ceil Chapman aut 
necklines and waistlines or dis. 
cussing court’ techniques with 
tennistar Maureen Connolly, she 


was red at ease. 
Highlight of “Feature Page,” was 


a studio pick-up of an actual blood 
donation from a _ Consolidated 
Edison employee. Purpose of this 
was to show how easy and pain- 
less it is for the donor to partici- 
pate in the Red Cross’ blood drive, 
But in light of the show’s for 
mat, it appears that  producer- 
editor Norman Baer will have to 
fight off the press agents in weeks 
to come. More or less open plugs 
on the preem were either filmed or 
still inserts of the Hotel New 
Yorker’s ice show and the Sea- 
cliff, L. I., strawhat. Billy Reed 
was on hand in person to puff his 
“Little Club” and choreographer 
Valerie Bettis lost no time in call- 
ing attention to ‘Affair in Trini- 
dad” in which she had a hand. 
Copy for Piccadilly Cigarets, 
which bankrolls, is relatively easy 
to take. Sponsor identification 
centers chiefly around the tagline, 
“smart smokers are switching to 
the filter-type mouthpiece.” Withal, 
“Maggi McNellis Show’ should 
have little difficulty in holding an 
audience, providing the session re- 
mains on an informative level with- 
out too much intrusion from plug 
hunters. Gid. 





MAYOR OF HOLLYWOOD 
With Walter O’Keefe, Lou Crosby, 

Jeanne Dwyer, others; Irvine 

Orton, music 
Producer: Homer Canfie!d 
Director: John B. Lyman, 3d 
Writers: Stanley Davis, Elon Pack- 

ard 
30 Mins.; Tues., Thurs., 7 p.m. 
NBC-TV, from Hollywood ; 

Walter O’Keefe is a vet radio 
performer, quick with.an ad lib 
and facile with handling audience 
participants. As such, it would 
have been thought that he could 
have made the switch into TV with 
little difficulty, but it won't be on 
a show such as this one. Tying In 
with the current political hoopla 
O’Keefe is conducting a mythical 
campaign to be elected mayor 0 
Hollywood but, with the exception 
of an explanation to that effect 
there was no connection between 
the title and the program on the 
night caught (31). It was a pa 
uninteresting interview type, W" 
no format and little sense. 

Just before signing off, - 
nouncer Lou Crosby indicated tha 
O’Keefe henceforth will sper 
his half-hour twice weekly wt 
ducting viewers on a tour of wor 
lywood. That would be — 
more interesting, particularly if he 
could manage to get the NBC - 
eras inside some of the major fi 
studios to show them in action. 
Even though a similar idea !s aes 
being worked by Mike and _— 
(Cobb) Wallace for the N. Y. oe 
via their CBS-TV’s “All Aroun 
the Town” show, O'Keefe pos = 
still draw plenty of viewer vod 
for his canaidacy if he could pu 
the stunt on the Coast. nt 

On show caught, O'Keefe sper 
seven or eight long, long ee 
interviewing a Hollywood weat but 
man. Information was good ot 
the jokes weren't. He later quel. 
tioned a woman who conduc 
beauty salon for dogs, 4 Sout - 
housewife who had parked 
kids on a street bench outside 


studios while she came 10 Peg wn 


the show, another femme 7 
claimed she wrote lyric Poe by 
ete. Strictly radio stuff. CT 


e 
and Jeanne Dwyer, 4 lok 


blonde, helped introduce the ch , 
acters he interviewed, which = 
apparently the only reason stab 
their appearance on-camera. 
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Profs’ Plan Now Seen Key To 


4A’s Merger; 3 


Merger of the five 
snehes of the Associated Actors 


rant ‘ " 
; artistes of America 1S still a pos- 
“ibility, with a mass meeting of 


performers to be held in N. Y. to- 
morrow (Thurs.) at 1 p.m. at the 
Park Sheraton Hotel on the ques- 


tion 
Board of the 4A’s last Friday (1) 


turned down a bid by American | 


Federation of Radio Artists to act 
on its tabled resolution calling for 
approval of a bi-partite AFRA- 
Television Authority welding. Ac- 
tors Equity, Chorus Equity and 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
voted to keep the resolution tabled. 
Their stand is that priority should 
be given to the so-called “profes- 
sors’ plan” outlined by labor rela- 
tions specialists of Cornell U. and 
UCLA 

The professors’ blueprint has 
been endorsed by the governing 
boards of AFRA, AGVA and 
American Guild of Musical Artists, 
but the Equity groups have not 
yet taken any action. Their leader- 
ship's position is that there are 
wrinkles in the university plan 
that should be froned out before 
a constitutional convention of the 
merged organization is held. 

On the other hand, some per- 
formers feel that a constitutional 
confab should be called quickly, 
on the basis of the profs’ format, 
if the memberships of the various 
unions vote in referendums that 
the plan is close to their ideas 
Then. it's argued by this school 
of thought, the convention can 
amend the details. 

In addition to the Gotham 4A’s 
meeting tomorrow, Coast perform- 
ers will huddle on Monday (11) and 
Chi talent on Aug. 13. The pur- 
pose of the conclaves is to permit. 
questions involved in the profs’ 
blueprint to be thrashed out by 
all sides under one roof, so that 
the memberships will be informed 
when the question comes to a vote 
by mail 
lea for the profs to draw 
merger formula was first 

Equity last fall, on the 
the TVA convention. The 
TVA session, which backed the 
concept of getting university help, 
also voted for a TVA-AFRA wed- 
ding, should all five branches not 
merge by July of this year. That 
deadline was passed by, due to the 
fact that the professorial plan is 
still a potential basis for ‘fone big 
unton.” 

Frank Reel, AFRA national 
exec secretary, states in the union 
publication: “The welfare of our 
members is protected and ad- 
vanced by acceptance of the Uni- 
versity five-branch merger plan. 
But it all five branches don’t agree, 
the welfare of our members de- 
mands AFRA-TVA_ merger. If 
some 4A4’s branches want to back- 
and-fill, to equivocate and nego- 


up i 
made | 


eve ol 


late and obfuscate—they can do, 


$0. But not at the expense of the 
radio and TV performer.” 


Hazel Bishop Buys 
Edwards TV Show 





Hazel Bishop Lipstick has bought | 


Ralph Edwards’ “This Is Your 
Life” on NBC-TV for the 10- 
10:30 p.m. act on Wednesday, start- 
lag first week in October. Agency 
ls Raymond Spector. 
as arate had had an option on 
i@ time, but released it to buy 
can the Jackie Gleason show on 
ae Af thus clearing the way for 
Edius io is a tele edition of show 
ree had on radio, It will orig- 
sone in Hollywood, although in 
Edw <8 Spector will confer with 
iat to ds on possibility of originat- 
S the series on both coasts. 
t C osmetic outfit had been a par- 
me in ABC-TV’s “Stop the 
Mat, 2nd also had backed a dra- 
vel - series on NBC-TV with the 
be ucles based on viewers’ true ex- 
reences in the same 10 p.m. 
Cdnesday peried. Web has al- 


re; > a 
eh cleared 21 outlets for the 


eastern + ve 


Mass Meetings Set 


Lost: 1 Radio Station 


Wellston, O., Aug. 5. 

Radio station WKOV didn’t 
go on the air here recently be- 
cause burglars who broke in 
during the night carried every- 
thing but the kilocycles out of 
the studio. 

Announcer-engineer Jack 
Daniels arrived to open broad- 
casting activities at 7 a.m. but 
couldn’t find any microphones 
or record-playing equipment. 
The thieves had made off with 
most of the essential elements 
and messed up the studio be- 
| sides. Andrew Kovalan, WKOV 
owner, who also owns WATH, 
Athens, O., and WMOD, 
| Moundsville, W. Va., hurried 

the equipment necessary from 
| these two stations so Wellston 
| could get on the air. 











Sale to Clorets 


Gives Gleason 


SRO on CBS-TV 


CBS-TV wrapped up the spon- 
sorship, picture on its upcoming 
“Jackie Gleason Show” this week, 
when American Chicle signed on 
as the third of three participating 
bankrollers for the program. With 
the SRO posted for 
Gleason in the Saturday night 8 to 
9 period, CBS has decided to offer 
the Ken Murray show on the same 
participating basis for the 9 to 10 
o'clock slot Saturday nights. 

Chicle firm earlier this year had 
wanted to buy into NBC-TV's “All 
Star Revue” but, Kellogg and Pet 
Milk, two other participants in the 
NBC package, demurred on the 








signs now 


basis that they didn’t want their | 
products associated with the chicle | 


firm’s Clorets, a breath-sweetener. 
NBC subsequently sold the “All 
Star” spot to Del Monte, and hand- 
ed American Chicle an option on 


its Wednesday night at 10 period. | 
Chicle outfit decided Friday (1), | 


however, to bypass the NBC time 
in favor of CBS’ Gleason show. 


Clorets has been sponsoring part of | 


NBC's “Saturday Dance 
Party” this summer. 

Gleason preems Sept. 20, with 
Schick Shaver coming in at that 
time for one-third of the program. 
American Chicle joins the show 
Oct. 4. with Thos. Leeming & Co. 
coming in the following week (11). 
With Murray set for the 9 to 10 
period, CBS now has only the 10 
to 10:30 slot open programwise 


Night 


Saturday nights. Possibility exists | 


that the new Cass Daley situation 
comedy show may go in there, or 
the Red Buttons variety show. 


HAYNES, ELMS JOIN 
McC-E IN EXPANSION 





vide closer liaison between the ac- 
counts in the broadcast media and 


of the agency. Storrs Haynes and 


| Brooks Elms have joined the New | 


| York office of McC-E as account 
| Supervisers, each with a list of 
| bankrollers to service. 

Haynes was formerly with Dan- 
| cer-Fitzgerald-Sample as exec pro- 
ducer and prior to that was man- 
ager of the AM-TV department at 
Compton. Eims was formerly with 


the Biow agency, handling several | 
accounts in radio and tele. Haynes’. 





replacement at D-F-S_ is Charles 


Powers, quondam ABC radio-tele , 


| director. 


McCann Erickson is expanding | 
its radio-tele department to pro-| 


ithe AM-TV production department | 


- 


N AREAS 


ie 


STA 
WANT 


These are trying days for the sta- 
tion relation boys on the NBC and 
CBS television networks 
larly as it relates to 
tive one-station markets such as 

| St. Louis, Milwaukee, Kansas City, 

| ete. 

| Envisioning the  not-so-distant 
days single-station 

| markets will be two and three-sta- 

| tion markets, the operators of the 
existing stations are now making 

| demands on the networks to guar- 

{ 

| 


| ome | 











Particu- 
hose lucra- 


when these 


antee proection of their shows. 

In at least three instances involv- 
ing clients spending millions on 
the TV networks, the pressure for 
protection in these soon-to-open-up 
areas has been applied to a degree 
where both sponsor and station re- 
lations could be jeopardized seri- 
ously on the future. 
| The networks concede it’s one of 
the toughest nuts they've had to 
crack in some time. 

As an illustration, an NBC af- 
filiate in one of the major single- 
station cities, in strengthening its 
program schedule, could be carry- 
|ing the CBS-TV Arthur Godfrey 
| show on Wednesday nights. Comes 
the day when another video station 
|in the city paves the way for a 
' 





6 


CBS affiliate. which naturally 
would feel entitled to the high- 
rated Godfrey stanza. 

Cognizant of the switchover pos- 
sibility, the NBC station, in effect, 
is demanding immediate assurance, 
before making any new contractual 
commitments with CBS, that God- 
frey put on the station regardless 
of CBS’ ambitions for its own af- 
filiate identification 

Same situtaion applies in_ re- 
verse. with CBS affiliates in one- 
station markets now carrying such 
major NBC entries as “Show of 
Shows,” “All Star Revue” or Col- 
gate “Comedy Hour’ demanding 
pre-guarantees from NBC of their 
continuance wher new stallions 
open up. 

Situation is awkward as far as 
the networks are concerned. On 
the one hand they can’t antagonize 


clients by pulling out of these 
much-needed  single-station.§ mar- 
kets from whence the demands 


originate. And on the other, they 
realize that vielding on such guar- 
antees must inevitably invite a 
criss-cross patterning which would 
sftvmie the building of a network 
such as has always existed in radio. 





Ceneral Cigar In 


~ Hickman TY Buy 


CBS-TV 
quarter-hour of its Sunday spon- 
sorship picture this week, when 
| General Cigar pacted to bankroll a 
| new Herman Hickman sports show 
in the 6:15 to 6:30 p.m. slot, start- 
ing Oct. 5. Hickman, who is Yale 
| U.'s football coach, will concen- 
trate on football material during 
the grid season and then branch 
out into other sports. 


Sale, placed through the Dona- 
| hue & Coe agency, leaves the web 
with the 6 to 6:15 slot still open 
Sunday afternoons. Ford Founda- 
tion’s “Omnibus” show, which CBS 
| has only just started to pitch to 
prospective agencies and clients, 
goes from 5:30 to 6, starting Nov. 9. 
and Edward R. Murrow’'s “See It 
Now” returns to the 6:30 to 7 slot 
early in the fall. Web is sold out 
from that point through 11:15 Sun- 
day night. 

General Cigar, incidentally, will 


wrapped up another 


i 
| 


retain its 15-minute “Sports Spot,” | 


| aired Wednesday nights on CBS- 
TV after the “Pabst Blue Ribbon 


panelist on the same web's “Ce- 
lebrity Time” throughout last sea- 


, son. 


TV’S STATION RELATIONS TOUGHIE 





Bouts.” Hickman was a permanent | 








N. Y. News ‘Today’ Buy 


Daily newspapers are appar- 
ently changing their minds 
about how much NBC-TV’'s 
early-bird “Today” show usurps 
their domain. N. Y. Daily 
News this week bought into 
the show on a_three-times 
weekly deal to bankroll the 
local five-minute insert, tagged 
“Today in New York.” It's 
the first newspaper to sign on 
as a sponsor. 

“Today,” incidentally, has 
now switched over complete- 
ly into NBC’s newsroom de- 
partment. Formerly set up as 
a separate unit operating un- 
der the program department 
it’s now become a part ol 
the newsroom operation un- 
der the supervision of AM-TV 
program veepee Charles (Bud) 
Barry. 


Move Schechter, | 
Others as NBC's 


Revamp Rolls On 


With NBC-TV’'s early-bird “To 
day” show moved into the web’s 
newsroom operation as part of the 
overall realignment policy now 
being carried out, NBC has as- 
signed Abe Schechter, general ex 
ec who had supervised the “To 
day” operation, to start planning 
a new fullscale daytime package 
It's to be a super-shopping show 
conceived by AM-TV exec veepee 
Sylvester L. (Pat) Weaver, Jr 
Dick Pinkham, who had been man 
ager of TV planning takes over the 
chief editorial chores on “Today.” 

In further staff switches this 
week in line with its new re-in 
tegration policy for radio and TV 
the web named Leonard H. dlole 
as director of production for both 
media, reporting directly to Fred 








Wile, Jr.. radio-TV production vee- , 


pee. At the same time, Robert W. 
Sarnoff. veepee in charge of the 
TV web's film department, re 
vealed the setup of his unit. 

Earlier, NBC realigned its con 
troller’s office with Charles J. 
Cresswell, who had been controller 
for the TV network, taking over 
as head man of the unified setup 
} 
|for radio, is now operating out ot 
the 
| doing similar duties. 

Named as assistant controller un- 
der Cresswell is William F. Sar- 
gent, formerly Planning and Con- 
trol manager. 

Meanwhile, Fred Shawn, director 
of AM station relations, shifts over 
to the integrated production unit 
headed by Fred Wile, Jr.: Sheldon 
Hickox, Jr., director of TV station 

(Continued on page 42) 


ADLAI SHEDS TV 
STATION INTEREST 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Now that -he’s the Democratic 
| presidential candidate, Gov. Adlai 
Stevenson is burning his TV 
bridges behind him. The Illinois 
|chief exec is selling his minority 
interest in the Sangamon Valley 
|TV Corp. which has applied for 
Channel 2 in Springfield. 

Gov. Stevenson is shedding his 
2.5% interest in the outfit because 
as a presidential candidate he pre- 
fers not to be even remoiely in- 
volved in a firm that has something 
pending before a Federal agency. 

No change is expected in Steven- 
| son’s connection with radio station 
WJBC, Bloomington. His tieup 
with the AMer is through his 25°; 
|ownership of the Bloomington 
| Daily Pantograph which owns 90°o 
of the station, 








{ever, the 


Henry Sjogren, who was controller | 


owned-and-operated division | 


FCC Rule Seen Paving Way For 
DITECTION! Oct. 15 Okay on ABC-UPT Merge 


Washington, Aug. 5 

; In a somewhat involved policy 
decision to “get off the hook” on 
the Paramount package hearings, 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission last Friday (1) paved the 
way for approval of the American 
Broadcasting Co.-United Paramcunt 
Theatres merger, but left the case 
in the hands of Examiner Leo Res- 
nick for the writing of an initial 
opinion on the merits. 
} The net effect is that final Com- 
mission action on the merger can- 
not come much before Oct. 15 but 
ihe agency's okay is virtually cer- 
tain 

On its face, the Commission ap- 
pears to have turned down the 
petitions of ABC, UPT and Para- 
mount to eliminate the antitrust 
issues from the current proceed- 
ings in order to provide a basis for 
quick action on the merger and 
renewal of license of Par’s TV sta- 
tion in Los Angeles, KTLA. How- 
agency ruled that any 
{testimony bearing on Par's anti- 
trust violation which goes back 
| beyond the consent decree of 1948 
cannot be taken into account in de- 
termining Par's license qualifica- 
tions or, indirectly, the qualifica- 
tions of UPT to merge with ABC. 

While declaring that it does not 
believe that “complete deletion” of 
the antitrust issue is warranted, 
the Commission held that “this 
proceeding and other recent ex- 
perience ef the Commission have 
demonstrated, at least with re- 
spect to applicants who are exist- 
ing licensees with records as broad- 
casters, the complete imopractica- 
bility of trying to delve into and 
evaluate the entire history, remote 
as well as recent, of such appli 
cants’ activities in fields other than 
radio communications which may 
have involved violation of the anti- 
trust lay 

Time of Essehce 

“Where such (anti-trust) activi- 
ties are of recent vintage. we be- 
lieve they can and should be con- 
sidered in determining whether 
the applicant has the character 
requisite to be a_ broadcast li- 
censee. However, where those ac- 
tivities took place in the relatively 
distant past and have not contin- 
ued, we are of the opinion that 
their materiality to a determina- 

(Continued on page 33) 


Lamb Envisions 
A Video Empire 


Columbus, Aug. 5 

If the FCC acts favorably on 
three applications to build.TV sta- 
tions, Edward Lamb, publisher. at- 
tornes and broadcaster. will 
eventually achieve a television em- 
pire which will cost him $1.250.500 
to get on the air. 

Lamb and companies in which 
he has controlling interest now 
own WICU-TV, WIKK and the 
Erie Dispatch in Erie, Pa.; WTVN 
here, WTOD, Totedo, and WHOO, 
Orlando, Fla. He now has on file 
with the FCC requests to build 
television stations in three cities, 
in two of which he has only radio 
ouilets. 

He has recuested Channel 9 for 
WHOO, Orlando, to build at a cost 
of $324,415: Edward Lamb Enter- 
prises has asked Channel 2° tor 
WTEL, Massillon, O., for a $258,- 
000; and Unity Corp., in which 
Lamb has a controlling interest has 
requested Channei 11 in Toledo for 
a $619,058 station. The Toledo 
Blade also has requested the same 
channel and would build a $400,441 
staiion, so that undoubtedly the 
FCC will hold a hearing on the 
fight for the Toledo channe! 

Lamb has told the FCC he will 
spend $1,201,473 to erect the three 
outlets. If al! goes according to 
plan in a year or so Lamb will owa 
'a total of five television stations, 
three cadio stations and a news- 
| pap t. 

























































































tale of two} 


Observe the rooftop on the left. 


It marks a television home, of which 
the U.S. now contains some 17,100,000 
—each one located somewhere 


within range of a television station. 


Represents quite an advertising 


market, doesn’t it? 
Look now at the rooftop on the right. 


This marks a radio-only home, of 
which “Non-TV America” alone 
contains over 17,200,000— each one 


located beyond range of any TV. 


Represents quite an advertising 


market, doesn’t it ? 


Yes, the plain fact is this: for every 
TV home in America, there’s a 
radio-only home in the 45-state area 


of ““Non-TV America” ! 


Mutual’s Mister PLUS is perched on 
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woottops... 


the righthand rooftop for a very simple 
reason. An independent, 1,000,000- 
interview research into actual listening 
throughout “Non-TV America” 
(Feb.-Mar.,’52) proves that Mutual 
dominates this entire market by 2 to 1 


over any other network. 


What’s more, Mister PLUS earns this 

rooftop perch for his clients by another 

simple fact: Mutual serves ‘“‘Non-TV 

America” with more stations than the 2s 


three other networks combined. 


No wonder Mutual offers the Number 








One route to “Non-TV America”... 
as well as the lowest-cost route 


to all America, 


MUTUAL 


network 
compare networks. «. pre, MISTER PLUS a of 560 affiliates 


and consult SS 
a m2  __416 FOR “NON-TV AMERICA” ALONE 





Compare audiences... 


Mister PLUS... 
1440 Broadway, New York 18 
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RADIO REVIEWS 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, August 6, 1952 





MR. BROADWAY 

With Anthony Ross, Irene Mann- 
ing; Glenn Osser orch 

Director: Martin Andrews 

Writer: Ira Marion 

30 Mins.; Thurs., 8 p.m. 


Sustaining 
ABC, from New York 
In “Ms. Broadway” ABC has 


come up with an unusual format 
and one that underlines the fact 
that it doesn’t take a lot of coin 
to get a listenable stanza. New of- 
fering, which preemed Thursday 
(31), has a fine cast of two, an an- 
nouncer and a small combo for its 
modest talent nut, yet it shows po 
tential for producing a fair rating 
in terms of the outlay. 

Anthony Ross, a talented thes- 
per, enacts a Main Stem columnist 


with a fund of yarns about the 
“most lovable, most _ hateable 
street.’ Thrush Irene Manning 


plays a nitery chanteuse to whom 
Ross spins his Runyonesque tales 
and who, three or four times dur- 
ing the session, interrupts for a 
song. 

On 
about 


the initaler, Ross _ spieled 
a dyed - in - the - horseflesh 





i 
} 


| 


SUNDAY NEWS DESK 
With William Sprague, Charles F. 
McCarthy 
Preducer-director: Arthur Wakely 
30 Mins.; Sunday, 1 p.m. .. .. «« 
Sustaining 
NBC, from New York 
“Sunday News Desk” is basically 


the same stanza as “Voices and 


AMERICAN-ISRAELI FESTIVAL 

With Shoshana Damari, Hillel & 
Aviva, Israeli Trio, Ian Cosman, 
Mort Freeman, Fredele Lipschitz, 
Everett Greenbaum; Yakov 
Frankel 

Eli Gamliel, emcees 

60 mins. Sun., 4 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WLIB, N. Y. 





Events,” which was on NBC until 
a year or so ago. Chief difference | 
is that this airer includes a five- | 
minute summary by Charles F.| 
McCarthy at the finale and also 
aims at more “hard news” as a 
summary of the week’s events. 

It adds up to an_ intelligently 
condensed wrapup of the week’s 
headlines. On the initialer Sunday 
(3). the roundup included stories 
on the drought, the steel price situ- 
ation. winterizing of GIs in Korea 
the North Korean‘ ‘germ war” 
charges at the International Red 
Cross meeting in Canada, a story 
about bird-watching in England 
(including actual calls), Gromyko’s 
bid for better Anglo-Soviet rela- 
tionship, the flying saucer reports, | 
candidate Adlai Stevenson telling 


gambler, “Long Shot Mac,” who |an anecdote with a point and candi- | 


found his overpowering yen to 
play the ponies almost breaking up 
his romance. It ended- with his 
passing up a 100-to-1 shot in order 
to put his $2 on a marriage license. 

Scripter Ira Marion made it a 


| 


colorful saga in the O. Henry-Run- | 


yon-Hellinger tradition. “He also 
succeeded in making the Manning- 
Ross colloquy relatively natural. 
However, the difficult thing is that 
the action on the preem was hap- 
pening somewhere else, not to 
Manning and Ross. Basically, it 
was a monolog by Ross, with Miss” 
Manning tossing on an occasional 
query or comment. Perhaps Ross 
should carry more of the story- 
telling burden and make it a little 
more of a one-man narrative. He’s 
a sensitive performer with an ex- 
pressive voice. Or a deeper rela- 
tionship might be established be- 
tween the couple as the series 
builds. Cast of two can tend to get 
monotonous, particularly over a 
half-hour span, and effort will have 
to be made to gain variety. 
Martin Andrews’ direction was 
good. Glenn Osser combo, with 
Joe Biviano at the accordion, and 
a hep sound effects man got across 
the feeling of an intimate cafe. 


|tions smoothly. 


date Dwight Eisenhower speaking | 
on unity, Eva Peron’s funeral, jet 
fighters, and a comparison of U. S. | 
hot dogs and Frankfurt (Germany) | 
frankfurters. That’s a healthy list 
of subjects. A good deal of over- 
seas pickups and taped “actuality” 
material was integrated, with Wil- | 
liam Sprague handling the ies geal 

ril. 





| 
| 


|'SEVEN O’CLOCK SPECIAL 


| With Douglas Cardew 








Robinson, | 
Henderson and Kemp, Johnny | 
Victory, Noel Talbot, BBC Scot- | 

tish Variety Orch 
Producer: Eddie Fraser | 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 


| BBC, Scotland (transcribed). 


servi 


This edition of “Seven O'Clock | 
Special,” weekly Scot vaude series, 
was a fairly bright variety session, | 

ing as a useful filler on BBC's | 





/summer programming schedule in | 


the Auld Lang Syne land. It fea- | 


| fured four acts, all w.k. in Scotland | 


Miss Manning’s tunes were introed | 


neatly into the story. She did “‘The 
Moon Was Yellow” (the program's 
theme), “Imagination,” the smart- 
lyv-written “Love Isn’t Born,” and 
the torchy “Somewhere Along the 
Way.” all nicely. However, inter- 
rupting one or two tunes before 
the end might add to the impromp- 
to atmosphere. Also, spotting a 
number at a critical point in the 
action—with cliff-hanger effect— 
might perk listener interest. 
Bri 


} 
t. 


AIR FORCE CGNCERTS 

With Col. George S. Howard, con- 
ductor; William D. Jones, soloist 

60 Mins. Sat., 3 p.m. 


Sustaining 
ARC, from Washington, D. C. 
With this pickup of the Air 


Force concerts from the Watergate 
siadium in the nation’s capital, 
ABC is filling a Saturday afternoon 
scgment with an attractive “pops” 
lonthair session. This service by 
svinphony 
S. 
ing 90-piece aggregation 
good repertory of familiar 
cal selections. 

On the teeoff show (2), the pro- 
gram comprised a flock of reia- 
tively short symphonic, operatic 
and ballet compositions, all played 
with color and verve. Baritone 
William D. Jones also hit on sev- 


with a 
classi- 


eval numbers, including one light 
classical number and the ballad. 


“People Will Say We're In Love.” 
Tuis is a straight musical session 
with a minimum of chatter and 
pieuty of tasteful music for sum- 
mer listening. Herm. 


WPIX ALSO MULLING 


haven't arrived at a decision vet 


site WOR-TV's “Dinner Date” 


back from 6:30 to 9 p.m. 
Station has been 
ratings with its “TV Theatre.” 


CROSS-BOARD REPEATS 


N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX may 
follow the lead set by WOR-TV, 
N. Y. indie. in programming the 


Same show in the same time period 
five nights a week. Station's gen- 


Larson said he’s most interested 


but varying in auality. Show had a 
straight vaude format, with introes 
to each act by R. E. Kingsley, w.k. 
soccer scribe, who kept the gab 
down to the barest minimum. Lat- | 


ter emcees slickly in American- 
stvle accent, telling a story be- 
iween acts 

Opener, young zany comedian- 


singer Noel Talbot, registered nice- 
ly but was more visual than radio- 
genic. He sang “Cry” with apolo- 
gies to Johnnie Ray. Another new- 
comer, Johnny Victory, young 
comic from Edinburgh, joked from 
the gag-book in husky cheeky 


| style, finishing with a Scotch-style 
i} number. 


best in impressions. Her takeoff 
‘of Rose Murphy and _ especially | 
of Scot comedian Jimmy Logan 


Standout act was Margo Hen- 
derson and Sam Kemp, another in 
the youthful class, a musical turn 


of real promise, with the gal doing | 


‘brought warm mitting from studio 


orch, under Col George | 
tioward’s baton, is a rich-sound- | 


eral manager, Bennett Larson, re- 
vealed this week that he’s been 
huddling with his program staff 
on such a move but that they, 


ai this time ina variety format for 
the project, which would be slot- 
ted in an early-evening hour 
That would put it directly oppo- 


v"s or 
. Broadw ay TV Theatre,” two pro- | 
ductions which are aired back-to- 
Latter 
pulling sizable 


audience. Cardew Robinson, Eng- 
lish light comedian now touring in 
musical comedy, had a nice brand 
of schoolboy chatter in character 
of a “cad” at English public school. 
Show was neatly backed by BBC 
Scot Variety Orch, batoned by Gu 
Daines. Gord. 


ERNIE SIMON SHOW 
60 Mins.;: Mon.-thru-Fri., 2 p.m. 
Participating 
WGN, Chicago 
Now operating under the exclu- 


| 


As part of its extensive Yiddish- 
American schedule, WLIB has 
come up with one of its most ambi- 
tious shows in this one-hour 
stanza. Session showcases several 
standout artists and stacks up as a 
firstrate folk program. The appeal 
of this show could conceivably go 
beyond Yiddish audiences, but, un- 
fortunately, the gab department, 
handled by Eli Gamliel and Yakov 
Frankel, uses too many sectarian 
references. If they could eliminate 
this feature, show could serve as 
an excellent introduction of Yid- 
dish and Hebrew culture to a gen- 
eral listener audience. 


Shoshana Damari, Hebrew song- 
stress, was the highlight of the 
preem (3) with a couple of excel- 
lent renditions of her native folk 


songs. Fredele Lipschitz also 
scored strongly with her vocais 
while Ian Cosman, a New York 


policeman and member of the N.Y. 


sively on an operatic aria. Hillel & 
Avia, a woodwind and drum duo, 
and the Israeli Trio also registered 
with their instrumental numbers. 


Stanza also featured songs by 


Mort Freeman and comedy by Ev- | 


erett Greenbaum, both grooved 
for Yiddish audiences. A digest of 
Israeli news was spotted midway 
on the show. Herm. 


INSIDE NEWS FROM HOLLY- 
woopD 


With Jay Sims 

Producer: Raymond Spector 

5 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 2:55 p.m. 

HAZEL BISHOP LIPSTICK 

NBC, from New York 
(Raymond Spector) 

Jay Sims, radio and newsreel 
spieler who has done previous air- 
ers for Hazel Bishop Lipstick, 
started a new Hollywood chitchat 
stint for the cosmetic outfit Mon- 
cay (4). It’s the usual kind of fast- 
paced reportage on film stars’ ac- 
tivities and human interest anec- 
dota on the cinema capital. 

Some variations include depart- 


ments such as perdictions, go-see 
recommendations, a_ laugh-of-the- 
day, ete. Basically it’s a carrier 


for Hazel Bishop spots, which Sims 
delivers palatably. Bril. 


>>>? 
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Radio Followups 
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ABC’s “Time Capsule” offered 
an entertaining edition Sunday (3), 
with the first dozen minutes devot- 
}ed to the latest “flying saucers” 
-hubbub. It included some “eye- 
| witness” accounts, among those one 
| by AM-TV actor—announcer Jack- 

son Beck. who described four 
saucers” he saw over Manhattan. 
| Group of scientists also explained 
|; the phenomena. 


| Another portion spotted an in- 
| terview, conducted by a BBC 
gabber, with Vera Lynn, whose 


waxing of “Auf Wiedersehn” is 
| high on the Hit Parade. Human 
|} interest feature was the session 


| with the New Yorker whose hobby 
} is being first to cross bridges and 
j} tunnels. Finale was a waxing of 





| 
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toerereereserens,, 
From the Production Centres 
+44 
IN NEW YORK CITY... 
Paul Scheffels, former editor-director of the Walter Winch 





i : : ell ; 
'on ABC for nine years, is now in the Ben Sonnenberg dla 


| Stanley Ediss, WINS production supervisor, taking it easy for two week 
|at Port Jervis . . . Jerry Devine back to L.A. Monday (4) after Cane 
|Codding . . . Robert J. Sullivan, previously with CBS Radio Spot sa1." 
named promotion manager of WOR, under MBS ad manager James ¢’ 
Tyler .. . WWRL looking for a Negro ayem femme gabber Peter 
Paul's Mounds is bringing out a box of miniature chocolates, wit} ad 
campaign slated’to expand with distribution . . . WWRL staffers on 
vacation include Johnny Harper, Henry Backs and Florence Melody, 
Zel De Cyr into CBS’ “Aunt Jenny” .. . Joseph M. Flanigan, on 


Yorker mag for 15 years, added to WQXR sales staff... WLIB 4 a 
a full hour “American Israeli Festival” Sundays at 4 p.m. with top 


international stars . . . Phil Gordon, WLIB Negro gabber, moves into 
the 11 a.m.-to-noon spot six days a week on the indie . . Joe Bier 
WOR farmcaster, attends Woodside, Pa., Grange show Saturday (9 
.. . Mutual’s Bobby Benson off to Pampa, Tex., rodeo .. . S. S. United 
States plays host to Ed and Pegeen Fitzgerald and other WJz pers 
‘sonalities at lunch today (Wed.) ... Joe Latham, Don Briggs and Jim 
| Boles added to “Backstage Wife” ... Danny Ocko with “Stella Dallas” 
|... Gertrude Warner and Gavin Gorden subbing for Florence Freeman 
| and Bret Morrison on “Young Widder Brown”... Audrey Egan, Irene 
| Hubbard and Alfred Shirley have joined “Lorenzo Jones” and Horace 
| Braham subbing on “Lorenzo” for vacationing Ronald Long. 


| Director Mitchell Grayson and actress frau Joan Ellen off on three. 
week vacation to Miami, Havana and Mexico . . . NBC prexy Joe Me. 


| City Opera Co., delivers impres- | Connell to the Coast, then a brief respite from network chores 


|Eva Marie Saint added to “Young Dr. Malone,” replacing Margaret 
Draper, who is touring with hubby Joe De Santis in “Liliom.” .., 
|Don MacLaughlin, actor on “Road of Life,” skedded to have an ex. 
| hibit of his paintings in a Gotham gallery this fall . . . WOR-Mutual 
program exec Don Hamilton of for a month’s swimming and sailing at 
Duxbury, Mass. . . . ABC scripter Ira Marion spending his hiatus at 
| Port Jervis, N. Y. ... Richard Drake, disk jockey on the Aloha Net- 
| work, Hawaii, in town shopping around for a Gotham berth .. . What- 
|ever happened to Booz, Allen, Hamilton? . . . Sid Garfield (CBS Radio) 
{to Totem Lodge, upstate New York, for vacation. 

| Add vacationers: Johnny Johnstone, National Assn. of Manufacturers 
| AM-TV chief, to Kennebunk Beach, Me., and Don Walsh, of Steve Han- 
nagan office, to Cape Cod . . . Ethel Cornyn upped to publicity as- 
sistant at WOV, succeeding Peggy Brown, resigned to tour Europe .., 
Lenny Herman’s orch to do “Treasury Bandstand” on CBS Radio net- 
| work Fridays at 4:30 p.m. from Friday (8) through Sept. 26... Vaca- 
} 


tions are cueing some musical chairs among Mutual newscasters. With 
| Fulton Lewis, Jr., taking this month off, Bob Hurleigh is spending his 
respite in Lewis’ D. C. slot, with Bruce MacFarland taking Hurleigh’s 
Chi stint. Frank Singeiser is filling in for Cecil Brown’s afternoon strip 
and Ed Pettit is taking Brown’s morning news spot ... Guy Madison 
and Andy Devine, of the “Wild Bill Hickock” stanza, are on a mer- 
chandising-promotion tour this month, covering Birmingham, Chi, 
Philly, N. Y., Boston and Buffalo . . . Johanna (DeWitt) Johnston now 
scripting Georgie Price’s “Big Time” show for CBS, having succeeded 
raper Lewis last January. Lewis is now writing the Vaughn Monroe 
Darryl Zanuck, 20th-Fox v.p., outlines his philosophy of life on 
Ed Murrow’s “This I Believe’ over CBS Radio Saturday (9 
Joseph P. Hardie has joined SSC&B agency as veepee account cxec; 
he’s former Bristol-Myers sales v.p.... WWRL has launched a se 
of 28 five-minuters on “The American Way of Life,” carried in 
foreign languages, to help foreign-born listeners become citizens 
Martin and Ed Begley flying to Ireland, London and Paris for three 
weeks .. . Sammy Kaye’s “Sunday Serenade” switches from ABC to 
NBC after the Aug. 10 broadcast. When NBC program chief Bud 
Barry was at ABC he brought the show over from NBC, wl it 
was originally berthed, and now he’s got the airer back on National 
. Ted Schneider, WMGM operations manager, on a midwest motor 


ies 


10 


> 


ere 


jtour . WQXR execs Elliott and Eleanor Sanger on vacation in 
| Yorktown Heights. 
IN HOLLYWOOD ... 

Back in May of 1931 Sam Hayes started broadcasting the news. Last 


week on KHJ Don Lee has passed his 8,000th newscast. His present 
| schedule call for three programs a day five times a week .. . Parke 
Levy has worked Sam Hearn into a regular spot on “December Bride” 
. . ABC’s Bill Phillipson fueling up for a vacation junket to Yosemiie 
| and Lake Tahoe . . . Jack Benny drove in from Detroit with a spanking 
| new Caddy . .. Kay Kyser around but his interests are far from show 
| biz. Just passing a couple weeks with old friends . . . Don Searle, ex- 
ABC division head on the coast, ain’t saying but it wouldn't surprise if 
he turned up in Denver as manager of KOA. He was cut in for 10% 
of the station by the Bob Hope syndicate. He has been packaging radio 
shows with Jimmy Parks... Singer Gale Robbins kicked up a tempest 
when she told Ira Cook on KECA: “The wailing and moaning of the 
present .crop of vocalists distresses me and other singers who have 
spent years to reach a point of perfection. Their audible gyrations 
are not ‘singing’ . . . Despite the shrinkage in weekly cost from last 


‘ 


sive WGN and WGN-TV banner. | British philosopher Bertrand Rus- season's $27,000 to the current $16,000, the Bing Crosby show for 


Ernie Simon is pumping some| Sell, talking on the power of in- General Electric will be one of the costliest on radio . 


plasma into WGN’s afternoon 
schedule with this hour-long plat- 


ter and chatter roundelay. Simon,;a balanced and interesting stanza,| for CBS. Such a stampede! 


with his free-wheeling gab that 
jranges from unadulterated zany- 
|isms to moments of actual sanity, 
has always been a potent magnet 
for the daytime dialers and should 
be no exception in this new berth. 

Session heard (30) was the usual 
comicalities with Simon ribbing 
the engineers and producer on 
duty and filling the between-disk 
intervals with a running line of 
/patter about anything that strikes 
jhis fancy. On this new spread Si- 
{|mon is using guest interview seg- 
ments which should give the strip 
another plus because of his adept- 
ness with the q. & a. business as 
well as his rep as a gracious host, 
which helps him get top names. 
_This time he chinned for about 
15 minutes with summer theatre 
impresario Marshall Migatz. It 
came off as a meaningful kicka- 
round of the local silo picture in 
general as well as a generous plug 
for Migatz’s Salt Creek enterprise. 
Also aboard was WGN sportscaster 
| Harry Creighton for some typical 
Simon jockeying. 

All in all, the cross-the-border 
stacks up as one of the strongest 
jlocal daytime entries. Dave. 


| telligence. 
| Producer Bill Berns got together 


| which will be filed in the American 
pom of Natural History “to be 
opened in 100 years.” Narration 
|is capably handled by Arthur Van 
Horn. Bril. 





Arthur Godfrey, in his final 
| broadcast ‘l) over CBS before 
leaving on a month’s vacation, 
spoke of the “big strides we in 
| programming have made in our 
| profession the last year” and went 
on an extended comment about the 
| improvement in his CBS-TV show 
Wednesday nights. By indirection. 

10dfrey played up video 
;and played down radio, as a per- 
; forming medium. When the studio 
jaudience answered affirmatively, 
|via applause, to the question “So 
, you think we have made strides,?” 
he said, “None of us were true per- 
formers, actors or actresses—we 
were radio performers. Television 
separates the boys from the men 
quickly. In radie, you could read 
from script or ad lib; audience 
would not know, even whether you 
had memorized a song. In televi- 
sion it’s a different story. That 
camera shows the phony quickly.” 

Jaco. 








_, Art Linkletter 
{has missed only one show in 19 years. Keeps in shape playing hand- 
ball... Leo Solomon barged in from N. Y. in enset of ah: ompdone 
Bob Ballin and “Corny” Jackson 

| parleyed for a week of Thompson agency matters. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


| Chi NBCers tossed a cocktailery last week for Jack Ryan, departing 
io chief, and gifted him with a Rolliflex camera .. . James C. Me 
| Donough has resigned as veepee and general manager of W. Eat! 
_Bothwell’s Chi office and joins Russel M. Seeds creative staff . - ; 
Everett Mitchell, vet emcee of NBC’s “National Farm and Home Hout.” 
honeymooning with his bride, the former Clara Christiansen, ai Laké 
Louise, Canada . . . Exec assistant Ken Craig is running the CBS 
WBBM operation for next few weeks with majordomo H. Leslie Atlass 
Pot aye on the lakes, assistant g.m. Ernie Shomo vacationing in Col 
pee o and operations director Lee Hon motoring through the South 
west . . . NBC held its annual summer outing yesterday (Tues.) at the 
| Medinah country club . . . Lowell Jackson, ABC central division radi0 
Sales topper, celebrating his first anni with the web with a vacation . 
senor sports director Paul Jonas in to cover the Tam O'Shanter golf 
lesen yg - . » WGN debuted a Friday and Sunday evening show 
as at weekend motorists with traffic and weather info gabbed De- 
ween disks by Vince Lloyd .. . Jess Pugh into ABC's “Silver Eagle 
| Seapacher Argyle Les Lear, manager of NBC's “Welcome 
LS an recovering from a tussle with virus pneumonia . . . Glor4 
he master femceeing a new WGN woman-angled show bowing ne! 
week under the reins of education director Myrtle Stahl. 


IN PITTSBURGH .. . 


Bill Beal has resigned from Packaged Programs, in which he's °° 
partner since outfit was organized. goes into TV production 0" ne 


(Continued on page 36) 
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Your Lucky Strike Hit Parade 


presents to all our friends during our 
8-week hiatus a special summer service! 


ON RADIO—“Your Hit Parade”... starring 
Guy Lombardo and his Royal Canadians. 
Back on the air Friday, August 29, 


See your Lucky Strike Hit Parade Summer TV replacement 


“ASSIGNMENT: MAN HUNT™ 


Saturdays at 10:30 P.M., NBC Television Network 


(N. Y. Time) 


ON TV—‘Your Hit Parade’’. . . starring 
Eileen Wilson, Snooky Lanson, Dorothy 
Collins and Raymond Scott. Back on the 
air Saturday, August 30. 
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FCC Go-Ahead for 21 Post-Freeze 
Stations; Hearings for 85 Applicants 





Washington, Aug.5. + 

With issuance last week of three 
more construction permits, the 
FCC has authorized a total of 21 
new commercial TV stations in the 
U. S. since the lifting of the freeze 
on April 14 and the commence- 
ment of application processing on | local sponsorship, is being released 
July 1. These authorizations pro-|by World Broadcasting System to 
vide local TV service to 13 cities | its subscribers. 
which were caught in the freeze. | Robert W. Friedheim, general 
Four permits for non-commercial | anager of the library service, said 
outlets have also been issued by that last vear 462 World subscrib- 
the Commission. lers sold the series to local spend- 

The new authorizations went tO) ers. Each airer will include four 
Gerico Investment Co. and radio/ features: a “football thrill,” de- 
station WFTL in Fort Lauderdale, | .-;iping a great moment in the 
Fla., and KROD in El Paso, Tex. | sport; space for local 
The Florida permits are for UHF scores and predictions; college and 
channels and the Texas grant for march music conducted by top 
VHF channel 4. bands; and an honor roll of foot- 

In addition, the Commission | pall immortals, including descrip- 
notified 17 applicants that hear- | tions of dramatic plays and inci- 
ings would be necessary on their | gents in the past. 
applications, bringing to 85 the Stations will also get promotion 
total of applications so designated. | terial, including mats, ads, an- 
Thus the agency has already acted | nouncements and publicity aids 
on 110 of the approximately 725 
applications which have been filed 
since the lifting of the freeze. 

In preparation for hearings, 
agency is taking-steps to expand 
its staff of examiners to preside | 
at proceedings. Additional profes- 
sional personnel are also being 
hired under a special appropria- 
tion of $300,000 granted by Con- 
gress for handling TV applications. 

It’s expected that hearings on 
contested applications will be 
scheduled in the next few weeks. 


Cordic Pacted for TV 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 
Pittsburgh’s top radio personali- 
ty, Rege Cordic, whose three and a| 
half hour show every morning on 
WWSW, beginning at 6 a. m., has 
long been No. 1 on the local hit 
parade of the early waker-uppers, 

“is taking his second fling at TV. 
He’s just been signed by the 
Braun Baking Co. to m. c. its tele- 
phone-participation “Movie Quick 
Quiz” on WDTYV, a 15-minute fea- | 
ture Monday, Wednesday and Fri- 


‘Football Time’ Series 


“Football Time,” 13-week series 
of quarter-hour programs aimed at 











Tommy Riggs Deal 
Down Bama Way 


Birmingham, Ala., Aug. 5. 

Tommy Riggs, creator of the 
“Tommy Riggs and Betty Lou” 
stanza which recently was axed by 
WCBS, N. Y., after a long stretch 
as a 9:45 a. m. strip, has been 
appointed a  program-production 
exec by Voice of Alabama, Inc., op- 
erators of WAPI, WAFM and 
WAFM-TV, Birmingham. 





show, featuring his ventriloquing 
a moppet voiee, as a musical strip 
in an afternoon half-hour on WAPI 
and will produce and star in 
“Breakfast in Birmingham” on 
WAFM-TV, a morning program 
from the Dinkler Tutwiler hotel. 


WMBR-TV, Jacksonville, are under 


ward L. Norton, board chairman of 
Voice of Alabama, Riggs is also ex- 


On World B’casting List |‘"* *"* 


football | 


Riggs will do the “Betty Lou” | 


Since WMBR, WMBR-FM and | 


the joint ownership aegis of Ed- | 


RCA’s Horn of Plenty 


Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 

RCA Victor joined with more 
than 400 fan club members in cere- 
monies marking the 18th year on 
the air for Bob Horn, veteran 
WFIL disk jockey. 

Horn was presented with a gold 
record, at Woodside Park (2) as 
the highlight of the week-long cele- 
bration of “Bob Horn Week” at 








Mpls. Reshuffle 


In Merger Okay 


| 


Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 
| FCC approval of the merger of 
| CBS’ local radio station WCCO and 
| Mid-Continent Radio-TV’s WTCN- 
TV station and the Mid-Continent’s 
sale of WTCN radio to a Twin 


Cities group for $325,000, forth- 
coming last week, finds F. Van 
Konynenberg, who was Mid- 


Continent’s exec veepee and gen- 
eral manager, retaining that post 
for Midwest Radio-TV, a new cor- 
| poration which owns the station 
emerging from the consolidation 
and having WCCO-TV as its call 
| letters. 

The merger .also finds Larry 
| Haeg, who has been WCCO farm 
| service director since 1942, the new 
| general manager of WCCO’s radio 
| end of the merger, succeeding 
|Gene Wilkey, WCCO general man- 
| ager for nearly 10 years, who will 
be transferred by CBS to an execu- 
tive post elsewhere. The new 
WTCN radio station owners have 
| named Edward G. Smith, formerly 
|General Mills radio-TV director, 
| general manager, and Ken Light, 
a WTCN salesman for several 
| years, sales manager. The new 
WTCN radio station operation has 
| applied for a TV station permit. 
Merger terms between WCCO 
|and WTCN-TV provide that the 
|new corporation, Midwest Radio- 
| TV, Inc., should be the depositary 
of the stock of the previous owners 
|of WCCO and Mid-Continent. Mid- 
| Continent will hold 53% and CBS 
| 47% of the stock. The 47% interest 
owned by CBS has been placed in 
| a voting trust and will be voted by 
Robert Ridder, a member of the 
family which owns a number of 





| 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


WHAS, Louisville, radio program director Sam Gifford is teein 
a saturation schedule of the public service program series, “The > off 
Act.” The 26-program series, originally aired over CBS with Revels 
Trout as narrator, Was presented by the Ford Foundation’s TV-R ort 
|Workshop and the Fund for Adult Education. adio 
| WHAS is presenting the series by transcription in Class A time 
}airing each night for 26 consecutive nights. WHAS program eens 
| reason that series will draw more attention and more listeners ands 








greater results, through the saturation scheduling. To make nae re 
the public service series, WHAS program director cancelled tl trad 
|week Steve Allen strip and the Saturday “Gangbuster” dramas — 
Bs 
| As a novel promotion stunt, CBS Radio has transcribed segments 
|five of its top sustaining shows for incorporation into two iden Oy 
2-inch long-playing record, which it is mailing out to sdenehen ; 
| prospective clients this week. Inside of the brightly-colored hii c 
a reprint of the web’s trade ad on the shows, which detail< theis 
format, stars, etc., and-some of the favorable reviews they've received 


so far. 

Excerpts of the five shows were edited for the disk purposes by 
Norman Frank, the web’s program manager and assistant to ‘Sten 
veepee Lester Gottlieb. Shows, all of which are now on the sie in 
cream time segments, include “Horatio Hornblower,” “December 
— the Frank Fontaine program, “Gunsmoke” and the Steve Allen 
show. 





Fullscale promotion tie-in has been worked by RKO for its new 
Joan Crawford starrer, “Sudden Fear,” with the Paula Stone shov 
aired on the Mutual web, via a nationwide contest for the program's 
listeners. Participants are to write a letter describing their first 
| “sudden fear” and how they conquered it, with first prize being an all 
expense paid round trip to Hollywood. . _ 
RKO has produced a special trailer spotlighting Gloria Grahame 
| featured in the film, and Miss Stone, which is to be screened in theatres 
|ahead of the picture. Trailer plugs the radio show and details the 
contest. Film company is also lining up co-op newspaper advertisin 
plugging the show and the contest. eae 








Hollywood Coordinating Committee rounded up 12 film names to 
make a dozen 15-minute radio programs in behalf of the National Con- 
ference of Christians and Jews campaign for 1952-53. 

Programs, recently completed, were made by Eve Arden, Edward 
Arnold, William Bendix, Paul Douglas, Susan Hayward, Jeanette Mac- 
Donald, Mercedes McCambridge, George Murphy, Ruth Roman Bar- 
bara Stanwyck, Audrey Totter and Loretta Young. 





U. S. Civil Service Commission is hiring radio broadcast technici 
Pay ranges from $4,620-$5,940 annually. — 

Application forms can be obtained at the civil service office in the 
Federal Building, N. Y., or from the State Department International 
| Information Administration in N. Y. 





New York Herald Tribune editorialized last week on the plugs whic 
AM and TV have given the paper’s Fresh Air Fund, which ale pee 
youngsters to camp. “Virtually every radio and television station in 
this city has given time to the fund, the Trib said, and it is “indebted 
to the radio and TV industry” for the “valuable donation in terms of 
time and talent supplied” by the broadcast media. 


‘Chi Ballroom, N.Y. Tines | 
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day afternoons at 2 o’clock. 

















Now starring on NBC‘s 
ALL STAR REVUE 
Saturday's 8-9 p.m., EDST 


Mgt.: William Morris Agency 




















| weeks. 





pected to be available for those out- 
lets. 

In 1937 Riggs was booked for a 
single guest shot on the Rudy Val- 


'\lee show and remained on for 49 | 
Subsequently he was regu- | 


larly slotted on CBS’ ‘Kate Smith 
Hour” and in ’46 had his own CBS 


| airer. 





Cincinnati—Robert K. Williams 
has been advanced from assistant 
director to director of the Crosley 
Broadcasting Corp. merchandising 
department by Harry Mason Smith, 
vice-president. Williams joined the 
department in 1941 and fills va- 
cancy created by recent death of 
Jack Zinselmeier. 


newspapers, including the St. Paul | 
Youth Forum to DuMont; 
? 


Dispatch, and W. J. McNally, novel- | 
ist-playwright and onetime drama 


editor and columnist as well as| . m 
stockholder of the Minneapolis Five Wind Up Hiatuses 
Tribune before its sale to’ the Two new shows are slated to 


present owners, the Cowles. Ridder | how out on the DuMont web this 
j Nally w i 
and McNally were board chairman month and next, and five other 


and _ president, respectively, of | : 
radio and TV station WTCN before | Shows will return after their sum- 
the merger and will occupy the | mer hiatuses. New shows are “Mel- 
same offices with Midwest. |ody Mill Ballroom,” originating 

WCCO radio will continue to be| from WGN-TV, Chicago, which 
housed in its own building while | takes over the Wednesday night 
WTCN-TV will remain in its pres- | 10 to 10:30 period starting Aug. 13, 
ent Radio City theatre building | and “The N. Y. Times Youth 
quarters and will rent space to the | Forum,” which goes Sunday after- 
new WTCN radio station, it’s an-| noons from 5 to 6, starting Sept. 
nounced. No other change 
WCCO radio personnel, aside from | 
that noted, is contemplated, 
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rich Pennsylvania market area 
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cording to announcement. 

Robert Butler, 
Twin Cities group which bought 
radio station WTCN and will oper- 
ate it under the corporation name 


can Ambassador to Australia and 
Cuba. When its application for a 
TV station is granted, he says. 
WTCN radio again will be called 
WTCN-TV. 


EXPAND STANZAS ON 





ABC radio network is expanding 
its Pyramid Plan, upping the num- 
ber of stanzas involved from three 
a week to four, with the possibility 
that it may eventually include five 
shows. 


Objective is four shows, all slot- 
ted at 8 p.m., running from Tues- 
day to Friday. Shows will be in 
different program categories, to 


advertiser’s message. They'd in- 
clude an audience participation, a 
situation comedy, “Defense Attor- 
ney” and “Top Guy.” 

Possibility for the fifth show is 


chell at 9. Setup would permit a 
bankroller to come in for one pro- 
gram or for four or five. 

Getting all shows into an 8 p.m. 
Strip, it’s felt, will make them 
easier to promote and sell. 





who heads the | 


of the Minnesota Television Public | 
Service Corp., is a former Ameri- | 


ABC’S PYRAMID PLAN 


provide maximum dispersion of the | 


Marlene Dietrich’s “Cafe Istanbul,” | 
which may be moved to 8:30 p.m. | 
on Sunday, ahead of Walter Win- | 


. © 

’ yting -: 

in| 14. Neither has yet been sold. They re sho a 
Returning shows are “Kids & 0,000 Operation...» 

ac- | Co.,” which resumes in the Satur- {t's the great Tied president aes 


|day morning 11:30 to noon slot 
under Red Goose Shoes’ sponsor- 
|ship, starting this week (9); Barry 
| Gray’s “TV Newspaper,” returning 
to the 11 to 11:15 p.m. strip Aug. 
25 on N. Y.’s WABD only, with 
Sealy Mattress and Michaels Bros. 
bankrolling; “Charlie Wild, Private 
Detective,” going into the Tuesday 
9 to 9:30 period starting Sept. 2 
under sponsorship of Mogen-David 
Wine; “Kiddie Kollege,” resuming 
in the Sunday 12:30 to 1 p.m. pe- 
riod Sept. 14 for Dr. A. Posner 
Shoes, and “Double C Canteen,” 
returning to the Friday night 6:30 


ee s of 
oa wr A in the first 10 day 
the contest. 
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When you § 
Operation Sunde 
for those crawling — 
summer sales. Opera 





to 7 p.m. slot, with the Coca-Cola Sunburst low coe ane 
Bottling Co. as sponsor. include & smashing Barris a 

poescon an merchands 

0 ! 

1,000th Teleca a Pe 

’ t e st For Remy the tit — 

P eat, WLW -Televisio 

ut 
WBAP’s Weather Show) %7.."oa: 


Forth Worth, Tex., Aug. 5. 

“Weather Telefacts,’ WBAP- 
TV’s top rated weather show cel- 
ebrated its 1,000th telecast on Fri- 
day (1). Started here in October, 
1949, the telecast is seen seven 
nights each week. It had not missed 
a single show until July 8 when it 
was preempted by the Republican 
National Convention . Since its in- 
ception some 167 hours of weather 
info have been given out. 

Program was the idea of Walter 
Porter, Harold Taft and Bob Den- 
ney, all professional meteorologists 
j|for American Airlines. The pro- 
|8ram is one of the few shows of 
its kind in the country handled by 
}professional weathermen. ; 





WLW-T WLW-D wiw-C 
CINCINNATE = DAYTON coLums 


Sales offices in CINCINNATI, DAYTON coLUMaus, 
CHICAGO, NEW YORK, and HOLLYWOOD, 








: 


ee a ee 





Wednesday, August 6, 1952 VARIETY 


1Iv’S NEW ELECTION YEAR SHOW 





PERFORMING «a great 


public service! 





"CAPTURING THE DRAMA 
THE SPYRIT, AND THE 


EXCITEMENT OF THE 


U.S. SENATE AT WORK! 
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Starring in the vital role of a U. S. Senator... sea 
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Television Chatter 





New York 

Ethel Colby’s “Broadway Mati- 
nee” and the “Ethel Thorsen 
Show,” previously seen only over 
WABD, DuMont’s, N. Y. flagship, 
are expanding to a full network 
spread. DuMont, meanwhile, has 
temporarily jettisoned “Rumpus 
Room” and “Woman’s Club” and 
has axed “Frontier Theatre,” cross- 

the-board western film series . 
Comic Orson Bean guesting on 
NBC's “Matinee in N. Y-” Monday 
(11) . . . Marge Schwartz, CBS’ 
local film service. manager, current- 
ly processing a series of promo- 
tional trailers featuring the web's 
stars in the CBS “eye” setting. 
They'll be used for chain. breaks 
. Harry Friedman, DuMont's 
ersonnel relations chief, resign- 
ng to resume private law practice 
but will continue, as a consultant 
to the web... Hope Miller doubles 
into two dramatic shows next week, 
holding down a featured spot on 
WOR-TV’s “Broadway Theatre 
(“It’s a Boy”) Monday (11), Wed- 


»sday rsday, then doing | ) 
neaday sae lauresny ace | which Wrather and his mother re- 


the femme lead Friday on NBC's 
“Doorway to Danger” .*. . Life pub- 
lisher Andrew Heiskell guests to- 
night (Wed.) and Mrs. Eleanor 
Rooseyelt set as guest the follow- 
ing week (13) on Ted Granik’s 
“Youth Wants to Know” via NBC 

- Barbara Booth and Charles 
Mayer set for leads on DuMont’s 
“Plainclothesman” Sunday night 
(10) . . . TV actor Michael Drey- 
fuss back in town after a summer 
stock engagement. . . Michael Hig- 
gins, just returned from a tour of 
colleges throughout the country, 
has the lead on WOR-TV’s “Broad- 
way Theatre” next week ... With 
WPIX newscaster John Tillman on 
vacation, Harry Fleetwood - takes 
over on the station’s Telepix News- 
reel” and Jack F. A. Flynn as- 
sumes Fleetwood’s duties as night 
manager ... Herbert O. Phillips 
named exec art director in CBS- 
TV's scenic division . . Seven- 
year-old Johnnie Coleman, son of 
2i11 Coleman, radio-TV department 
chairman at Fordham U., and for- 
mer actress Imelda Wall, had the 
leads on CBS’ “Lux Video Thea- 
tre’’ Monday night (4). 

Peggy Wood, star of CBS-TV’s 
“Mama,” flew Sunday (3) to Nor- 
way to be received by King Haa- 
kon and tour the country... 
Fred Robbins is conducting a 
search for a “femme Continental” 
on WOR-TV’s all-night show; pro- 
gram, incidentally, has installed a 
Western Union wire to handle 
wires from viewers (about 500 a 
night)... Merrill E. Joels on loca- 
tion at Chester Springs, Pa., doing 
the lead in “Banderilla,” being 
filmed by Good News Productions; 
he'll be back Aug. 22 ... Harold 
L. Hadden, WOR-TV film projec- 
tion supervisor, feted Friday (1) 
on 25 years with WOR... When 
Jay Herbert’s “Sing the Words” 


was auditioned by NBC on Thurs-| in 


day (31) evening, the theatre was 
filled to 500 capacity and 300 
would-be spectators were turned 
away ... Benton & Bowles is lining 








up some heavy promotions for Roy 
Rogers when he comes to Gotham 
for the Rodeo in September. 

John Rich, NBC video director 
on the Coast, in N. Y. this week 
on a combined business-vacation 
trip... Paul Levitan, CBS-TV spe- 


cial events director, analyzed the | 


conventioncasts at Lou Dropkin’s 
American Theatre Wing seminar 
last week, with Robert Lewis 


Shayon guesting tomorrow (Thurs.) 


and Tom Slater following week 
Harpsichordist Sylvia Mar- 


| lowe on NBC-TV’s “Recital Hall” 


Sunday (10). 


Hollywood 

Lawrence Welk kudoed on his 
KTLA program by Knights of Co- 
lumbus, which gave him an award 
for being “most outstanding and 
wholesome” entertainer on TV... 
Jack Wrather back from Washing- 
ton where he made application to 
FCC for TV channels in Little 
Rock, Ark., Corpus Christi, and 
Houston, Tex., and Sacramento. 
His associate is Helen Alvarez, 
now heading KOTV in Tulsa, 


cently bought for over $2,000,000 
... Committee for Eisenhower 
shelled out $3,000 for a series of 
15-min. programs blurbing the 
GOP nominee over KTTV, paying 
$250 for each shot until election. 


Chicago 
Bill Craig, Procter & Gamble 
TV chieftain, in this week for con- 
fabs with Tommy Bartlett and Les 
Lear on “Welcome _ Travelers’ 
video show which bows from here 
on NBC Sept. 8 for the soapery 
... Miller Brewing is lifting the 
tab on ABC-TV shooting Sunday 
(10) of the final holes of the Tam 
O’Shanter golf tourney. Harry 
Wismer will do the description 
. . . Disk mimics Bill Cain, Clark 
Davis and Ellen Scott return to 
WBKB tomorrow night (Thurs.) 
with a weekly half-hour sponsored 
by Cole Products ... Lewis Goma- 
vitz, “Kukla, Fran & Ollie,” direc- 
tor, off on a Mexico vacation until 
the show returns to NBC-—V Aug. 
24 as a 30-minute Sunday after- 
noon attraction . WGN-TV’s re- 
mote director Don Cook invades a 
new field when he starts calling 
the shots next week (13) on sta- 
tion’s DuMont beaming from the 
Melody Mill ballroom. Bob Lewis 
will handle the scripting chores 
. Jack Drees takes over this 
week as regular gabber on 
WENR-TV’s 6:10 perm. sports show 
. .. Muntz TV breaks out its new 
models next week, featuring a 27- 
inch tube and new price tags 
upped $10 a unit ... With Bob 
Murphy off on a European junket, 
newsman Arthur Kiplinger is 
pinchhitting on WENR-TV’s daily 

“Bob and Kay” show. 





Philadelphia—Cramped for space 
its present quarters, KYW 
(Westinghouse chain outlet) is rent- 
— J office space from its old rival 
WCAU, CBS outlet, around the 
corner. 
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WMPS INKS U. GF TENN. 
2-YEAR GRID PACT 


Memphis, Aug. 5. 
WMPS, Memphis’ ABC outlet, 
inked a two-year pact with the 
Univ. of Tennéssee to air the Vol 
grid games exclusively in this sec- 
tor. Harold Krelstein, station’s 





Bob Neyland, w.k. coach of the Vol 
gridders who are ticketed for the 
No. 1 slot again this season in the 
National Collegiate football ranks. 

The first game to be aired by the 
Vol net and through WMPS will 


feature U.°of Tenn. and Missis- | 


sippi State, Sept. 27. The game will 
|be played here at Crump Stadium 
| Other top grid classics on the Vol 
| Slate are Duke, North Carolina, 


| Vanderbilt, Kentucky and several | 


other w.k. college clubs. 
Ed Huster agency of Knoxville 


| 


handling arrangements and inking | 


stations throughout Tennessee to 
| the Vol web. 


D.C. B'cast Ripley: 
When Is Candidate 








Recent amendments to the Fed- 
eral Communications Act, which 
included a directive that stations 
shouldn’t charge political candi- 
dates more for time than regular 
commercial advertisers are billed, 
| may contain a joker. 

It’s pointed out by some station 
operators that the amendment, 
contained in the McFarland bill 
signed by President Truman last 
month, is so worded that it applies 





bought not by the candidates 
themselves but by party and citi- 
zens committees, outlets could 
charge the politico groups pre- 
mium rates. 

In the past, before the new bill 
was signed, many broadcasters 
charged higher rates for paid po- 
litical talks on the theory that they 
chase audiences, that they are in- 
frequent buyers and that there is 
a big demand from the various 
parties for a limited amount of 


to stop this practice. 

However, it’s felt in some circles, 
the legislators overlooked the. dif- 
ference between actual office- 
seekers and spokesmen for them. 
Section 315 of the Communications 
Act, as interpreted over the years, 
differentiates between these two 
categories. The stipulation that 
higher rates are not to be charged 
applies only to candidates and not 
to their backers, in the opinion of 
some lawyers who have studied the 
Communications Act as amended. 

If it was Congress’ intent to 
safeguard all political advertisers 
against higher rates, it’s explained, 
the FCC will have to issue a. clari- 
fying rule. Otherwise those sta- 
tions which are out for coin may 
put an extra bite on groups taking 


to the airlanes to plug their candi- 
dates. 


KOIL Ups Swisher 


; Omaha, Aug. 5. 

Major changes at KOIL during 
the week brought Arden Swisher, 
sales manager of KOIL, into the 
general manager’s job. 

General manager William J. 
Newens resigned to take a spot with 
Allen & Reynolds Advertising 
agency. 








Al Simmons Switch 


Memphis, Aug. 5. 
Al Simmons, former member of 
WFAK sales staff, daytime indie 
here, resigned to take over post 
as general manager of KCRV, Car- 

ruthersville, Mo., fulltime indie. 
Prior to Memphis post, Simmons 
served as commercial manager of 

_WMPA, Aberdeen, Miss. outlet. 





Dallas—Murray Cox, farm and 
ranch director for WFAA, who 
generally airs his farm news early 
in the mornings and at mid-morn- 
ing will be featured in a full half- 
hour show each Saturday night, 
starting Aug. 16. In the past Mur- 
ray has been traveling over vari- 
ous sections of the state to bring 
the latest farm and ranch reports. 








prexy, signed the 1952-53 package | 
with the U. of Tenn., and General | 


Not a Candidate? 


to political candidates, not spokes- | 
men for candidates. Thus, since | 
the bulk of radio and tele time is | 


time. The amendment was intended | 


Inside Stuff—Television 


| Seaboard Studios’ No. 1 cameraman, Jack Etra, is fast becoming 

\legend among the talent shooting TV pix there. He gives out with a 
‘brand of fractured French and fractured Yiddish that is a strange 
| patois. “Toujours l'amour, tonight for sure” heralds that this shot 
‘counts. His cries of “m.o.l.” and “m.o.s.” intrigued and puzzled the TV 
| players until he explained that means “mit-out lights” or “mit-out 
/sound”’—a dry-run camera rehearsal. Seaboard is in N. Y. City, 





Paul Dixon’s ABC weekly hour show which originated Wedne 
(30) 7 p.m. (EST) at Coney Island in Cincinnati was easily the 
novel and expansive TV presentation done from Cincy. 

Use of the ace amusement park’s rides crammed color, action and 
thrills into the offering. These props included the Lost Rive; water 
chutes, down which Dixon, Wanda Lewis and Dottie Mack made 


Sday 
most 


their 


initial appearance; ferris wheel, merry-go-round, Dodgem, pony track 
and, for the windup, the Wildcat high roller coaster. 

Dixon and his gang, as he terms the two femme supporters, did the 
joint and individual song pantomiming to recorded tunes which is 
regular fare on their disk jockey opry. Considering that they had to 


| work without the benefit of rehearsals, results were sock. Same goe, 
for the mechanical crew, as it was strictly hustle for all hands to get 


over the park’s vast layout and keep up with close timing. 





Louis G. Cowan’s newest video word game, “Super Ghost” beamed 
| Sunday nights on NBC-TV, looks likely to top the phenomenal mail 
pull records racked up by the same shop’s “Down You Go” via Dy. 
Mont. The NBC show, with its $50 prize for the letter writers who stop 
the panelists, drew 21,578 letters during.the first five days after it 
| bowed July 27. . 





Television Index, Inc., indie publication, has taken over manage. 
|ment of Ross Reports on TV. Jerry Leichter, editor-publisher of 
Publicity Record, will be exec director of Reports and also continue 


with the Record, which will remain as a separate corporation. Wallace 
A. Ross, founder of Ross Reports, retains an interest in the company, 
He left-Sunday (3) aboard the new French liner, Flandre, for a six. 
week vacation in Europe. 








DuMont was slated to air two shows back-to-back from the same 
floor of a single studio last night (Tues.), through the simple ex. 
pedient of erecting sets for the two shows on opposite sides of the 
stage. Arrangement was made necessary by the fact that “Keep 


Posted,” which usually originates from Washington, was to be staged 
in N. Y. so that Vivien Kellems could guest on the show. And Miss 
Kellems has her own program, “The Power of Women,” in the half- 
hour directly preceding “Posted.” 

Under plans worked out by the DuMont production department, 
Miss Kellems was to do her own show, from 8 to 8:30 p.m., from one 
side of the Adelphi Theatre, N. Y., stage. As soon as she signed off 
her show, she was to turn and walk across the stage to the set for 
“Posted,” aired from 8:30 to 9. Michael DiSalle, mayor of Toledo and 
former Price Stabilization chief, was slated to guest with Miss Kellems 
on “Posted.” 








Motorola stockholders at a special meeting in Chicago last week 
| voted a 2-for-1 split of the 879,605 common shares and also decided to 
offer 175,921 additional shares of common. Latter are to be made 
available at the rate of one share for each 10 outstanding common with 
an estimated net of $5,000,000-$5,500,000. 

| Company will add this money to its working capital, according to 
| prexy Paul V. Galvin. He said that no specific use of the added coin 
| has been decided on but it will probably be used for expansion of 
Motorola’s plant and equipment facilities. Galvin also revealed the 
company’s net for the six months ended June 28 was $3,129,704, 
amounting to $3.56 per share, as compared with $3,756,863, or $4.27 
per share, for the same period in 1951. 


CLOSED CIRCUIT FEEDS | Polan’s TV Aspirations 
TV T0 MINOT, N. D. Huntington, W. Va., Aug. 5. 


Mi lis, Aug. 5 E. G. Polan, head of Polan Indus- 
inneapolis, Aug. 5. ; indus 
Minot, N. D., is the first of this | (1°2 “Huntington, W. Va., said his 


territory’s towns outside of the | “tm plans a five-station four-state 
Twin Cities and nearby area to get television chain, to cost an esti- 





TV programs. They’re regularly 
scheduled by one of the town’s two 
radio stations, KCJB, which started 
its closed circuit telecasting to sub- 
scribers with an initial schedule of 
13 hours daily. 

KCJB has no television permit, 
but does not require one, since no 
actual broadcasting is done. The 
programs are transmitted by co- 
axial cable. 2 

In Minot and a number of other 
towns in this territory funds are 
being raised to finance the con- 
struction and operation of TV sta- 
tions by the sale of stock to the 
public. The only TV stations thus 
far are KSTP and WTCN in the 
Twin Cities, both more than two 
years old. 


Salt Lake Biz Hypo _ 


Salt Lake City, Aug. 5. 
_ Rose colored glasses have be- 
come standard equipment for radio 
time salesmen here as a result of 
July biz that showed solid gains 
over the usual hot weather 
doldrums. 

Practically every station in town 
reports sales have been holding up 
surprisingly well. Reasons for the 
upswing are varied, but most seem 
to agree it’s been the result of get- 
ting new advertisers on the air. 


Another N.H. Tele Bid 


Manchester, N.H., Aug. 5. 

Union-Leader Corp., which pub- 
lishes the Manchester Union-Lead- 
er and the New Hampshire Sun- 
day News, has filed an application 
with the FCC for television chan- 
nei 9, alloted to this area. 

Previously, three 
radio station—WKBR, WMUR and 
WFEA—had filed similar applica- 
tions in the race for establishment 
of New Hampshire’s first TV outlet. 

















Manchester | 


mated $1,250,000. 


He said that applications have 
been made for channels in Ash- 
land, Ky., Parkersburg and Wheel- 
ing, W. Va., Youngstown, O., and 
Roanoke, Va., all on UHF channels. 
—_—_———————————_—_—_—saJmi s,s 1 





4 Reasons Why 


The foremost national and local 
advertisers use WEVD year after 
yea? te reach the vast 
Jewish Market 


of Metropolitan New York 
1. Top adult programming 
2. Strong audience impact 
3. Inherent listener loyalty 
4. Potential buying power 
Send for a copy of 
‘WHO’S WHO ON WEVD 


Henry Greenfield, Mon. Dir. 
WEVD, 117-119 West 46th St. 
New York 36 
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“Betty Furness, the girl with the 
puilt-in audience.” 
HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 


“wrote mash note to Betty Fur- 
ness. So glad she is to be our next 
President. First time a woman 
ever made it.” 

ROBERT C. RUARK 


“Betty Furness has such a hold on 
television audiences, we believe, 
that if she were nominated she 
would sweep the nation by acclaim. 
The kid is great... looks good... 
is young... has vitality ...a 
charming speaking voice ... dig- 
nity. She is also undoubtedly the 
best-dressed woman who has ever 
appeared on American television.” 
SEATTLE 
POST-INTELLIGENCER 


“WESTINGHOUSE GIRL ... pret- 
ty, blonde Betty Furness ... 
went on the air a total of 158 times 
to peddle her sponsor’s wares.” 
TIME 


“Here is CBS’s network control 


room. Background: commercial 
studio with tireless Betty Furness 
standing by.” 

LIFE 


“BETTY SENT ME—A utility 
called the Westinghouse headquar- 
ters at one point and asked them to 
stop their fan commercials. They 
were fresh out of fans, but custom- 
ers kept coming in and saying 
Betty Furness had sent them to 
buy one—as good a reason, other 
than the hot weather, as we can 
think of.” 


NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE 


“This convention may be referred 
to in the future as the Taft-Eisen- 
hower convention, but to the tele- 
Vision audience, it will be known 
as the Governor Fine-Betty Furness 
convention.” 


CHICAGO TRIBUNE (Editorial) 


“Who’s winnning, pop—Ike, Taft, 
or Betty Furness?” 


THE INDIANAPOLIS NEWS 
(Front page cartoon) 


“Betty Furness, queen of television 
commercials, is far better known 
here than any movie star.” 


HEDDA HOPPER 


“Democratic beaters are arriving 

the dozen to set up what 
someone has called the next Betty 
urness program.” 


THE NEW YORKER 


“Although working in the young- 
est show bix medium, Miss Fur- 
hess proved herself a trouper in 
the best traditions of the old 


school,” 
VARIETY 


»». and more votes from: 


GOODMAN ACE 

RUDY BERGMAN 

JOHN CROSBY 

HY GARDNER 
DOROTHY KILGALLEN 
FLORABEL MUIR 
NEWSWEEK 

JACK O'BRIAN 
LOWELL THOMAS 
HARRIET VAN HORNE 
EARL WILSON 

















“You can be sure— 
if it’s Betty Furness.” 


Erskine Johnson 


Personal Management: 

LESTER LEWIS ASSOCIATES 
11 East 48th Street, New York 17, New York 
Plaza 3-5083 
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Television Reviews 
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[the campaign will be won not so| 
| 


much on the airwaves as in the 
‘daily press and it will be Hanne- 


'gan’s job, if he draws the assign- | 


| ment, to see that Ike gets the right 


| kind of publicity between now and 


al can also be entertaining, in the , liam McKinley, who was the first | Election Day. 


best sense of the word. 

This first segment (3), as put to- 
gether by Ben Park of the Chi 
NBC staff and Jules Pewowar of 
the Herbert S. Laufman office, was 
nothing more than a brain-picking 
expedition with visual aids. But be- 
cause the topic was significant and 


the “brains” were authorities in 
the field it was a meaningful 30 
minute discussion. No Nielsen top- 
per, to be sure, but the sort of 


thing the medium needs to fill its 
dimensions. 

The subject was longevity. The 
pundits were University of Chicago 
profs E. M. K. Geiling and Robert 
K. Havighurst; their knowledge of 
the subject at hand obviously was 
ot care¢r depth and their ease on 
the TV podium was firstrate. They 
were adroitly led through their 
paces by Hugh Downs, whose in- 
terest in things scientific especially 
fits him for such an assignment. 

The parley was roughly divided 
in two parts. Professor Havighurst, 
with the aid of charts and maps, 
outlined the historical and geo- 
graphical aspects of the growth of 
the life span. He also touched up- 


on the psychosomatic phases of 
long life. Professor Geiling went 
into the effects of the so-called 
“wonder drugs” and radioactive 
therapy on lengthening life. He, 
stepped into a mockup lab and 
demonstrated the production of 


penicillin and showed how medici- 
nal plants are made radio active so 
that the eventual use of the drugs 
can be traced in the human system. 
These lab scenes were skillfully 
lensed and underscored the scope 
of the hardly-scratched world of 
science awaiting video's investiga- 
tion 

It was a fine beginning that 
should be given a chance to sprout 
further. Dave. | 


of the boys experting it on the 
various channels currently. 
Summation of the recent con-| 


ASK THE CAMERA 

With Bill Rippee 

Producers-Writers: Jane Kalmus, 
Enid Roth | 

15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 6:15 p.m. | 


Sustaining | 
WNBT, N. Y. 

Here’s an ingenious little show 
which might catch on with better 
production mountings. It’s a quiz-| 
zer, with WNBT staff announcer 
Bill Rippee asking the questions, | 
answers to which are provided by | 
film clips culled from NBC-TV’s | 
mammoth film library. Home view- | 
ers are supposed to compete 
against an NBC personality for the | 
top score. Only trouble is, the 
NBC star supposedly completed 
the test in advance and does not 
appear on the show in person. As 
a result, with no prizes offered 
viewers, there's little incentive for | 
them actually to get interested in| 
the contest. 


Format will have the questions 
based on different subjects each 
night of the week. On the initialer 
Monday night (4), for example, the 
topic was American presidents. 
NBC's library provides clips on all 
Prexies ever filmed, back to Wil- 


| 











WE'RE BACK 


ED, 
/ HOWELL 
\ ROGIN 
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to appear before a motion picture 
Questions and their an- 


camera. 


swers provided interesting, infor-| 


mative material but the show still 
needs more of a contest gimmick 
to lure the viewers. Use of a panel 
of name celebs to compete .with 
each other or against the home 
setsiders might turn the trick. 

made for good, per- 
sonable emcee but would project 
better if he refrained from read- 
ing so much. Film clips were well 
selected but the editing could have 


Rippee a 


been tighter. On shots featuring 
Franklin D Roosevelt for ex- 
ample, the film was not in the 
right progressive orde! jumping 
back and forth from one date to 
another of his life. Stal. 


GERALD JOHNSON 
Director: Paul Kane 
15 Mins.; Fri. 9 p.m. 
WAAM-TV, Baltimore 
Gerald Johnson is an important 


journalistic figure here, having by- | 


lined for the Sunpapers in its hey- 


day of topflight writing. He has 
also cut quite a swath nationally 
with several important books and 


articles in the major publications | 


and the philosophy of 
present day life in America. In 
many respects he has taken the 
place formerly occupied by H. L. 
Mencken, as the “Sage of Balti- 
more,’ *and what he says is im- 
portant. 

Speaking from the,living room 
of his home on old Bolton Street, 
Johnson employs a calm and de- 
tatched delivery to point his views 
of the current political scene, lean- 
ing toward the “liberal” side 


on history 


theme a clarity and modest know- 
how that is a welcome switch from 
the blatant pontificating of many 


ventions and analysis of develop- 
ments thereafter worked out as he 
predicted and the overall effect of 
his spiel which builds confidence 


| should develop a considerable aud- 


ience and is natural for a regular 
network pickup. Burm. 


| GOP Radio-TV 


ama Continued from page 23 














Summerfield, new chairman of the 
GOP national committee and a 
wealthy auto merchant, was instru- 
mental in having the plum tossed 
to Kudner, via that agency’s long- 
time association with General Mo- 
tors. Y&R, meanwhile, is in the 
running for the Citizen’s Commit- 
tee for Eisenhower account, which 
is a separate piece of business. 
While the GOP plans to spend 
that $2,500,000 in radio and TV 
time for its nominee, the party also 
may hire press agent Steve Hanna- 
gan to handle press and public re- 
lations for Eisenhower. It’s felt 
by some of the party bigwigs that 


( 


FROM CHICAGO... 


READY 10 
SERVE YOU 


\ 


\ 


tudes} 


756 7th AVE... CO. 5-7529 


OR TELEVISION 


and | 
i giving to his carefully developed 


Both major parties, meanwhile, 
| are expected to reserve a half-hour 
on all networks, both radio and 
| 
(Nov. rap 
campaigns, as they did in 1948. 











Tele Followups 





y_____- Continued from page 26 2 
cracked each of the two cases pre- 
sented in virtually no time. With 
only the two prepared for pres- 
entation, Rathbone was forced to 
do some painfully-obvious padding 
to round out the 30 minutes. Rath- 
| bone’s faltering delivery, incident- 
| ally, indicates that he would do 
| well to make use of the Tele- 
prompter, which could be avail- 
lable to him under CBS-TV’s con- 
|tract with the prompting device. 

| Lucky Strike plugs, on film for 
ithe summer, 
that 
middle routine. They’re becoming 
boring through overuse on all the 
Lucky Strike-sponsored shows 
Stal. 











Gott 


'——— Continued from page 25 








| 
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| merly 
| Liberty 
| southwestern 


| throughout the world to air express | 


back to N. Y. each week the partic- 
ular record or records which are 
the current faves abroad. The disks 
will then be aired on a special half- 
hour show, complete with a name 


formation about each tune.,As Cott 
explained, the show should run 
something like a Hit Parade of all 


countries. ° 
For the BBC dramatic shows, 
Cott arranged with Val Gielgud, 


BBC’s drama chief (and brother of 
actor John Gielgud) to provide 
WNBC with the best dramatic pro- 


swap is involved, he 
WNBC is prepared to play the Brit 
ish shows in their full length of 
one-and-a-half or one-and-three- 





| quarters hours. Cott has tentative- 


lly slotted the shows for Saturday | and 
afternoons in the fall, considering | 


them to be good competition for 
the Metropolitan Opera pickups as 
carried by ABC. 


As another part of the service, 
Cott said Gielgud will be in con- 
stant touch with him about Ameri- 
can preferences in programs. 
WNBC chief pointed out, however, 
that because of the big boom in 
British pictures in this country, 
coupled v.ith the fact that most of 
the top British pic stars also do the 
BBC shows, they should catch on 
readily. Gielgud has also prom- 
ised Cott full use of the BBC tran- 
scription library, meaning that 
WNBC can program more than one 
such show a week, or substitute a 
previously-recorded show if the 
current one might not be as much 
to the liking of WNBC listeners. 











Continued from page 24 
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Chicago, while the all-important 
Missouri delegation poll-taking was 
going on at Convention Hall. 
Through on-the-spot editing, the 
web was able to preserve the top 
features of both events, thereby 
utilizing TV for the first time the 
way it should be used. Other nets, 
Mickelson said, followed the ac- 
cepted radio technique of sticking 
to Washington alone, and so missed 
the dramatic moment when Tru- 
man’s alternate stated the Presi- 
dent was voting for Gov. Adlai 
| Stevenson. 





deejay to provide the pertinent in- | 


iTV. the night before the election | 
3) for a final wrapup of their | 
| “Strike It Rich” in late August on 
Joan Pastin has-started a weekly quarter-hour Sunday after 
at teen-age : 


Wednesday, August 6, 1952 
ne 





a, 
From the Production Centres | 








own. Morry Fierst will continue to operate PP... Vi 
| KDKA, leaves late this month on a three-month t 
|to Africa. She’ll do 36 programs for her station, a 
Nations Radio and also write a weekly column on her 


for the morning Post-Gazette 
husband-and-wife team 


gram on WDTV aimed 
emphasis on fashions. 
rected by Bob Holt 


It’s being 
Jim 


| tion at Bedford Springs Hotel 


has been named to represent the 


television committee of Variety Clubs International 
. 
' 





Circling the Kilocycles 





St. Louis—John T. Curry has | 
been named Sales Promotion Man- | 
ager of KMOX, CBS outlet, suc- 
ceeding C. W. Doebler, who has 
been transferred to WBBM, Chi- | 
cago. Curry comes from WBBM, | 


still relied mainly on |and prior to that had been in the 
ripping-the-cigaret-down-the- iresearch division of McCann Erick 
4 é | 


son. 


Dallas—J. Carlton Adair, for- 
veepee of the now defunct 

Broadcasting System, is 
zone manager for 
Meck Television, Inc., which 
opened two stores here last week. 
Sask.—Ron Hunka, 
chief announcer at CHAB, Moose 
Jaw, has joined the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp.'s Alberta out- 
let, CBX, Edmonton. He's a for- 
mer CJOC, Lethbridge, Allta., | 
staffer. 


Moose Jaw, 


Manchester, N. H.—Julie Blake, 


|who has had previous experience | 


19:25 to 
| Mrs. 


in conducting programs over local 
radio stations, has been named as | 
home economics director of WFEA, | 
effective on Aug. 4. She will han- | 
dle the daily “Kitchen Chat” from | 

9:55 a.m. She succeeds | 
Adeline Cassaboom .. .| 


| Charles W. Gray has resigned as | 


; news 
gram aired on BBC each week. No| WHEB, Portsmouth, a post which 
said, but! he had held since January of 1945. 


Columbus—Gene Fullen, former 
|}announcer at KSAL, Salina, Kan., 


| 
| 





Co., advertising agency, Kansas 
City, Mo. Kirwan has been with 
| WHAS-TV sales since February, 
1950. 


| vs P P 
| With the transmission lines run- | 


| ning from D.C, to N.Y., rather than 
from D.C. to Chicago, Mickelson 
| said, he could not see the Washing- 
jton pickup on his monitor in Chi 
{and so had to “play it strictly by 
ear.” 





events simultaneously, CBS cut all 
| audio from Washington except for 
loccasional noise from the airplane 
engine to give the picture the feel- 
jing of reality, utilizing instead the 
| audio from Chi, which was the Mis 


}souri poll-taking. By a combination 


of judicious editing and lucky co- 
| incidence he said, it was possible 
j to have a tight one-shot of My 
| Truman boarding his plane for Chi 
at the precise moment when Gavin 
|read the President's vote for Goy 
| Stevenson, 


To let viewers in on the two | 


| Television for Bruce B, Brewer & 


broadcaster at radio station | 
| 


WISH, 
WBNS 
as a 


has 
being 
disk | 


Indianapolis, 
here and is 
mid-evening 


joined 
touted 


jockey. 


St. Louis — Charles Stookey, 
farm editor for KXOK is now 
doubling asa platter spinner. Every 
Saturday between 10 and 11 p.m. 
Stookey plays bucolic ditties on 
the station’s Barn Dance program. 


Cleveland—Ed Stevens has been 
promoted to program director and 
Harry Dennis to chief engineer of 
WERE... WTAM-WNBK will ask 
Parma City Council to approve a 
$1,000,000 transmitter for WNBK. 
The TV outlet now shares space 
with WTAM at Brecksville ... 
Joe Berg, who kills the English 
language on a WXEL-TV comic 
stanza, Tuesday and Thursday 
11:30 a.m. is on the speech depart- 
ment at Cleveland College... 
Ohio Advertising has been given 
the Ohio State Fair promotion as- 
signment in northern Ohio. 











Omaha,—Thirty 
terrupte* broadcasts, 
to 10,960 consecutive 
commemorated Sunday (3) by 
Norfolk, Neb. station WJAG. 
There was a public program in the 
auditorium at which a Miss WJAG 
was crowned. 


of unin- 
amounting 
days were 


years 


Louisville—Jack Kirwan has | 
left WHAS-TV sales department | 
to become Director of Radio and | 


| 

Richmond—Irvin G, Abeloff, gen- | 
eral manager of WLEE since its 
founding in 1945, has been elected | 
a V.p. | 

Boston—Cecil L. Richards. for- 
merly with Washington, D. C., ad- 


vertising agency, has been ap- 
pointed assistant to John Stilli, | 
WBZ WBZ-TV’s advertising and 


promotion manager ... Joseph P. 
Cullinane has taken over the post 
of publicity director for WBZ 
WBZ-TV. He was a former staffer 


on local dailies ... WEII's deejay, 
Larry Homer, took a fling in legit 
last week when he doubled as an 
olstage newscaster and later ap- 
peared onstage as a telegraph line- 
man in John Hancock Hall produc- 
ition, “The Petrified Forest.” | 


Continued from page 36 =———____ 


on Channel 3, 


Murray and 
Rita Conlin, of Walker-Downing agency, 


|completion with integration 
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Merge Newsrooms 


At WOR-Mutual 


The Mutual 
consolidation 


and WOR 


moving 


(N. Y) 
1S closer to 
of 
two newsrooms 

Milton Berg was name recto} 
of news for both MBS and wor 


(he previously was exclusively with 


the web), with Arthur Feldman 
handling the special events fo, 
MBS-WOR. 

Dave Driscoll, who had headed 
the WOR and WOR-TV news-spe- 


cial events setup for years, switch. 
es to WOR-TYV. His longtime 
sistant, Edythe Meserand, moves 
with him to the WOR TV Square 
Mutual's old newsroom on the 19th 
floor of 1440 Broadway has been 
shifted upstairs into the WOR 
quarters on the 24th floor 

As part of the consolidation, the 
Mutual accounting department, 
which had been in the Longacre 
Theatre, has been shifted down 
to 1440 Broadway, thus bringing 
all MBS offices under one roof. 


as- 





'GOP IN KICKOFF 


ON OHIO NETWORK 


5 
off 


Columbus 
Republicans 


Aug 


The kicked 


| their 1952 national campaign here 


Thursday (31) with a special Ohio 
radio’ and television network cover: 
ing the evening session of the one- 
day Ohio GOP Convention held in 
the RKO Palace Theatre. 


Not only was it the kickoff of 
the campaign but the speakers’ list 
and the speeches indicated it was 
an attempt on the part of the Eis- 
enhower forces to heal the wounds 
of Ohio which went down the line 
for Ohio’s Sen. Robert A. Taft at 
the convention in Chicago. Sen. 
Richard Nixon, the GOP vice-presi- 
dential nominee, delivered the 
main address and Arthur Summer: 
field, national committee chairman 
also spoke. 











Fileen BARTON 


JUNG HOTEL 
NEW ORLEANS 
FOR 2 WEEKS 
Coral Recording Artist 
DIRECTION: MCA 


——_—, 








Luxurious View Home 
10 Min. to CBS and NBC - TV Studios 
Private and secluded on acre level 
ground. All steel frame. Copper plumb- 
ing. Master bedroom complete with 
deluxe fully carrara glassed — 
dressing rm. and study. Beautiful © 
steel and corrara glass kitchen. Maid's 
quarters. 25 x 50 all sje heated pee" 
odioined by rumpus house comple'? 
with built-in BBQ, fireplace, bor, | 
jection rm., TV, Radio with speok 


s 4 over 
over patio and pool. Owner has) 





pro- 


ers 











100,000 invested, wants 75 000 or w' 
take offer for quick sale. Write 
2200 BEECH KNOLL RD , 
GR. 6568 


HOLLYWOOD 46 
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Of ‘Kings’ and Batting Averages 


4 side-bar on last week's survey of the music business, that the 
phonograph record is the new “king” of Tin Pan Alley, is the 
publishers’ observations that the recording execs are only as potent 
as long as they maintain a good batting average. 

The artists & repertoire men also “play by ear,” when it comes 
to deciding what to wax and what to reject; also the manner in 
which it is allegedly keyed to this or that disk artist, determines 
they're heroes in and out of the trade. Anything they want to do 
they dare to do, and this taking-chances principle seemingly re- 
sults in a pyramiding good batting average, at least so long as the 
































Capitol artists Mel Blane and Billy 


yogue for the “new sounds” obtains. They can crack whips or 
crack their knuckles, and it'll get on wax. 
Once the tide turns, the music publishers have observed, they 
become unduly cautious; manifest unsureness of position; and it’s 
then that the artist becomes the tail that wags the dog—they be- 
come the songpickers and dictate the manner of interpretation. 
The trial-and-error technique, of course, is constantly evidenced 
by the manner in which a publisher will bring in a flock of song 
manuscripts. The whim of the a. & r. man, or the manner in 
which it is allegedly keyed to this or that disk artist, dtermines 
whether that song will ever see the light of day in published form. 
The recording decides publication and the plug. Any number of 
songs are “accepted” for publication, but the majority are done 
for the purpose of wooing diskery interest. 
The a. & r. man who has a streak of weakies is inclined not to 
be as derring-do, and by following the tried and true he frequent- 
ly compounds the tired and through. 
—- —————— = 
Victor's Extended-Play’ 45s Aim A 
ictors Extended-Fiay 40s Aim At 
Revival of Single-Disk Longhair Bi 
evival of Single-Disk Longhair biz 
RCA Victor’s launching of their¢ 
new “extended play” 45 rpm disks | ’ rs 
this fall will signify the company’s | Canary S Record Flight 
opening gun to restore the single | 
record business in the longhair . 
field. George R. Marek, Victor’s To Coral Disk Pact 
overall artists and repertoire chief. Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
said the 45 EP's (extended play) is} (Coral Records will unveil a new 
designed to rediscover ‘the man | oni agen Chandl S 5 
with the $1 bill.” That’s a figurative | rp, aren andier, Sept. 9, 
statement, since it’s understood | after a new speed record had been 
that the EP’s, which will give from | established for launching a career. 
six to nine minutes of music per Chirp w diti " 
side, will sell for about $1.50. Vic-| 3) manager rw vege he ape 
tor execs are keeping their final | Tuesday and signed on Wednesday. 
price tag under wraps. | Thursday he had her cut four sides. 
Marek pointed out that single | Friday Decca’s Gordon Jenkins 
— a the bulk > long-| heard them and recommended the 
air platter sales before the ad-| njattery put Miss Chandler under 
gh the 33 rpm a. Since contract. Saturday, Amsel planed 
on 3 ae eveteeents wever, | to New York where, on Monday, he 
album sales of full-length works) set a deal with Milt Gabler, A&R 
have become dominant to the point | exee¢ for Coral. Decca’s subsid 
where ; - a - > ptge , . * . 
where single disk sales have vir- Waxery takes over the original four 
tually been wiped out in the long-| cides as part of its recording deal 
hair field, except for such hits aS! with the chirp 
Mario Lanza’s “Be My Love.” | : 
Victor’s move to EP’s stems from | 
a conviction that a large market is | ° 
ready for hundreds of shorter long- 0 1S 
hair selections which can be pack- 0 
aged on a single 45 rpm disk at a 
wee comparable to the bargain Sal ° N y A 
oifered by the 33 rpm disks. Such 
selections as “The Blue Danube” es mn ee rea 
and “Finlandia,” for example, are 4 
among the short longhair pieces} _ Breakdown of disk sales on a ter- 
which will be among the typical | ritorial basis shows that the New 
works in Victor’s future EP cata-| York area is far ahead of the rest 
log. It’s not planned to issue any | 0f the country by accounting for 
current hits on EP’s. but Victor| about 12% of the nation’s total 
will release standards on these| Platter turnover. New York is one 
45's, each of which will contain | Of the few territories which does 
four tunes. : /more business than its population 
A key feature in the EP project | rating, which is about 10% of the 
Will be a new style packaging. In| total count. 
place of the paper covers, Victor The Coast area, ranging from 
ae dress up the EP’s in hard-| Seattle to Southern California, is 
acked, album-styled envelops to the most laggard sales territory in 
Rive the package a more substan-| the U. S. Despite the fact that it 
tial look. One of the major handi-' is the fastest-growing area, popula- 
ren of the 45’s to date has been |tion-wise, it only accounts for about 
their tendency to get lost on the | 3% of the total disk turnover. 
ert shelves. Unless a 45 rpm 
er moved fast, like the Lanza “ 
etchings, retailers have found no Capitol Film Slated For 
ee one method of stocking or 
chandising them. Special at- . 1 
— is being given to this prob- 120 Showings In Fall 
y RCA execs. Capitol Records’ new 30-minute 
promotional film, “Wanna Buy A 
ANNU AL q ANDY DINNE | Record?”, which was shot by prexy 
| Glenn E. Wallichs, will be exhib- 
FOR HIS PET CHARITY | ite@ at 120 dealer meetings this 
Click of la , i 
dinner to W. om Pts He a [relations campaign. Film will then 
~ 4 decision to honor the compos- | be made available to Armed Serv- 
<td St. Louis Blues” and other | ice clubs, schools and libraries as 
inner wie ag ye me weg oe | |a non-commercial educational doc- 
on a Monday, Nov. it. ot the Wal- | umentary on how disks are made. 
dorf-A storia, N. Y. Wallichs shot the film in color 
of urPose is to further the work | with 16m equipment from a script 
Bling’ Handy Foundation for the 
aa Inc., his pet charity. The 
bing old songsmith has been | May star in the pie as an aggres- 
chair for many years. Noble Sissle, | sive music dealer and a reluctant 
§ foam Of the dinner committee, | buyer who is taken qn a tour of the 
mit. wating a sponsoring com-| Capitol plants io ollywood and 
vee of 100, Scrantom 








FORESEE SOLID 
FALL SEASON 


The disk biz is taking a healthy | 
swing upwards, according to sales | 
reports to the major companies | 
from the field. Upbeat trend was 
felt a couple of weeks ago, and is 
expected to rise steadily until the | 
solid fall-winter season buying ac- 
tivity begins perking steadily. 

Columbia Records, which has 
been the pace-setter in the pop 
field for almost two years, is still 
leading the field. Currently, the 
company is riding with over 20 plat- 
ters which are selling from 10,000 
te 45,000 copies weekly. Biz is so 
healthy for Columbia that they 
have had more hits working for 
them this summer than they did| 
last Christmas. 

RCA Victor execs also report an | 
upswing in sales recently. Com- 
pany execs will head out across the 
country on a series of distrib meets 
to put over its fall merchandising 
program in the field. Decca is ‘also 
moving upwards with several click 
sides as is Mercury Records. M-G-M 
Records is also hitting a good 
stride as is London Records, which 
is rolling with Vera Lynn’s etching 
of “Auf Wiedersh’n, Sweetheart.” 
Publishers are encouraged by the 
disk biz upturn, anticipating a sim- 
ilar move in the sheet music field. 
Copy sales hit one of the lowest 
ebbs in recent years this summer 
and publishers need the upbeat to 
take them off the financial hook for 
the year. Biz has been so rocky | 
in recent months that top hits, | 
which figured to sell over 500,000 
copies, just barely reached the 
300,000 mark. Latter figure, more- 
over, does not include the returns 
which are still due. 


15% Buying Hike 
At NAMM Confab 
InShortage Threat 


Confronted with a strong likeli- 
hood of tighter Government re- 
strictions on vital raw materials, 
music dealers stepped up their 
buying activities by 15° at the 
National Assn. of Music Merchants 
convention which ended at the 
Hotel New Yorker, N. Y., last week. 














Orders mainly affected  instru- 
ment manufacturers of pianos, 
guitars, wind and brass instru- 


ments. Retailer attendance at the 
NAMM conclave was set at 7,460, 
about the same as at the 1951 Chi- 
cago conclave. 

Henry E. © ‘'away, president of 
Thearle M: Co. in San Diego, 
was elected the new prexy of 
the NAMM, replacing Ray S. Er- 
landson who becomes chairman of 
the board. Other officers elected 
were Russell B. Wells, vice-prexy; 
Ben F. Duvall, secretary, and 
Parker M. Harris, treasurer. 

Next two NAMM conventions 
have been set for Chicago in 1953 
and 1954. Convention execs will 
take a poll of the exhibitors to de- 
termine whether they want to come 
back to N. Y. in 1955. It’s been tra- 
ditional for the NAMM to stage 
their conventions in N. Y. once 
every three years. 

Although attendance at the cur- 
rent convention did not advance 
over last year’s, music execs were 
encouraged by the sharp pickup in 





| fall as part of the diskery’s public | 


‘by advertising veepee Lloyd Dunn. : 


floor sales by the exhibitors who 
had displays on eight floors of the 
‘hotel. Exhibitors included the in- 
| strument companies, the radio-TV 
| manufacturers, the major disk 
| companies. some publishers and a 
flock of gadget accessory firms. 





James’ Benefit in Houston 
Houston, Aug. 5. 
Harry James orch is slated for a 
one-nighter here at the City Audi- 
torium on Aug. 13. 
Proceeds of the local appearence 
will go to the Variety Clubs’ Boys 





4 Club program. 


Goody's Court Challenge of Price 
Fix Law Eyed by Disk Industry 





Ritter Recutting ‘Noon’ | 


As British Take to Tune: 


Tex Ritter, Capitol Records 
country vocalist currently in Eng- 
land, is recutting his version of | 
“High Noon,” Dmitri Tiomkin-Ned 
Washington tune which is used as 
thematic background for the Gary | 
Cooper pic starrer of the same | 
title. Pic opened in England before | 
it did in the U.S. and the number 
has been climbing steadily on the 
British bestseller lists. 

Ritter handled the soundtrack | 
vocal in the picture and Capitol | 
issued the first version of the tune. | 
British Decca, which has a re- | 
leasing deal with Capitol in Eng-| 
land, is handling the new Ritter | 
recording session in an attempt to | 
cash in on the local interest in the | 
number. 


Al Miller's Coast 
Spot for Victor 


With Henri Rene due east end 
week, RCA Victor has upped Al| 
Miller into the company’s top Coast 
recording spot. Miller had been | 
sales manager for Victor’s country | 
and blues-and-rhythm disk division, 
under Steve Sholes, and his pro- 
motion to the Coast artists-and- | 
repertoire post is in the nature of 
an experiment. Victor execs be- 
lieve that Miller’s selling experi- 
ence has given him the pulse of the 
market tastes. 

Rene, who has been on the Coast 
for more than two years, will take 
over the No. 2 spot in the Victor's 
a&r department under Dave Kapp. 
Rene will assist Kapp on artists 
and tunes as well as ct 1tinue in the 
capacity of musical director. He 
was brought east at his own 
request. 


RIAA NAMES MARTIN: 
FOR PROMOTION SPOT 


Implementing its project to 
launch an institutional promotion 
campaign in behalf. of the disk 
industry, the Record Industry 
Assn. of -America has named 
Joseph C. Martin as director of 
|industry promotion. Campaign is 
|slated to tee off in September 
| through a cooperative effort of the 
41 member firms of the RIAA. 
Approximately $100,000 has been 
budgeted for the ad-publicity cam- 
paign. 

Martin will work under John W. 
Griffin, RIAA exec director. 


Arrest Chris Powell 
In A.C. Reefer Charge 


Atlantic City, Aug. 5. 
Chris Powell, band, leader at the 


Yacht club, mid-city hot spot, 
faces a hearing in Municipal Court 
here Thursday (7) when he will 
answer charges of possession of 
marihuana. Powell was picked up 
early Sunday morning (3) by mem- 
bers of the city cleanup squad. 
| Arrest was made just before final 
show got underway, with police 
allowing Powell to remain in night 
club with band until after the 
show might be given. 

Musician, 30 years old, was play- 
ing drums with band when cops 
searched clothing in his room, 
finding, they said, three cigarets. 
Powell denied knowledge of how 
the “reefers” were in his clothing. 
'He likewise denied smoking the 
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Key to the future of the disk 
industry’s price structure is seen 


| hinged onto the suit filed last week 


in N.Y. Federal Court by Sam 
Goody against Cetra-Soria Records 
over the latter’s attempt to fix list 
prices on their longhair catalog. 
Goody, the country’s largest cut 
price platter store, is putting up the 
first challenge to the new Federal 
Fair Trade law recently signed by 
President Truman. 


Goody is attacking the Fair Trade 
law indirectly by claiming that it 1s 
in violation of the Defense Produc- 


| tion Act of 1950 which fixed ceiling 


prices, According to Goody’s brief, 
at the time the ceiling prices were 
set, there was no Fair Trade law 
and hence his discount prices were 
not at the time violations of any 
fair trade contract. Goody further 
claims that the attempt by Cetra- 
Soria to fix prices in excess of 
ceiling prices cannot succeed be- 
cause the Defense Production Act 
is controlling in this situation. 

Cetra-Soria is the first disk com- 
pany to attempt to fair trade its 
merchandise, Goody has been sell- 
ing the Cetra-Soria line, which lists 
at $5.95 and $4.75 for 12 and 10- 
inch platters, for $4.17 and $3.33, 
or about 30% off. 

Major company execs, who have 
been studying the legal ramifica- 
tions of the Fair Trade law, are 
now awaiting the decision of the 
Goody-Cetra case before making 
any moves, It’s known that the 
majors are strongly in favor of 
setting up firm list prices, but thty 
are afraid that there are too many 
loopholes in the law for them to go 
to the expense of drawing up fair 
trade contracts in each state. If 
Goody’s suit is successful, it’s ex- 
pected to ring the death knell for 
any future attempt to eliminate 
price-cutting. 

The indie companies, with the 
exception of Cetra-Soria, are vir- 
tually unanimous in their opposi- 
tion to the Fair Trade law. In any 
case, they do not intend to enter 
into any price-fixing agreements 
with fetailers. One indie com- 
pany exec said that Goody and 
other discount houses have kept 
him in business by buying his mer- 
chandise in bulk. It’s believed that 
the indies could survive without 
heavy discounts on their platters. 


GARNER MAPS ISRAELI, 
SCANDINAVIAN HOPS 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Erroll Garner, who just closed 
at the Chicago Theatre here last 
week, is being scheduled for a 
Scandinavian swing, and then a 
long hop to Israeli to follow after 
the first of the year. Pianist, who 
is booked until Jan. 1, 1953, has 
been getting heavy European plat- 
ter play, and if tour works out will 
swing back to the rest of the Con- 
tinent in the fall of '53. 

Garner Trio plays the Ebony Club, 
Cleveland, Aug. 11, for a week 
and then does 11 days in St. Louis. 
He'll probably play theatres then 
until October, when he goes into 
the Tiffany, Hollywood, and for 
November swing up to the Bhack- 
hawk, San Francisco. 


Alexander to RCA For 
Adv., Sales Promotion 


William I. Alexander has been 
named advertising and sales pro- 
motion manager of RCA Victor, 
stepping into the spot vacated by 
Dave Finn’s promotion to sales 
manager of the RCA custom record 
division. Alexander will report to 
Larry Kanaga, general sales man- 
ager of the Victor disk division. 











}weed as did all members of his 
| band, according to detective cap- 
tain Jerry Sullivan, head of the 


cleanup unit. 


Alexander comes to Victor from 
'Montgomery Ward where he was 
‘director of retail advertising 
| standards. 
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|Jocks, 








tol). 


another brilliant instrumental on 
“Callaghan,” a British instrumen- 
tal used as thematic material in a 


Lon 


name. 
melodic pattern and could be an- 
other 


via 
tion 


joins Paul with a solid vocal on an 


alfa 


potential. 
jock and juke fare. 

Jo Stafford: ‘“Jambalaya’’-“Early 
Autumn” (Columbia). “Jambalaya,” 
another Louisiana bayou number, 
is excellent material for Jo Staf- 
ford, who clicked with 
Boats” in a similar vein. 
atmospheric, 
plenty 
orch and Norman Luboff chorus 
providing the background kick. On 


the 


a new 
with a later release date. 


Vv 


“Marryin’ Time” (London). 


don 


follow up on Vera Lynn’s click| vocal in infectious style. 
with “Auf Wiederseh’n”’ by releas- 


ing 
in’ 


without sufficient power to. break 
through in the U. S. 


Litt 


ment 


stro 


maintain her standings on the hit 
lists. 

Tony Bennett: “Roses of Yester- 
day’ 


Aga 


characteristic schmaltzy style gets 
a good showcasing on “Roses,” 


Irvi 


mer 
tailormade for Bennett's delivery. 
Flip is another slow ballad which 


Ben 
cal 


a suitably sweetish background. 

Guy 
Like”-“Sunshowers” (Decca). ‘You 
Like” 
Latin beat which Guy Lombardo’s 
orch bounces in attractive fashion. 
Kenny Gardner handles the vocal 
in ace style and this side could 







































































Les 
Mister, Callaghan”-“ 
Your.Arms and Held Me” (Capi- 








Ford: “Meet 
Take Me in 


Paul-Mary 


Les Paul has come up with 


play by the same 
has an arresting 


legit 
Tune 


don 


“Third Man Theme” click 
Paul’s multiple guitar rendi- 
. On the reverse, Mary Ford 


lfa tune with equally strong 
Both sides are surefire 


“Shrimp 
Vocal is 
and 
Weston 


flavorsome 


commercial, Paul 





reverse, Miss Stafford vocals 
ballad, “Early Autumn,” | 
Love’’- | 

Lon- | 
missing a good | 


era Lynn: “A _ Little 


Records is 


these lack-lustre sides. “Marry- 
Kind” is only a pleasant item 


market. “A 
le Love” is a slight improve- 
but Miss Lynn needs 
nger material than this to 


’-“You Could Make Me Smile 
in” (Columbia). Tony Bennett's 


an 
It's a com- 
sentimental number 


ng Berlin tune. 
cially 


nett belts according to his typi- 
form. Percy Faith orch lends 


Lombardo Orch: “You 


is a cute novelty with a 





Jukes and Disks 


By MIKE GROSS 





as one of the best commercial or- 
ganizations now around, has been 
grinding out a consistent proces- 
sion of highclass sides. “Loaded 
With Love” is another flashy ef- 
fort on so-so material with the 
orch execution far better than the 
tune. Marcie Miller and Tommy 
Mercer duet the lyric in good style. 
Reverse is a slower item with bet- 
ter chances. Anthony projects it 


with a Miller-Mercer vocal with 
fine orch and choral support. 
Bernice Parks: “You Intrigue 


Me”-“That’s What a Song Can Do” 
(Seger). “You Intrigue Me” is in 
the “Kiss of Fire” groove, and may 
be handicapped by the compari- 
sons. It’s a good tune for the 
genre, however, and Bernice Parks 
socks it across stylishly, without 
straining for any new sound. Flip 
is a big ballad and Miss Parks de- 
livers this with maximum impact 
with a hardhitting open-voiced 
style. Fred Norman orch backs up 
in topflight style. 

Louis Prima Orch: ‘Chile Sauce”’- 
“One Mint Julip’” (Columbia). 
Louis Prima come up with two 
snappy novelties on this coupling. 
“Chile Sauce” has a cute lyric with 
a Latin beat, Prima belting the 
“Julip” 
is another attractive item, although 
the beat tends to get a bit monoton- 
ous, 

Denny Vaughan: ‘Forevermore” 
-“Take It Off’ (MRT). Denny 
Vaughan has firstrate pipes and 
could break through with the 
proper material as other young 
vocalists have on indie label. ‘‘For- 
evermore” could be the side; it’s 
a grandiose ballad which gets an 
appropriately eloquent rendition. 
Reverse is a minox tune. 


New Band Review 


Art Lowry Orch: -“Hold Me in 
Your Heart™“Somebody — Else's 
Arms; “Down by the O-Hi-O”- 
‘What Do You Mean By Loving 
Somebody Else” (Columbia). Art 
Lowry is Columbia's first entry in 
the band sweepstakes and it’s a 
good bet. Lowry is a keyboard 
specialist and his pianistics have 
a lush, but tasteful quality which 
keynotes the band arrangements. 
“Heart” is an Italo-styled number 


| which gets line vocal by Peter Han- 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending July 26) 

London, July 28. 
Auf Wiederseh'n.....Maurice 
Blue Tango bcaceh's SameULae 
Homing Waltz..........Reine 
Never rere 8 Fs 
Kiss of Fire ...-Duchess 
Blacksmith Slues... Chappell 
Won’t Live in Castle Connelly 
Pawnshop Corner. .Cinephonic 
High Noon Robbins 
Time Say Goodbye.. Pickwick 


sere ewer 


Be Anything......Cinephome 
I'm Yours Mellin 
Second 12 
Tell Me Why Morris 
Ay-round The Corner. Dash 
Wheel -of Fortune Victoria 
At Last .. Pickwick 
Gandy Dancers Ball. . .Disney 
eS Oa ery soot F.D.&H. 


A Guy Is a Guy........Leeds 


Trust in Me.......... Wright 
Day of Jubilo ...... Connelly 
0 ee ee Victoria 
Heart of a Clown ....Maddox 
i a ee ere Cox 








Fletcher Henderson, Goodman's 
one-time arranger. Result was 
some sharp demonstrations of the 
swing techniques by the Goodman 
trio augmented by Lou MacGarity 
on trombone; 


and John Smith on guitar. 


being given to the Henderson 


Fund. 
Platter Pointers 


a fine set of standards in “Roman- 
tic Moods” for M-G-M .. . Man- 
tovani orch comes up with a couple 


the same label, Russ Morgan has 
a likely side in ‘“Walkin’ to 
Missouri” .. . Ted Heath registers 


for London. 





















































































































































in a concert tributes to then-ailing 


Buck Clayton on | 
trumpet; Eddie Safranski on bass, | 
Royal- | 
ties on this disk, incidentally, are | 


Norman Greene orch has sliced | 


of ace instrumentals in “Die| 
Schonbrunner” .and “The Agnes | 
Waltz” (London)... George Cates 
orch hits hard on “Carmen's | 
Boogie” (Coral) . . Eddie Habat | 
has a cute polka side in “Blue | 
Dancing Shoes” (Decca) On 


nicely on “Turkey in the Straw” | 
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Songs With Largest Radio Audience | 


The top 30 songs of week (more in case of ties) 
copyrighted Audience Coverage Index & Audience Tre) 
Published by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John Gray 
Director, Alphabetically listed. 


Survey Week of July 25-31 
A Girl A Fella A Beach Umbrella 





based on 
id Index. 
Peatman, 





Fae dackeces Vals 
BOD TN Fee on, , SP BER Ce dk kek < a tenes 
Auf WiederSeh’n Sweetheart ......... cosceceees Hill & R 
oa a eg se seccsccess Mills 
EY ee coe aera oe oe eoceeees REMICK 
WOW Ue. Very Fires TIMG.. cc ccsacccccee anes . Berlin 
Forgive Me Fae THEORET Ce Re eea be «+. Advanced 
From The Time You Say Goodbye .............. Pickwick 
Half As Much ... SU ce BERRA, Bie op melt lt agrees Acul-R 
rere Comes Thiet Mood... ... cc cccccc heck : Life 
EE Sok. ca, ovals din ln Malo ac a owns ° Life 
Re me «SUD ROT BES nsw ccc cc upncccccccnee Witmark 
ale Lata Co yn. 4 6-nig enn hidiee dk btiishs o eens, als Algonquin 
Ee oe ae ed pet dese CamAd oe ohne cues. Burvar 7 
MET WEEE. fn 6 65 ooh aks 6 cco te Ob enka ew, .» .Duchess 
Maybe....... tt nee ee eee reese eens eeeeasres «++ Robbins 
I ns es od cetins bance ek ckaben Mille: 
Padam Padam .......... hh aah iran eee cece ae a a Leeds 
Singin’ In The Rain —*“Singin’ In .. Robbins 


Smoke Rings ..... 
So Madly In Love 


The Rain” .. 
oak a oe -- Academy 


eeee- Shapiro-B 
Somewhere Along Way................ 5 sini eens United 
Strange Sensation Ch RE gp REED OO RE re eye Santly-J 
Demperene Weees © Maw. 2a. oe. ccc cuccocaceccs. Life 
Vanessa .... NPE Rr yea eli Wee E. H. Morris 
Walkin’ My Baby Back Home................ccec. DeSylva-B-H 
Watermelon Weather x bik Sk A Ga ce E. H Morris 
Wish You Were Here—*“Wish You Were Here”... .Chappell 
en I ng sua hi at cis dees ans wr wc lo. Remick 
Zing a Little Zong—‘Just for You............0... Burvan 


Second Group 
Be Anything (But Be Mine) 


».. Shapiro-B 


Busybody . 5d eure ead + Oak Memes tine he ¢ 2 Alamo 
PO BS ae re ang ae Sou tesco «ee. Mellin 
Hesitation cOINiath ase Hes Bee 6.0 ane oe ee kee ee Mellin 
High Noon—?“High Noon” iwecons Feist 

I’m Confessin’ ye See 6 ee ay Ae reel ..+.+. Bourne 

In The Good Old Summer Time............ sees. Marks 

it. 2s (‘pire Ore .... Hill & R 
S| rere Sr gaad oe &.. Famous 
Luna Rossa CUO RTREET RC a Cee erry Pee ree Bregman-\ 
PON yn co Ae ag kia ncougramamieamannanins Mills 
NINE F TIRGLT NY « Hs oy CTS EV olka hse vcore wcaknn 0 UerKS 
Rosanne vr. ink bho Sun aie mae mek Mes aek ea Geman ABC 
merenmmae' T6:A' Lemonade ...:3...cccccccecccccns. Morris 
Dey sees GOO... : is kd ein avedieate dete Beacon 
South sedated Pa Rr Re rR 4 .. Peer 
wuere’s Deut TA My Mind... . .cccsccccrcsceecvcs Broadcast 
i ee CON en TRA, ... bdo > aa. Bi cca aaenen weeds Remick 
Ne ee a se ia 5.6 acéubin’e 6016084 mx Goday 
Wr ePOree Breer Pa Peet GO «ova doo ono cucaecd con cdies Chappell 


You Belong To Me .. Ridgeway 


Top 10 Songs On TV 
A Guy Is A Guy .... ne rad eat Cee Ludlow 





















































ie “pete ; : ; : Gasman” ¢ ti ‘ | ee BOO 4 6 sical we bho de Che Mills 
break though for a mid-hit. Flip | ley. Arms” is a lilting ballad, ’ . eT Cre et eo eer te ae a ee ae 
gets a standard ‘Lombardo’ seedy tion ere Pete mig A RCA S Disney Platters | ogg Oi "ahacah aubaaiiiadeeeabion” "gs bah Oe geo oe 
arrangement for ‘nice impact, Gard- a *nhange-ol-pace, the a” aaa d rs pate Se ee CS CPSD OSS O TE MOSTENL AT ewe se ST OSes cult-R 
ner again vocalling the fair iyrie. oldie getting a bright bounce treat- Steve Carlin, RCA Victor juve A 8 RR peintiant a antes AOC ae Tilzer 
Huge Winterhalter Orch: “Hesi- ment, Lowry coming through with | disk chief, will huddle with Fred | Meee ee pets A ic bg Sd aren ea Algonquin 
tation” - “Tie - Tac- Toe” (Victor), | 2 barrel-house piano style. “Some- | Raphael, Walt Disney music chief,|} Once In A While 200.0000. e cee e ones Miller 
“Hesitation” is a sock item with noay sy Rg en raya meneeee | this week on a series of single| Somewhere Along The Way ..........++sessseeee: United 
off-beat stop-rhythm figures which | Wit @ good choral arrangement | | Ait . va |{ Walkin’ My Baby Back Home ..................+.+ DeSylva-B-Hl 
Hugo Winterhalter frames in a|2"4 Lowry’s piano featured, west teen is a re Wish You Were Here—**Wish You Were Here” ....Chappell 
Superlative instrumental and . isney subjects. aphael “arrive FIVE TOP STANDARDS 
choral streagement. Reverse is a — Review in N. Y. this week from his Coast|| Cabin In The Sky .................-ccccssaees .. Miller 
Anstru 5 WwW a Benny Goodman Trio plays for! ph . eee BO MNOW WOU... oi ccedeieindeeees . .Williamson 
Snappy, vivid melodic line which | Fletcher Henderson Fund (Colum- eadquarters. ager How High The Moon Chappell 
Winterhalter again spotlights in| pia), This jazz set was taped at| Catlin will also set exploitation|| Uoraecided. avo tes: 
brilliant manner via racing fiddl ; ; ° i , igi pts cl SE sata © erecccceces Leeds 
cing e€s.| the Martin Block broadcast over| plans on Victor’s original cast al- You’re Breaking Mv Hear ; 
- 3 EUG BeCNmere DEY TAURTE oo. chs vcad cesdaseces Algonquin 
Ray Anthony Orch: “Loaded| WNEW, N. Y., last- year when! pum of Disney’s forthcoming pic, 
With Love”-‘‘Make Believe} Benny Goodman and members of “Peter Pan.” Set is d for Oc | 
Dreams” (Capitol). Ray Anthony, | his original band, including Gene| *°°°r *an. Set is Cue for Me= |} Filmusical. © Legi - 
who has steadily been shaping up: Krupa and Teddy Wilson, joined) tober release. ; egit musical. 
; > —— 
; RETAIL SHEET BEST SELLERS | ABC-UPT 
; ————~ Continued from page 27 —— 
> ; tion as to the qualifications of an | ceedings—whether Paramount, by 
VARIETY ——— existing licensee is negligible.” | Virtue of its 25% holding in Du 
I 2 Accordingly, the agency ruled | Mont, controls the latter. Du Mont 
Survey of retail sheet music c a. a ia aad “i ae ‘|has taken a dual position on the 
= é ai. it will not consider evidence in the | x is sed 
sales, based on reports obtained E s) 2185 /ABC-UPT merger. It is oppo 
, , cua ae ¢ wile n |e 7 Par hearings which involves ac-|to it per se but has no objection 
= _— stores in 12 cities E 3 Z g ° [a tivities occurring more than three |if the control question is Ape 
and showing comparative sales : = S5/8/S is), ‘vears befor = ata | in its favor so that it could obtain 
rating for this and last week. sizis 7 - e/a /9 - lg ° on whicl © Aug. 7, 1951, the date | its limit of five o&o TV. stations 
a ~ |Z) ¢ wlels!sls - yal . ich the hearings were or- | Otherwise, it holds, it will be leit 
Bi eZ fi elE\x S/EISIE ls | A "te : a poor fourth in the TV network 
a\& s s ¢ cj e/8 < = z 2 L | Wants Proceedings Expedited | race. 
. : one +> nw o : “ _ ” * * ° * . 
LS Or eat ae EPS RSE Se ee Moreover,” the Commission; Examiner Resnick will now have 
National Week Ending aw {O|s Zigiei=|2 2/8 . |Z p | held, “due to the Examiner's fa-|to decide what additional test 
Rating a“ lela i Ool<|¢ sic + g oO _miliarity with the record, greater |mony, if any, can be heard before 
August 2 d= |&lelels gia iZ/fil¢|s | = | 1 ||expedition may be possible in the | winding up the hearings. Resnick 
7 This Last | . Si<isigisisiai< = ¢ FIN final determination of these pro-| held a pre-hearing conference 
wh k Titl ClSI/SIBSIS/SI/EISISI ES \3 T |, ceedings if an initial decision is |today (Tues.) with lawyers for the 
- wk. itle and Publisher ZI/OimiM@IzAliZIOINignligvzlIOj&! § fre gape by him. We are convinced | parties to explore the questions 
“ " a : that every possible effort should | Once the hearings are conclude¢. 
11 “Auf Wiederseh'n” (Hill-R).... - 1 1 32 210 2 1 4 «3 «1 #1 = ., 95 J) be made, consistent with a full and! 20° days will ~y given for filing 
2 2__“Walkin’ My Baby Home” (D.BH.) 5 2 #1 . 3 4 5 IT, 3 7 2 5 82 fair hearing to all parties con- proposed findings, after which 
3) 5 “Half As Much” (Acuff-R)........ 4463 8:3..." 3  /- 2 2 6 S 90 cerned, that these proceedings be |(probably in 30 days) Resnick will 
47 “Blue Tango” (Mills) “oor i to a eh SO SEED, aah se expedited. We are confident that issue his initial decision 
Q a "Kies or Fics? WALLIS)... ++ ss eee Si a & 6 4 8 4 10 67 the Examiner may be relied upon = Resnick will ask the FCC to cla! 
TE J of Fire” (Duchess) TOY E ee ee a Be 5 5 3 6 66 to secure the cooperation of all! ify whether it wants the Scophony 
Se eee (Algonquin) - 10.4 5 5 5 6 7 2 6 10 5 4 63 |) Participants toward this end.” question, which was being covered 
76 “Here In My Heart” (Mellin)..... 9 5 7 8 1 9 10 3 8... 9 1 5!1 Limitation of the antitrust issue| when the hearings suspended, 
8 “Delicado” (Remick)............ a a [Se 5 eT 2 to matters of recent vintage, it’s taken up. If it is involved. !! waule 
oli “Betch-A-Me” (Holla ——7 ; 4-77 — believed, removes the “guts” from | probably add 5-7 weeks [0° 
(010 "Tl Walk Alene” TAL. REEEEXXEE f es vs 7 32 the testimony at the hearings in-| hearings. He also ruled = 
—$<$—_< Alone” (Mayfair)..... .. 9 9 aS we. 3D yee volving Par’s license qualifications credibility of witnesses isn't 4 ' 
\1_9 __“Somewhere Along Way” (United) "6 r . 6 2-~j9 | 4nd thus leaves Examiner Resnick tor, since testimony covering th? 
e 12 “Be Anything” (Shapiro-B)... . 7 8 “oe ne but to recommend re- pre-1948 period isn’t being consid 
wae 7 13 “God's Little Candles” (Hill-R) A 2 “> af the Sanur approval | ered. Commission counsel rede 
eat 1s “Vanessa” (Morris)............%6 S as 5 Resni ie | erick Ford said that in view of 
ee i is i3 “Maybe” (Robbins) — o MS. ‘ esnick, however, will still have a ; ‘nia recent 
’ Ws Gis. 46 Mawes 8 10 4 4,4 difficult decision to write on a FCC order, he'd go I " 
‘collateral issue in the package pro-; “antitrust violations” by Pa 
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TOP TALENT AND TUNES 
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POSITIONS 
This Last 
week, week. 

l 1 

2 2 

3 5 

4 3 

5 4 

6 8 

7 9 

8 10 

q 

10 
POSITIONS 
This Last 
week, week. 
l ] 

2 2 

3 4 

4 5 

5 2 

6 i) 

7 7 

8 6 

4 8 
10 10 


Coin Machines 


Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Disks 


as Published in the Current Issue 


for 


———= WEEK ENDING AUGUST 2 — 


NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder is 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored: two ways in the case of talent (disks, coin machines), 
and three ways in the case of tunes (disks, coin machines, sheet music). 


TALENT 


ARTIST AND LABEL 


ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Columbia) 


VERA LYNN (London)..... ‘ 


AL MARTINO (BBS)............... 
PERCY FAITH (Columbia) ......... 


JOHNNIE RAY (Columbia) 


Retail Sheet Music 


eeeeeeeeeeeneeeee 








TUNE 
(Half as Much 


eee eer eees ) Botch-A-Me 


Auf Wiederseh’n 
Sweetheart 


‘henwaean Here in My Heart 


.. Delicado 
(Walkin’ My Baby Home 


ee ee ) All of Me 
(I’m Yours 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor) jbo 8 600.6 6 6B HS.6 OO S8 B ) Wish You Were Here 
FRANKIE LAINE-D. DAY (Columbia)........ Sugarbush 
NAT (KING) COUE (Capitol)................ Somewhere Along Way 
LES PAUL-MARY FORD (Capitol)............ Smoke Rings 
PEGGY LEE-G. JENKINS (Decca)............. Lover 
TUNES 
TUNE PUBLISHER 
AUF WIEDERSEH’N SWEETHEART........ Hill-R 
CL ES ae ee rer Teer rer erry? Vr rt Tree Acuff-R 


WALKIN’ MY BABY BACK HOME .. 


DeSylva-B-H 


HERE IN MY HEART ..... teteanteeseasbadssnecawas Mellin 
KISS OF FIRE............. ti he ee aes a deen nen doesn wet tees Duchess 
os cca ccbeeedeskbhdcdbesstesebesessceeameenes Hollis 
PST T er Tee er err Tere err rT TTT y eS ee 
a 2. re vedebéacbegsherea iecad&aée os t0aae0qneeee 
| Pe reer ib Gabe pe bandas 6 bK0 49 4% Mills 
SOMEWHERE ALONG THE WAY........... 0 scccscccccccceeceens United 








asrety |) Best Sellers on Coin-Machines Week of tue.2 


no 
: . 


3. HERE IN MY HEART (11) (Mellin). .....eesceeeeees 


4. KISS OF FIRE (14) (Duchess)............ Leenese iis ka ean 


5. BOTCH-A-ME (5) (Hollis) 
6. WALKIN’ MY BABY BACK HOME (11) (DeSylva-B-H) 


7. DELICADO (10) (Witmark)........20000. 
8. SUGARBUSH (2) (Schirmer)..... ceccrecese 
9 I'M YOURS (13) (Algonquin)........ scccceocesee 


1. MAYBE 


BLUE TANGO (19) (Mills) 


HALF AS MUCH (8) (Acuff-R) “eee eeee eeeveever 
AUF WIEDERSEH’N (7) (HilI-R).....-++e00+ 


SP ic odie ch bbawwN eS Vesa unneians 


SMOKE RINGS (Am Academy)...... ......:: 


SOMEWHERE ALONG THE WAY (United)... ..cccccccccescees 
LOVER (5) (Famous) 


HONKY TONK ANGELS (Peer-Int'l).......... 


WALKIN’ TO MISSOURI (Hawthorne) .......0.0+0e000 00 
PLL WALK ALONE (10) (Mayfair) $0000 eeeeeeeerereeeeeeeeeeee 
AND BEES (Duchess) 


BIRDS 


‘conta END OF THE WORLD (Southern) 
MAKE —t MYSELF IN THE MORNING (Valando)......... 
LOK EE LOVE, YOU (Pickwick........600-c0000 dean ok 
BLAC re ereS (Ardmore)........ 000045 Woedavene 
CKSMITH BLUES (HilI-R)............: kone 


GUY IS A GUY (9) (Ludlow) 


+4000 /igures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the 


eceeceeeeeseereeseeoeereseneers 


corer eeeeeeeereresereeeseeeeeee 


FOOL, FOOL, FOOL (Progressive). .«.....esseseeee: 


eoereeeeeeeeneeeere 


ee ee ee ee 


ee eeneeee 


Rosemary Clooney ....Columbia 


(Vera Lann .....0+ ....-London 
| Eddie Howard ........ Mercury 
{ Al Martino ...... saKhsnes BBS 
) Tony Bennett .......- Columbia 
CD. BOR oc cuesenvens Victor 
cee. Perrrer rer Mercury 
1B. ROMS. 2. ccvcccisees MGM 
Rosemary Clooney ....Columbia 
(Jonmnte Bay ..... 2.00 Columbia 
) Nat (King) Cole ....... Capitol 
errr ee Columbia 
Serre Capitol 
Frankie Laine-D. Day. .Columbia 
( Baddie Fisher ....«¢:0 00% Victor 
| Don Cornell .......+05+-- Coral 
P. Como-E. Fisher ...... Victor 
{ Leroy Anderson ........ Decca 
) Hugo Winterhaléer ...... Victor 
Les Paul-Mary Ford.....Capitol 
{ Nat (King) Cole ...... Capitol 
*?) Tony Bennett ........ Columbia 
Peggy Lee-G. Jenkins ....Decca 
Hay SO onc cevccucss Capitol 
Kitty Wells .....ccees-;. Decca 
Sammy Kaye .e+e-. Columbia 
{Don Cornell ..........-.-Coral 
| Richard Hayes .....+--+ Mercury 
Three Suns .....seeeees Victor 
Bing Crosby-G. Martin...Decca | 
Betty McClaurin .......-. Derby 
Georgia Gibbs .....++-. Mercury 
Arthur Godfrey ....--- Columbia 
Ella Mae Morsé .....--- Capitol 
Doris Day . Columbia , 
Top 10) P 





Coast ASCAP Writers Join Easterners 
~ InSolid Endorsement of New Payoff 





| Arthur Schwartz Into 
| Townsend’s Col Spot 


Arthur Schwartz has been named | 


advertising manager for Columbia 
Records, stepping into the spot va- 


cated by the promotion of Irving | 


Townsend as the diskery’s ad-pro- 
motion chief. 

Schwartz held a similar spot at 
Times-Columbia, Col’s N. Y. dis- 
tributors. 


itle Duplication 


On Pop Tunes Now 
An Acute Proble 


Recurrent problem of title dupli- 
cation on pop tunes is once again 
coming into the foreground of the 
music industry in an acute form. 
Situation. has become especially 
serious in the last couple of months 
with several pop numbers titled 
the same as old standards. Vet pub- 
lishers see a damaging of copyright 
'values as a result and are mulling 
plans to halt the practice. 

The current click, “Auf Wieder- 
seh’n, Sweetheart,” for instance, 





can easily be confused with the | 


old standard, “Auf Wiederseh’n, 
My Dear.” Another of today’s hits, 
“I’m Yours,” is titled exactly like 
the 1930 number, “I’m Yours” by 
E. Y. Harburg. As another in- 
stance, the latest Les Paul-Mary 
| Ford release for Capitol has one 
side titled, “Take Me In Your Arms 
and Hold Me.” That’s too close for 
| comfort to another standard, ‘Take 
|Me In Your Arms.” 

| Although most of the major pub- 
lishers have a title registry service 
through the Music Publishers Pro- 
itective Assn., there is no hold on 
non-members of MPPA to abide 
by the association’s agreement. 
MPPA’s title registry operates the 
|same as the title service of the 
| Motion Picture Assn. of America 
‘and has no legal status. 

| A couple of major publishers are 
| mulling a project to get an indus- 
|trywide agreement against dupli- 
| cating titles on songs which are 
| still valid under the 56-year copy- 
right term. At present, titles can- 
not be copyrighted. Whether such 
an industry pact can be attained is 
considered doubtful by some trade 
execs in view of the large number 
of publishers in the field and in 
light of the “rugged individua- 
listic’” activities of several country 
tune publishers. Latter have been 
most prominent in the title-dupli- 
cation picture. 


LANZA CUTS INITIAL 
FOUR IN VICTOR PACT 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

After bowing out of the record- 
ing date two weeks ago because 
of illness, Mario Lanza finally cut 
his initial sides for RCA Victor 
under his new deal with the disk- 
ery. The tenor etched four tunes 
Friday (1) from the score of the 
Metro pic, “Because You’re Mine,” 
in which he starred. 

Due to the date’s original can- 
cellation, overtime payments to mu- 
sicians on the date will come .to 
about $4,000. Session was held in 
Republic Picture studios which 
Victor uses regularly on the Coast. 


Pollack Refiles Suit 
Over ‘Shrimp Boats’ 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 

Ben Pollack filed his second 
$200,000 infringement suit against 
Walt Disney Music, Paul Weston 
and Paul Mason Howard, this time 
in L.A. Superior Court. First ac- 
tion was thrown out of Federal 
Court last week by Judge Pierson 
M. Hall because of lack of juris- 
diction. 

Plaintiff declares the “Shrimp 
Boats” song was lifted from his 
own tune, “Cajun Song,” after he 








In addition to infringements he 
charges unfair competition and un- 
authorized use of an unpublished 
song. 





had played it privately for Howard. | 


+ - Hollywood, Aug. 5. 


Coast writer-members of the 
American Society of Composers, 
|Authors and Publishers  unani- 
mously adopted the new payoff 
| plan last week at a session marked 
| by expressions of gratitude to Stan- 
ley Adams and Mack David, who 
| co-authored the plan which has 
been approved by the Government. 
Session was chaired by L. Wolfe 
Gilbert, whose keynote speech 
stressed the need for membership 
harmony. 

Details of the plan were outlined 
by Judge Ferdinand Pecora, legal 
rep for the Society, who told the 
meeting that nothing could happen 
| to ASCAP, from any source, unless 
; the writer-members fought among 
themselves. Specific questions as to 
| details of the payoff plan, which 
{includes a cushioning system to 
soften the income drops over a 
| five-year period, were answered by 
| general counsel Herman Finkle- 
| stein. At the conclusion of the ex- 
|planation, Arthur Freed moved 
unanimous adoption of the plan 
jand the meeting promptly ap- 
| proved the motion. 
| Prior to the meeting, David, Gil- 
| bert and Finklestein met with the 
|widows of deceased members of 
| the society and assured them that 
they had no worries under the new 
plan which continues their pay- 
| ments. 

Under the new scheme, writers’ 
coin fund is broken down to a 
30-30-20-20 split instead of the“old 
| 60-20-20 division. Initial 30% will 
be based on a sustained perform- 
ance average and the second 30% 
is based on a new availability fund. 
The 20% categories remain, as be- 
fore on a current one-year per- 
formance basis and a seniority rat- 
ing. Breakup of the old 60% clas- 
| Sification is the heart of the new 
scheme. 
| Passage by the Coast branch 
| ends considerable bickering among 
| members and marks a victory for 
| Gilbert, who has campaigned for 
| the new plan. Within the last few 
| weeks only a few diehards have 
continued to voice opposition to 
the scheme and press for a 100% 
performance payoff. 


BASIE JOINS ECKSTINE 
ON THIRD CONCERT TOUR 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Count Basie will join the pack- 
age being lined up for Billy Eck- 
stine’s third concert tour this fall. 
Trek gets underway with an eve- 
ning performance at the 6,000-seat 
Shrine Auditorium here, kickoff 
point for the previous successful 
junkets. George Shearing Quintet, 
which has backed Eckstine in the 
past, will be in the package again 
this year. 

Norman Granz will promote 
most of the bashes which are being 
booked by Shaw Artists Corp., in 
ccnjunction with the William 
Morris agency. Package will get 
a $3,500 guarantee in all situations 
with a percentage split ranging 
from 50-60%, depending upon seat- 
ing capacity. 

Eckstine now has a firm date 
for Sept. 12 at the Shrine for an 
evening performance. A matinee 
may be added. Singer, now on a 
series of eastern nitery dates, is 
due back here shortly for confer- 
ences with his manager, Milt Eb- 
bins. 


Brodt to Distrib Boone 
‘Thunderland’ Hit Tunes 


Asheville, N. C. Aug. 5. 

Pulitzer Prize winning composer 
Lamar Stpingfield has completed 
arrangements with the  Brodt 
Music Co., Charlotte, for national 
distribution of sheet music of 
original numbers written for the 
Daniel Boone drama with music, 
“Thunderland,” now being pre- 
sented in the Asheville Forest 
Amphitheatre eight miles from 
here. 

First two songs with words and 
music by Stringfield to be pub- 
lished are “Blue Mountain Giri 
and “Daniel Boone.” Both songs 
have been tape-recorded by the 
“Thunderland” orchestra, directed 
by the composer, and arrange- 
ments to wax them are being dis- 
cussed with several southern rec- 
ord companies. 
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Compact group is holding its 
own in this deluxe room, and on 
the basis of this performance un- 
Hayes will be back 


Quin. 


time in recent years. This time 
|he’s in with a smaller group to} 
nold the stand for a three-week 
summer session. 

Orch is made up three reeds, 
pair of trumpets and rhythm sec- 
ition of piano, drums and _ string 
| bass. Hayes leads out on his own 
i reed as the pivot man of the tenor 
section and varies the proceedings 
with a turn on the soprano sax or 
the clarinet. With the tenors fea- 


time this being his third or fourth | 


It's Music by 


_ JESSE GREER 


Program Today Yesterday's 


KITTY FROM 





| doubtedly 
| again. 


TOMMY CUNNINGHAM Orch (11) 
| With Ruth Torbett 
| Hotel Muehlebach, Kansas City 


Newcomer in these parts is Tom- 
my Cunningham and his crew, up 


ied in has - ee ee from the Texas country where 
standard lines whic akes . , ; LA 
KANSAS CITY most of the limited instrumenta- band is a name outfit. First time 


tion. Set up handles the varied | for the band in town or the area, 


rhythms satisfactorily. 


FEIST 




















under guidance of the McConkey 
office which recently took over 
handling of the orch. He has sev- 
eral years to his credit as an im- 
portant orch on the Coast and in 
the south and southwest. 


Cunningham has a 
punch in his own vocalling and an 
instrumental setup which features 
fiddles, seldom seen in an orch of 











—————— | 


arorher BML pin-up wit? 


YOU BELONG T0 ME 





‘ this size. Coupled with the three 
Published by Ridgew°y fiddles, Cunningham has a trio of 
reeds, a trumpet, drums, piano and 
Recorded by tumbia? string bese, se grouping keeps 
olumbia the musical style well on the sweet 
Jo Stafford - Paul Weston.. a ae side, and arrangments, mostly by 
Thompson.....--- _.... (Mercury the maestro, are in the commercial, 
Sue Thompson. . (Capitol) two-beat vein. Crew nicely handles 
Dean Martin.....----*"° Oe sg list toppers, show tunes, rhythm 
db and novelty numbers and Latins, 
Exclusively Licensed Dy all in the fashion which earned it 
are — the monicker of “moonlight 

— — music.” 
BROADCAST MUSIC INC, 580 FIFTH AVENUE Vocally, Cunningham rates 


among the better singers 
baritone range. 


MEW YORK «© CHICAGO « wOLLYWwooo. NEW YORK 19,N. Y. in the 








| but forecasts other moves this way | 
Leader also does much of the and likely into the Chicago area | 


two-ply 


Musically, he’s ac- 














| RETAIL DISK BEST SELLERS Continued from Page 27 
> | relations, now heads up bo 
MP P A-SP A P act a of the operation. 1 facets 
qommensteanyeat E e:l- a . | Hole, one-time manager ; 
6 3 Sisl. 8 | erations for CBS-TV and lati Op. 
Music publishers and writers) Survey of retail disk best < 3s ‘Slalal Bie | eral manager of DuMont’s Wagy 
have been given a Sept. 1 deadiine ' ‘ sellers. based on reports ob. iy Zio > ae oe 3 =£/§ ES = Ra had been production chief 
on signifying their agreement with tained from leading stores in $|3 s ~ s @ 5 . n = 3 = 1 - tye TV network since 1959 
the recently-concluded pact be- 12 cities and showing com- eI Sif lsaiAalisliseilslBlelea]a| oO n his new combined post job, the 
parative sales rating for this ai/S/i3] 3 FINI s/ié following execs will report to hj, 
tween the Music Publishers Protec- y) = gs | bo el|/?iaeltsit T ci Alm; 
7 and last week. PT) =] o = ° 5 < © uv = 3 5 A | George McElrath, now technical 
tive Assn. and the Songwriters Pro- s|af/Q s Qlel/Sizis=i sig 2 L | operations’ chief for both on 
tective Assn. The MPPA-SPA » = : ] = | 5 | | u o oc Shawn, as director of production 
agreement covered royalty pay- National Week Ending | ~ 3 2 = | = 2 > = a | P services; Anthony M. Hennig, a 
ments on song lyric book publica- ( * I oixvy/i8 j SiO! |i¢ 7 | @ ly-named director of plant Opera- 
tions and refunds to writers on Rating Au ust 2 SigciwilisiaiSilealsielels I tions; Earl H. Rettig, who ¢o, 
British withholding taxes. g ~ a |< 5 © 8 t Seigie€ = © N tinues as TV operations Chief 1 
The pact, however, is only a rec- This Last 9 = rs i = ola E ¢ 5 Py = T Hollywood; Frank Lepore cOn- 
ommendation to both writers and wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title 2101895 lel HimliMiAininivO S tinuing as Manager of film and 
publishers, and may be turned a kinescope operations and J Robert 
down by any individual pub or VERA LYNN (London) ere St 85 Myers, who continues as TY py. 
cleffer. It’s not expected that any 1 1 “Auf Wiederseh’n”—1227. . sees 3 a a | chasing agent and will also super. 
opposition to the: agreement wiil 2 ~ ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Col.) | vise the radio business office, 
be forthcoming. 2 9 “Half As Much”—39710......... 1 2 10 e-¢ % @.F7 8 @ Sarnoff, in rounding into shape 
. ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Col.) | his newly-created TV film division, 
HERB REIS EXITS DISNEY 3 4 “Botch-A-Me”—39767 .......... ei. 10 a 2. e+ 2.28 -@ ore ob gery B. ¢ ee formerly 
i. rane pe inoalin —— é of film syndication sale 
PERCY FAITH (Columbia) as TV fil Foren, 
po gi ae 6 9 ~ ¢i 6 => 2 54 as ilm sales manager. Stanton 
FOR LOESSER PUBBERY a : a - ||| M. Osgood; formerly exec assistant 
JOHNNIE RAY (Columbia) , ze 6 38 to the TV operations chief he 
Herb Reis, who has been heading an 6 __“Walkin’ My Baby Home’ —39750 8. ee me =. 4 5 : : comes manager of TV film prod " 
up the eastern office of Walt Dis- EDDIE FISHER (Victor) tion; John W. Kiermaier, formerly 
ney Music for the past year, shifted 6 11 “Wish You Were Here”—20-4830 a -§ ..7 5 6 10 4 33 assistant to the production units 
over this week as general profes- AB MARTINO (BBS) chief, becomes Osgood’s assistant, 
sional manager of Frank Music, 7 5 “Here In My Heart”—101........ 2 5 4 4 8 32 Pye te ygry Raub and Robert 
Frank Loesser’s firm. Latter com- ee AT @ fan Thee Anaerson will service the division 
pany will work on the nine tunes 8 4 A nae rang ‘ais . P . en 23 on legal and financial matters. re. 
hielt Lneeser wrote for » Som- { eet Bi. re a AA. = _ spectively. 
white taseoser wrote for the Sam- F. LAINE-DORIS DAY (Col. = —_ 
uel Goldwyn production, Hans - es eg ae ey 310 8 26 = a 
Christian Andersen,” _ starring 9 7 “Sugarbush”—39693 RRAELE TERA. 4 eS SE SS” } , 
Danny Kaye. Frank Music will also FRANKIE LAINE (Columbia) Earlier Runs 
push the Loesser score of the legit 10 12 “High Noon’”—39770 seyeuees 8 8 ayes. © 9 20 
musical, “Guys and Dolls.” Latter HUGO WINTERHALTER (Victor) =a «OC COnttinued from page 5 ===! 
score was originally published by 11 7 “Vanessa”’—20-4691 a 9 6 5 6 19 up. In the Los Angeles area, three 
E. H. Morris Music, but reverted - PEGGY LEE-G. JENKINS (Decca) : ozoners are playing Paramount pix 
to Loesser as of Aug. 1. 12 “Lover” —28215 ; A 3 7 7 16 on a first-run basis simultaneously 
Fred Raphael, head of Disney ———— — — 2 a with four conventional spots. This 
Music with headquarters on the 13A — hag pn Nap ta (Capitol) 5 7 8 13 is under Par’s new zoning plan for 
- Coast, is in New York with Phil = SDDIE- FISHER” a . the territory. 
Kahl, who will fill Reis spot. Kahl ‘ISHER (Victor Significant changes in the New 
was a plugger in the L. A. home- 13B 9 _ Pm Yours”—20-4680 .........--- Re BS ig York area are seen developing as 
office. LEROY ANDERSON (Decca) a result of the threatened suit by 
—— 14 10 “Biue Tango” —40220 TERE ee hat 4 7 e 8 7 11 Skouras Theatres against the dis 
~  ABLAN DEAN (MGM) tribs, except 20th-Fox, and _ the 
Hendl Back to Dallas 15 .. “Luna Rossa”—11269....... 8 2 12 [|| Loew’s and RKO chains. Skouras 
Dallas, Aug. 5. —————EDDY HOWARD (Mercury) ; reportedly is in line for first-nabe 
Walter Hendl, conductor of the 16A “Auf Wiederseh’n”—5871 ........ 1 10 runs in some parts of Gotham be 
Dallas Symphony Orchestra, is due ee —GEORGIA GIBBS (Mercury) ‘ cause of the threatened action. 
here on Friday (8) for a two week 6B 8 “Kiss of Fir 5893 canal 6 9 8 10 - — 
stay. He has completed engage- 16 a — A. ee ay ee —___—— —.~— a 
ments in Chicago and Toronto. TONY MARTIN (Victor) A 9 THE EPIC BALLAD 
He is slated to go to New York 17 10 _ ‘Kiss of Fire’ - 20-4671 . a re FROM. THE agi FILM 
for two concerts with the -NBC JOHNNIE RAY (Columbia) 
Symphony. He will return here for 18 14 “All of Me”—39788..... steee 3 SS Se DS ee — 2 — ae t , 
the season around Oct. 1. ~<a Sots oe 1 2 | 3 4 5 = fe fi ee}: j 
| \ | 
7 a - = ————__— | BIG BAND BASH WITH A SONG IN| SINGIN’ IN THE AMERICAN IN JOHNNIE RAY oi. ge Ge T_) 
MY HEART RAIN PARIS a ee 
Billy May } ALBUM | : 
TOPPING ALL LISTS FIVE TOP os Jane Froman | Hollywood Cast | Hollywoed Cast | Columbia || [<r 
6 O° KCF 299 Capitol M-G-M M-G-M CO-6199 Y 1 
ALBUMS — BDN-309 M-G-M-113 E-93 - ' 
J) DCN-329 KDF-309 K-113 K-93 C2-88 L_] a | 
; 4 L-329 | L-309 E-113 M-93 B-2-88 fiiliepaggigi 
af Ve (DO NOT FORSAKE ME) 
A | . ~@ e complished, and adds a good deal 
. " — » ase € 
° B nd Reviews to his work with personable pres- LEO FEIST, INC. 
- M entation and good selection of aa 
b amen are the ranking pops. 
. By SRMAN HAYES ORCH (8) vocalling, working out on the pops,| “!th astute handling, a record or 
: LEROY Hotel’ Muehlebach, Kansas City standards and show tunes. He’s| tW0 and a couple of breaks this lad 
° ANDERSON! Terrace Grill of the Hotel) abetted in this department by Mor- | could hold his own with the lead- 
MUS “1 Muchlebach is an occasional stop-|ton Jones, who gives with the | ort woe Oa oot oe 
AS MUSIC. Ine. Lue i aves and|rhythm and novelty works, also a| Pé S rounded out wi u 
Se laeleaieteeneeentenentanitiiemteemes teat Ls ae ping place for Sherman Hayes and member of the sax section. | Torbett, fairly new in the ranks 





|of traveling orchs, but with a def- 
initely distinctive voice in the 
jlower registers. Outfit is well 


| geared for the hotel, club and ball- 
| room circuit, and likely to be a re- 


Quin. 


turnee here, 





and His Orchestra 


Bermudiana Hotel 
Bermuda 


Star Productions, Inc., has been 
chartered to conduct a theatrical 
| business in New York. Nathan L. 
Rock was filing attorney. 


INTRODUCING A NEW SONG! 


EMIL COLEMAN and His Orchestra, with KEITH KNIGHT, 
Baritone, broadcasting from the Starlight Roof of the 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New York City, will introduce 
@ new song: 


‘‘EVERYTIME’’ 


Words and Music by ESTELLE BEHRENS 
{Including 17 Other Songs) 
ENJOY LISTENING to a Grand Performance of a Lovely 
New Number by Tuning in: 
WOR Radio Station 
August 11, 1952 — From 11:30 to 12 M. 
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ESTELLE BEHRENS, 42 Broadway, New York 4, N. Y. 
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Continued from page 1 
The hookup 
stations — be- 


a7 “time differential for the 
Coast will also be taken care of by 

“hot kine”—that process which 
; rmits the re-telecast of Winch- 
i's 6:45 p.m. stint in the east 
i a more advantageous time west 
of the Rockies, as otherwise it 
would come too early in the mid- 
afternoon out west. 

Bromo-Seltzer looks the most 
likely alternate sponsor with 
Gruen which, alone, cannot shoul- 
der the $16,000 weekly tab for the 
15 minutes. This is as against the 
$12,500 for Winchell on AM ($1,- 
000 per minute for the actual gab 
time by the commentator ). 

Incidentally, the dual TV-AM- 
casts kayo Winchell’s annual 
Florida stints although, paradoxi- 
cally, a Miami_ station will carry 
him on video. However, the cable 
doesn't work both ways, at least 

a 

gi Winchell comeback, Drew 
pearson returns to his 6 p.m. 
ABC slot (AM) and his 11 p.m. 
TV, under renewal from Carter 
Products; and George Sokolsky, 
who was allotted Pearson's former 
early evening time, returns to his 
old 10:30 p.m. spot. 


—— Continued from page 5 


TV interests apparently stand alone 
as the culprits behind the suit, 
say filmites. Under the circum- 
stances, the Justice Department 
institutes such actions only when 
it is in receipt of complaints from 
affected parties, it's pointed out. 
This, of course, leads to the con- 
clusion that the TV-ers influenced 
the suit. 

Film company lawyers have been 
huddling on the action but have 
et to draw a full line of defense. 
here's some feeling that the dis- 
trib defendants may ask for imme- 
diate dismissal of the suit on the 
grounds that the Department’s 
argument is simply and basically 
invalid. 





























The Disk Jockeys say: 
“HW Al” “H AY’ 


“Hor “Hor” 


The Public says: 
“WHO?” 
“WHO?” 








~w 





“WHO?” 


The Great Arturo 
Singing the 








World’s Greatest 


Love Song Since | 








on MERCURY | 
Number 5893 
ond 5893X45 








Disk Companies’ Best Sellers~: 


CAPITOL 
1, 


KAY’S LAMENT POOP eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees Romain 
FOOL, FOOL, FOOL, en ee 


SOMEWHERE ALONG THE WAY.... 
WHAT DOES IT TAKE ++..Nat (King) Cole 


IN THE GOOD OLD SUMME on x 
SMOME Binns R TIME. .Les Paul-Mary Ford 


LOVE IS JUST AROUND THE CORNE 
GIN AND TONIC . 


WALKIN’ MY BABY BACK HOME 
FUNNY 


+o6eeeae Billy May 


ana (Nat (King) Cole 


COLUMBIA 


HALF AS MUCH..... 


et eee ee Ken Griffi 
AUF WIEDERSEH’N SWEETHEART an 


BOTCH-A-ME............. itidvdlats ve» eee . , 
ON THE FIRST WARM DAY To ee 
SUGARBUSH 2... ick ccccccusccese Frankie Lane-D. Da 
HOW LOVELY COOKS THE MEAT . 
YOU BELONG TO ME............ ee S 
PRETTY BOY ee 
HIGH NOON ............ are ddn ees «....Frankie Laine 


ROCK OF GIBRALTAR 


CORAL 


STRING ALONG ........ eye ee ; Ames Bros. 
ABSENCE MAKES THE HEART GROW FONDER 


THIS IS THE BEGINNING OF THE END 
I CAN’T CRY ANYMORE 


WHO DRANK MY BEER WHILE I WAS 


Te Don Cornell 


oe, 2 errr re Serre Chuck Murphy 
OCEANA ROLL 
CO er a 
MY MOTHER’S PEARLS 
TE SEEN ; » 6.6. 00-0b 00666 6besbeceeen Alan Dale 
MY THRILL 

DECCA 
LOVER .............+s0ee008+- Peggy Lee-Gordon Jenkins 
YOU GO TO MY HEAD 
OU Bs Er eercer rts te eee Leroy Anderson 
BELLE OF THE BALL 
NN i I ss 6 aid is Sia. le/bre ave 49.4.0 6 6064.08 Guy Lombardo 
AUF WIEDERSEH’N SWEETHEART 
ow.) SS eae Wreve Lee Tee 
THERE’S ONLY TONIGH 

ee | re Red Foley 
ARE YOU TRYING TO TELL ME GOODBYE 

{ERCURY 
oe oe) Pe aren : .. Patti Page 


I’M GLAD YOU’RE HAPPY WITH SOMEONE ELSE 


AUF WIEDERSEH’N SWEETHEART ........ Eddie Howard 
I DON’T WANT TO TAKE A CHANCE 


SO MADLY IN LOVE................ 
MAKE ME LOVE YOU 


.»+..-. Georgia Gibbs 


I WOULD RATHER LOOK AT YOU.......... Gloria Hart 
NICKELS, QUARTERS AND DIMES 
EE SEE op Ce cbc Keto oeenciseseeaees Vic Damone 
ROSANNE 

M-G-M 
Re NE, 56.0 5 4801940000 40008 6400600006 0000 8% Alan Dean 
I'LL FORGET YOU 
STRANGE SENSATION....... ey cer eer er ee Billy Eckstine 
HAVE A GOOD TIME 
Ws ieee 64 i cn ccbernime eds ..-..-David Rose & Ore. 
ALL THE THINGS YOU ARE 
ree ern ee errr Pe Bill Hayes 
PADAM PADAM 
SERENADE TO A LEMONADE.............. Barbara Ruick 
DELISHIOUS 

RCA VICTOR 
WISH WOU WERE HERE 2... cccccccccccesces: Eddie Fisher 
THE HAND OF FATE 
«ae... PRReEEeEeRee ee ..Eddie Fisher 
JUST A LITTLE LOVIN’ 
TSEC TORT TL PE ETT Te Hugo Winterhalter 
SOMEWHERE ALONG THE WAY 
I ek cy 6s 64 45-6084 3.5 4666 400069044448 Tony Martin 
LUNA ROSSA 
BT RADE AT LOVE... cs ccccccscccsccccsccs .Sunny Gale 


FATHER TIME 


Inside Orchestras—Music 


One of the influencing factors in Eddie Cantor’s deal with Capitol 
‘for an album based on the in-production Warner Bros. biopic, “The | 
| Story of Eddie Cantor,” was the $3,000 rebate for orchestral expendi- 
‘ture. Usually this advance is deducted from royalties. 
“ | A mail snafu, incidentally, accounted for Cap getting the nod from 
JENNY DARLING” Cantor who is normally tied to RCA Victor on a non-exclusive record- 
| ing deal which is tantamount to the latter getting first refusal, espe- | 
‘cially in light of a parallel tie by Cantor's “Colgate Comedy Hour” | 
on NBC-TV. 





Abe Olman, general manager of the Robbins-Feist-Miller combine, | 
is represented as a songwriter on Dne of the four sides cut by Colum- 
| bia Resords’ new Art Lowry band. Number is “Down by the O-Hi-O” | 
and it’s published by Forster Music of Chicago. Olman, incidentally, also | 
has to its credit as writer such hits as “Oh, Johnny” and “I'm Waiting 
for Ships That Never Come In.” 








On the Upbeat 








New York 


Ella Fitzgerald into Celebrity 
Club, Providence, for this week... 
Alan Dean booked for one frame 
at Caribe Hilton in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, starting Friday (8)... 
Daughter of Steve Levitz, produc- 





4444444444644 | 





tion manager of the Robbins, Feist 
|& Miller combine, gave birth to 
a daughter in N.Y., July 13 


| week to start work in the Metro 


\film, “See How They Run” Ti- | 


|nois Jacquette in for return book- 





Har- | 
iry Belafonte went Coastwards this | 


which ends in mid-A t. Band is 
on set e. Yee ice Hotel in 

ouston pt. rer — 
Ruth Raye into Stork Club, uis- 
ville, Ky., Aug 1... Tiny Hill 
orch spends August in one-night- 
ers in Indiana, Wisconsin, Minne- 
sota, Illinois and Iowa, with tour 


| broken by a full week in mid- 


August at the Riviera, Lake 


Geneva, Wis. 


Dallas 


Harry James’ orch dated for one- 
niter at Longhorn Ranch Monday 


jing at the Birdland, N.Y., starting | (11), with Bob Wills’ Texas Play- 


i'Thursday (7)...Apollo Records’ 
|gospel vocalist Mahalia Jackson 
|signed for six-week European tour 
|starting Oct. 17...Jimmy Corday 
| Trio set indefinitely at the Top Hat 
iin Long Island... Danny Sutten 
| booked into Three Rivers Inn, Syr- 


| acuse. for four days opening Fri- 


| day (8). 


Chicago 

Kirby Stone and Billy Ward's 
Dominoes set for the Michigan 
State Fair Aug. 29 through Sept. 
| . Nellie Lutcher has six-day 
| stand at Rossonian, Denver, Aug. 
.,. Curry, Byrd & LeRoy do two 
| 


> Ope 


|frames at Eddy's, Kansas City, 
ug. 29 . . . Four Freshmen start 
| Sept. 2 at Playbowl, Calumet City, 
| Ind. . . . Shelby Davis inked for 
| Flame, Detroit, Aug. 22 for 14 days. 
|. . . Louis Armstrong has week at 
|the Three Rivers Inn, Syracuse, 
Aug. 12... Daryl Harper goes into 
Claridge, Memphis, Aug. 29 for 
three stanzas ... Charlie Ventura 
plays ees Toronto, Aug. 25 
| for a week. 

| Beverly Hudson has two weeks 
| at the Hollenden Hotel, Cleveland, 
| Sept. 4... Artie Auerbach signed 
| for Lake Club, Springfield, week 
of Aug. 29. 


Kansas City 

Town was heavy with name 
bands last week end, Les Brown 
playing a one-nighter in the Pla- 
Mor Ballroom Saturday (2), and 
Louis Armstrong in the Municipal 
Auditorium Sunday. Both played 
to strong houses ... Tony Cun- 
ningham orch into one-nighters in 


- 


ing its three weeks in the Terrace 
Grill of the Hotel Muehlebach 


the Texas-Olkahoma area follow- 





| boys due Aug. 26 for one night 
|, . . Russ Morgan orch and show 


set for eight nights, Sept. 5-12, 
in Baker Hotel's Mural Room .., 
Johnnie Bachemin again head- 
lines at Colony Club for two 
frames on Sept. 9... Sky Club 
has one-night stands from Woody 
Herman orch, Aug. 29, and Billy 
May crew, Nov. 9... Neliie 
Lutcher opens Aug. 26 at Pappy's 
Showland . . . Century Room of 
Hotel Adolphus gets Kay Thomp- 
son & the Williams Bros. for two 
frames, Sept. 3-16, with Harry 
Richman due Sept. 22-27. Same 
spot has pacted Hildegarde for 
two weeks, starting Jan. 19. 


Ted Lewis, Ex-Sideman 
Play Rival Pitt Spots 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 

Ted Lewis and one of his former 
hired hands, Paul White, will be 
playing rival clubs here at the 
same time later this month. Lewis 
opens a two-week engagement at 
Andy Chakeras’ brand new Horizon 
Room at the Greater Pittsburgh 
Airport mext Friday (15), while 
White comes into the Copa down- 
town Aug. 25. 

Chakeras set Lewis for his air- 
port spot on strength of business 
high-hatted tragedian of jazz al- 
ways did for the local nitery oper- 
ator when he ran the Vogue Ter- 
race. Latter place was sold first 
of year to John Betera when Cha- 
keras landed the cafe, bar, restau- 
rant ang hotel concessions at the 
big plane center. 
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New Flat-Price Amus. Combo 
Launched in N.Y. as Tourist Lure 


A cafe hypo that has been tried! nie Schaeffer, continues the plan) 


with some success in Miami, and 


crops up from time to time else- | 


where, was launched this week in 
New York as the “Nite Club Merry- 
Go-Round.” It aims to develop 
tourist and local business via a 
flat-price setup that includes every- 
thing but the waiter’s tip. 

Outfit’s “de luxe’ combination 
carries a tariff of $9.95 (tax includ- 
ed) for dinner and show at either 
the Latin Quarter or Copacabana, 
and = midnight performance at 
either Leon & Eddie’s or Zimmer- 
man’s Hungaria. Another pairing 
called the “Evonomy Combination,” 
peddles for $7.95 and is available 
as a dinner-chow at two sno‘s end 
the midnighter at two others (in- 
cludes two drinks'!. Visiiation: 
miv be mde on the same night 
or two different nights. Among 
spots in the deal aside from those 
mentioned are Hayvona-““drid, Vil- 
lage Barn and Bal Tabarin. 

Another $9.95 »ackage pairs a 
nitery with a legiter on Broadway, 
there being a choice from half a 
dozen Broadway dramas or musi- 
cals followed by a bistro. 
setup, seating is in the mezzanine, 
with an orch pew rating $1.20 ex- 
tra. On the cafe end, two drinks 
or a late snack is the choice. State 
and Federal taxes are included in 
all packages. 

Scheme is the brainchild of Sam- 
uel J. Burger, veteran show biz 
promoter. who is running the deal 


in New York as his associate, Ber- | 
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THE CHORDS 
Instrumentalists without Instruments 
Aug. 4-10 — CLUB DATES 
Seattle, Wash. 

Midwest Club Dates and Fairs! 
HARRY GREBEN 
203 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago, III. 
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NICK 
LUCAS 


VACATIONING 
L. B. RANCH 
Rt. 3, COLORADO SPRINGS, 
Colorado 


Aug. 11 thru Sept. 1 


Personal Management 
BILL LOE® 

121 S. Beverly Drive 

Beverly Hills, Cal. 





In this | 








in Florida. They are going after 
tourists as well as persons with 


modest income via ads in the 
Bronx, Brooklyn, Newark, etc. 
They're also hitting convention 


groups before they arrive in town. 
Robert A. Hamilton, sales man- 
ager for the organization, says the 
combos are being sold by theatre 
ticket agencies, bell 
leading hote's, 
latter, etc Each club receives a 
set sum, according to its own tariff 
designation 


$1,000,000 Fixup 
For Ottawa Spot 


Ottawa, Aug. 5. 

Rebuilding job to cost an esti- 
mated $1,000,000 is set for Standis- 
hall, Ottawa district 
according to owner-manager J. P. 
Maloney. 
conditioned spot will include 100 
guest rooms and dine-dance space 
for more than 2,500 persons. 

Present Standishall was fire-gut- 
ted last August, a musician losing | 
his hfe in the blaze that occurred 
during a Louis Armstrong band 
date, leaving only the Circle Bar | 
and the dancery operating. 

For a while, the spot followed a 
show policy, booking names, then 
Montreal owners sold it, along with 
Chez Henri Hotel and Chaudierre 
Golf and Country Club, back to 
Original owner, Maloney. Latter 
closed show poli¢y with late spring 
booking of Rose Murphy. Ralph 
Flanagan band, in this week, is the | 
only name to appear since then. 





VAF Warns Yank Acts 
Qn Application of Its | 
26-Wk. Employment Rule: 


London, July 29. 

A warning to visiting vauders 
that the rule limiting their employ- 
ment for a maximum of 26 consecu- 
tive weeks must be operated strict- 
ly, was given last week by the Va- 
riety Artists Federation. They re- 
ported that two applications for | 
extension have just been turned | 
down. 

Pointing out that it is their job 
to see that the quota for foreign 
vaude artists is strictly adhered to, 
the VAF explain that only in rare 
cases are visitors allowed to exceed | 
the stipulated period of six months. 


San Antonio’s ‘19523’ | 


San Antonio, Aug. 5. 

Andy Rice, owner-operator of 
the Circus Club here, goes into a 
major policy change with the open- | 
ing this week of “Blackouts of 
195212.” 

Rice is m.c. of the show, which | 
includes Gary Fontaine, Walter 
Beecham, Anne Blair and Bette 
Lou. 


























_ COMEDY BY 


MICKEY 
DEEMS 





Currently at 


PARAMOUNT, New York 


RECENTLY CONCLUDED RADIO Ci7TY MUSIC HALL 
and LE REUBAN BLEU, New York 
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| Personal Management: Harry Levine | 
MARK J. LEDDY Bob Shapire 

| Leon Newman Sob Whitemen |] 





hotel-nitery, | 


New stone-and-brick, air- | 


| claims 


'in solid comfort. 


Houston’s Name Orchs 


Houston, Aug. 5. 

The Houston Club has instituted 
a name band policy with the Hal 
McIntyre orch teeing off Friday 
(1). Lynn Cole, local vocalist, is 
featured. 
Orchs slated to follow are Ray 
| Anthony, Sept. 27, and Jan Garber, 
| Nov. 29. 








2 Unions Press 


Yoeitveaseins ° Coast Cresendo 


On Folding Money 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 


| 
| Plans for reopening of the shut- 


tered Crescendo, new Sunset Strip 
nitery, as a jazz rendezvous are 
being pushed as show biz unions 
prepared to present to the Labor 





| 


|Commission claims of $2,500 on | Ber I _ma 
terial, and while some of it is 


behalf of its members. Left holding 
the bag when nitery op Harry 
Steinman was forced into bank- 


ment were American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists and Local 47 of Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians. 

Steinman 
|turned to Philadelphia, his home 
base. 

AGVA Coast chief Eddie Rio 
said his organization would press 
on behalf of Ella Mae 
Morse, Champ Butler and Pat Mor- 


ruptcy by creditors seeking pay- | 


reportedly has re- | 


| 


| 
} 
| 


Night Club Reviews 


Copacabana, N. Y. 

Al Bernie, Sonny Howard, Luxor 
Gali Gali, The Cerneys (2), Lauri 
Layton, Peter Hanley, Dale Nun- 
nally, Michael Durso Orch; $3.50 
minimum. 





Barring one or two minor spois, 
the current Copa layout is a 
sprightly entertainment that can 
satisfy almost any type of nitery 
clientele. 
edy, with Al Bernie, Sonny Howard 
and Luxor Gali Gali handling that 
end, and it has enough production 
backgrounding to give the overall 
show the aura of hefty budgeting, 





It is hefty on the com-} 


certainly a novely in these swelter- | 


ing days of short-coin nightclub 
entertainments. 
Bernie is the No. 
and he deserves that billing with 
a comedy fol-de-rol that is the best 
in his career. It’s around two dec- 
ades now since Bernie, as a young- 
ster, began feeling his way around 
the varieties. and by this time he 
has certainly arrived at a peak cal- 
ibre of delivery and material. 


| Bernie constantly changes his ma- 


tepid, his delivery and ability to 
punch hard overcome that short 
coming. 

He tells stories, jokes, does song 


| parodies, satires on Hopalong Cas- 


sidy, Churchill and Jolson, ete., 
and emerges at the end to a begoff. 

Sonny Howard, with his vocal im- 
pressions of name singers, is an- 
other whammo, and no less impor- 
tant than his act itself is the pro- 
jection and obvious assurance with 
which he does his delineations. 
Howard impersonates such war- 
blers as Laine, Armstrong, Lanza, 


1. headliner,| the deft straight work 


action will cost the ¢| 
$15,000 for the fortnight. * ta 
There are some interest; 
changes in the team’s basic Some 
perhaps due to the fact that tn 
tour will be for theatres and the 
toriums rather than niterien “a 
maybe they're sharpening on 
material for the London Pajjad,- 
date set for early next year Ane 
the Mastbaum, Philly, Ayo 18 iter 
the L. A. Paramount. Aug. 9§ — 
take a month layoff fo; 
work, then hit the road ; 
stand at the Texas State Pa... 
October will be followed hy 
days of one-nighters, from Box 
to Birmingham. —— 
While most of the 
dous acceptance is based On th 


antics of the zany Jer, 


t ; 
act’s treme, 


e 
Lewis and 


Ol Dean 


Martin, there seems to be .. 
attempt to balance off routines 
with Martin getting ad. 


more 
chance to go over on his oy, 


merits—which are considerable— 
in the song department 


Ol a 


There's 


| only a short minute or two of Lewis 


rissey, but was awaiting receipt | Sablon, Chevalier, Tony Martin, | 


i|from Miss Morse of a check ten- 


dered her by Steinman before pre- 


| senting a package claim for around 
| $1,500. Similar action is contem- 


plated by the tuners’ local, which 
seeks to collect around $1,000, of 


which some $650 is due Buddy 
| DeFranco. 
Reopening plans are being 


| pushed by Bill Door, owner of the 


building in which the Crescendo 
was located, and operator of the 
second-floor cocktailery, the Inter- 
lude. Latter was forced to close 
when the Crescendo shuttered, be- 
cause of legal technicalities. 

If Door succeeds in the takeover 
effort, he’ll operate the Interiude 
as before. Crescendo, however, will 
undergo some alteration, including 
the installation of a dance floor, 
and Door hopes to book standard 
jazz acts. 


Saranac Lake 
By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Aug. 5 
Murray Weiss, Variety Clubs- 
Will Rogers exec, in from Boston 
for final inspection of the face- 


| lifting job of the institution. 


Louie Williams, -formerly of 





| 


Ink Spots, Jan Peerce Billy Dan- 
iels, Lena Horne, Eckstine, Dur- | 
ante and Jackson, and Pinza. All| 
are clever carbonings though he} 
could use more comedic lyrical ma- | 
terial in connection with his sub- | 
jects. Howard has a legit voice on | 
his own, as indicated by one or two 
spots. | 

Gali Gali, the Egyptian magico, 
is another smash with his manipu- | 
lation of the coins, the chicks and | 
his pieces of business with the two | 
men whom he draws from the aud- | 


|ience. He lends great charm to his | 


act with his dialectic English, and 
he knows how to handle audiences, 
as well. 

Of lesser importance to the bill | 
are Lauri Layton, brunet songstress, | 
who does standard tunes with lack | 
of style and imagination, and the | 
Cerneys, ballroom duo, who go | 
through standard terps accented by 


| the male’s frequent lifts. 


Dale Nunnally and Peter Hanley 
handle the production singing nice- 
ly, backgrounded by the eight Copa 
girls. Michael Durso’s orch does 


| tight by the showbacking and the 


audience hoofing. Kahn. 
Chez Paree, Chi 
; Chicago, Aug. 3. 
Martin & Lewis, Kitty Kallen, | 


the vaude team of Pops & Louie, Mayo Bros. (2). Barr & Estes, Dick 


in from N. Y. and registered for] Stabile, 


the observation period. 
Theresa 


al hospital with an acute attack 


of appendicitis and is now back at | 


the V. C. hospital resting in com- 
fort. 

Troupers James’ Flovd 
Paula Winthrop stopped off to chat 
with Forrest (Slim) Glenn 

Bob Cosgroves Columbia 


up rated the usual all-clear. 

A salute to Larry Kaye for hisj| 
gift to the less fortunate here; | 
ditto to George Roberts of the 
Rifkin Theatres, Boston. 
to Gloria 


Birthday greetings 
| Davis, John Streeper, Shirley 


Houff and Forrest ‘Slim) Glenn, 
all at the V. C. hospital and pro-| 
gressing nicely with the cure. 
Joe Fennessy, veteran vaude en-| 
tertainer, in and out of general | 
hospital after mastering the thor-| 
acoplasty operation, is back at the 
V. C. hospital taking the comeback | 


Otto Haymen and Jeanie Reed! 
received their all-clear clinics at 
the same time. Surgery and real} 
care made it possible for this pair 
to regain their health. While on 
a 10-day furlough a year ago, they | 
got married and now will cele- 
brate their return to good health! 
and an anniversary at the same} 
time. They are skedded to check 
out in the early fall. when they 
will leave for Paris 

Edward (ABC! Davidson ended 
a two-week vacation here. He was 
accompanied by his wife, Grace, 
whose clinics are tops 

Virginia Godwin, ex-Rogersite 
who beat the rap here in 1948, in 
for 0.0. and checkup and she's O. K. 


Write te those who are ill. 





Loomis, Columbia pix} Brian 
office staffer, rushed to the gener-| minimwm, $1 cover. 


|for summer vacation at the Miller| Of the tables from the floor. This 


Johnny Martin, Chez! 
Adorables (8) with Werner Twins, 
Farnon Orch (22); $3.50 


This is the break-in date for the 


| fall and winter tour of Martin & 
| Lewis. 
and | set a new record two-week biz here | 


As such, it will probably | 


at Chi’s No. 1 spot. A sidelight on 
that expectancy is that after the | 


Pic- | first show Sunday (3), a spokesman | 
itures’ office staffer, in from N. Y.| for the comics insisted on removal | 


before the crooner come 
belt over three tunes 
Handsome crooner still seljs , 
song as well as any of the top 
baritones and the audience gives 
him a lusty hand. After this brief 
respite, mayhem gets underway 
and runs rampant for the next 45 
minutes. There is a raft of ad libs 
with Lewis railing at the custoy. 
ers, the bosses, the band and of 
course, Dick Stabile. Somewhere 
along the line, some set materia! 
manages to sneak in. Much of it 
is the tried and true stuff, such as 
the directing of the orch by Lewis 
as Martin tries to sing “Oh, Marie’: 
the running leaps in the band lead. 


(Continued on page 46) 


S Out to 








Currently 


PALACE, New York 




















LEW 


BLACK 


and 


PAT 


DUNDEE 


(Beauty and . 


the Least) 

A new note in 
Glamor Comedy 
Held Over 
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IN THE HEART OF CHICAGO'S LOOP 
near the Chicago, Harris, Selwyn and 
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Carnies Finally Shoved Down Alleys 


In Historic Santa Fe Fiesta Fracas 





By NED ARMSTRONG 


Santa Fe, N. M., Aug. 5. 
will burn again this or in 
Fe. A compromise meeting 
aed test week here set the formula 
for Santa Fe’s 240th Fiesta on 
: r Day and as a result, Will 


Gloom 


bo 
Shuster, inventor of Zozobra, de- 
cided to create the 30-foot effigy 


and burn old man gloom once more 
to set off the fete. 

The Fiesta Council, shattered by 
the winter-long controversy, re- 
voked the franchise of the carnival 
rs to vote and at the — 

» banished the carnies from the 
ere Santa Fe plaza for this 
year’s celebration 

Oliver La Farge, Pulitzer prize- 
winning novelist, who led the fight 
against the commercialism which in 
the last few years has cheapened 
the historic Santa Fe Fiesta on 
Labor Day weekend, is now free 
once more to return to his literary 
assignments. 

The fight between the compact 
group of Santa Fe intellectuals and 
the Fiesta Council began last De- 
cember and, at one point this 
spring, had grown to such propor- 
tions that La Farge was fearful for 
his personal safety. In a sizzling 
fight, his program of restoring the 
festival to its farmer diignity and 
splendor had run head-on into the 
solid opposition of carnival inter- 
ests. 

Strangely enough, following La 
Farge’s admission of defeat, and 
the universal threat of the artists 
and writers of this community to 
abandon fiesta, a form of panic 


operato 


seized the group representing the | 


carnival crowd. Fiesta Council 
chairman Johnny Valdes resigned, 
and other members of the group 
opened overtures for a peaceful 
settlement of the dispute. 
Governor Steps In 

The Santa Fe Fiesta is the crown- 
ing event of New Mexico’s summer- 
long tourist season, and word 
around town has it that when ad- 
verse publicity concerning the de- 
spoiling of the event began to gain 
heavyweight proportions, Gov. Ed- 
win Mechem interceded quietly. 

As a result of the present amity, 
the carnival boys have been ex- 
pelled from the plaza and will op- 
erate their booths this year on side 
streets several. blocks from the 
heart of town. 

Reginald Fisher, director of the 
Santa Fe Art Museum, has been 
appointed by city government to 
head a committee to restore the fa- 
mous old fiesta to its former glory. 
A program is now being evolved 
for this year’s event. 


Shift ‘Capades’ Ad-Pub 
In Pitt to Ad Agency 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 
Advertising and publicity for 
local engagement of “Ice Capades,” 
which opens its annual preem 
Stand here at the Gardens Sept. 1, 
are being handled for the first time 
away from the Harris circuit office. 





In the past, campaign has always | 


been in charge of local reps of 
the amusement company headed by 
John H, Harris, producer of the 
Icer, 

With appointment of Cliff Lewis, 
formerly head of Par studio pub- 
licity and more recently with Met- 
TO, as press boss of “Ice Capades,” 
With headquarters in New York, 
Harris pub-ad staff in Pittsburgh 
has been shaved to the bone. The 
account has gone to Dubin-Feld- 
agg ad agency. It'll be handled 
y Joe Feldman, of the firm, who 
aerntly quit WB after 23 years— 
ls last job with Warners was as- 
sistant zone manager—to go into 
Usiness with Julius Dubin. 








St. Loo Chase Woos 


Sinatra for Teeoff 
‘ St. Louis, Aug. 5. 
e. lanagement of the Chase Club, 
wank west end nitery, is angling 
od , one-week appearance of 
53 nk Sinatra to tee off its 1952- 
ion season on Sept. 19. Already 
Ch ne ave Mindy Carson and Los 
-— es de Espana for two weeks 


ana attractions skedded 

Gobs Connee _ Boswell, George 

Ps el, Ted Lewis, Wiere Bros. and 
Ul Neighbor’s orch. 


in- 


Wein, Orchsters Flee 
Rockport, Mass., Fire 


Boston, Aug. 5. 

George Wein, boniface-maestro 
of Hub’s Storyville, transferred | 
to Hawthorne Inn, Gloucester, for | 
summer, and six members of his | 
crew narrowly escaped possible in- 
; jury and lost their instruments 
|and personal belongings when fire 
|}razed the rooming house in which 
;they were quartered in Rockport 
| last week. 
Wein, forced to jump from sec- 
ond-story window, escaped without 
| injury, but Jack Fuller, who also 
| jumped, received a back injury, ne- 
|cessitating hospitalization. Ac- | 
|cording to eye-witnesses, 20 min- | 
|utes after the occupants escaped | 
|the two-story building burned to| 


i the ground. 


Mich. State Fair 
Spots Wax Names 
In Policy Shift 

















Detroit, Aug. 5. 


The Michigan State Fair, which | 
| got mired in red ink last year when | 
| headliners like Bob Hope failed to | 
|lure big, is trying a new entertain-'| 
ment policy on for size this year | 
by scuttling the traditional vaude | 
presentation in favor of continuous | 
shows featuring recording stars. 

Don Ridler, the fair’s new enter- 
tainment director, is booking the 
acts direct rather than obtaining a | 
|package deal through a regular | 
booking agent as in the past. 

The lineup so far includes Les |} 
Paul & Mary Ford, Ella Fitzgerald, 
Al Martino, Gene Krupa Trio, Kir- 
by Stone, Billy Ward & His Domi-| 











}noes, and the Harmonicats. They | 
|will appear Aug. 29 through | 
| Sept. 1. 


| Then, the 6,400-seat State Fair- | 


|grounds Coliseum will be turned | 
'over for three days to agricultural | 


(Continued on page 47) 


‘FOR SALE’ SIGN UP ON 
HIPP, BALTO LANDMARK 


Baltimore, Aug. 5. 

A “For Sale’ went up on Izzy 
Rappaport’s Hippodrome this 
week, marking the demise of a 
local landmark of films and vaude. 
Originally built by Pearce & 
Schneck, pioneers in combo enter- 
tainment here, house was run by 
Loew’s, the Schanbergers, and 
Rappaport, with varying forms of 
entertainment. 

Rappaport carried the Hipp to 
heights with his indie operation, 
employing top names, but it took 
a sharp dive in recent years. House 
closed last April following a minor 
backstage fire which did some 
damage, but occasioned the an- 
nouncement that theatre would be 
readied by fall with continuation 
| of straight film policy. 
| Rappaport operates the nearby 
' de luxe Town and the Little, latter 
a sureseater with policy of foreign 
and art pix. 


A.C. CROWDS OKAY 
BUT SPENDING OFF 


Atlantic City, Aug. 5. 

A crowd of more than 200,000 
hit this resort over the weekend 
(2-3) according to estimates made 
by city press representatives. It 
was not the largest of the season, 
but nevertheless a healthy pull 
which gave business a good push 
upward. 

So far this season the draw is 
equal to if not a bit higher than 
a year ago, but most amusement | 
and hotel people declare that the | 
spending is not up to par, Some | 
operators say the season 1s off 
25% as far as spending goes. They 
refer to big spenders, those who 
in other years did the city up 
royally. 

Smaller spots, the avenue bars, | 
etc., say they are holding their | 
own. 




















|dances and dancenhalis all through 


| percentage. 


Hope Springs Internal 
Reno, Aug. 5. 

Expressions of good luck 
poured in on Harpo & Chico 
Marx when they opened their 
nitery stand at the Mapes Ho- 
tel here. 

One wire read: 

‘Good luck from Groucho, 


Gummo and the Collector of 
Internal Revenue.” 


Cons Arrest 19 
In 2 SF. Burlies 


On ‘Indecency’ 


San Francisco, Aug. 5. 

Two of the three Frisco bur- | 
lesque houses were knocked off last 
week following their last shows, | 
With 19 persons arrested and 
booked on a charge of indecency. 
The houses were the Downtown 
Theatre, a 1,000-seat Blumenfeld 
operation, and the Ellis-Princess 
(800 seats), operated by Sam 
Brisk. The bumpers and grinders 
appeared before Municipal Judge | 
Lenore Underwood and pleaded not 
guilty. 

Acting mayor of San Francisco 
Marvin Lewis added a touch of 
irony to the proceedings by ap- 
pearing as attorney for the Blu- 
menfelds. The arrest was made by 
the juvenile detail of the police 
department. 

Judge Underwood declared that 
if the case came before her with- 
out request for a jury trial she | 
would ask for re-enactment of the trude Niesen and Jackie Gleason 


shows. The only way to judge}... . 
ma Ronee. Co : will go out as a nitery revue after 
bs get tt = Re '0| its Broadway engagement at the 
s . & the officers saw, | Holiday Theatre, N. Y., Aug. 21. 
she declared. |Harry Delmar, who staged the 
Among those arrested were Gay | original, is dittoing for Frank 
Dawn, Junay Green, Marlene King, | Sennes, who has been booking tab 
Ruby Reed and Eva Sassin of the | versions of legit clicks into the 
Downtown Theatre, together with | Holiday. 
Hubert Harris, manager, and Cof-| Eddie Davis, who co-authored 
fee Royale, Billy Collins, Edith| the original with Guy Bolton, is 
Raye, Dawn Valentino, Sandine A. (updating the libretto for current 
ey es wag Frngy a —- | vaudfilmery and nitery standards. 
an arbara Gibson, also Samuel} Sennes and Delmar have an idea 
~ ye | ee Bloom, ——— | of person 4 Ag ens oo an 
0 e Ellis-Princess. were | an independent filmusical. 
booked and released on bail. | Willie Shore, currently at Lou 
The arresting officers chased 300 | Walters’ Latin Quarter, would 
customers out of the Ellis and 200 | oo ve the ase pon By na , 
out of the Downtown. Both the-|and Louise Hoff wou o the 
atres reopened the next day (31). | Niesen counterpart. 


ne police made the arrest, they | CIRCUS MEDRANO BOSS 





Guy Mitchell Boosts 


Palladium te Top July 
London, Aug. 5. 

The Guy Mitchell fortnight | 
| which ended at the Palladium last | 
Saturday (2) has given the theatre | 
the best July season since Jack | 
Benny’s engagement in 1948. The | 
final week was capacity at every 











was sold solid by the early part of 
the week. 


ness, beating the initial week’s 
gross of around $28,000, followed 
the broadcast from the theatre on 
the first Saturday night. Big crowds 


the next Monday morning. 
rangements are now being set for 
| Mitchell to return next year for a 
comprehensive vaude tour which 
may include a return date at the 
Palladium. 


Follow Girls For 
Cafes After Tab 


Stand on Bway 


The tabloid “Follow the Girls,” 
Broadway legit musical of 
years back which co-starred Ger- 











said, because “there was nothing 
left for the imagination.” 

The President Theatre, Frisco’s 
third buriey house, was not in- 
cluded in the raid. 


AGVA Asks Martha Raye 
Medrano, whose circus is one 


To Explain D.J. Interview , , 
" . ‘of the most famous in Europe, is 
On Gyson’s Miami Show | bere on a talent expedition, via 


; jthe Lew & Leslie Grade Agency, 
Miami Beach, Aug. 5. | for both the circus and a new pro- 
First crackdown on ruling of 


duction to open at the Gaumont 
American Guild of Variety Artists 


Palace, Paris, next month. 
against cuffo appearances by mem- Medrano will return to Gotham 
bers on deejay programs here 


‘in a fortnight, thence to the 
came Friday (1) when local board | 


French capital. 
wired Martha Raye to appear be- 
fore them today (‘Tues.) to ex- 
interview on 


plain her the Sam |B, } 
Gyson show aired from Mammy’s Fire Causes 106 Damage 


To Wildwood, N.J., Nitery 


Wildwood, N. J., Aug. 5. 

A fire in Marty Bohn’s Nut Club 
here Sunday morning (3) caused 
damages of about $10,000, destroy- 
ing all costumes and ruining the 
dressing rooms, Blaze originated 
in the kitchen from a defective 
refrigerator. There was no damage 
to the club proper. 

The blaze was put under control 
at 11 a.m. and a show was given 
that afternoon. 


Jerome Medrano, owner of the 
Cirque Medrano, Paris, arrived in 
New York from France last week 
(29) and left two days later for 
the Coast. 











restaurant. 

Possible stickler in this case, 
however, is fact that Miss Raye is 
co-owner of the Five O'clock Club 
where she works the year ‘round, 
and hence decision must be made 
as to whether she was appearing 
as such to plug her spot, or as a 
performer. 





Hold Canadian Maestro 
In Death of His Wife 


New Waterford, N. S., Aug. 5. . 
Ralph Gregor, a veteran orc 
on has eed arraigned on a Ashtons for Henie Icer 
charge of murder, as a result of Royal Ashtons have been pacted 
the finding of the severely battered | as the only non-skating turn in 
body of his wife in their home here. | Sonja Henie’s ice show, opening 
Gregor, who had an orch for|in Chicago, Sept. 11. It’s a sever- 
many years and furnished music at | month contract. 
Acro act is current at Lou Wal- 
Cape Breton Island, was arraigned | ters’ Laiin Quarter, N. Y. 
in minor court without plea. Hear- 
ing was deferred until after an in- 
quest slated for Aug. 18. 











Chi 885 Club to Reopen 
Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Joe Miller’s 885 Club, which has 
been shuttered stnce last fall for 
alleged liquor violations, will re- 
open soon. a 

Swank supper bistro was leased 
by Morris Aronson of St. Louis 
last week. 





Herb Shriner’s D. C. Date 
Herb Shriner has been booked 
for the Statler Hotel, Washington, 


starting Nov. 15. ; 
TV-vaude-nitery comic is in on 7 





performance, and the entire house | 


The second week spurt in busi- | 


waited for the boxoffice to open | 
Ar- | 


some | 


ON U.S. TALENT HUNT, 


Niteries Studying Effect of OPS 
$1,000,000 Crackdown on N.Y. Eateries 


—?¢ With a dozen New York restau- 
lrants being sued by the 


uU. S. 
Government for $1,000,000 in 
treble damages for alieged over- 
the-ceiling price vidlations, nitery 
owners in Gotham and elsewhere 
are wondering how the latest Fed- 
eral drive will affect them. 

Last week (31), U. S. Attorney 
Myles J. Lane said the complaints, 


|}a record number, marked only the 


start of an effort against offenders 
of the regulations set up by the 
| Office of Price Stabilization and 
that the alleged violations were 
“willful.” 

The largest amount is being 
sought from the Mid-Hudson Sys- 
tem, operating Chandler’s, an east 
side eatery frequented by many 
show bizzers. Under a suit filed in 
Federal Court, the Government 
seeks $346,640 from that spot. Run- 
|ner-up is El Morocco, chichi es- 
tablishment, with $217,215. Of the 
110 other eateries named defend- 
}ants, the best known are the Am- 
| bassador Hotel bar and restaurant, 
$65,579, and Beef & Bourbon, $12,- 
590. 

The 
| claims 


price stabilization bureau 
that those involved had 
overcharged for food and drinks, 
It alleges that, in some cases, they 
experienced lower food costs which 
should properly have been refiect- 
ed in lower prices to customers, 
While there are no definite ceiling 
prices, the OPS says that legiti- 
mate prices are based on the ratio 
of food costs to dollar sales volume. 
A similar setup obtains in the case 
of lower costs for liquor which 
should have been passed on to cus- 
| tomers. 


Week before, El Borracho, an- 
| Other east side eatery, was sued 
|for $50,020 in treble damages. 
| Violations by nightclubs and 
other eat spots are under investiga- 
| tion by the OPS, according to Sol 
| A. Liebman, metropolitan district 
| enforcement officer. Some nitery 
;owners theorize, however, that 
their prices include entertainment, 


|dancing, ete., and that they are 
| not subject to the same rules which 
|apply to straight food and drink 
| emporiums. 


Newborn-Baum Sued 
By Gale Over Drake 


Gale Agency, N. Y., has insti- 
jtuted suit against Newborn & Baum 
for alleged commission on the en- 
gagement of singer Alfred Drake 
at the Thunderbird, Las Vegas. 
Drake played that spot May 29 
through June 18 on a booking by 
Gale. Case comes up in N. Y, 
Municipal Court. Amount sought 
is $700, representing 5% of 14,600. 

According to the Gale office, 
‘Newborn & Baum originally had 
booked a show into the Thunder- 
bird for those dates and, in order 
to play Drake, a release had to be 
obtained from N&B for that pe- 
riod. Upon a suggestion by Hal 
Braudis, Thunderbird booker, 
Gale says it worked out a deal 
with Newborn & Baum to move its 
|show up and make way for Drake. 
Part of the agreement, it claims, 
was for a split commission on the 
singer’s booking, which has not 
been paid, hence the suit. 








3 Circus Performers 
Injured in Buffalo 


Buffalo, Aug. 5. 


Aerialists with two circuses ex- 
| hibiting in this area sustained se- 
vere injuries during the past week. 
Lisette Antoniette, a member of 
the family act of that name with 
Mills Bros. Circus, fractured both 
arms when she fell from a trapeze 
while the show was playing Go- 
wanda. The girl, who is 14, fell 
about 25 feet when her wrist strap 
broke. She is in Gowanda Hos- 
pital. The family consisting of 
father, mother, two brothers and 
the girl, are from Germany. 

Searle S. Simmons and Mrs. 
Mary Sherer, trapezists with the 
Sherer Troupe performing in Tom 
Packs’ Buffalo Police Circus at 
Civic Stadium here, were injured 
when their rigging collapsed. They 
were forced to leap from the tra- 
peze when the rigging buckled. He 
sustained a fractured ankle and 
Mrs. Sherer suffered bruises. Both 
were taken to Buffalo General 
Hospital 

* 
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Chez Paree, — i 
er’s arms, the smooching and swish | 
stuff, which, incidentally, has been 
cut greatly. For a sharp audience | 
of first-nighters, the buffons were | 
of firsi-nighters, the buffoons were | 
blue tinges. | 

Lewis, while still brash, has, | 
oddly enough, gained some real | 
warmth which cevers his cracked 
voice and eyebali hysterics. In 
spite of the running reprimands | 
that he hurls at his partner, the | 
madcap projects the fact that his 
cohort really isn’t such a bad guy. 
One bit of new business about TV 
commercials has some rib-tickling 
bits, but slicing is needed. The 
Ethel Merman-Russell Nype takeoff 
is heavy with laughs. 

Duo could still use some more | 
skits and discard some of the | 
oldies. Team still winds up doing | 
the strawhat and cane version of | 
soft-shoe “Swanee River” for sock | 
getoff, but come back to quiet) 
seatholders with begoff speech. j 

Pretty Kitty Kallen is a more | 
than welcome divertissement to the 
hectic proceedings and it's a tribute 
to the salesmanship of the chirper 
that she commands attention while 
the room is waiting for the head-| 
liners. She swings out with a fine 
beat rendition of “I Can't Give You | 
Anything But Love” and then does | 
a switch in mood with the ballad, | 
“Look to the Rainbow.” 

Thrush actually stills the vast 
spot with her soft, wistful rendition 
of the tune from “Finian’s Rain- 
bow,” in which show she starred 
several seasons ago. She also gets 
a fine reception with “Show Busi- 











International | 
Ventriloquists 
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Just Back from Korea, 
Japan and Pacific islands 


Again at the 
PALACE 


(4th Engagement) 
New York 


Thanks to DAN FRIENDLY 
Sailing for European Tour September 


Thanks to BERT WISHNEW 


Management: 
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Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 44 


ness.” Her satire of Lena Horne 
is avery striking carbon. 

Miss Kallen returns after bowoff 
to sock over “Daddy in the White 
House,” more appropriate now, it 
seems, than in the past, and which 
hep customers enjoy to the hilt. | 

There are two dancing acts in 
su port of the stars, but they’re not 
in conflict. Mayo Bros., working on 
an elevated platform, leave the 
customers hungry with a short few 
minutes of rapid tap work and 
splits. Barr & Estes open with 


some eccentric dancing and fine | 


cartweels by Miss Estes. 
Dick Stzbile, who does a clicko 
job of conducting the M&L session, 


|also is a strong member on the 


totem pole as a stooge. Johnny 
Martin gives out with one tune in 


the production number and acts as | 


emcee. Line has flapper number 


which is one of the best chorus | 


offerings in many a moon. Werner 
Twins are okay in their short 
specialty. 


Orch has been augmented to 22) 


pieces which is the size of the band 
to be used on tour, but this large 
group isn’t too loud for this spot 
due to excellent orchestrations. 
Band has five fiddles and a cello 
and guitar in addition to heavy 
doubling in the brasses. Brian 


Farnon takes over the baton for | 


most of the bill and shows_ how 
well he can really do with a bigger 
aggregation. Zabe. 





Thunderbird, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, July 31. 

Mills Bros. (5), Jay Marshall, 
Peiro Bros. (2), Donna Phillips, 
Johnny O’Brien, Kathryn Duffy 
Dansations (7), Normandie Boys 
(3), Al Jahns Orch (12); no cover 
or minimum. 





Lavish mounting of all produc- 
tion touches makes this four-frame 
Thunderbird chapter one of the 
best offerings in moons. With the 
popular Mills Bros. headlining, and 
setup based on what show producer 
Hal Braudis. terms a “miniature 
musical,” little doubt remains as 
to SRO biz for the next month in 
this teepee. 

The brothers Mills, with their 
father on bass notes and a guitar- 
ist giving discreet backing, mellow 
beautifully as time goes on. Any 


|tune essayed is certain to bring 
|cheers at the start and an ovation 


at its finish. From “Nevertheless.” 
the voices blend “Paper Doll,” 
“Basin St. Blues,” “Be My Life’s 
Companion,” “Wish I Knew the 
Name of the Girl of My Dreams,” 
“Lazy River,” “Always Hurt the 
One You Love.” Palm-poundings 
for the combo continue over and 
into the Dansations’ finale. 

Jay Marshall takes over deuce 
with his wry wit and comedic un- 
derplaying. Supplanting Frank 
Payne, who suffered a _ broken 
leg in an auto accident while 
enroute to this engagement, Mar- 
shall is a holdover from previous 
fortnight. He puts aside his usual 
hokum magico stint to plant sev- 
eral yockworthy sketches, includ- 
ing a GI frame of “salutes” and 
“Nomenclature of the Mop.” 
Concludes with addition to his 
ventro “Lefty” routine via gloved 
“Righty,” setting up amusing “We 


into followup production sortie 
with a walkon sally amidst Dansa- 
tions’ terps. 

Peiro Bros. hop into opening spot 
with a collection of anties designed 
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to spur interest immediately. One 


uses a squeezebox while the other | and Kay Starr takeoff. She winds || 


| Three.” Marshall also ventures 


costumes. “Watermelon Weather” 
again spots principals working in 
and around patternings of Dansa- 
tions. Dazzling finale, “Old Fash- 
ioned Hayride,” is fronted by Miss 
Phillips’ fine “Summertime,” bow- 
ing with entire cast onstage belt- 
ing out the “Hayride” song. 

Al Jahns does a big wren jod- 

ll. 


Palmer House, Chi 
(EMPIRE ROOM) 
Chicago, July 31. 

Mata & Hari, with Lothar Perl, 
Bill Bradley and George Tomal; 
Noonan & Marshall, Estelle Loring, 
George Prentice, Eddie O’Neal 
Orch (12); $3.50 minimum, $1 
cover. 











Merriel Abbott’s unusual hold- | 
over booking of Mata & Hari, stars 
of the last show, is strongly bal-| 
anced with the comedy team of 
Noonan & Marshall, the songs of | 
Estelle Loring, and the deft pup-| 
peteering of George Prentice. It’s} 
perfect summer farce for the next | 
five weeks and should register 
| heavily for the room’s boxoffice, | 
|once the word gets around. 


Mata & Hari have, with the ex- 
ception of the sock “Carnegie Hall’ | 
bit, changed their program for this | 
revue. They again have the diffi- 
cult job of starting the show, but 
sock over a job on a New Orleans 
cheap street scene replete with 
|the guy and the moll. Music by 
Lothar Perl contributes heavily to | 
the mood and scoring would make 
a good disk for some band. Pair| 
|return later to do the almost in-| 
|credible carbon of dancing mari- | 
lonettes with the carefully worked | 
|}out movements appearing as if in-| 
| Visible strings were jerking the 
| terpers beyond their control. 


With a short interlude which is 
covered capably by a piece of 
froth done by George Tomal and 
Bill Bradley, Mata & Hari return 
for a reprise of “Carnegie Hall,” 
a panto-doubling on all the instru- 
ments. Sketch is now done on a 
ramp before the bandstand and ap- 
pears even more impressive, if that 
is possible. Perl conducts the 
skits impressively with his music, 
a clicko asset. 

Noonan & Marshall are making 
their debut in this family supper 
roo mand their old standbys are 
fruitful fare for the conventioneers | 
and others who have not seen these 
bits before. Pair work from the| 
podium mainly, which is a help in | 
several of the routines. Earplug 
gag gets them started well and| 
|then the spoken thoughts of the | 
handsome _ singer, Marshall, get | 
| them additional laughs. 


The cafe disk jockey business | 
has been tightened for better re- 
sults and the duo have inserted a | 
dilly of a British film company | 
with pop-eyed Noonan registering | 
as the English director. Marshall | 
has a straight tune, “Five Foot | 
Two,” which is well received and | 
sets the stage for their familiar | 
TV cooking school. Noonan really 
souses it up for some rib-ticklers | 
but messy finale, always punchy, | 
has been toned down. Current | 
version is more suitable to the | 
decor of the room. 


Estelle Loring is also new to the | 
Empire Room, but should become | 








redhead switches easily from some | 
fine humorous ditties to semi-torch 
tunes. Well-stacked miss has a full | 
voice that bounces off the walls, | 
but tones it down when needed. 
She has some new cleffings, one | 
of which is certainly a topical | 
winner. It is “Play Me a Hurtin’ 
Tune,” and includes a Johnnie Ray 


chants a Latin tune, but never seri- | things up nicely with a cute tag of 


‘ously. There’s always a funny 
| breakup coming. In balancing some 
| wood blocks, each tries to knock 
| the other out of the running, but 
| deal culminates in neat finish for 
| big mitts. Following another tune, 
| both close with rapid hat twirls on 
|stocks and sock piggy-back runoff 


|for cheers. 


“I Better Go Now,” walking off as 
she sings. 


It seems peculiar that the peren- | 
nial child fare of “Punch and 
Judy” should sell so strongly here, 
but the older folks seem to enjoy | 
the clouts that are dished out te | 
the woeful hero. George Prentice 
paces his characters tightly as the | 





| Kathryn Duffy Dansations pull PUPpets knock the stuffings out of | 
out all stops with three big produc-| Punch. The many second child-| 


| tions. Curtain-raiser is ‘“Trottin’ to 
| the Fair,” featuring some soprano- 

ing by Donna Phillips, surrounded 
| by Johnny O’Brien and the Nor- 


'mandie Boys. Gals look fetching ir 











THE NATION’S LEADI 


Aug. 11—OLYMPIC 


FOLLOWING WITH THE 





Per. Mgt.: BERT COLLINS 


JACQUELINE HURLEY 


Week Aug. 3—STEEL PIER, Atiantic City, N. J. 


Aug. 18—HAMBURG FAIR, Hamburg, N. Y. 
Aug. 25—CANADIAN NAT'L EXPO, Toronte 
Sept. 1—CANADIAN NAT'L EXPO, Toronto 
Sept. 8—TRUMANSBERG, N. Y. FAIR 
Sept. 22—BLOOMSBERG, PENN., FAIR 
Oct. 6—DANVILLE, VA., FAIR 

Oct. 13—ORANGEBURG, S. C., FAIR 


Thanks to GEORGE HAMID and LEO GRUND 
219 So. Hamilton Dr., Beverly Hills, Cal. 


NG CONTROL ARTIST 


PARK, Irvington, N. J. 


FLAMINGO, LAS VEGAS 


/hooders in the room give him a| 
| hefty round of applause for his ef- | 
| forts. 

| Besides doing choral work for 
| one of the acts and also the emcee | 
|chores, Eddie O’Neal manages to | 
sneak in some fine dance sets be- | 
tween shows. Zabe. 





! 
| 
Riviera, Fi. Lee. N. J. | 

John Carroll, 4 Step Bros., Eric | 
& Van, The Cabots (3), Arthur | 
Johnson; Walter Nye and Pupi| 
Campo orchs; $2.50, $5 minimums. | 





This is not the strongest bill 
‘which this spot on the Hudson | 
cliffs has come up with recently, 
but it’s an entertaining, fast-mov- | 
| ing layout. John Carroll, Republic | 
| Pictures’ player who's been work- | 
ing the nitery circuit for the last 
;couple of years, supplies the 
| marquee power. The other acts 











; serve as excellent support. 
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Carroll gets sufficient impact 
via his sex appeal for the femmes 
ne a ngs ny 8 pipes. — 
projects his baritone w a heavy Moi - 

d oises Vivanco, Be 
dramatic Oe ee: —— woe Orch (13); $2 cover nny 
essays ae ogg A gic ~ 
sticks too closely to the script to > pl 
achieve maximum contact with the | that came to split its kudos 


intros to 


ee 
Mark Hepki 
San Peni » S. F. 


p » Jul 
Yma Sumac, Phyllis” pes, 


Strong 


The bulk of the plushy turnout 


audience. His repertory also needs | tween the newly redecorateq 200. 
updating beyond such ballads as | 900 Peacock Court and Yma Sums 
“Mona Lisa,’ “Too Young’ and|™ay have not been sure 


“Hello Young Lovers.” 


Whether 


the singer’s artistry was Peruvian 


Carroll handles “I’m Gonna Live |©F Timbuctoo, or the Dorothy 


‘Til I Die” effectively, although|Draper decor French p 
Georgia Gibbs, star of the previous | °F ‘VOL 
show here, also did the number. | W@8 sufficiently sparky 
Carroll would also do well to pass | through as superior brac 
by “Ole Man River” as his encore 
bit. This song is a baritone’s cliche | able to turn the neat tri 
and unless the rendition is super-|ing the room look sm 


lative, it isn’t worth risking. 


Topflight hoofing interlude is; find it an easier place 


rovincial 
SUM total 
to come 
ket stuff, 
nt has been 
Ck of mak. 
aller and yet 

Artists wil] 


ourvoisier, but the 


The Smith manageme 


seat more customers. 


: > ae t k 
provided by the Four Step Bros. | with the lighting, sound a p Piven, 


This team of Negro tapsters is | tics all to the good. And 
among the best in the business and|cent Peacock Bar, 

its routine has speed, class and | into a Colonial patio, w 
change of pace for sock results. | with the quaffing crowd se 
Lads open with an ensemble preci-| hither away from orche 
sion bit and build with some flash 
solo turns, each member of the | refurbished 
quartet doing standout specialty| yma Sumac 


terping. It’s a begoff turn. 
Eric & Van, disk-pantomimes, 


hit nicely in the comedy depart-| phyjlis 
| ment (New Acts). The Cabots, two | st, Ponn, 


boys and a girl, handle the ballet 
assignments in the production num- 
bers handsomely. Cabots are 
regulars here. Two production 
numbers spotlight the lookers in 
the line in well-accoutred routines, 
especially the African tribal num- 
ber. Arthur Johnson does the pro- 
duction vocals competently. 
Walter Nye orch cuts the show 
in positive fashion, also alternating 
on the bandstand with the rhumba- 
accented Pupi Campo crew for the 
customer dansapation. Herm, 


Mount Royal, Meont’l 
Montreal, Aug. 2. 
Myrus, Max Chamitov Orch 
with Norma Hutton, Bill Moody 
Trio; $1.50 minimum. 





Following a_ two-week break 


without entertainment, the Nor- 


mandie Room of the Mount Royal 
brings in Myrus and his mental 


telepathy to mystify and please 


the payees. 

Working a 25-minute stint, My- 
rus confounds all with his q. and 
a. session and maintains complete 


attention at all times despite a 


ship. Building up act, he distrib- 


|utes cards throughout the room; 


asks the patrons to write a ques- 
tion on each card and sign their 
initials. The cards are collected, 
put in a plastic container in full 


view of everyone and then Myrus 


disappears for 15 minutes to es- 
tablish a “mood” for his mental 
moments. 

Coming back on the floor after 
an interlude of sharp pianoisms 
by Max Chamitov and vocalizing 
by Norma Hutton, Myrus picks 
out various folded cards, reads 
only the initial at the bottom, 
tears up the card and then pro- 
ceeds to answer the question and 
fill in with sundry remarks rela- 


tive to the question. 


If there is an angle to his work, 
then the gimmick is well con- 
cealed. The emphasis is entirely 


a regular on the Hilton circuit) on thought transmission and his 
from her appearance here. Vibrant | accuracy and quiet manner carry 


act with authority. He garners big 


reception as something different 


and novel in cafe biz. 


Femcee is Norma Hutton, who 


also sparks the Chamitov band 


during dance moments with the 
Bill Moody Trio taking the relief 


sides. Newt. 
TS 
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Grant’s Riviera 


RESTAURANT AND BAR 
158 W. 44 St., New York LU 2-4488 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 
* TALENT CONTEST * 

MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize: Professional Engagement 
Duplicate Prizes Awarded tn the Case ef Ties 








WHEN IN BOSTON 
It's the 


HOTEL AVERY 


Avery & Washington Sts. 
The Home of Show Folk 














nd acous. 
the adja. 
transformed 
ill find favor 
eking to 
Stral din. 
The show which bowed into the 
premises consisting of 
and Moises Vivaneg 
plus Herman Brana and David Ri- 
viera at the drums and flute and 
; backed by Benny 
Strong’s orch fits the festivities 
like a glove. Everybody came to 
have a good time and everybody 
did, even when they weren't listen. 
ing. It was a big night with music 
ballet, architecture and _libation 
combining to send everyone ‘home 
two inches off the ground. 


Miss Sumac comes on with a 
straight Inca hair-do and a sun- 
burst-bodice off the shoulder white 
gown that set her off to good effect 

(Continued on page 47) 
ey 


FOSTER AGENCY, LONDON, 


e presents 

















Now Appearing 
CASINO BLANKENBERGE 


Belgium 
casual voice and little showman-| American Rep. WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


TAVEL-MAROUANI AGENCY, PARIS 
j | 














COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


ecasows FUN-MASTER 


THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service of the Stars) 


5 1s $25 
First 13 Files $7.00. All 35 issues $25.00 


Singly: $1.05 Each IN SEQUENCE Only 
(Beginning with No. 1—No Skipping) 


@ 3 Bks. PARODIES per book siée 
Pet ee F 
a » @8. bk. 

HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 


(reissue), $3.00 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $300. Worth over a thousand 
NO C.O.D.'S 


BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54 St., New York 19 Dept. ¥ 
¥ Circle 7-1130 


JAY MARSHALL 


has returned to 

Las Vegas to visit 

his money. 
Currently 3rd Week 


Hotel 
Thunderbird 
Thanks to HAL BRAUDIS 
Management 


MARK LEDDY 
a 
owe 
BOB McCOMBS 
ORGANIST 
Currently 


SURF CLUB 
Virginia Beach, Va. 





























ed 











———— ‘ 

e "BEST COMEDY BITS. 1 
if Out Now! 5 Acts of Comedy for 
a | TV, Vodvil and Night Club Entertainers 


| Containing Monologues, Sketches °” | 
| Pantomimicry. Price Five Dollars. 


Toa. Guy visk WRITING ENTERPRISES | 
| 12 Liberty Street Troy, N. 


* (The Mirthplace of Show Biz) - 











INDIVIDUAL GOWNS 
Designed and created for artists of 
the stage. Complete wardrobe, in- 
cluding street clothes made to order by 
MR. JEAN 
Suite 901-2, 32 N. State St., Chicage 
Phone Financial 6-0467 











JACK DENTON 


WORLD'S GREATEST COMEDIAN 





A t @ Friend) 
(Compliments of @ —_ 
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VARIETY 





—_ ee 





Numerals In connection wit 


tter in parenthes 
i Loew: (M) Mossi 





WEEK OF AUGUST 6 


VARIETY BILLS 


h bills below indicate opening dey of show 
er full or split week ae 
es indicates circuit. (FM) Fanchon Marco; (1) independent) 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; ‘S) Stoll; (T) Tivoli; «wo Werner 

(WR) Walter Reade 











New York City 
music Hall m7 
Roger King Mozian 
Moscelyn Larkin 
Roger Calder : 
Patricia Rayney 
Bob Williams 
Chick Chester 
William Mauo 
yckettes 
om de Ballet 
Ore 
oy palace (R) 8 
Joan Brandon 
Magid Triplets 
Brockways 
Ross & Ross 
Frank Marlowe 
Church & Hale 
Cles Dwellers 
Apus & Estrellita 
*~ paramount (P) 
Elliot Lawrence ore 
Don Corne 
Mickey Deems 
vans 
eee Richards 
Roxy (t) § 
Tony Bennett 
Phil Foster 
Roxyettes 
Spitainy 
arnold Shoda 


Singers 


| 





Ann Nichols 
Gerry Mahoney 
Blades & Belles 
AUSTIN (Minn) 
Paramount (P) 
8 Only 
Asylum of 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 8 
Les Paul & Mary 
Ford : 
Frank Fontaine 
Duke Art Jr 
Gaynor & Ross 
FAIRMONT (Minn) 
Lake (P) 13 Only 
Asylum 
LA CROSSE 
Hollywood (P) 
7 Only 


Horrors | 


of Horrors 
(Wise) 





iM&M 


D & J O’Gorman 
Wally Peterson 
Cynthia & Gladys 
Les Dounos 
Mills 
GRIMSBY 
Palace (1) 4 
Frank O’Brien 
Jack Mayer 
Les Trois 
D’Artognans 
Peggy Stone 
Gordon Night 
| Rickey Howard 
Irene Bruce 
Harry Humphreys 
Len Hargraves 
LEEDS 
Empire (M) 4 
Cottrell Bros & 
Margerita 


Asylum of Horrors | nitwits 


MANCODA 
Grand (P) 


(Minn) | 
12 Only 


Asylum of Horrors | 


ROCHESTER 
yee ot 
sylum 
AS ASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 7 
Betty Clooney 
Vince De Campe 
Ken Whitmer 


Manuel Del Toro } Rimacs 
AUSTRALIA 
LAIDE Lowe & Ladd 
ore (T) 4 Guy Nelson 


Jimmy Hanley 
Babs Mackinnon 
Rosemary Miller 
June Lansell 
Valerie Keast 
Robert Levis 
MELBOURNE 


Tivoll (T) 4 

Tommy Trinder 

4 Botonds 

Halama & Konarski 

Prof Olgo 

Carl Ames 

Royston MacGregor 

Harry Moreny 

Tony Lamond 

Peter 

4 Singing Girls 

2 Show Girls 

4 Dancing Boys 

12 Adorables 
SYDNEY 
Tivell (T) 4 

Mara & Maurice 


3 Daresco Guus Brox & Myrna 
BRITAIN 

ASTON Beryl Reid 
Hippedrome (1) Hedley Ward 3 
Ossie Morris P & P Page 
Rita Page Cawalinis Dogs 
Maurice Keary Jean Paul 
Vie Silver S Fisher Girls 
Rhoda Diane BRIXTON 
Don Stevens 


Dancing Kingettes 
Burgess Bros 
BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 4 
Geo Mitchell Choir 
Jimmy Clitheroe 
Arthur White 
Vadio & Hertz 
Sonny Burke 
Rexanos 
Jon Joyce Dancers 


BLACKPOOL 
Opera House (I) 4 
Lester Ferguson 
Terry-Thomas 

mprini 

andy Bros 
Harry Bailey 
Pamela Kay 
Corps de Ballet 
Regency 8 
Albert Marland 
Magyar Dancers 
20 Tiller Girls 
Roof Top Lovelies 

Palace (|) 4 
Josef Locke 
Les Trois Poupee 
George Betton 
Jackie Co 
Hackford & Doyle 
3 Franks 
Frank Marx & Iris 
Walter Niblo 
Tower Circus (1) 4 
C Cairoli & Paul 
Knie’s Lions & 
Tigers 
Rose Gold 3 
Chezzi Bros 
Knie’s Horses & 
Zebras 
Regge Sis? 
osca de Lao 
Knie’s Lippizanas 
Jackie Lupescu 
Oliveras 
Knie’s Animal 
Carousel 
Juncan’s Collies 
Crocker’s Bears 
Knie’s Baby Ele- 
Phants 
Little Jimmy 
Jimmy Scott 


Annette’s Circusette | 


Winter Gardens 
4 
Frasers Harmonica 


Freddie Sal 
“de Sales 
Salles Puppets 
Bae & Tamara 
silly McCormack 
athleen Gray 
oreen Hinton 
2 Beau Belles 
onnie Ronalde 
ippOSCOMBE 
Podrome (1) 4 
Billy Whittaker 
Mimi Law 
BRADFORD 
Alhamhbra (mM) 4 
rankie Howerd 
Ci rcia Ow, t 
aud William 
Lee Youngs ‘ : 


seas anton 
r€ldray 

Les Richards 
BRISTOL 
™Mpire (1) 

Tom Moss nilid 

Shenton Harris 

Al Shaw 

Beit, Slade 


4 . Vere Lov lies 
1 ter Goons 
waa Maids 

'‘p 
Max rome $)> 4 
Dee james 








Renita Kramer 
Bouna 


Overbury & Suzette 


Sonya Corbeau 

12 Show Girls 

10 Nudes 

6 Boy Dancers & 

Singers 
12 Ballet 
NEW ZEALAND 

Christchurch 
Tiveli (i) 4 

Armand Perren 

Fayes 3 

Pat Gregory 

Gerd Bjornstad 

Chribi 

Marika Saary 

Phillip Tappin 

Wim De Jong 

Jacques Cartaux 

Jimmy Elder 

Joe Whitehouse 

Cissy Trenholm 

Terry Scanlon 


Empress (i) 4 
Jack Anton 


David Nairn & Mrs 


Balmoral 4 


ea 
(P) 9 Onty, = 
of Horrors Banner 


| Teddy Johnson 


Pepinos Circus 

G & A Doonan 
Freddie Harris Co 
Forbutt 
Richard Sis 

1 LEICESTER 
Palace (S$) 4 


Susan Scott 


| 
} 
| Johnnie Lockwood 
j 


Maureen Comfort 
Terry Brent 
Anton Petrof 
Blakeman 3 
Al Gillyon 
Crochet 
Stevano 
LINCOLN 
Royal (i) 4 
Cecil Sheridan 
Noel Talbot 
Toy Brennan 
Stephen Black 
Joe O’Reilly & 
Tommy 
Evelyn Henry 
May Moxons 
Shamrocks 
2 M’s 
Gass & Keegan 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M) 4 
Billy Cotton Bd 
Arthur’ Dowler 
Krista & Kristel 
Olympiad 3 
Roger Carne 


& Anne 
Nixon & Dixon 
Hamilton Twins 

LONDON 

Palladium (M) 4 
Dolores Gray 
Winifred Atwell 
Deep River Boys . 
Nanci Crompton 
Hall Norman & 

Ladd 
Al Burnett 
Carsony Bros 
Leslie Randall 
Allen Bros & 





3 Mihailovitch Bros | 


Jill) Jayes 
Pauline Terrie 
Syd Raymond 
CHELSEA 
Palace (i) 4 
Western Bros 
Stanelli 
Leslie Sarony 
Delya 
Hengler Bros 
Ken Wilson 
De Vere Girls 


CHISWICK 

Empire (S) 4 
4 Graham Bros 
David Keller 
Irene Dickson 
Peggy French 
Bertie Sellers 
Tommy Graye 
Joan Keen 
Babs Douglas 
Syd Jeffery 
Crisetta Girls 

COVENTRY 
Hippodrome (i) 4 
Sugar Chile 

Robinson 

S & P Kaye 


| Wilson Keppel & 
y 


Bett 
Virginians 
Frances Duncan 
Bobby Dennis 
Harvards 
Merle & Marie 
Len Young 

DERBY 

Hippodrome (S$) 4 
Billy Thorburn 
Amazing Briton 
Eddy Bayes 
Bebe & Belle 

EAST HAM 

Granada (i) 4 
Les Marchisio 
Peggys Pony 

Parade 
Shek Ben Ali 
Marsden & Ray 
Al Shaw 
3 Robertis 
Metropolitan (i) 4 
Barry Lupino 
Norah Crawford 
James Keith 
Shirley Cameron 
Patricia Hornsby 


Suzanna Bandlerova 


Rogina Manclark 
Palace (1) 4 
Bartlett & Ross 
Jones & Foss 
Kenne Lucas 
Barry O’Brien 
Les Mergan 
Symmetricals 
EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) 4 


| Godfery & Kirby 


Jane Morgan 


|A & B Black 


| 
| 


Jack Radcliffe 

Los Grecos 

Chow Ding 

R & M Lamar 

FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 4 

Alan Clive 


| Elton Hayes 


| 
| 


Nat Gonella Bd 
Les Darileys 
Max Bacon 
Niberco Bros 
Clifford Guest 
Charles Ancaster 
4 Jays & June 
GLASGOW 
Empire (Mm) 4 
Joy Nichols 
Anton Karas 
“Archie ‘Rubbing 





Palladium Tiller 
Girls 
Skyrockets Ore 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (S) 4 
Tessie O’Shea 
Arthur Lake 
Morris & Cowley 
Leslie Welch 
Hans Bela & Mary 
Joe Church 
Muldoon 3 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 4 
Reg Varney 
Peter Dulay 
El Granadast & 
Peter 
Agnette & Silvio 
Earl & Oscar 
Ballet Montmartre 
NORTHAMPTON 
New (1) 4 
Ken Morris 
Len Marten 
Gordon & Colville 
Cassandras 
Downey & Dave 
De Vere Dancers 
Joan Savage 


sirds 


Nenette Mongadors 


June 


| Jackie 


NORWICH 
Hippodrome (1) 4 
Alyce Dey 
Todd 


| Haynes & Gardiner 


Meltones 
B& B 
Audrey 


Adams 
Mann 


| Dave Starr 
| Vocalaires 


| Funfair 


Adorables 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 4 

Gypsy Rose Lee 

Morecambe & 

Scott & Sanders 

3 Saytons 

Paula Coutts 


| 2 Angelos 


' 


| SHEPHERDS BUSH 





i 
} 


| 


| 


} 
| 


| 
| 


| 


| 


Condons 
Rex & Bessie 


Empire (S) 4 
Ralph Reader 
Fred Stone 
Clifford Henry 
Rex Jameson 
Dennis Bros 
Kirby & Hayes 
Richard Gilbert 
Roger Avon 
Bryan Bradley 
Anthony Gill 
David Main 

SOUTHAMPTON 

Grand (i) 4 
B Rhodes & C Lane 
Guy Euridge 
Marche & Braun 


Caroline & Richards 


Sharron Sisters 
Denys Hackett 
Los Rumbaleros 


SUNDERLAND 
Empire (M) 4 
Fred Lovelle 
Monte Rey 
Will Carr Co 
Gladys Morgan 
Mooney & King 
Vie Wise 
Linda & Lana 
Yolandas 
Curzon 3 
SWANSEA 
Empire (mM) 4 
Donald Peers 
MacDonald & 
Graham 
Lionel King 
Walthon & 
Lorriane 
Richman & Jackson 
Nat Hope 
P Spanglers 
Les Spanglers 
Reggie Radcliffe 
Cyclo Bros 
WINDSOR 
Empire (i) 4 
Joe Black 
Miriam Pearse 
M & S Davies 
Eddie Hart 
Nelville Williams 
Bebe Norma 
Dorothy Brandon 
TV Lovlies 
WOLVER- 
HAMPTON 
Grand (i) 4 
Cyril Dowler 
Rhoda Rogers 
Billy Hancox 
Noble & Denester 
WOOD GREEN 
Empire (S) 4 
Davy Kaye 
Hazel Wilson 
Ken Doevilles 
Baldwin & Castle 
Reg Darnley 
Caruna & Dodo 
Noreen Barker 
Derek Dixon 
Yvonne Duprez 
Harry Mullins 
YORK 


Empire (l) 4 
Dennis Lawes 
Tony Vaughn & Pat 
Billy O’Sullivan 
Shiela Daly 
George Esco 


Wise 








Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Birdiana 
Count Basie Ore 

Bive Angeli 
Eartha Kitt 
Josh White 
Portia Nelson 
Orson Bean 

Bon Solr 
Mae Barnes 
Hamish Menzeis 
Jimmy Daniels 
3 Flames 
Norene Tate 
Garland Wilson 

Copacabane 
Al Bernie 
Sonny Howard 
Peter Hanley 
Bali Bali 
The Carneys 
Lauri Layton 
M Durso wore 

El Chico 
Rosita Rios 
Ruth Vera 
Ramonita y Leon 
Los Xey 





Enrique Vizeano O.| 


Eduardo Roy 
Embers 


| Barbara Carroll 3 


French Casino 
Ginette Wander 
Harry Seguela 
Jane Laste 
Laura Tunisi 
Dominique 
Dassie Bros 
Buddy Clayton 
Gordon Hamilton 


| Vincent Travers 


Havana-Madrid 
Rene Touzet 
Lupino & Urbino 
Jose Curbelo Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
Jules Lande Ore 

Hotel Astor 
Carmen Cavallaro 
Hotel Biltmore 


' Michael Kent Ore 


| 


Hotel Edison 
Henry 
Motel New Yorker 


Roymayne & Brent 
Elimar 
Jack Raffloer 
Joan Walden 
Adrian Rollini rio 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Lenny Herman Orc 
Hotel St. Regis 
Milt Shaw Orc 
Horace Diaz Ore 
Village Barn 
Pegery Norman 
Teddi King 
Bourbon & Baine 
zeb Carver Ore 
Pete Rubino 
Village Vanguard 
Robert Clary 
Sylvia Syms 


| Harry Betafonte 


Clarence Wiliams 
Waldorf-Astoria 


Jackie Phillips 
Larry Marvin 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Orc 
Park Sheraton 
Irving Fields 
Two Guitars 
Arena Rane 


Mischa Usdanoff 
Michel Michon 
Kostya Poliansky 
Versailles 
Bernice Parks 
Emile Petti Ore 
Panchito Ore 


Wivel 
Elena & Anatole Sal Noble 
|; Eli Spivak Bob Lee 


| 


| 


M1AMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Allison Hotel 
Beachcombers (4) 
Julio & Mae 


; Connie Del Monte 
Ernie Bell Ore 
| San Marino Hotel 


Casablanca Hotel Mae Pepper 
| Bestica Serrano The Jesters 
Sammy Walsh { Gaiety Club 
Milt Roberts Ore Len E. Ross 
Clover Club Olga Barrett 
Jackie Miles Lori Iris 
Nov-Elites (3) Georgia Peech 
Norma Parke: Che-Che 
} Ed May Lynn Clayton 
‘or ,opez Ore Gaiety Girls 
rony Lope C Geet a aan 


Diamond Horseshoe 
Collazito Or 
Sonia 


Bob Morris Ore 
Johnina Hotel 


scene thie The Palmers 
Larry Girard | Jock Murphy 
Delmonice Tony Matas 


Jack Almeda ; Randum 
Crayton & Lopez Leon & Eddie’s 
Carlos & Melisa Orc | Babe Baker Revue 


} iurray Swanson 
ae. tag Eddie Guertip 
Latin-American Rev es os — 
| Lao & Minerva | Jackie King 

Five O'Clock } Chuckie Fontaine 
Martha Rive | Larry Seldin Ders 
Kirby Stone Quintet | 547s foucl Hote: 
Ben Yost 5 Lenny Ken 


| 


Chris Columbo 

Eddie Sryder 

Sacas’s Ore 

| Ann Herman Ders 
Saxony Hotei 

Jeff Davis 


Petrillo & Mitchell 
Len Dawson Orc 
Frolic Club 
Senorita Herraro 
Kathie McCoy 


| 

| ae | lla Val Olman Ore 
| ‘ i fano & Dee 
| a aauer Ore tules DeSalvo Ore 
| julio & M +d rhe Saxonettes 
a mee ecata h ae 
a ana Yates _- | Michael Selker Ore 
Rose & Paul | Shoremede 

Vincents | Preacher Rollo 5 

Monte Carico | Tony Pastor's 

Day & Alva | Neil Stone Revue 
Arne Barnett 3 | Billie Lee 

Mother Kelly's Chi-Chi Lav erne 
Joe Di Lalla | Kitty O'Kelly 








| Roberta & Alicia 


Chavales de Espana | 


Trini Reyes 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Royal Ashtons 
Danielle amar 
Steeplechase 
Willie Shore 
Marilyn Ross 
Collette Fleuriot 
Marilyn Hightower 
Andre Philippe 
Art Waner Orc 
Riviera 
John Carroll 
Merry Mutes 
Amin Bros 
W Nvye Ore 
Campo Ore 
Leon & Eddie's 


| Eddie Davis 


| Rena 


Waye 
Fokty 

Jack Byron 

Oliver Ders 

No. 1 Fifth Ave 
Paula Stewart 

Bob Downey 
Harold Fonville 


Wendy 


Jerome Orc ! Hazel Webster 


Old Roumantan 


Bernie “Cummings 0 “Sadie Banks™ * 





| banks as in 


| 


Rene Hall Trio } Jamie Lynn. 
Gladys Cooper | Coasters Winters 
Nautilus Hotel Kenny Lynn 

Henny Youngman Vagabonds Club 





The Bradys (2) Vagabonds (4) 
Freddy Calo Ore Maria Neglia 
Rendezvous Phil Brito 
Bobby Lucas | Geo Horton 
The Musicats {Frank Linale Ore 
Paddock Ciub | River Boat Trio 
Iris Adrian Harbor Club 
Flash Lane | Joe Mooney 
Rozanne | Charlie Page 
Chez Paree Terry Taylor 
Martin & Lewis | George Ya 
{itty Kallen George Za 
ae Bros (2) | Boulevar-dears (6) 
Barr and Estes Frankie Masters O 
Dick Stabile | Edgewater Beach 
Johnny Martin | Ralph Flanagan ore 
Werner Twins | Harry a 
Chez Adorables Kathy Sweene) i 
Brian Farnon Ore Chordial Aires (5 
Conrad Hilton Hot’! | Trixie 


(One to fill 


Adele Inge | Hild Dancers (0) 


Eric Waite 


i x House 
Diana Grafton Paimer as 
Charles & Lucille — — and 

ya h o : 
Dennis & Darlene {Noonan & Mat shall 


| Estelle Loring 


illi yers 
Lillian Bye George Prentice 


Yvonne Broder 


Philip Fraser Eddie O’Neal ore 
Hotel 
mbassador Hote: |_ Biltmore 
Freddy Martin Ore | Penny Singleton . 
Stuart Wade | Walton & O'Rourke 
Murray Arnold Les Bassi Trio 
The Martin Men Cafe Gala 


| 

Rita & Alan Farrel) | Henke Trio 
Bar of Music | Toe Arnold 
Doodles & Spider | Lon Satan 

Nancy Andrews Sheffey & Anderson 
Felix Decola — Cire’s 
Benno Rubiny!, ore | Rosemarie 

wee ps Gandben | Condos & Brandow 


: | Dick Stabile Ore 
Lees J +n a | Bobby Ramos Ore 
Ren Lessy j Mocambo 
Pepper Sis (3) ' Billy Daniel 
Bob Durwood | Peggy King 


Bill Howe Eddie Oliver 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


Flamingo El Rancho Vegas 
Spike Jones Rev Billy Daniels 
Desert Inn Belmonts 
Diosa Costello Bill Skipper 
Don Reynolds Joy Walker , 
Lolo & Lita El Rancho Girls 


Ted Fio Rito orch 


Anthony, Allyn & Silver Slipper 


Hodges > ; tae 
Carlton Hayes Ore + a nh ha n4 eve 
El Cortez Hank Henry 
Showtimers Roberto 





Isabelle Dawn 
Jimmy Cavanaugh 
Delly Dee Line 
George Redman 


Helen Boice 
Alice Hall 4 
Instrumentalists 


Last Frontier 


: hunderbird 

Herb Shriner ; Thu 
Yost’s Royal Wills Bros 

Guards Jay Marshall 
Bieber Dancers | Peiro Bros 
Jerry Wallace | Donna Phillips 
Jimmy Sisco | Johnny O’Brien 
Jean Devlyn Girls | K Duffy Dansations 


Normandie Boys 


Bobby Ramos Ore LAl j= aa 


Don Baker 








Palm Springs 


| 
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cal, national and Hollywood—but 
or very little of it, finds its way 
into the American press. 

If vou don't own a few oil wells 
in Calgary ‘ior Alberta Province) 
you're worse than a Hollywoodian 
minus a swimming pool. They have 
the world’s largest reserves right 
here and I've never seen so many 
this town. Almost as 
common as a Fox-West Coast The- 
atre in California. There are over 
350 oil companies in this town. 

Good radio programs here. 
American records featured, of 
course. but lots of live shows too. 

In Victoria, B.C.. as well as in 
Bauff, Lake Louise and Jasper we 
saw the folowing 

Pantatorium—clothes pressing. 

Meatatorium—butcher 

Groceteria—market. 

George 


Brown. 


Night Clu 


Mark Hopkins, S.F. 
in the cleverly handled rainbow 
light effects. Her opener, in the 
Inca language, which not even 


displayed her wide vocal range 
from deep contralto to falsetto. 
This scores heavily, especially with 
the concerto group whieh had come 
io be amazed and was amazed that 
iit was. Miss Sumac shows a keen 


preciation of the art of aloofness 
and pacing to make her impact 

“Huayno,” the national dance of 
several Latin-American countries 
her second item, proves a gay step- 
off to her “Tumpa,” a seance which 
has an earthquake as its motif—a 
disturbing facet in this quake-con- 
scious town. “‘Kariboo,” in which 
voice is by Sumac and Peruvian 
flute and bongos by Brana and Ri- 
viera, tempos got the better of the 
tune, but scored for a strong hand 
at show caught. 

“Birds,” Miss Sumac’s newest 
recording, shows the thrush throw- 
ing off notes that no musical in- 
strument has been able to register. 
In this item she is aided by 
vanco to achieve a close harmony 
of music and voice for considerable 
impact. Her éncore, “Virgin of the 
Sun God,” in which she also works 
with Vivanco, is a clicky 
which leaves the customers satis- 
fied if not illuminated. 

There were arguments whether 
the Sumac art is not a job of su- 
perlative arrangements and adap- 
tions by her brilliant husband-mu- 
sician, Vivanco, who has combed 
and combined the Latin-Americo, 
Peruvian, voodoo, Gregorian and 
even Brooklynese, to achieve an 
effect. But there is no questioning 
that the gal has plenty to sell in 
Class and style and that she does 
it with telling effect in the best 
traditions of show biz. 

Phyllis Ponn is a young, refresh- 
ing balletist who delivers solidly 
with two toe items. 
happy pair of gams and decorates 
the floor to good effecg. Hers is a 
refreshing appeal which sits well 
with all ages and particularly fits 
in the salon type of nightery. The 
gal can dance too. 

Music by Benny Strong is ex- 
eellent and plays an important part 
}in the dramatizing and background- 
| ing th. Sumac troupe. It’s likewise 
tos for terping. Ted. 


El Cortez, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, July 31. 

Helen Boice, Showtimers 
Pete Matz, Alice Hall Quartet; no 


cover or- minimum. 





Popularity of this downtown ho- 
tel is on the upswing, with enter- 
tainment policy gradually taking 
form to lure the medium-walleted. 
Since its reopening under new 
management over six weeks ago, 
a definite word-of-mouth campaign 
has resulted in placing this nitery 
on rounders’ lists. All this is quite 
a fait accompli considering the 
fact that the glittering resort ho- 
tels out on the Strip four miles 
away have costly and high-bracket 
names to ensnare the revelers. 

Current stanza has the flippant 
Helen Boice as topliners, and a new 


threesome, the Showtimers, to 
beckon spenders into El Cortez 
portals. Miss Boice is a rather 


large-framed comedienne who chat- 
ters a mile-a-minute with spicy 
gags and ditties. Her song vig- 
nettes are on the suggestive side, 
but are flung off without causing 
embarrassment. High sense of 
humor, coupled with incessant 
pounding, both vocal and pianistic 
‘she almost overflows the tiny 
spmet), puts supper clubbers in 
a good mood. Has to beg off. 
Showtimers bring a touch of 
musicomedy routining into this 
room. Two guys, Loren Welch 
and John Perri, work in hyper- 
|animated fashion with femme, Do- 
| fat’ Bouche. Variegated 





single warbling. 

John Perri and 
Miss Bouche as camera _ shutter- 
bugs clicking at tablers is fast 
and effective. Segue rapidly into 
a moody “Three Lovers Search- 
ing for Love,’ somewhat rarified in 
treatment for this spot. “Weekend 


three-way and 
Entrance with 


in the Country” loses Runch be- 
cause of orchestra lack. “Cireus” 
is a standout to wind up their 


fling Material was scripted by 
Jeff Barclay, cieffed by Arthur Sie- 
gel, and choreos are by Roland 
Dupree. It’s all smart stuff. Pete 
Matz brings knowing touch with his 
nimble 88ing. 

Alice Hall leads off 
squeezebox pumping, abetted by 
her foursome in rapid tempo to 
arouse tablers into good 


with some 


salvos. 
Quartet’s dansapation sets always 
bring plenty of shufflers to the 
stage which doubles for dancing. 

}- - eevee Wills 


Continued from page 46 


maitre d’ Paul Ferrier understood, | 


sense of show values and a full ap- | 


Vi- | 


closer | 


She has a} 


(3), | 


mate-| 
rial includes terping as well as_ 





b Reviews 


|Last Frontier, Las Vegas 
| Las Vegas, July 30. 
| Margaret Whiting with “Lou 
| Busch; Wiere Bros. (3) with Mil- 
dred Seymour; Jerry Wallace, Jim- 
my Sisco, Dolores Frazzini, Jean 
Devlyn Line (12), Leo Dukehorn, 
Bobby Ramos Orch (10); no cover 
or minimum. 





Margareth Whiting’s initial song 
soiree in the Ramona Room last 
year brought okay biz, but current 
eycle will account for bullish on- 
Slaughts on the ropes. 

Chantoosie’s style is natural and 
easy, with tunes and light conver- 
sation flowing audienceward in 
atmosphere ot warmth. She has a 
keen flair for comedy as evinced 
in her quips, and this factor may 
prove valuable in future nitery 
rounds, She can knock off special 
material like a breeze, although 
her present setup is based on a 
more standard repertoire. ; 

From “Great Day 
Manana,” the thrush steps into a 
pop fave, “Here in My Heart,” 
creating upper-decibel sounds in 
| Keeping with present trend. Med- 
| ley of Capitol disk hits blends into 


Coming 


| “Getting to Know You,” woven 
| with soft-shoe terps for neat ef- 
| fect. Collection of Richard Whit- 


ing’s w.k. melodies receives peak 
encomiums from tablers, capped 
by tribute to their interest in “Too 


Marvelous for Words.” At show 
;caught, thrush’s husband, Lou 
| Busch, maestroed the Bobby 


Ramos orch for consistent and flu- 
ent backing. Leo Dukehorn aided 
materially with his 88 accomps. 

Wiere Bros. make off with mid- 
way sesh of mad antics, including 
| their terp nonsense and costumed 
hilarity in “Charleston,” jitterbug 
and folk dance. Mildred Seymour, 
threesome’s accomper and foil, has 
her moments in the spot by rippling 
a smooth Debussy, “Reflets dans 
l'eau.” Trio displays legmania in 
exit display of “Tea for Two” 
hoofing for big mitts. 

Jerry Wallace has prime spot 
with impressions, including John- 
nie Ray’s “Walkin’ My Baby Back 
Home,” self-accomping on guitar 
with a Tex Ritter plaint, and 
culminating in a Frankie Laine 
gesticulation. Wallace’s interpre- 
{tations are on the button, but he 
| should begin slicing in some of his 
}own warblings. His pipes are 
okay. He w rks elsewhere in the 
show as emcee, guiding everything 
adeptly. 

Jean Deviyn line has been aug- 
| mented by several Glassy chicks 
with comphy chassis, presenting a 
dazzling come-on for male orbs. 
Working in the varfous routines is 
youthful Jimmy Sisco, on loan 
from Nellis Air Force Base near 
Vegas. The lad exhibits a way with 
moderne terps during curtain- 
upper, “Twilight in Turkey,” but 
isn’t given a break in “Our Waltz,” 
pairing with Dolores Frazzini. He's 
not for the waltz, but for animated 
rounds. Bobby Ramos brings in his 
assemblage of musicians these 
frames and followup fortnight. Al- 
though specializing in Latin wares, 
orch cuts an okay show, and mixes 
up tunes during show interims to 
lure floorfuls of terpatrons. te 

Vill. 








So 


Mich. State Fair ! 


Continued from page 45 


events. Opening on Sept. 5 and 
| continuing through the 7th will be 
|Guy Lombardo and his own show: 
| Don Cornell, Georgia Gibbs, and 
|the Harmonicats in for a repeat 
performance, 

Ridler says his “modern-day pres- 
entation of a concert” means that 
the vocalists and instrumentalists 
will give continuous performances 
from 3 p. m. until midnight in the 
| Coliseum. 

it’s reported that Ridler’s enter- 
tainment budget this year is only 
$35,000. compared to $60,000 last 
year. Last year, a strike the first 
day of the fair and picketing for 
the next three days contributed to 
the sharp drop in attendance at 
Coliseum shows. : 

Hope grossed only $11.910 in 
three shows and was paid $20.000 
compared to a 1949 gross of $36,000 





























and a salary of $21.500. Marilyn 
Maxwell drew $16,425 in tour days 
last year and was paid $5,000. The 


1951 headliners 


four days and 


Ink Spots, also 
{grossed $8.700 in 
were paid $6,000. 
The total Coliseum take in 1951] 
was $37,045, compared to $62,965 
Py ee 
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RKO, Boston the seatholders with him via his Palace, N. Y. compentanent, of clowning by its NR, 


Jackie Gleason with Art Carney, 
Ginger Jones, Stan Ross, Zamah 
Cunningham; Joe Bushkin Quartet, 
DeMarco Sisters (5), Elaine Dunn, 
Larry Flint Orch; “Duel at Silver 
Creek” (U). 





Judging from the enthusiastic re- 
action of opening-day audience, the 
one-week relighting of the stage for 
the Jackie Gleason package (the 
house has been on a straight pic 
policy since September) should pay 
off. Comic, who refrains from mon- 


opolizing the spotlight although it 
would probably be okay with the 
customers if he did, has surrounded 





himself with topnotch supporting 
cast with entire stanza smooth, 
fast and entertaining, te click 
throughout. 

Gleason kicks off proceedings 
with a bit of zany chatter with the 
outlandish. appearing Stan Ross, a 
TV cohort, which sets pace for 
balance of lineup. However, it’s the 
familiar skits the payees want, with 
mere introing of the “Honeymoon- 
ers” and Reggie Van Gleason bits 
provoking neat mitt action. Skits 
are typical TV fodder showcasing 





the frustrations of the blustering 
bus driver and his wife preparirfg 
to attend a formal ball only to 
learn they're a night late, and the | 
ludicrous, spoiled playboy, Reggie, | 
working as a ‘salesman of women’s | 
shoes. Comic gets solid support) 
from Art Carney, Ginger Jones, 
who replaced the ailing Pert Kel-| 
ton, and Zamah Cunningham, each 
of whom are on the receiving end | 


of Gleason’s verbal insults, squirt- 
ing se!tzer bottles and powder bar-| 
rages. It’s slapstick, but the stub-| 
holders love it. 


As for the surrounding acts, they 
each score handily. The Five De- 
marcos, last here about two years 
ago, sound better than ever, add- 
ing plenty of action to their vocal 
harmonizing. Gals dish out “Take 
Me Out to Ball Game,” a cute ar- 
rangement of “Pretty Baby,” and 
hokey finale, “Little Gal from 
Little Rock.” Youthful Elaine Dunn 
cavorts through several fast slick 
tap routines to tab herself as a 
comer. The Joe Bushkin Quartet, 
comprised of bassist Milt Hinton, 
drummer Jo Jones and trumpet 
man Buck Clayton, turns in a solid 
sesh of upbeat jazz. Boys give out 
with “Undecided,” “Oh Look at 
Me Now,” vocalized (and cleffed) 
by Bushkin, with windup, ‘“Cali- 
fornia, Here I Come,” affording the 
sidemen opportunity to grab spot- 
light for terrific soloing. 


House orch leader, Larry Flint, 
emerged from -semi-retirement for 
this engagement and, as _ usual, 
handles the baton in solid —. 

. ve. 


Chicago, Chi 
Chicago, Aug. 1. 
Les Paul & Mary Ford, with 
Wally Kamin and Carol Ford; 
Frank Fontaine, Duke Art & Jr., 
Gaynor & Ross, Louis Basil Orch; 
“Affair in Trinidad” (Col). 





This picture and stage combo 
should be one of the best grossers 
of the season. There’s headline fare 
with Les Paul & Mary Ford and 
the added attraction of Frank Fon- 
taine should also add a few ko- 
pecks to the till. Rest of the bill is 
good supporting fare. 

Capitol regenaing artists Paul & 
Ford, with Wally Kamin, bass play- 
er, flay out on their electire gui- 
tars with “How High the Moon,” 

d take a breather with “Mocking 

ird Hill,” which features pretty 

ary Ford vocally, Carol Ford, be- 
ind the curtains, does the voice 
opping, which has the customers 
vandering how it's done, and the 
sses a“ a heavy hand for the bal- 

d. The 20 digits continue to fly 

rough “World Is Waiting For the | 

unrise” and other tunes which 
ave kept them on top throughout 
he year. 

Pair kick around, in hillblly fash-} 

on, new twist on “There’s No 

lace Like Home” done by Kamin, 
which allows for some hoke chal- 
lenging on the rings, with the 
fit omers all pulling for the beau- | 





ful femme. With “Tiger Rag” 
ey race madly to a smash bowoff. | 
Frank Fontaine, who hasn't been | 
ere for six years, is also riding | 
ie “ot of popularity in radio and 
. Having fashioned an act to-| 
ether for some stage appearances, 
ere needs to be some reworking. | 
enial comic was working against | 
the grain in not realizing that sum-! 
mer tourists make up much of the} 
@arly audiences here and that refer- | 
ences to video happenings may not 
re ister with the folks from the | 
adio homes. Some jokes will prob- | 
@bly settle better with the night 
audiences 


There are too many of the stand-_ 

d characters in his Hollywood 

pressions. Eliminating them 
would help his other takeoffs. which 


tren’t in the common rut. He gets/a neat assist to all acts. McStay. 


 tapp King, a clever, long-limbed 


|and another bouncy blend, plus 


running carbons of the top singers 
doing “Héme on the Range” but 
falls back with a distasteful quickie 
about a stutterer and a palsy vic- 
tim. However, he gets ahead again 
with his socko impression of the 
moron winner of the Irish sweep- 
stakes, whose dopey laugh sets the 
audience itself into yocks. 

Duke Art and his wife have re- 





vived one of the standard acts 
which were common fare during | 
the heyday of vaude. Young man} 
does some fine faces with clay and 
avoids the waits with an amusing | 
line of patter at the same time. He 
depicts a woman from a baby to) 
an aged biddy, working briskly | 
throughout. Flag waver of Uncle 
Sam pulls a big mitt. 

Gaynor and Ross roller skate at 
breakneck speed on an elevated 
platform. Duo work at a furious | 
pace with femme doing some ex-| 
cellent bends and breaks while | 
male flips her from side to side. 

Louis Basil returns from his va- | 
cation and orch is in top form 
playing the show perfectly. 

Zabe. 


| 


Paramount, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Aug. 1. | 
Nat (King) Cole Trio, Bell Sis- | 


|ters (2), Paul King, Don Rice, | 
| Dick Pierce Orch (14); “I Dream | 


of Jeanie” (Rep). 


Downtown Paramount aims a| 
double-barreled blast with the) 
second in the spasmodic layouts it | 
has set up for the coming months | 
—and scores. Take should be 
plenty profitable for the package | 
which combines the talents of Nat | 
(King) Cole with those of the Bell 
Sisters, a pair of local-gals-mak- 
ing-good. 

First of the week's shows re- 
veals the need for more rehearsal, 
but it also provides a clue to the 
potential take. Cole is his usual | 
slick, song-selling self, closing the | 
show with a walloping 25 minutes, 
and the Bell Sisters, revealed to 
hometowners for the first time, 
are a rapidiy rising attraction. 
Only difficulty is the failure of 
the Dick Pierce orch to provide 
proper backing. 

Bell girls lean heavily on their 
own disclicks, much of them self- 
written, pounding over such items 
as “Bermuda” and “Hang Out the 
Stars.” Youngsters have an ap- 
peal that matches their talent and 
an easy stage presence that pays 
off. rch’s lag, for example, 
doesn’t seem to throw them off 
stride. 

Cole does his usual socko job on 
his standard wares like “Walking 
My Baby Back Home” and “Un- 
forgettable.” Easy manner and 
careful phrasing win him a begoff 
after his “Calypso Blues.” 


Rounding out the layout are 





tapper wth some good routines 
and a flair for dramatics in his 
dancing, and Don Rice, who em- 
cees and has a small comedy spot. 
Rice needs better material but he 
shows ingenuity in his choice of 
some of the w.k.’s he choses to ape, 
notably General eens 
ap. 


Casino, Torento 
Toronto, Aug. 1. 
Gloria De Haven, Marc Ballero, 
Maxie & Millie, 2 Vallors, Russ 
& Joy Sobey, Jimmie Cameron, 
Archie Stone House Orch; “Dance 
Hall” (20th). 





In preparation for subsequent 
eafe dates, Gloria De Haven is 
breaking in a more intimate song- 
style here that is packing in the 
customers to whammo returns and 
augurs well for her forthcoming 
commitments. 


In blonde poodle-cut and gor- 
few wardrobe which she eye- 
llingly fills, Miss De Haven im- 
mediately socks over in her bouncy 
“Nice Work if You Can Get It,’ a 
switch in tempo to “I’m Yours,” 
and pert delivery of “Let’s Mis- 
behave.” Songstress was over big 
on this set, when caught, but re- 
ceived greater response for her 
torchy “Here Comes the Blues” 


waltz time, of “Almost Like Being 
in Love.” With the alternating 
throb style in rich contralto and 
contrasting blues-shouting power, 
she has no difficulty in scoring a 
terrific begoff. 

Whole surrounding 65-minutes 
Stage stanza sees all acts over to big 
returns; Russ and Joy Sobey for 
neat taps and cross-stage pirou- 
ettes; Mare Ballero for his im- 
pressions of screen stars and cur- 
rent pop singers; the Two Vallors 
for the novelty acrobatics; Maxie | 
& Millie for clowning musician- | 
ship on a score of brass and wind 
instruments. 

Neatly knitting the bill is Jim-| 
mie Cameron as m.c., with Archie | 
Stone and house orch contributing 











| winner. 


Phil Lawrence & Mitzi, Betty 
Brett, Leonardo & Anita, Ben 
Yost’s Vikings (5), Joe Jackson, 
Jr., The Congaroos (4), Professor 
Backwards, Lind & Constance, Jo 
Lombardi House Orch; “Duel At 
Silver Creek” (U), reviewed in 
Variety July 16, °52. 





Current Palace midsummer fare 


Against a covered wagon back- 
ground, Ritter contributes a batch 
of pop western tunes, including 
the title song of “High Noon,” to 
boff reception. Previously, he in- 
troduces his horse, White Flash, 
to show off a few tricks. The pol- 
ished rope work by Buff Brady, 
vocalizing by Karen Green for an 
Indian fantasia, native dances by 





has pace, balance and rivets steady 
attention in the eight-act setup.) 
Majority of entries are house re-| 
peats and some of them come back | 
with improved stylings in their) 
standard turns. Customers respond 
with enthusiasm. Such w.k.’s as 
Professor Backwards (Jimmy Ed- 
mondson), Ben Yost’s Vikings and 
Joe Jackson, Jr., can’t help but 
supply a substantial lift to the pro- 
ceedings. The lesser-knowns pro- 
vide ample support. 

Bill tees off snappily via the ex- 
uberant tapology and terpantom- | 


lines of Phil Lawrence & Mitzi. | 


Graceful duo punch up the ses-| 
sion midway with a humorous par- | 
asol and strawhat nostalgic stanza | 
and wind niftily with a hotcha | 
dance. . Betty Brett fillips the} 
deuce with lively xylophonics)| 
plussed by personality and groom- | 
ing. Gal’s medleys and “Tico Tico” | 
closing are good for a fine score. 

Leonard & Anita are an out- 
standing ventro act with half a 
dozen characters handled simul- 
taneously for the topper. Latinos 
have exceptional comedy elements 
in the parade of dummies. Finish- 
up “opera” contains boffo timing 
to achieve desired effect. A real 


In fourth spot, Ben Yost’s Vik-; 
ings open with blitzkrieg tune 
tactics and hold the aud through- 
out with showtune medleys and 
military vignettes. Quintet is at- 
tired in colorful blouses and each 
member gets opportunity to show 
off his pipes. The group work is 
authoritative and deservedly sal- 
voed. 

Replete with chuckles is Junior | 
Jackson’s trampanto, followed by 
his antics with the misbehavin’ | 

| 


bike. This is an _ ultra-standard 
kind of buffoonery that is in a 
eaore by itself and worthy of any 
ill. 


The Congaroos, a Negro mixed 
quartet (two and two), fry the 
house with jitterbugging and jive, | 
broken up by individual and 
paired terps, some in the acro 
class. The bit of the two girls is 
on the weak side, but session has 
a good exit in dippy dancing by | 
the foursome. | 

In next to closing, Professor 
Backwards displays - his familiar | 
patter on a variety of subjects 
and, while some of his material is 
dated, the overall score is high. 
Closing blackboard routine with 
reverse writing and voicing of 
words is, of course, his big sup- 
plementary weapon. Lind & Con- 
stance, acro and perch turn, close 
the show creditably (see New 
Acts). 

Jo Lombardi’s pitmen continue 
to back these Palace layouts in 
expert fashion. Trau. 


Rodeo Review | 


| 
| 




















Texas 
(HARRINGAY, LONDON) 
London, July 29. 

"om Arnold and Francis S. 
Gentle presentation of a western 
spectacle in two acts. Devised and 
directed by Clem Butson. Stars Tex 
Ritter, with Buff & Ruby Brady, 
Buster Syd & His Boys, Charlie 
Shultz, Pat Paul, Jerry Portwood, 
Tex McLeod, The Don Zapatas, 
Buck Ryan, The Denvers, Cal 
McCord, Bunte's Jumping Jalopy, 
Karen Greer, The Asah Indians. 
Decor, Edward Delany; choreog- 
raphy, Betty Hobbs; costumes, 
Anthony Holland and David de 
Bethell. At Harringay Arena, Lon- 

don, July 26, ’52; $1.75 top. 


This rodeo production's timing to 
coincide with the school vacation 
period will be a determining fac- 
tor in its success. Action-loaded 
horse spec, titled “Texas,” has 
Strong appeal to the youngsters and 
will also attract the regular west- 
ern fans, particularly the Tex Rit- | 
ter following. 

_Within the limitations of the me- 
d'um, Clem Butson has done a 
smart job in fashioning a produc- | 
tion which is varied in content | 
and moves at a slick pace. There | 
are fast action sequences, spectacu- | 
lar trick riding displays, fancy ex- | 
hibitions of roping, a touch of 
clowning, and a lineup of western 
songs from the star to round off 
the show. 

_ Action highspot is the bronc-rid- | 
ing exhibition. Comedy is contrib- | 
uted mainly by Charles Shultz. a| 
casual-type clown who hits the 
laugh meter strongly with his two 
spots on the bill. Another light- 
hearted diversion is inspired by 
Bunte’s Jumping Jalopy, in which 
a tired, worn-out vehicle explodes 
and almost falls to bits to the ac- 





| himself on radio and vaude stage in 


/man-Ray Bolger platter of “Once 


the Asah Indians, and trick rid- 
ing by the Buster Syd troupe are 
among the plus elements in the 
production. Myro. 


New Acts 


GLORIA JEAN 
Songs 
15 Mins. 
Nautilus, Miami Beach 

This is Gloria Jean’s first foray 
into the cafe run and she’s far from 
ready for this tough circuit (she 
closed second night of what was 
supposed to be one-week run). 

Former film moppet is badly 
routined, with uncertain approach 
vocally. Delivery is of the “just 
out of singing school” type; stage 
deportment shows lack of direc- 
tion or training. ; : 

Lack of staging was obvious in 
opener, a medley of ‘“‘Most Unusual 
Day,” “I’m in Mood for Love” and 
“The Man I Love,” all of it too slow. 
Follows with a meaningless Mexi- 
can tune and then “Night and Day,” 
which again shows inadequate 
range. Another slow-tempo idea, 
“Call Me Darlin’,” and “Siboney”™ 
round out her offering. 

Gowning could be improved upon 
as well as coiffure. Lary. 


NICKY KIDD 
Songs 
15 Mins. 
Pavilion, Glasgow 
Nicky Kidd, who has established 











Scotland, mixes numbers old and 
new in pleasant style, purring over 
his melodies while attending to his 
own ivories. He possesses good 
pipes, has an intimate manner at 
the mike, and uses a pleasant 
choice of numbers. He’s a current 
draw in the Tommy Morgan show 
at this city’s vaude spot, appealing 
both to oldsters and the moppets. 

Okay in general situations, with 
strong potential for radio and re- 


cording. Gord. 
LIND & CONSTANCE 

Acrobatics 

7 Mins. 

Palace, N.Y. 


In their U.S. debut, this Parisian 
pair shows a good mixture of ortho- 
dox balancing tricks in the hand- 
to-hand and _ feet-to-shoulder 
groove. A. chair with footstraps on 
its seat is deployed for novel use 
in some holding stanzas. 

Team’s punch resides in a high 
shoulder perch held by the male 
and on which his graceful partner 
executes a few nifty routines in- 
cluding a slow revolve. Appropri- 
ate turn for vauders, TV and out- 
doors plus niteries with desired 
ceiling. Trau. 


DENNY DESMOND 
Comedy, Piano, Dance 
20 Mins. 
Saxony, Miami Beach 

Denny Desmond in his first cafe 
date shows marked potentials for 
the class intimeries with an act 
that is well balanced and set up 
to display versatility on the 88's, 
flair for panto-comedy and smooth 
approach on gags. Plusses this with 
short spin-taps for added impact. 

Lad came down for juve part in 
recent Martha Raye production of 
“Annie Get Your Gun” and took 
on clubdate at Nautilus Hotel. 
Scored solidly with resultant call 
back for rest of week and subse- 
quent booking into the Saxony. As 
delivered now, his stint shows need 
of tightening and strengthening in 
spots. 

Winds up on Steinway, with 
spins and tap worked in for rous- 
ing finish. Lary. 


ERIC & VAN 
Disk-Pantomime 

12 Mins. 

Riviera, Fort Lee, N. J. 

This is a clever though familiar 
pantomime turn in which Eric & 
Van do burlesque mouthings of 
vocals played offstage on disks. 
These two lads hit with their broad 
mugging and sharp caricatures for 
solid results in this New Jersey 
spot. They can fill any secondary 
comedy slot. 

Boys work over the Ethel Mer- 


Upon a Nickel” for a fast getaway 
and follow up smartly with the 
Mary Martin-Bing Crosby etching 
of “Wait ‘Til the Sun Shines, 
Nellie.” Their impression of Nel- 
son Eddy and Jeanette MacDonald 
on “Lover, Come Back to Me” is 
cutting, and they wind up with 
highspot carbons on Johnnie Ray, 
the Ink Spots and Spike Jones’ 








Venice Fete 


Continued from Page 2 


they feel that no Canadi- 
“Adorable Creatures” Ta te 
selection will probably 
John Ford’s “The Quiet Man" 
“Carrie” and others. = 
Chaplin May Attend 

Still tentative is a 
me yg Chaplin's 
which has been especially inv; 
| by the Festival. Chaplin has shows 
| great interest in a Venice preview 
| Of his pic, but reports indicate the 
| pic may not be ready in time z 
cording to Antonio Petrucci, di. 
rector of the festival, a date i 
being held open for “Limelight " 
and the film may be accepted even 
at last minute. Chaplin has also 
told the festival he would probabjy 
attend if his pic were shown at 
the fete. 

Festival Setup Enlarged 

Special activities are being 
planned for the Festival this year 
The Festival building has been en. 
larged to include new conference 
rooms, screening theatres and 
press facilities. The theatre itself 
also has been enlarged, and a new 
wing has been added, where side. 
line exhibs such as the film pe- 
riodical exhibition will be show. 
cased. The International Federa 
tion of Film Academies, the Inter. 
national Film Producers Assn. and 
other filmic groups will have their 
congresses at Venice during the 
Festival. 


Afternoon shows at the Film 
Palace will be dedicated to a con. 
prehensive retrospective showing 
of Italian films spanning the. years 
1908-1935, including such famed 
oldies as “Cabiria’” (1914), “Fabio- 
la” (1918) and Eleanora Duse’s 
“Ashes” (1916). 


Pix selected from those shown 
at the Festival will again this year 
be screened gratis for workers in 
Venice’s industrial section. 

Two major changes over past 
fetes include the abolishment of 
the “film mart,” devoted to inter- 
national trade shows of commer- 
cial films; and the elimination of 
special press showings. 


Star attendance this year will be 
heavy. Among those expected dur- 
ing the festival are Elizabeth Tay- 
lor, Gregory Peck, Danielle Dar- 
rieux, Martine Carol, Ingrid Berg- 
man, and a large group of Italian 
actresses. 


U.S.-French Rift 


“aia Continued from page 4 samme 


added that he’d let the Americans 
know when he was ready. 
Pixites Caught in Middle 

Actually, the film men are 
caught in a situation that goes far 
beyond the industry. That is the 
steadily deteriorating relations be 
tween the U. S. and France. It is 
tied up with Washington's policies 
on offshore procurement, defense 
allocations, etc. There's a possi- 
bility that there can be no final 
film deal until the basic problems 
between the two countries are fur- 
ther solved, although the MPAA 
negotiating team is going right 
ahead with its efforts. 

State Dept., which has stead 
fastly opposed a subsidy arrange 
ment as a bad precedent for other 
industries, is understood to have 
agreed to the film plan. it 
termed a “discount” and will pro 
vide $200,000 or $300,000 for estab- 
lishment of an agency in New 
York to help French producers 
and distribs earn dollars with 
their pix in America. Sum is only 
a fraction of the $1,500,000 or 5° 
a year that the Yanks are giving 
to subsidize the Italian industry s 
Italian Films Export setup in New 
York. : ” 

In return for this “discount, 
French industry reps agreed tha 
under the new government decree, 
Americans should get close to 
import permits in addition to the 
basic 90. . The added ones wou’ 
be granted under Article III of the 
decree, which provides more dis 
cretionary licenses in return for 4 
subsidy. ni 

It was also agreed that Ameri 
cans would be permitted to will 
draw $1,200,000 yearly at the 4 
ficial rate of exchange and the oe 
at the capital account rate, “ 
is not quite so favorable as ‘* 
official rate. There was no mee 
tion of remittances in the rec 
French decree, which was handee 
down recently in another ee 
move to the Americans. It ¥"" 
further indication of strained Par 
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Tryouts Provide Little Pic Prospects; 
‘Gypsies, Jezebel’ Excite Interest 





Tryouts 
ats this st 
tle or noth 


immer have provided lit- 
ing in the way of pros- 
ctive screen properties, accord- 
ing to major company story edi- 
tors, who regularly beat the sum- 
mer theatre bushes, There “ . 
couple of plays, however, Ww or 
have just made their bow this wee 
that are being “oases as prospec- 
iV ic aterlal. 
tive pie ow ones are “The Gypsies 
Wore High Hats” and “Jezebel’s 


sband 
Pieeesies” is by Joseph Kramm, 
author of last year’s Pulitzer prize- 
winning “The Shrike.” It is being 
tried out in Richard Aldrich’s 
Coonamessett, .Mass., barn. Jeze- 
pel,” by Robert Nathan, is a mod- 
ern-day treatment of the Biblical 
Jezebel story. It’s being preemed 
in Mountainhome, Pa. 
“Season With Ginger,” which is 
currently touring, is looked on as 
possible grist for a lightweight pic. 
Most of the studios are shying 
away, however, from small films, 
since they have been a principal 
source of coin-dropping in recent 
years. Play is by actor Ronald 
Alexander. : 

A tryout on which the studios 
have an eye, although the story 
may not be filmable because of its 
subject, is “How to Fly On One 
Feather.” It is by Richard Con- 
don, former publicity chief for 
Walt Disney and 20th-Fox. Break- 
in will be at the end of this month 
at East Hampton, L. I. Yarn is 
about a bigamist, who for a time 
successfully lives with both wives. 

Not for the strawhats, but for 
the regular season, is a possible 
musical version of “Reunion In 
Vienna.” The Theatre Guild, 
which produced the original ver- 
sion of the Robert E. Sherwood 
play, is talking with Robert Stolz 
about the musicalization. Metro 
already owns the screen rights as 
a result of having produced a2 
straight version. If a deal is made 
for Broadway musicalization, stu- 
dio might accept a customary ar- 
rangement by which it throws its 
rights into the pot for about 3314% 
of whatever sum the sccreen rights 
to the new musical are sold for. 


MUNSELL’S POSTHUMOUS 
CREDITS AT OLNEY, MD. 


Warren P. Munsell, Jr., who died 
last week at Olney, Md., after a 
heart attack, will get program list- 
ing as general manager “in me- 
moriam” for the balance of the sea- 
son at the Olney Summer Theatre. 
A general and company manager 
of numerous Broadway shows, he 
was serving his initial seasofi as 
&m. for Evelyn Freyman and Ken- 
neth Banghart, operators of the Ol- 
hey strawhat. 

“Comin’ Thru the Rye,” Mun- 
sell’s new drama-with-musie based 
on the life of Robert Burns, is 
being tried out at Olney the week 
of Aug. 19 and is tentatively sched= 
uled for Broadway production by 
the author’s father, in partnership 
= Banghart. Final plans for the 
tyout, including casting, were 
completed only a day or two be- 
ore young Munsell’s death. 
meoward Atlee will be re ident 
em at Olney for the balance 
Eliza . Season, with actress Mary 


, th A : : 
sistant, urelius as executive as 


Start ‘Girl’ on Coast 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 











Rehearsals 


Started yesterday 
owe for the Paula Stone-Mike 
Gir production of “Country 


Which stars Robert Young, 
‘ ney Kelly and Dane Clark. tee 
Nees is directing. 

ford Oda. company of the Clif- 
ree-perr.Play is slated for a 
N San Deormance break-in stand 

Moves yoo? AUs. 29-30, and then 

up toward San Francisco 


vi 
stands ‘in ne-aiter route. After 
Angeles San Francisco and Los 


» it will take to th d 
with ae it e road, 
ine Jookings now set through 


> 
. 


aE ae 
Dallas Sots. Shaner 

i allas, Aug. 5. 

vie dates for road shows pre- 
eee “nnounced for the Melba 

in hey -~ Cornelia Otis Skinner 

00,” Nor. oman show, “Paris 
te Constant Wife.” w 

ari ife,” with Kath- 

67° Cornell, is slated for March 


of new legiters in straw + 





Crawford Aide Surveys 


‘Venus’ for Possible Tour | 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 

Producer Cheryl Crawford sent 
her general press agent, Wolfe 
Kaufman, to Pittsburgh to catch 
Civic Light Opera production of 
“One Touch of Venus,” which co- 
Starred Russell Nype and - Kyle 
MacDonnell, and examine its possi- 
bilities as a touring attraction next 
season. The original show, starring 
Mary Martin, was on the road only 
a short time because Miss Martin 


had to retire from the cast to await | Projected musical version of “Pyg- 


birth of a child. 


Kaufman's report to Miss Craw- | ll of Shaw’ 
ford wasn’t too favorable though | Gon ave ed 
“Venus” has been one of the hits | with Miss 
of the summer here and did bet-| cussed a deal with Harrison. 


ter than $40,000 at the Pitt Sta- 





| 


| 


| 


} 
| 
| 


{ 


dium. Press agent also stayed over | 


to see Blevins Davis-Robert Breen 
“Porgy and Bess” at Nixon, in 
which Miss Crawford has a rooting 
interest, being billed as production 
adviser, 


Mull TVersion Of 





Mama for Bway 


*‘Here’s Mama,” legit edition of 
the TV series starring Peggy Wood, 
is a possibility for Broadway in the 
fall under the management of Al- 
drich & Myers, in association with 


Julius Fleischmann, The _ show, 
which recently played sellout en- 
gagements at the Ogunquit ( Me.) 
Playhouse and Aldrich’s Cape Play- 


house, Dennis, is under 30-day op- | 


tion to the producing firm, which 
may elect to take a _ standard 
Dramatists Guild option. 
Irwin, producer of the TV series, 
also owns the legit version. 


Two strawhat stands of the show 
demonstrated the boxoffice poten- 
tial of its TV public. Although 
there were some _ reservations 
about the quality of the play as a 
legit offering, it played to turn- 
away business at all performances 
at the two barns, and drew en- 
thusiastic audience comment. Much 
of the patronage was composed of 
children, and there were ovations 
for the individual members of the 
TV cast at all initial entrances and 
the final curtain. 


Fact that the play, using material 
from the TV series, is built around 
characters from the Kathryn Forbes 
novel, ‘Mama’s Bank Aécount,” 
from which John van _ Druten 
dramatized “I Remember Mama,” 
is figured a possible detriment to 
a Broadway presentation of this 
new version by Frank Gabrielson. 
Since “I Remember Mama,” pro- 
duced by Rodgers & Hammerstein 
in 1944-45, with the late Mady 
Christians as star, was a crittcal as 
well as boxoffice smash, it’s feared 
the critical reception of “Here's 
Mama” might be negative. 

The strawhat edition would 
probably be a natural for tour, but 
the Friday night telecast over CBS 
prevents such an arrangement. 
Also, Miss Wood is reportedly 
dubious about the physical de- 
mands of playing an extended legit 
engagement while playing the TV 
series, That’s one reason the legit 
version was hooked for only two 
weeks in strawhat, despite various 
bids for additional stands, 





Anderson Joins Power, 
Massey in ‘Brown’s Body’ 


. Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Paul Gregory has signed Judith 
Anderson to handle the “feminine 
points of view” in the Chautauqua 


cent Benet’s “John Brown’s Body,” 
which will star Tyrone Power and 
Raymond Massey. Charles Laugh- 
ton is directing. 


“Dramatic cantata” is slated for 


y i ities, | : 
a te-wees tent covering SS eu |mer professional actor, leased the | legit. However, it has a complete 


starting Nov. 1. Bookings are along 
the route previously set up by 
Gregory for his First Drama Quar- 


| tet production of “Don Juan in 


Hell.” 


{back from Europe Sept. 9 after 


La Jolla’s Community 





Carol | Ports that the present manage- 


| 


| ducing organization, of which Lib- 





ducing locally. 


Circuit production of Stephen Vin-| mains to Be Seen,” with Roddy | ging legit interest in Hollywood 


| McDowell, 





}been a local landmark. 


Sheiley Winters Stars 
In H’ wood ‘Streetcar 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Shelley Winters will star in 
Tennessee Williams’ “Streetcar 
Named Desire,” which opens Satur- 





day (9) as the first production of hs 


the 1952-53 subscription season of 
the Circle Theatre, local little the- 


Darcel Adds Songs-Terp 


atre group. } e ° 
“Streetcar” will be’ followed by | . , 

an original folk drama, “Once | To Happy Time Siloer 

Upon a Tailor,” by Baruch Lumet. Denise Darcel, touring the straw- 


hat circuit in “Happy Time,” has 
added a dance number as well as 
| three French songs. For the show’s 
engagements last wéek at Barnes- 
ville, Pa., and currently at York 
Pa., the French film-legit star calls 
her hoofing bit “The Pennsylvania 


Martin-Harrison 
For Pygmalion’? 


Can-Can,” and thereafter she'll 
switch the tag according to the 
Mary Martin and Rex Harrison | State she’s playing. One of the 


songs, “Mon Cheri,” is sung to the 
budding adolescent in the play. 

Following the barn tour, Miss 
Darcel is under contract to appear 
in the new Esther Williams picture, 
“Dangerous When Wet,” a story 
about a Channel swinimer. 


are possibilities for the leads in a 


malion” this season, according to | 
Gabriel Pascal, who holds rights to 
s plays. While in Lon- 
eks ago, Pascal talked 
Martin and also dis- 





Pascal has had a number of elle 
huddles with «Lawrence Langner 
of the Theatre Guild with g view ac a @s ! ing 
to the “Pygmalion” musical, and 


the piece would be presented un- 
der the Guild’s auspices. Casting 
is now underway. Alan Jay Lerner 
and Frederick Loewe would write 
the book and lyrics under present 
negotiations. 

Although Harrison is noted as a 
dramatic actor, Pascal says the star 
can sing since early in his career 
he frequently played musical roles. 
Meantime, Harrison, and _ his} 
actress-wife, Lilli Palmer, are due 


Barns—Kneeter 


Unless touring package shows 
are eliminated from the strawhat 
circuit, Herbert L. Kneeter is de- 
termined to close his Norwich 
(Conn.) Summer Theatre next sea- 
son. He claims the package shows 
have caused various barns to ab- 
sorb large losses this year and he 
believes they will ultimately wreck 
the business. He will try to have 
them done away with before next 
season. 

Replying to statements last week 
by Lewis Harmon, manager of the 
Clinton (Conn.) Summer Theatre, 
Kneeter says that he has always 


several months abroad. 





Backs ‘Burning’ Tour 
To Help Build Playhouse 


La Jolla, Calif., Aug. 5. 


La Jolla community leaders | However, he claims, he signed Mae 


: , West at a $3,500 guarantee and 
banded in support of La Jolla : ; 
Playhouse last week, dispelling re- | booked package shows this sum- 

| mer only after it was apparent that 
various other barn operators were 
doing likewise. 
he’d have favored sticking to the 
Stock Managers Assn. policy of 
boycotting such offerings if other 
spots had not violated it. 

“I had to decide whether to 
stick by my principles and go out 
of business, or go along with the 
rest of the managers, book the 
packages and stay in business,” he 
explains, 


“T have a $50,000 investment in 


ment would leave the strawhat out- 
fit. 


Led by Kiwanis Club of La Jolla, 
sponsor of the Playhouse, the com- 
munity will invest some $20,000 to 
finance road tour of “The Lady’s 
Not For Burning,” scheduled as| 
last play of current season. Three | 
other plays have hit the road after | 
inception at La Jolla—‘Angel | 
Street” in 1947, “Summer and} 
Smoke” in 1950, and “The Cocktail 
Party” last year—but none under | 
Playhouse banner. After the run 
in La Jolla, the Christopher Fry 
drama will open Sept. 3 at Alea-| 
zar Theatre, San Francisco, with 
Vincent Price starring. 

Part of .he tour’s profits will aid 
in construction of a new theatre in 
La Jolla for Playhouse use as well 
as touring companies and concerts. 
Current La Jolla plays are per- 
formed in the high school .audi- 
torium here, which seats 499. Pro- 
posed theatre would be more than 
twice as large. 

Need for expanded facilities was 
crux of co-producer Mel Ferrer’s 
previously announced intention of 
quitting the Playhouse. Purpose 
of his statements, Ferrer explained, 


am not going to let my competition 
force me to operate under a handi- 
cap. My grosses are large enough 
so that whatever they do, I can go 
them one better. Or do these sanc- 


sit back and refuse to play attrac- 
tions so they can pick them up and 
stay in business?” 


PREZ AT ‘PORGY’ PREEM; 
CAST AT WHITE HOUSE 


Washington, Aug. 5. 





was to jar the community into ac-eat the National here, 
tion on a theatre, the move ap-/| through the White House 
parently being successful. morning. Troupe was accom- 





ad friend of President Truman and 
co-producer of the show with Rob- 
ert Breen, 

The President and Mrs. Truman 
are expected to attend tonight's lo- 
cal opening of the Dorothy and Du 

se Hayward-George and Ira 

ershwin folk opera. The Presi- 
dent is flying in from Independ- 
ence, Mo., in time for the preem. 


Unveil ‘Dump’ on Coast 


by McNeil heads the subscription| | Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

activities, plans a full year of per- International Dump,” a story 
manent theatre for Frisco, using|0f Hollywood's hopefuls, will be 
roadshows when available or pro-|the first of a series of new plays 
Next in line, set, to be tried out by Don Brodie in 
is “Re- | the latest attempt to revive lag- 


United Nations, Frisco’s 
Newest Legiter, Clicking 


San Francisco, Aug. 5. 

San Francisco's, newest legit 
showcase, in one of its historic 
houses, the Alcazar, now named 
the United Nations, under the aegis 
of Randolph Hale, is scoring a suc- 
cessful first run with “The Moon 
Is Blue,” starring David Niven, 
Diana Lynn and Scott Brady. A\l- 
cazar Theatre Associates, the pro- 








for an Aug. 12 opening, 


ich will be’ a local | Script, a one-setter with 14 people, 
whic s | is by thesp Don Orlando. 


production. 
Brodie has taken an option on 


Subscription tickets have been 


| sold for a series of five plays, rang-| the 650-seat Cinema Theatre, long- 
‘ing from $10 to $12.50 for the se-| time Hollywood nabe film house 


ries. Hale, biz executive and for-|which has never been used for 
stage and dressing rooms, and no 
alterations will be needed. Brodie 
plans to launch his operations ip 
ithe fall. 


house, a 1,147-seater, from Fox- 
West Coast. House, which opened 
in 1886 as the Alcazar, has long 





} 


| Strawhat Biz Generally Spotty; 
Fewer Top Stars, Increased Costs 


As predicted several weeks ago, 
business on the strawhat circuit 
this summer is generally pretty 
meagre. One key spot in New 
Jersey is reportedly on the verge 
of folding after a succession of 
losing weeks, and several Massa- 
chusetts stands are also reportedly 
shaky. Grosses at virtually all 
barns have been below early expec- 
tations, 


In general, there appear to be 
two principal difficulties. One is 
that relatively few top stars are 
playing the silo belt this summer, 
with bearish results at the box- 
office. The other is that operating 
costs have continued to rise. There 
are various lesser factors, virtually 
all unfavorable. 

The one notable difference from 
recent seasons is the dearth of 
Hollywood names making haymow 
appearances this year. Such draws 
as Olivia de Havilland, Joan Ben- 
nett and Eve Arden are available, 


| while Judy Holliday at $5,000 guar- 


| have 
| selves 


Mae West, 
pretty much priced them- 
out of the rural market. 
Some of the lesser film stars have 
been doing in-and-out business. 
Television names are again prov- 
ing attendance magnets in the 
barns. For example, Robert Q. 
Lewis has mopped up in several 
appearances in “Charley’s Aunt,” 
while Peggy Wood and members of 
her supporting TV cast pulled ca- 


antee, and at 


$3,500, 


| pacity grosses at Ogunquit, Me., 


t 
| 
} 


‘headed by Mia Slavenska, 


He implies that | 


|southern mountains, 


tie : : | draws, 
fought against inflated star terms. | -ome locations and going into the 


and Dennis, Mass., in “Here's 
Mama.” However, both shows 
played only a few dates. Similarly, 
Eva Gabor, who proved a profitable 
booking in “Her Cardboard Lover” 
because of potent business and low 
cost, is available for a_ limited 
number of appearances. 

The musical packages, an inno- 
vation last year, have been spotty 
getting big patronage at 


red at others. Somewhat the same 
has been true of the ballet troupe 
Fred- 
erick Franklin and Alexandra 


Danilova. 


‘DARK OF MOON’ REVIVAL 
WITH ALL-NEGRO CAST 


“Dark of the Moon,” the Wil- 
liam Berney-Howard Richardson 
drama about witchcraft in the 
will be re- 





|vived on Broadway this fall with 
ian all-Negro cast. The play, a criti- 


the Norwich Theatre,” he adds. “I | 


| 


timonious managers expect me to ,ole 





| 





| 


| 


-| Hardwicke, Charles Laughton and 





cal success of the 1944-45 season, 
will be produced by Harold Glieb- 
man, an attorney. The project is 
budgeted at $36,000 and the financ- 
ing is reportedly largely raised. 
Josh White is set for the leading 


“Sodom, Tennessee,” another 
play by the same authors, is also 
set for production this fall by Wil- 
Ham de Lys, as the second offer- 
ing of his Lys Theatre, in Green- 
wich Village, N. Y., following the 
presentation of John MHuston’s 
“Frankie and Johnnie” as the 
opener. “Sodom,” which had a 
strawhat tryout last summer and 


Entire company of “Porgy and! has been under option to various 
Bess,” which opens tonight (Tues.)| managements, is about a southern 
went mountain feud, and has Biblical 
this | overtones. 


Berney and Richardson have also 


Prey,” which de Lys likewise plans 
to produce. 


‘Pastures, Drama Quartet 
Set for RPI in November 


Troy, N. Y., Aug. 5. 

The RPI Field House, through 
Managing Director H. L. (Jack) 
Garren, has booked two dramatic 
attractions for November. On Nov. 
3 “Green Pastures” will be pre- 
sented, with its author, Mare Con- 
nelly, as narrator, Leonard de Paur 
in the lead, and a choir. Nov. 18 
will see the First Drama Quartet 
doing “Don Juan in Hell.” Unit, 
consisting of Charles Boyer, Cedric 





Agnes Moorhead, was scheduled to 
play the Field House last fall, but 
cancelled. 

The big arena will have Johnnie 
Ray in a Bob Snyder presentation 
Aug. 14, and “Ice Varieties of 
1952,” with Daphne Walker starred, 
Aug. 31-Sept. 2. The ice troupe, 
produced by George Hamid, will 
play the State Fair, Syracuse, fol- 
lowing the Troy dates. 
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Strawhats in Pittsburgh Area Holding 
Up Strongly; Other Barnyard News 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. + 

Although generai strawhat trend 
over the country seems to be off | 
slightly, that isn’t true in the Pitts- | 
burgh district, where business is | 
up a bit despite punishing steel | 
strike, which has just come to an 





Mayor in ‘Time’ 
Saratoga, N. Y., Aug. 5. 
Mayor Addison Mallery of 
Saratoga Springs is making his 
professional debut as the doc- 


end. Summer opera company at tor in “The Happy Time” at 
Pitt Stadium looks to wind up the Spa Summer Theatre this 
ahead of 1951, while White Barn week | 
Theatre, operated by Clay Flagg Mallery and his wife acted 


and Carl Low about 15 miles from 
downtown, is well in front of last 
year’s figures. 

Mountain Playhouse, Jenners- 
town, Pa., one of the most success- 


with the Town Players in “An- 
other Language,” the first play 
presented in the theatre on the 
State Reservation, about 15 
years ago. 




















ful in the country, will have one | ——— 
of its best seasons, and a new- 
comer, William Penn Playhouse, 


which can’t play Saturday nights 
because room is in a cafe and it’s 
turned into a nightclub that one 
evening, will better than break 
even, okay in first year of opera- | 


Reade Pic Chain 

























































































tion. Pines Playhouse, which fold- 
ed as the Wagon Wheel Playhouse 
after two weeks with an Equity 
company under Francis Mayville, 
producer-director, is more than 
holding its own as a semi-pro pro§- 
ect, using chiefly college actors, 
and operated by Philip Reicher, 
owner of Pines eatery. 

Generally upped biz may be due 
to the fact that two of leading 
strawhats here of 1951, Bill Green’s 
Arena Theatre and Little Lake 
Arena Theatre, aren’t in operation 
this season, Green’s because no- 
body would take the tent under a 
one-year lease, which is all oper- | 
ator would go for, and Little Lake 
because of building hazards which 
prevented it from opening at all. 
Spot will be rebuilt in time for 
1953. 





Veronica $5,700, Hub 
Boston, Aug. 5. 

not too staunch | 
last week with “Petrified Forest” 
at John Hancock Hall pulling a 
slow $5,000. Nick Russo, producer 
and managing director, has re- 
signed, with his associates, Herbie 
Erlich and Richard Waters, taking 
over reins for balance of season. 
“Love From a Stranger,” starring 
Signe Hasso, is current. 

“Gramercy Ghost,” with Veron-| 
ica Lake in top role, found week | 
at Boston Summer Theatre with 
near $5,700. “On Your Toes” is | 
current, following week at Falk-| 
Capp’s Framingham spot, the 
County Playhouse, where it did an | 
okay $10,000. “Gramercy Ghost” | 
is current at County Playhouse. | 

“Sleep of Prisoners” in second 
stanza at Brattle topped first week, 
with slick $3,000 reported. 

A double header of Bernard 
Shaw's “Man of Destiny” and 
“Great Catherine” opened tonight 
(Tues). 


Strawhat biz 





Wolfson Tryout’s $5,400 
Stockbridge, Mass., Aug. 5. 
Victor Wolfson’s new play, “A 
Murder in the Family,” chalked up 
a new $5,400 for eight perform- 
ances at the Berkshire Playhouse 





Will Use Legits 


After experimenting with legit 
presentations last year, Walter 
Reade Theatres this season again 
will use live shows in a number of | 
its New Jersey and New York film | 
houses. Deal has been inked with | 
the Theatre Guild, it was disclosed 
last week by circuit prez Walter | 
Reade, Jr., whereby “Oklahoma” 
will be booked into the Broadway 
Theatre, Kingston, N. Y., on Sept. | 
1 (Labor Day) and 2. 

Following the Kingston dates, 
“Oklahoma” moves to Reade’s Par- | 
amount, Asbury Park, N. J., Sept. | 
3 through the sixth, and plays the 
Majestic Theatre, Perth Amboy, 
Sept. 10-11. In another arrange- 
ment handled by Reade, Jr., ‘“Mis- 
ter Roberts” has been grooved into 
the Broadway, Kingston, Sept. 29, 


| 





and the Majestic, Perth Amboy, 
Sept. 30. 
Reade loop brought the Ballet 


Russe de Monte Carlo to Kingston 
and Perth Amboy last season under 
the theory that such stage fare 
would find an audience in smaller 
communities. Ballet’s success, re- 
sulted in the troupe being set for 
several Reade theatres this winter. 
Trapp Family Singers have already 





been booked for the circuit in De- 
cember and negotiations are under- 
way for “Don Juan in Hell.” 





Jory-Alexis ‘Lives’ Hot 
$10,900 in Norwich, Conn. 


Norwich, Conn., Aug. 5. 

Victor Jory and Alexis Smith, 
co-starring in Noel Coward's ‘“Pri- 
vate Lives,” drew a virtual capacity 
gross of $10,900 last week at the 
Norwich Summer Theatre. It rep- 
resented a healthy profit for the 
strawhatter, following a disastrous 
$7,500 the previous stanza with the 
Mae West show, “Come On Up— 
Ring Twice.” 


bill brings the Larry’ Parks- 





last week. Top price was $3 for the 
436-seater. 

Director William Miles has 
Walter Abel and Margaret Phillips 
starring in Christopher Fry’s “The 
Lady's Not For Burning” this week. 
Featured are Viola Roache and 
Reynolds Evans. 


Horton $7,500, Niagara 
Buffalo, Aug. 5. 

Edward Everett Horton in 
“Nina” last week tallied the top 
gross Of the season at the Niagara 
Falls (Ont.) Summer = Theatre. 
pulling a_ nifty 7,500 in seven 
pertormances. 

The 1,000-seat strawhatter played 
to a $2.50 top. 


Mae West Smash 116 
In Matunuck ‘Come Up’ 


Matunuck, R. I., Aug. 5. 
Mae West, in her comedy concoc- 
tion, “Come on Up—Ring Twice.” 
grossed a whopping $11,000 last 
week at the Theatre by-the-Sea 
here With an extra row of seats 
Installed tor the engagement. the 





Star pulled the season's top atten- 
dance, enabling the management 


fo net a reasonable profit, despite 


» $3.500 guarantee and the large 

{ 
Chatterton is starring this 
Week in John van Druten’s “Old 
Acquaintance with Carol Good- 
ner featured, Except for Frances 
NI ddux ot he resident company, 
the entire cast was jobbed. Philip- 
pa Hastir aS resident director 
Staged the show for producers 


Donald Wolin and Harold Schiff. 


Betty Garrett starrer, “Anonymous 
Lover.” 





‘Carol Bruce ‘Venus’ Tops 
Olney, Md., With $10,400 


Washington, Aug. 5. 
Carol Bruce, heading a touring 


Jat the of “One Touch of Venus’’4 


at the Olney (Md.) Summer Thea- 
| tre last week, proved the top biz 
getter of the season thus far for 
the Evelyn Freyman-Kenneth 
Banghart strawhatter. The Kurt 
Weill-S. J. Perlman-Ogden Nash 
musical grossed $10,400, including 
/a record-setting $1,757 perform- 
ance Saturday night (2). 

Jackie Cooper and Fran Warren 
|; are current in “Remains to Be 
Seen.” 


Blondell-‘Skeba’ Hits 106 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 





Joan 


; Blondell in “Come Back, 
Little Sheba,” at the Salt Creek 
Summer Theatre, Hinsdale, II., 


broke all house records, racking up 
over $10,200. Boxoffice was almost 
clean first part of the week and 
went SRO for the weekend. Wil- 
son Brooks, male lead in “Sheba,” 
3s staying on the rest of the sum- 
mer for character leads. 


Patsy Kelly and Kay Westphal | 
opened Monday (4) in “‘My Sister 
Fileen.”’ Kim Hunter and Art 
Smith fellow with “They Knew 
What They Wanted.” On Aug. 25 
Marshall Migats, impresario here 
does the last straight version of 
“Pygmalion.” with Dennis King 


(and Margaret Phillips. 


Angela Lansbury is current in| 
“Affairs of State,” and next week's 


y ’ 7 
MARIJANE MARICLE 
Featured as “Elizabeth” 
Just Concluded 
36 consecutive weeks in the 
Broadway Production 
“PAINT YOUR WAGON” 


Strawhat Reviews 


The Gypsies Wore Right You Are 
High Hats estport, Conn. Aug 4 
Falmouth, Mfass., Aug. 5. Westport Season of 1952, Ino >. 


4 tation of comedy i . Presen. 
‘ Richard — ays moog Tan By met Pirandello, sdanted — Bia by Luigi 
rama in three acts (five - | Stars Al , -s entley, 
seph Kramm, based on the unpublished Alfred Drake and Mild 


Features Paula Fed Dunnock. 








; . ” Laurence, Mar , 
novel, “The Neighbors Needn’t Know,” | leck, Bert Fre 1ce, Martin Kos. 
by Sylvia Golden. Stars Sylvia Sidney, | Catharine Doucet,’ Queenie Smnsudstrom, 
Stephen Bekassy. Staged by Kamm;/ by Bentley: setting and lish Staged 
scenery, Karsen Gould, from sketches by/ Larkin; costumes, Paul BigehDs: Peter 
Leo Kerz, Production presented by ar-/ port Country Playhouse West At West 
rangement with Aldrich Myers, in as-| aug. 4, ’52; 3.90 top Stport, Conn, 

sociation with Julius Fleischmann. At/| Lamberto Laudisi . a1 

Falmouth Playhouse, Coonamessett,| amalia .............°° > lfred Drake 
Mass., Aug. 4; $3.60 top ($4.20 Saturday| pina _...../,/7) °° °°" aula Laurence 
nights). ; : Butler os lol, dace . \nn Chatin 
Fanny Benton .....+.++.. Sylvia Sidney | Signor Sirelli : Dei Badia 
| Patsy Lawabpecesau set ent Judy Edwards | Signora Sirelli ..... iesenes te Marfield 
Uncle Walter .......s-++:. Somer Alberg| Signora Cini .... sel indstrom 
Francis .....+seceeseeees Robbie Welsh | Councillor Agazzi . oe Smith 
RS Pr rere re Helen Auerbach Signora Frola ....... Mildred t Freed 
Freddy Benton ....... Stephen Bekassy | Signor Ponza uM ed Dunnock 
Adolph Newberger ....... Ralph Smiley | Signora Menni Cath, n Kosleck 
Aunt Margit ........ .-_Eva Gerson | Centuri p= lal ate Ste oe ag Doucet 
| Mrs. Fiest ee ..Ellen Mahar | Gentleman About Town _D. F “arene 
| Governer., ee Karl. Redeor 
5 Signora Ponza . on hp 
| Because playwright Joseph;”* M seseseesssss Noma Medici 
|'Kramm garnered the Pulitzer} Whether Luigi Pirandello’s 1917 


Prize last spring for his successful | Opus, “Right You Are (If Yoy 
“The Shrike,” considerable inter- | Think So),” will reward exhuming 
est has been generated in his new | ‘S dubious, even at this time when 
play, “Gypsies Wore High Hats,” redos have become the fashion 





| being tried out this week at Rich-| Eric Bentley, as adapter and stag. 





Terrell Maps 
D.C. Music Tent 





Plus Motorcade |: 


Lambertville, N. J.. Aug. 5. | 


St. John Terrell, who opened a 
700-seat arena-style summer thea- 
tre under canvas here four years 
ago, and by concentrating on popu- 
lar operettas and musicals par- 
layed it into a highly successful 
1,500-seater with affiliates from 
Hyannis to Sacramento, this week | 
announced plans for a similar Mu- 
sic Circus to open in Washington, 
D. C., next summer. 

At the same time he divulged 
details of a new, 10-unit Motor 
Music Circus which will bow at 
the 16-day Texas State Fair, Dal- 
las, Oct. 4, with four-a-day pres- 
entations of a one-hour version of 
“Show Boat.” 

Withholding details on thé 
Washington tent pending inking of | 
the site contract, Terrell said the 
motorcade will move on large trail- 
ers. Eight of these will carry the 
tent rig, 1,500 seats, and interlock- 
ing steel plates which will be used 
at the site to provide a sloping 
floor stretching toward the stage 
from the trailer-beds. One trailer 
will be business office, boxoffice 
and lighting unit, and the cast of 
40—including musicians—will ride 
in a large bus. The whole affair 
will be decorated circus-style. 

Reason for bow in Dallas is two- 
fold: (1) To test the draw at the 
country’s biggest state fair and, 
(2) to showcase it for managers of 
other state fairs who usually at- 
tend. After the fair the tent will 
tour the south, including Florida, 
for the winter, and then, if plans 
mature, will be set up at various 
state fairs next summer, ending 
with dates in California. 

Future plas for the Washington 
tent include a southern tour and 
a winter run in Miami if a deal 
can be made with the musicians’ 
union, (Hassle over number of pit 
men there kept Terrell out after 





ard Aldrich’s Falmouth Playhouse,|er, has given the revival a fy)j. 
with Sylvia Sidney and Stephen | sized try, with a cast of talent and 


Bekassy co-starred. “Gypsies” is | 


rep. But Pirandello’s dramaturgica| 


as different from “The Shrike” as | gymnastics about the relativity of 


|a diamond salesman, to 








program had been announced.) 
’ Terrell points to the success of 





similar tents at Hyannis, Cohassét, 
| well as various emulators—as proof 
;that the wunder-canvas show 


,to move them from one date to 
another. 


Garner-McDowall $8,100 


Mountainhome, Pa., Aug. 5. 

Philip Barry's “The Youngest,” 
with Peggy Ann Garner and Roddy 
McDowall in lead roles, did sock 
$8,100 last week at Pocono Play- 
house here. SRO sign was put out 
at five of eight performances. 

Tryout of “Jezebel’s Husband,” 
Robert Nathan drama starring 
Claude Rains, with Claudia Mor- 
gan, Carmen Matthews and Judy 
Parrish, is current. 





Take Over NY. Theatre 


| Sacramento and Asbury Park—as | 


| 
} 
j 


t is | work, never really comes to life, 
| legit’s only growing department to- | chiefly because it is played in too 
|day. He eventually hopes to have | muted a manner. 
| three traveling tent shows all over | acts contain some top-notch writ- 
the country, with a fleet of tractors |ing, particularly in Nina’s almost 


| 
| 


salt from sugar; only thing two | 
works have in common is the con- | 
siderable emotional impact both} 
convey. 

Set in Hungarian section of New 


| 
York in the early 1900’s, new play | 
tells a poignant tale of Freddy | 
an idealist, impractical | 
fellow and perpetual dreamer who} 
loves, on returning from jaunts as} 
bring gifts | 
to his wife, Fanny, and his three | 
children. Unfortunately, the fam- | 
ily needs food and clothing more 
than the useless baubles with | 
which Freddy showers them. In} 


| fact, the family, because of lack of | 


funds is forced to live like Gyp- 
siés—hence Kramm’s title. 

Freddy, lost in his dream world, 
becomes more and more of an 
outcast in the eyes of his family. 
Basic conflict of the play is be- 
tween the family’s practicality, 
particularly as represented the 
elder daughter, Nina, and Freddy’s 
own lack of it. Chief interest lies 
in the searching depiction of 
Freddy’s character. 

Freddy combines the childish- 
ness of Peter Pan with the opti- 
mism of Mr. Micawber and the | 
show-off qualities of Aubrey Piper, | 
George Kelly’s classic hero. All | 
facets of his many-sided person- 
ality, his love for his children, his 
intense pride, his penchant for 
dramatizing himself, his liking for 
orante display, are conveyed 
vividly by Bekassy. The actor, who 
has been in Hollywood for a decade 
or more, has the makings of an- 
other matinee idol—a la Ezio Pinza 
and Yul Brynner. 


Miss Sidney’s flair for weepy, 
emotional <action also is given a 
field day. Serving throughout play 
as an arbiter between her husband 
and the exasperated Nina, her big 
scene occifrs when she explains to 
her dubious daughter the essen- 
tially generous quality of her hus- 
band’s character. She __ brings 
warmth and dignity to the role. 

Newcomer Helen _ Auerbach 
scores heavily as Nina. She is ob- 
viously a young actress who will 
bear watching. Good minor bits 
are turned in by Robbie Welsh and 
Judy Edwards, daughter of song- 
stress Joan Edwards, as the other 
two Benton children, and Somer 
Alberg as generous Uncle Walter 





and Ralph Smiley as a pompous 
vaudeville impresario. ‘ 
As for play itself, it gathers 


momentum as it goes along. First 
act, which needs a good deal of 


Second and third 


hysterical revolt against her father 
in the last act party scene, in which 


truth are hardly for 1952 theatre. 
goers, despite the resourceful per. 
forming. Nor is the_ intentional 
failure of the author to resolve the 
audience dilemma easy for the ave 
erage customer to take. 

“Right You Are,” like other Pi- 
randello works, is a drama class 
standard, a characteristically un- 
conventional job in which the 
playwright withholds the answer 
to the mystery of a husband, wife 
and mother-in-law who have moved 
into a provincial Italian city. In 
prying into the situation, the nosy 
neighbors get more and more 
baffled. The husband says the 
me@ther-in-law is insane, that her 
daughter died and that he now has 
a second wife. The mother-in-law 
says her daughter did not die and 
that the husband keeps her locked 
up. When, at the end, the daughter 
gets her opportunity to tell who 
she is, she says she is nobody. 

Pirandello’s philosophy is stated 
by the only sure character in the 
play, knowledgably portrayed by 
Alfred Drake, a trouper who obvi- 
ously finds the intellectual Italian 
drama as comfortable as musicals. 
The excellent Mildred Dunnock is 
well suited to the  black-veiled 
mother-in-law, a haunting creature 
who makes it difficult to dope that 
she isn’t the loony one. 

Martin Kosleck is effectively in- 
tense and occasiona!ly explosive as 
the husband. Catharine Doucet’s 
Signora Nenni, ‘7 an old gal dis- 
turbed by it all, is a top comedy 
feat that does a lot to lift a creak- 
ing latter half. y 

Paula Laurence’s equipment 1s 
wasted on the role of the mistress 
of the house where the mystery en- 
tangles. Bert Freed as the council- 
lor, Dwight Marfield and Florence 
Sundstrom as an inquisitive couple 
and Queenie Smith as another up 
set signora are helpful. With so 
much wordage, Bentley’s direction 
achieves an admirable amount of 
action. : 

Peter Larkin's set, using sliding 
deubte door to create a secon 
room in the pre-World War ! 
apartment, is efficient. The cos 
tumes, supervised by Paul Bige- 
ow, are handsome and have an 
authentic look. Elem. 





A Murder in the Family 
Stockbridge, Mass.. July 28. 


Berkshire Playhouse production | 
comedy in two acts (three scenes’ “ii 
Victor Wolfson, from the French of Gil 


bert Sauvajon. Features Helen Crate 
Larry Gates, Douglas Watson, A™ 
Douglass. Staged by William Miles: sel 
ting. William Roberts. At Berkshire 
Playhouse, Stockbridge, Mass.. July 2; 
"52; $3 top. 

Armand Marescaud ..... Stuart Germain 
Frederick Marescaud....John W. Austin 


Maria Marescaud Helen Craig 


a. eee ee Amy Douglass 
Sylvie Sauvin..............Mary Jackson 
Isabelle Sauvin........... Deidre Owens 
Caroline Pelletier..........- Gaye Jordon 
Estelle Betty Bune 





Freddy has one last fling as a show- 
off and then reveals that he has 
reformed—ai least in resolve. 
Best quality of the play is its 
poignancy. Its warm, human char- 
acters are vividly drawn, and emo- 
tion-packed scenes build to a dev- 
astating climax that has the distaff 
side of the audience groping for 
hankies. However, Freddy's long 
‘nearly 10-minute) speech describ- 
ing his wedding in Hungary, while 
movingly delivered, could stand 
cutting, ¢ 
Although “Gypsies Wore High 
Hats” is in a pretty rough state at 
present, it has obvious potentialiti- 
ties. With the polishing it will get 


a 
Douglas Watse 
Larry Gates 


Howard Whitfield 


Frank Marescaud 

Inspector Legrand 

| Gilbert Sauvin.. 
‘ 





William Miles’ unusually diver 
sified production schedule tor this 
| spot this summer includes t!!s Vic- 
tor Wolfson comedy, adapted from 
the French original, “Topage ‘0 
turne.” Whether it will win the 


| eritical accolades, as did this p!a.* 
|wright’s “Excursion,” is questie 
able. But as it performs now. \ 4 
the usual doctoring, it slow 
|prove a better boxoffice attraction 
than “Excursion.” It is strictly 1° 
the sophisticated. uit 
| It is gay, witty and fast-™. on 


with overtones of cynicism 4 


taitn Zi . ; luring its Falmouth r d iewpoi sexual reid 
lenrietta Jacobse , g imo run and next | Gallic viewpoint on <% 
Py poe Raat ites oo, ae week at Dennis, it ought to emerge tionships, thus making it ° + 
Nationa! Theatre. i y as a likely candidate for at least able to Broadway standards 4 
vationa eatre, N. which moderate Broadway success. The adaptor’s characterizations are “° 
they will operate as a Yiddish play- firm of Aldrich & Myers, in asso- | rounded, his lines spontaneous and 
house. ‘ciation with Julius Fleischmann,’ driving: his action sufficient to PT" 
They will present original re- intends to bring the play to Broad- vent audience ennui. Woltse! ry 
vues and plays by contemporary | way in early fall if all goes well. eats 


iwriters, 


\ 


Dias. 





resorted only to the bas 
(Continued on page 
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VARIETY Mednesdays August 6, 195 
| that’s London drama; Michael ° <a 
Myerberg, Producer, | a 
, “Those Familiar Spirits,” by 


‘Arthur Miller; Kermit Bloom- 

| 8arden, producer. "4 ‘ao | Walter Winchell has been doing a “Hellza in.” 

'y,, /hracian Horses, by Maurice | otherwise, on behalf of “Wish You Were Here” with cont eetately 
n. 


; : : : ‘acti ' Valency: David Ffolkes, roducer, ® nuou 
composers as Irving Berlin, Arthu: seph Kramm dramatiaztion of “Time of the Cuckoo,” by Arthur | that stem from » Personal contact with Joshua Loga _ sp 


Schwartz and Frank Loesser are | Sylvia Golden’s novel, “The Neigh- | , | author (wi r ) of : -atter 
not listed as having Shows in the] bors Needn’t Know”: Aldrich & | Laurents, fo star Shirley Booth; ie 2 d Orig nee hell “ibretto and ie producer With I 
' 1 eel isch- | Robert ‘Whitehead and Walter | Hayward. Originally inchell reported Strained relation 
works, Myers, in association with Fleisch Pai gan and Hayward (durin h 1 ations 
b mest | Fried, producers. | d y i8 rehearsals) but since then he }, 
Quality mann, pro 7 | “Tin Wedding” by Hagar Wilde | Plugging the musical, which went up almost $5,000 last 
.. general, the real measure of _ “Happy Ant Hill,” by, giaes and Judson O'Donnell: Charles | which may emerge as one of those unique Broadway instant 
@ season is the quality of shows Nagent ourtney Burr and Eilio | Bowden and Philip Langner. pro- ae may belie a set of bad notices. Only John Chapman 
; ; 7 ; F Nugent, S. ucers. | liked it. 
rather than the number of produc- “Happy Ending,” by Nelisse “Trial of Mr. Pickwick,” by Stan- Kober and Logan are constantly rewritj th i 
tions. ae oe semester | Child; Theatre Guild, producer. ley Young: Roger L. Stevens, pro- ‘ously rehearsing and revamping “Word atteeuth oe 
was outstan ing, despite its Medio-|; «yy; Excellency,” by Dorothy | ducer. Per lel 3 i ny 34. as been 
cre quantitative basis, because tl cad Cogan Christie; Roger L. | Untitled Play by Moss Hart, = fouled” ts pi aavene the es for # Second Br 
Preduced such critical and popular Stevens, producer. adapted from “Shadows Move - the extent of " ° ase” : ve the ,ontinued bo. ; 
hits as “South Pacific,” “Kiss Me. “Hollow a Agatha Christie's Lon. | Among Them,” novel by Edgar ie eC x >; 0 1e new ma erila 9 because o1 the rewriting, 
Kate,” “Where's Charley?” “Death | don melodrama: Shuberts and Mittelholzer: Joseph Hyman and ; 
— a Salesman” and “Detective | Playwrights Co.. producers. | Bernard Hart, producers, | gs muel Mat! k I d 
Story.” Contrariwise the 1951-59 1 , lowers,” by Truman | Musicals a Ma ows y, w 10 Was a music Student in Paris not « 
stanza, despite a fairly acceptable | Capote: “Seine sate PY TE "Rita | “Ankles Aweigh,” py Guy Bol]. | 28° under the GI Bill of Rights, conducted the “Porgy and Bes 
number of Productions, was gener- | Allen, producérs. }ton, Eddie Davis, Fred ‘Finkiehoffe | orchestra for practically the entire two-week engagement of the Geors 
ally a flop because it included no; «i 7 Wanted You,” revival of and Harry Warren; Leonard Key | “ershwin musica] drama at the Nixon Theatre, Pittsburgh Reguine 
Striking critical and boxoffice | Paul Geraldy and Robert Spitzer | and Finkiehofle producers, | batoneer, Alexander Smallens, had Previously been contracted for 
ricks. Thus, it was a aiPpoint-| play, “Si Je Voulrort race | A rputtrio Square,” Billy Gilbert. | guest "Pitt for eat; Y's Lewisohn Stadiun during that period ang 
ing season, not only qualitatively, | George vehicle of 1924. under the | Arthur Jones-Fred Stamer musical; got to Pitt for only two performances Over first weekend. Matloy ky 
but also (and as a result) in popu- | title, “She Had to Know”; Arthur | Gen Genovese and Edward Woods, | had been signed to Play piano for the show, and Shortly after that be. 
lar acceptance, and therefore eco- | Lesser, producer. | Producers, | came Smallens’ assistant. He’s also rearranging the score for the dif. 
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nomically. Figured on a Similar} «gy Any Language,” by Edmund| “Cabin in the Sky,” revival of | ferent instrumentation that will be used for European Stands comin 
basis, the 1952-53 season prospects | Beloin and Henry Garson, with Uta | the Lynn Root-John touche-Ver- | UP in Berlin, Vienna and London, where “Porgy” opens in October 
seem reasonably bright. More- Hagen as star: Jule Styne and/non Duke hit of 1940-41; Albest | for a run at the Stoll Theatre, 
Over, there wil) undoubted!y °' George Abbott. producers, ;and Arthur Lewis, Producers. diisiiiaieaes: 
number of lat . ies “I’ve G . ” by ‘an; “Can-Can” uw; . OC ine . , : : 
A ig OF late entries, some of _'ve Got Sixpence,” by John Van | ‘Can Can, with songs by Cole Since Harold Clurman’s resignation as drama editor of the New 
C2) May turn out to be «, Druten: Gertrude Macy and W alter } Porter, book by Abe Burrows: Cy Republic Carly this year when the weekly mov d i bs 
Other announced items are fig-| Starcke, producers. | Feuer and Ernest H. Martin, Pro- | from New York to Washington Erie Bentle te - “penne Me 
ured only remote prospects, so are “Jezebel’s Husband,” by Robert | ducers, | the mag’s editorial] Staff as contributing editor eed = Ar - 
excluded from the list. | Nathan, cae nice ee Fay ‘a cae in Flanders,” adapta- | was erratumed that the New Republic had dropped ‘ pe It 
ger Stevens, William ‘ields and | tion of renc ri . ssl ; ‘Overage 
The ‘ snneunsed projects, many power pieven eae 8 Sa fe on Oppech film, with = completely, Bentley will cover most Openings on Broadway, in the 
of which wil] probably never come “John Breas Body,” Stephen | Johnny Burke aaa James’ we, manner which Stark Young handled it for the New Republic Several 
eis <a. “i : vie years , re ‘ i ? ’s bi 
through, follow: | Vincent Benet's poem, reading by | Heusen, directed by Bretaigne | ¥°@Ts 480, rather than In the form of Clurman’s bi-month]; column, 
Straight Plays | Tyrone Power. Judith Anderson Windust, choreography by Jerome a ; 
“Amazing Adele,” adapted by | and Raymond Massey; Pau] Greg- | Robbins; whe we Stone and Michael e 
Anita Loos from the Paris farce by | Ory, producer. I with gy Pre “ene, in #ssociation L t Sh A b d 
Pierte Barillet and Jean-Pierre| “Josephine,” Sally Benson dram- be wig Claman. egl O ; Ss roa 
Gredy; Alexander Ince and Joel | atization of 'F Scott Fitzgerald avey Jones,” Arthur Carter- ; 
Schenker, producers, short stories; Leonard Key and | Vernon Duke-Sammy Cahn treat- LONDON “be venng ate Tue pat 
“Ami-Ami.” adapted by Mi Fred Finklehoffe, producers, fw n+ J the story of the legendary rig V£ek ending August 9) a Pat 
f -/ ‘ : _ y ss et ol any é : ocomotive engi ay: ; na (Figures indicate opening date) 
Loos from a farce hit by the same Kind Sir,” by Norman Krasna, | eur produces neer; Richard Kra Patter My Fashion,’ Amb’. (5-8). TOURING BRITAIN 
French authors: Saint Subber pro-| £9 be directed by Joshua Logan; oR, ' Wi | aogivert, Sue, Saville (7-31), (Week ending July 19 
Ss; S¢ N ; "| Logs ° or ‘Even ng th Beatrice Lillie.” “Be our Life,” Hippodrome (2-18), “ " ; # 
ducer. Logan, producer. oe + Lillie, “Cal Con Blue For Boy,” Hipp. Golder’s Green 
: “Little Hut,” Nancy Mitford’s | formal reyye co-starring the| «el! Me, Madam,’ Soliseum (3-15), uBrigadoon.” Opera House Beliast 
“Re Yo A an P | e ut, ancy itfor $s} . ° A cep ve Sea, Duchess (3-6), “Caro Lp ili 
r ur Age,” by Reginald Den- | adaptation of Andre Roussin’s ; OMedienne and Reginald Gardi- wplal M Murder,” West. (6-19), “Cosh Boy v Hipp sagurnemouth, 
ham and Mary Orr; Alexander H. | Parisian farce, with Robert Morley ale Producer not indicated. "Gay Dog.” Piccadiy oy, mpeurPoster,” King’s, Southsea 
ohen, producer. | 48 star; John C. Wilson, producer. rankie and ohnnie,” by John uplebe Revue,” Globe (7-10, Horan’, Word,” New. Oxtord 
“Beardi i he. - = Huston; William de Lys, produc ar vin Chancery,” art (7-30), e n goodnight, Vienna,” Royal, Newcastle 
ding of Johnny, by John | Love of Four Colonels,” Lon- ‘ties pets fae os ninmocents,” Majesty's (7-0) ollew.” Prince of Wales, Cardi 
Rodell; Ruth Simon and Frank | don success by Peter Ustinoy, star | seromee Apple, John Latouche- nelttle Mut.” Lyric (8-23.50), “Kise Mar eater cgemPir, Sheela 
Bradley, Producers. iring the author; Theatre Guild. merte ten —t version of the Ho- ete, ugha.” een 412). “Ladies Night,” Regent. Rotherham, 
“Betrayal,” by Robert O'Byrne} “Man Upstairs,” by Patrick | ,74 °° Theat: Kermit Bloomgarden wpanet Callahan,” Garrick on) “Marty ume” Royal, Bath 
and) Edward °c; “yh seph | Hamilton: Seeeiie Perhaps Theatre Guild, pro- “Millionaires,” New (6-30), umerry Widow, Hipp.. Coventry. 
‘uc. Gilmore; Joseph | Hami fon; Alexander ‘1H. Cohen | ducers oper t@ Piccadilly,’ Pr. Wales (4-15) Navy ae sgtodger.” New. Northam 
Heidt, Producer. |} and Rita Allen, producers, “Hazel FI ” ad Relative Vaiue,” Savoy (11-28-51) 5 unavy At Sea,” Falace Pier, Brighton, 
‘ - , , agg, 3 j 7 “ “Wh: 2. No, Nanette,” bra, Bradford 
“Better Angels, by Robert E. “Millionaires,” Shaw's comedy, | fim “Nothing Sacred a7, the “Ranch at Rockien Empress pO mouaneme.” New, Caran, Dd! 
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A Marder in the Family 
having rewritten it from an ae 
‘ved viewpoint while retaining 
po al French flavor. The wea 
nots appear toward the end when 
= Inspector voices mild Social- 
ba ideas and there Is a fuzziness 
2 the ultimate career of young 
Frank Marescaud. hese are easily 
remediable. 
Audience 
title, may be 


expectancy, due to the 
for a mystery drama, 
“is the curtain may 
and_ the Me its femme shriek 
Kn thud of a falling object. 
The author disperses the notion 
with the entrance of the first char- 
cter, and the comedy mood is on 
the move from thereon. Story un- 
folds the inadvertent death of the 
triarch of the Marescaud family 
and his family’s efforts to cover up 
the resultant disgrace when ae 
comes known that the old fellow 
assed out from a scuffle he had 
with his part-time secretary, who 
did not submit to his amorous ad- 
y s. 
vetasting in most parts was at a 
high level. Top honors go to Larry 
Gates, as the plain and understand- 
ing inspector with little reverence 
for the Marescaud tradition, and 
Stuart Germain, the esthetic and 
sympathetic son who wanted to be 
a pianist much to his father’s deri- 
sion. Amy Douglass plays his wife, 
who goes through life with little ap- 
reciation of the honor of being a 
Marescaud-in-law, in a homey 
fashion. Mary Jackson makes a 
vinegary and cynical Sylvia Sauvin. 
The precocious moppet is well 
handled by Deidre Owens, who 
makes the part bearable and hu- 
morous. Helen Craig, as the only 
daughter, is inclined to too much 
austerity. Betty Bunce adds a 
savoir faire to her role of the maid, 
over whose sex delights the patri- 
arch and his grandson had battled. 

Douglas Watson lends a bit too 
much juvenility to his role, which 
may be a fault of the script in 
drawing the similarity of character 
between the industrialist and his 
grandson. This same fault may be 
the reason for the unevenness of 
the part of Caroline Pelletier, 
played by Gaye Jordan. 

William Miles directed with an 
obvious understanding of the script, 
and the setting of William Roberts 
has a fine Gallic flavor. Russ. 


Sweet Fire 
Abingdon, Va., July 29. 


Barter Theatre-Robert Porterfield pro- 
duction of romantic comedy in three 
ote 8 scenes) by Lee Marion. Staged 
y Margaret Perry; settings, Mack La- 
tham; lighting, Lauren Farr. Opened at 
Perter Theatre, Abingdon, Va., July 


52 

2. Seer ee David Patton 
Tom Sly nas beeen Michael Lewis 
First Queen’s Player........ Frank Lowe 
fecond Queen’s Player Charles Quinlivan 
om 4380543505 654s chuee one uren Farr 
7! Eb60ObK6 44004540 8eame Joel Parsons 
cha bidities$o4enenaneute David Cross 
Oliver TEE eee Mel Fillini 
Goody Tabitha ........ Dorothy LaVern 
Revelation Reaves........, Mark Spencer 
Phyllis EL essetees -+ Gaby rs 
reddler bh in 0903 606040 +++.Robert Gallico 
Weeraly Woman ...... Kay Kasberger 
was Shawespeare........., Weaver 
Third Queen's Player........ Bill Pember 
Pathe, Queen’s Player..... Andy Maxey 
sy gusen's PURO <<. c400 Keith Michael 

SN 50.904 504acdRee John Hallow 
inst Flunky............ -++..Frank Deal 
frcond EN. 5 ig 64 c caahan Bill Pember 
j= of Southampton....... Jobn Holland 
r) wet nae, FARE Ta bp Jerry Oddo 
fo reachman 0 006ceaeae Robert Gallico 
Bette Wer ttt teee: Caddell Burroughs 
af yernon soseschaaasea Cleo Holladay 
Second Seldies 28 6eseendes Keith Michael 
Third Soldier CCT Andy Maxey 


$6000tenamelel Frank Lowe 


A bedroom farce dressed up in 


Elizabethan finer i 

y. with Will 
Shakespeare himself as chief 
would-be seducer, is about all 


down Fire” turns out to be. It’s 
pat fernnmencial theatre in its 
tory is based on an account of 
me a first woman actor came to 
den abethan stage. Phyllis Con- 
Phil Masquerades as her brother 
beap” to join Shakespear’s com- 
~&,, play Juliet before the 
no Of thn skesPeare discovers the 
e theatre-loving lady after 

+ re ensconsed in rooms of 
P enry, Earl of Southampton, 
= Sprightly scamperings 

on the 274 Henry's wife walks in 
undone Situation and comes near 
Ph it Phyllis’ Stage aspirations. 
y “ makes a hit as Juliet and 
elena stay with the compnay as 
Dream” in| “Midsummer Night’s 
Henry’ Another night in Lord 
Phyllis hae attment discloses that 
life fo 4s become the love of his 
ier 4 Will Shakespeare, and he 
Won ‘kar. he cherishes her virtue 
‘ renting of Will's wife and is 
amusing by Lord Henry in an 
tions doy, PPer Scene. Complica- 
any real {oP but there is never 
pany doubt that disaster to the 
me threatened by the pres- 
that win proman, will be averted 
teare’s yllis remain as Shake- 
lady. ‘nSpiration and leading 


The prose is used to good effect. 
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k|in the rehearsal scenes. 


re 








Fritz Weaver, Barter’s accom- 
plished leading man, plays Shake- 
speare and achieves his best effects 
Handi- 
capped by the play’s too-great rev- 
erence for the Bard, Weaver man- 
ages to make Willi as convincing a 
lover as the part allows him. 

Mark Spencer is unable to do 
much with the lines of Revelation 
Reaves, preacher determined to 


save Phyllis from sin; John Hol- | 


jland, as Lord. Henry, makes the 


most of a. well-written characteri- | 
brought | 


zation. Gaby Rodgers, 
from New -York to play Phyllis, 
puts whimsy and gaiety into the 
part, making innocence as believ- 
able as it could be in the cooked-up 
situation. 


_ Staging by Margaret Perry is 
imaingative, and three sets by 
Mack Statham do well in giving 
Elizabethan flavor. 

Business of street scenes was ef- 
fectively arranged, but even Miss 
Perry’s imagination couldn’t keep 
a forced quality out of the rowdi- 
ness. It would seem impossible to 
equal Shakespeare's skill in the hu- 
mor of earthy banter, but the at- 
tempt, nevertheless, is unfortunate. 

Elan. 


The Fig Leaf 
Saratoga, N. Y., July 30. 


John Huntington production of comedy 
in three acts by Norman Brooks and 
John Gerstad. Stars Ernest Truex and 
Sylvia Field. Staged by Brooks; setting. 
Peg Crossfield and John W. Keck. At 
Spa Summer Theatre, Saratoga Springs, 


N. Y., July 28, ’52 

a ae Ernest Truex 
Ree. MG. sos csecneretcs Sylvia Field 
COSMOR COSMEP:.. .060004 e200. Jean Duffy 
Donald Duffy........... Michael Dreyfuss 
Harold Hillstover......... ... James 


Matai MoeCall .... 2:20 Alfreda Wallace 
George “Bink” Binkley..Clifford Cothern 


The participants in the world 
preem of this tenuous little comedy 
are all theatre-wise, so it is doubt- 
ful that they will tempt a Broadway 
scrutiny of this script. Elliot 
Nugent, father-in-law of co-author 
John Gerstad, is rumored in line 
for the directorial assignment, if 
and when a Broadway showing is 
made. However, the subject matter 
bars it from pix and video. With 
Ernest Truex starred, as he is here, 
it could be used successfully over 
the barn circuit. 


The authors stretch a great deal 
for laughs in their injection of 
spice in the tale of a modern lass 
returning to her home in a preg- 
nant and unwedded state. Her 
condition and ideas on the same 
are bombshells in her parents’ 
household, where golf tournaments, 
country club social activities and 
every-day suburban life are the 
heights of excitement and adven- 
ture. She totes along with her the 
lad who is the pappy of the alleged 
future citizen. She loves him but 
is not convinced that he recipro- 
cates, as he has not uttered the 
words in true romeo fashion. 

The balance of the action and 
lines are based on this situation, 
with father McCall abetting boy- 
friend, who is discovered to be a 
fellow fraternity. brother; and 
mother McCall on the side lines for 
the daughter and a former beau. 
The situation is finally worked to 
a happy ending and the audience 
has a bombshell cast at them. A 
telephone call just before the final 
curtain reveals that the modern 
miss is not oy at all. A doc- 
tor friend who was anxious for the 
youngsters to marry had given out 
this hoax to hurry matters along. 

Ernest Truex, a master of timing 
and underplaying, is his usual tops 
as the father of the expectant 
mother. Sylvia Fields (Mrs. Truex) 
ably plays the mother. Michael 
Dreyfuss is excellent as the callow 
youth engaged in selling ice cream 
delicacies and carrying on with 
the McCalls’ parttime maid. The 
latter part is overplayed by Jean 
Duffy. Balance of the cast is ade- 
quate. Russ. 








Ne Casting Today 
Spring Lake, N. J., Aug. 5. 


Rea John Powers production of revue 
in two acts (32 scenes), with sketches, 
story-line and. lyrics by Alex Bennett 
Kahn, music by Kahn, William Provost, 
Gene Bone, Howard Fenton. Features 
Kay Medford. Stagéd by Earl Dawson; 
musical direction, Bone; entire produc- 
tion supervised by Kahn. At Ivy Tower 
i ioe Spring Lake, N. J., Aug. 
4, °52. 

Cast; Kay Medford, Rea John Powers, 
Frank Bara, Alan Grammer, Peggy 
O’Hara, Mark Eliot, Richard Crowley, 
Marya Saunders, Lex Whatley, Paul Roe- 
bling. Anthony Spaulding, Ann Sullivan, 
Marilyn Rowse, Diana Lauri, Tom DeGae- 
tani, Dixie Lyons, Patricia Ix, Diana 
Jones, Annina Hardenberg. Ritzy Carle- 
y Ann Gorman, Joan 

nger. 


ton, 
Aragona, Charlie 


Alex Bennett Kahn has tagged 
his “No Casting Today,” a “revusi- 
cal,” and as seen at Rea John 
Powers’ Ivy Tower Playhouse, 
Spring Lake, N. J., a “revusical 
means a revue with a book. It also 
demonstrates that a revue and a 


book show don’t combi yor 
ticket stub. > WORD: 6 

The format devised by Kahn 
suggests, however, that such a 
show as “No Casting Today” 
could fit into a summer schedule 
under proper rehearsal conditions 
and the right casting. The results 
proved at Spring Lake are that no 
musical should be produced in a 
week’s time, no matter if all hands 
involved work ‘round the clock. 

Opening night went along with- 
out any noticeable hitch, but 
speed, timing and polish were miss- 
ing and it was obvious that none of 
the material had been re-worked 
and that there had not been time 
| to decide which of it should go and 
| which should stay. 

“No Casting Today” is a show 
biz story with Walgreen's trim- 
mings, 
trying to get its chance. A talent 
scout picks from the audience the 
kids for the show. It is never clear 
if the scout is a producer and what 
| we see later is his show, or if it is 
pa series of auditions, or if it is 
| filling up the time while the book 
| writer is resting. Kahn seems to be 
| playing for another “New Faces,” 
but he is moving without a clear 
idea in what direction the inti- 
mate show should go. Few of the 
sketches seem to have a bearing 
~! the book part of the “revusi- 
cal.” 

Kay Medford, last 
“Paint Your Wagon,” carries the 
major load and she does “The Un- 
derstudy’s Prayer,” which she per- 
formed so effectively in “Talent 
52” last spring. It is still effec- 
tive. Much of her material rests 
on her ability to give impressions 
and impersonations. Besides be- 
coming monotonous, it seems more 
suitable, to night clubs. 

Peggy O’Hara, as pert and Irish 
as her name, has definite musical 
comedy possibilities. She can sin 
and dance and has looks. Richar 
Crowley, male dancer, has a like- 
able personality and the working 
freshness for this kind of show. 
Marya Saunders, femme dancer, 
has looks, but works too hard on 
comedy routines. Rea John Powers, 
producer at Ivy Tower, plays the 
producer, or talent scout, or what- 
ever he is supposed to be. Direc- 
tor Earl Dawson got the produc- 
tion on without incident. 

Most of the tunes are service- 
able, if undistinguished. 

As a summer try, “No Casting 
Today” passes. It’s a lot farther 
from Spring Lake to Broadway, 
however, than a speedometer indi- 
cates. Vern. 





The Barnum Diary 


Westport, Conn., Aug. 2. 

White Barn Theatre Foundation, Inc. 
(Lucille Lortel, directer) production of 
musical in two acts (12 scenes). Book, 
Albert Dickason; music, Billy Robbins, 
lyrics, Tish and Billy Robbins. Staged by 
Steffen Zacharias; choreography, Elean- 
ore Chapin. At White Barn Theatre, 
Westport, Conn., Aug. 3, °52. 
Ringmaster 
OS Bee Linda Soma 
Phineas T. Barnum .. 


eee eee ee ee eee eee eee eee ee 


FE cc ccddconceccoccceess Tina Louise 
Isobel Robins 

COUR cccccccccccess Sandra Godowsky, 

Gertrude Se 

Dave Ruscavage ........... en Clifford 
Rev. McParsons ........... Linda Soma 
Oe ied kdae 400s Michael Orin Nimkoff 
Madam Clofullia ........-.. Li reus 


PEE she caked he18e<0% Betty Lee Baum, 
Linda Marcus, Linda Soma, Bill 


Carrothers 
Tee THD  .00c0s 0s 00sec Cheryl Fran 
ee OP Don Falasco 
Mrs. Hufchins ......... Dawn Steinkamp 
Maruschak ...... eoosee---. Lee Moulton 
Thunderhead ...........Betty Lee Baum 
Band Leader ...cccess:- Martin Krever 
Queen Victoria......... Dawn Steinkamp 
SUD 66.60.6080 6600000006004% Lee Moulton 





Presented by Lucille Lortel at 
her White Barn Theatre (Westport, 
Conn.), “The Barnum Diary,” a 
new musical based on the life of 
the showman, is no three-ring at- 
traction. Possible salvage for legit 
are the initial idea and the music 
by Billy Robbins, who has provided 
some good ballads and novelty 
tunes. ; 

Despite its potentially colorful 
subject matter, Albert Dickason’s 
book manages to consistently lack 
punch. The random goings-on deal 
with P.T.’s visit to England’s Queen 
Victoria with his star, Tom Thumb; 
his purchase of Jumbo the ele- 
phant, and his merging with the 
English Bailey to produce The 
Greatest Show on Earth. Defect is 
the colorless character of the phe- 
nomenal Barnum. Maybe a top- 
notch comedian could bring his own 
style to the leading role and give 
it the personality it now lacks. 

Under the direction of Steffen 
Zacharias, who keeps things mov- 
ing at a good pace, Gordon B. 
Clarke brings what life he can to 
Barnum. Isabel Robins adds zest 
as an Ado Annie type of character, 
Barnum’s secretary who captures 
a Duke, while Dawn Steinkamp and 
Betty Lee Baum contribute some 
sprightly comic bits. Unfortunate- 
ly, a moppet is cast as Tom Thumb. 

Among the musical numbers 
that impress are the ballads, “It's 
Hard to Keep Your Mind on Your 
Work” and “I Think of You,” both 
delivered well by Ken Clifford, 
and the novelties, “Circus Days 





and “This is For Me.” Vene. 


emphasizing young talent | 





Literati 








‘Saucers’ In Many Tongues 


ing Saucers” has just gone into its 

10th translated version. Lindquists 

of Stockholm has brought out a 

translation entitled “De Flygande 

Telfaten,” the Swedes adding some 

S their own sightings to the appen- 
ix. 

O Cruizerio, the Rio de Janeiro 
| publication that is asking Life 
| $25,000 for its pix of flying saucers, 
| has asked if they might translate 
| the Scully saga in Portuguese and 
| Spanish for the South American 
| market and K. N. Samarth, founder 





tor in Bombay, has made an offer 
for the Indian rights. 

Scully is working now on “The 
Journal Of A Flying Saucerian’”’ for 
Holt at Desert Springs, Calif. 





R&H Biog 
Ezio Pinza paraphrased a Rodg- 
ers & Hammerstein song title into 
“Across A Crowded World,” for his 
autobiography, which Doubleday is 
publishing this fall, and Deems 
Taylor likewise has borrowed from 


._ | the same “South Pacific” baliad for 
seen in| 


his biography of the songsmiths- 
showmen which Simen & Schuster 
will publish under the title of 
“Some Enchanted Evenings” in the 
fall of °53. 

James Thurber’s “Thurber Coun- 
try” and S. J. Perelman’s “Spring- 
time for Sydney” are two humor 
books due at the same time, via the 
same house, which is also publish- 
ing “The Private Papers of 
Groucho Marx” next spring. Ben- 
nett Cerf, author-prez of Random 
House, goes to S&S for publication 
of his new collection of recollec- 
tions and anecdotes about authors 
and publishing. 





Military’s Comic Book Ban 
Honolulu, Aug. 5. 

Navy has banned certain comic 
books from base stores, with action 
said to be aimed at war-slanted 
comics of one publisher. Firm, 
however, was not identified. 

Action was taken on basis of 
“classified” (i.e., secret) order from 
Adm. Arthur Radford, Pacific com- 
mander in chief. 

While Navy was reluctant to give 
any information on the ban, Hono- 
lulu magazine distributor admitted 
Navy ordered him to “cut out war 
comics” in his delivery to base 
stores. 

An unofficial Navy source indi- 
cated feeling was that some of the 
banned magazines may have tinge 
of unAmericanism and might even 
be aimed deliberately toward low- 
ering morale. No pressure has been 
applied toward suppressing civilian 
sales of the same magazines in 
Honolulu. Comic books are top 
reading for enlisted personnel, a 
factor which has put Honolulu 
sales among nation’s highest on per 
capita basis. 


Junket Leads To Altar 
Universal’s recent Alaskan ex- 
ploitation junket for “World In His 
Arms” produced a romance among 
two of the newswriters covering 
it that will culminate in marriage 





Skaag, gal Friday for columnist 
Harold Heffernan, and Frank 
Quinn of the New York Mirror. 
Miss Skaag, who headquartered 
in San Francisco, has quit her job 
and is coming east permanently. 
Lohengrinning is set for about 
Aug. 22. 
Another ‘Confidential’ Suit 
Anthony B. Cassius, owner of a 
Minneapolis Negro night club and 
bar, has filed a $300,000 damage 
suit in district court against two 
of the biggest Minneapolis depart- 
ment stores for distributing the 
book, “U. S. A: Confidential.” The 
suit was not filed against the book’s 
authors, Jack Lait and Lee Mor- 
timer, and its publisher, Crown, 
Cassius’ attorney explained, be- 
cause they have no agent in Min- 





for a district court action. 

Cassius in his suit charges that 
the book libeled him in “a false, 
scandalous and defamatory state- 


policy wheels operating in Olson- 


of Little Harlem is a liquor dealer 
named Cassius.” 


book as stating that Negro com- 


practiced and flourish without in- 
tervention by laws enforcement 
authorities.” 


lis Credit Union and*a former busi- 


ers union, AFL, as well as his 
membership in the Pilgrim Baptist 
church, 





Frank Scully’s “Behind The Fly- 





of the Asia Film Academy and a|} 
w.k. playwright and picture direc- | 





later this month. Pair are Eleanor || 


neapolis and could not be served | 





ment that there are two colored | 


Lindale neighborhood and the boss_ 


The complaint also quotes the | 


munities here are “places in which | 
criminal, illegal and immoral ac- | 
tivities are openly and wantonly | 


Dayton’s and Donaldson's, are not 
now selling the book and almost 
all other establishments have simi- 
larly ceased doing so. 


CHATTER 
Robert J. Casey subtitles “Chi- 
cago Medium Rare,” his book of 
Chi reminiscenses, “when we were 





| both younger,” which Bobbs-Mer- 


rill is publishing next month. 

Lionel Barrymore completed a 
novel, “Mr. Cantonwine,” for pub- 
lication by Little, Brown & Co. 

Sale of Lash LaRue’s comic book 
went into the second million since 
he started his TV show, “Tales of 
Famous Outlaws.” 

Fourth volume of “History of the 
(London) Times” due from Mac- 
millan presses Sept. 30. It covers 
1912-48. 

John Steinbeck’s “East of Eden,” 
longest book ever written by the 
— due via Viking in Septem- 
er. 

Ruth Fountain, formerly as- 
sistant editor of Screenland and 
Silver Screen, upped as managing 
editor of the two publications. 
Reba and Bonnie Churchill have 
also joined the mags’ staff as 
Hollywood editors. 

George E. Sullivan, previously 
publicity director for Falconer & 
Sullivan Co., joined promotion 
staff of Real mag, a new publica- 
tion for men which Ned L. Pines 
plans to unveil in September. 


Telometer | 
auu== continued from page? =—— 
. 


Telemeter itself to know more 
about the potential of pay-as-you- 
see. TV has continued to make in- 
roads since the Phonevision experi- 
ment, large-screen tele appears 
less likely to provide a panacea 
and there’s a feeling that subscrip- 
tion TV may provide answers to 
some of the Hollywood problems. 


There’s another interesting in- 
dustry angle in the Par-Telemeter 
plans. That's the scheme whereby 
exhibs in each town will be given 
the first crack at the TM franchise, 
This will be inaugurated in Palm 
Springs, so that the local theatre- 
man will be a part of the test and 
obviously be as anxious as anyone 
else to get the best possible film 
product for it. 


Leserman said that it is felt the 
test can best be run with feature 
pix, but that TM may try some 
other attractions just as an experi- 
ment. One of these, he stated, 
might be spring practice of one or 
more of the four major league 
baseball teams that camp in Cali- 
fornia. Price he’s thinking of, he 
said, is 10c or 15¢ “just to see 
what will happen.” 

The TM exec, who’s been com- 
muting about every two weeks be- 
tween New York and California, is 
planning to return to the Coast 
at the end of this week. 
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Sharon Playhouse, Sharon, Conn. 
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ARTISTS SERVICE su 7-5400 





Suit cites Cassius’ record as a/ 
director of the Minneapolis Urban | 
League, an officer of the Minneapo- | 


ness agent of the Cooks and Wait- | 


Defendant department stores, | 














YOUNG MAN (27) who KNOWS 
AND LOVES show-biz (Broadwey- 
Hollywood-Redie Row) seeks job. 
Intelligent, herd-working. Selery 
ualmpertent. Box V-7695, Variety, 
154 W. 46th St., Hew York 19, N.Y. 
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Broadway 


Billy Wilder arrives over the 
weekend on the Liberte after a 10- 
week tour of Europe. 

Bob Hope off Friday (8) for 
London and a Continental tour. His 
first date is at the Palladium. 

Pat Duggan, Paramount pro- 
ducer, has returned west after 10 
days of huddles at the homeoffice. 

Jack (Film Daily) Alicoate’s sec- 
ond daughter, Virginia Colleen, en- 

aged to Marine Lt, John Turley 
ienningsen. 

Maurice Silverstein, Loew’s exec 
in charge of Latin America, in for 
a round of homeoffice confabs, 
then off Monday (4) for a studio 
visit. 


Joseph D. Karp, of Warners’ 


al department, has been named | 
nike oe | author Raymond Quignon. 


to the committee on trade regula- 
tion and trademarks of N.Y. Bar 
Assn. 

David H. Isacson, formerly with 
film industry law firm of Sargoy 
& Stein, nailing up his own 
shingle in partnership with Arnold 
Malkan. 

Betta St. John, formerly in a 
featured spot in “South Pacific, 
heads for Culver City this week 
for an assignment in Metro's 
“Dream Wife.” 

Alfred Hitchcock in from the 
Coast for final casting on Trans- 
atlantic Pictures’ “I Confess” prior 
to leaving for Quebec, where the 
Warner release rolls Aug. 14. 


Samuel Schneider, Warner vee- 
pee, accompanied by his wife, sails 
today (Wed.) on the Queen Eliza- 
beth on a one-month tour of WB 
offices in London, Paris and Rome. 

Herman Hoffman, production 
assistant to Metro studio chief 
Dore Schary, returned to Culver 
City after three weeks in the east 
on research for the upcoming “The 
Hoaxters.” 

Anna D. Wiman, writer-producer 
and daughter of the late Dwight 
Deere Wiman, legit producer, was 
injured slightly Monday night (4) 
when she lost control of her car 
in Manhattan. 

Sherry-Netherland Hotel will 
observe its 25th anni with a Silver 
Jubilee ball in November. Coinci- 
dentally, the hotel will mark the 
60th anni of the founding of the 
first S-N hotel in 1892. 


Sol A. Schwartz, prez of RKO 
Theatres, flipped a cocktailery at 
*“21" Monday (4) for William 
Howard, Eddie Grainger and Harry 
Mandel on occasion of their recent 
new appointments with the chain. 


Linda Babits, 11-year-old con- 
cert pianist and daughter of pub- 
licist Seth Babits, inked by Co- 
lumbia Pictures to appear in a se- 
ries of “Broadway Cavalcade 
shorts which Harry Foster will 
produce. 

Maurice Evans, who just com- 
pleted satriag in the Frank Laun- 
der-Sidney Gilliat film, “Mr. Gil- 
bert and Mr. Sullivan,” planed in 
from London last week. Lopert 
Films will distribute the picture 
in the U. S. 

Arthur Lubin, director of four 
films in Universals “francis” se- 
ries, in from a European vacation 
today (Wed.) and stays in town for 
several days to help bally “Francis 
Goes to West Point,” which 
preems at the Globe Theatre Fri- 


day (8). 

Don Prince, RKO 

ublicity director, accompanying 
Sean Crawford on a swing through 
Cleveland, Toronto, Detroit and 
Boston to plug respective preems 
of her starrer, “Sudden Fear,” in 
those keys. Tour winds up in Bos- 
ton Aug. 17. 


Thornton (Fox-West Coast The- 
atres) Sargent east for the wedding 
this weekend of his song Thornton 
Sargent, 3d, to Victoria Moran in 
Bernardsville, N. J. Prespective 
groom is a physicist with U. S. 
Naval Ordnance on the Coast; his 


brother, Richard, will be best man. | 


Terrific European heat wave 
chased Beth and Barry Gray home 
ahead of schedule by two weeks 
but he doesn’t reopen at Chandler's 
until Aug. 22, per schedule. Will 
continue his vacation in N. Y. Gray 
writes from Venice, “So many 
Americans here they're holding 
Kiwanis meetings in gondolas.” 


Arthur Kober, Boswell of the 
summer resorts (viz.. “Wish You 
Were Here,” ne “Having Wonder- | 
ful Time") took Hollywood direc- | 
tor-producer David Miller and Co- 
lumbia Picts talent scout Erwin 
Gelsey to Camp Milford, Kent, 
Conn., over the weekefd. Latter 
had never seen one in operation. 


Paris 


Peter Lind Hayes and Mary 
Healy in town after windup at tl 
Palladium. 


Dennis Day hopping down to 
Chateauroux to entertain the Air 
Force stationed there. 

Ted Smith here to. take up 


chores as new Paris rep for Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of erica. 
Ginger Rogers, over on a ten-day 
jaunt, visiting Paris, Switzerland 
and London before returning to 
Paramount for “Rosalind.” 
Marcel Pagnol, completing 
“Manon of the Spring” film, finds 
he has enough footage for two pix 
and may release it that way. 
Marcel Carne and Charles Spaak 
back in town after a hideaway to 
finish the script for the new pic, 
“Theresa Raquin.” It will be di- 


London 


Ciro’s Club shuttered for sum- 
mer vacation and reopening with 
a celebrity gala Sept. 11. 

Robert Clark reelected to board 
of Associated British Picture Corp. 
at annual stockholders meeting. 

Felix Kink, band leader at Col- 
ony Restaurant, planing out Aug. 
12 on month’s vacation to N.Y, and 
Hollywood. 

Gilbert Miller off to the Riviera 
on month’s vacation. His principal 





rected by Carne. 

“Fanfan La Tulipe,” one of top 
grossing pix here, being dubbed) 
into German by the Kobel Co. It} 


“Fanfan Der Hussard.” _ 
Martha Labarr, American ac-} 





eastern | 


tress, landed a leading role in a} 
new French pic, “Evil Is My 
Destiny.” It will be directed by its| 


Evelyn Keyes, settled here and| 
learning French, approached to 
play the lead in a Franco-Ameri- 
can remake of “The Baker’s Wife,” 
to be done in English and French. 

Maria Vincent, Gallic chantoo- 
sey, who will be singing at the 
Versailles in N. Y. this winter, has 
a stipulation in her contract that 
she must lose 10 pounds before 
filling her U. S. date. 

Miles White, after conferring 
with John Ringling North, return- 
ing to N. Y. to costume Bette Davis 
revue, Designer will return to 
Paris to complete costumes for 
circus later in the year. 

Ralph Bellamy, Equity prez, 
searching Paris and London for a 
vehicle, will attend confabs in Lon- 
don with Raymond Massey and 
Maurice Evans in effort to iron out 
employment difficulties of Ameri- 
can actors in Great Britain and 
visa versa. 


Rome 


By Helen McGill Tubbs 

S. Jay Kaufman came by cargo 
ship for a Rome vacation. 

American dance team, Phyllis 
Gehrig & Don Weissmuller, at the 
Casino della Rose. 

Orson Welles will direct the 
English dubbing version of Italo- 
film, ‘Don Camillo.” 

Jerry Carter, U. S._ singer, 
signed for date at Villa del Cesar, 
outdoor restaurant. 

Henry Henigsen, production 
manager of “Roman _ Holiday,” 
underwent miner surgery at a lo- 
cal hospital. 

Sam Spiegel jetplaned in from 
London to set deal for shooting 
exteriors of his pic, “Melba” here. 
Interiors all being done in London. 

TV producer Roland Reed, re- 
turns to the U. S. soon after set- 
ting up tele production here. The 
Billy Wilders motored in from 
Cortina D’Ampezzo for a visit. He 
may do some exteriors in Venice 
next fall for his next picture. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 

“Brigadoon” continues smash biz 
run in New Zealand for William- 
son. 

Grappling season has been lush 
in Sydney and Melbourne with 
U. S. matmen featured. 

Here McIntyre, former topper 
for Universal here, planes back 
here August from world tour. 

“Streetcar” (WB) is setting new 
house records in Sydney and Mel- 
bourne for Hoyts in third stanzas. 

Evie Hayes planes back to U. S. 
early in August after four weeks’ 
revival run “Annie Get Your Gun.” 

Sidney Schwartz, exec of Loews 
International, due for looksee here, 
after which he planes back to New 
York via London. 

Williamson legit management 
reported dickering for “Winter 
Journey,” “Call @ Madam” and 
“Murder in Motley.” 

Burl Ives clicked in New Zealand 
|for the Williamson management 
| after Aussie tour for the Australian 
| Broadcasting Commission. 

Charles Chauvel has got his pro- 
duction “Jedda” under way in the 
Aussie hinterland. Pic will be 
filmed in color with local cast. It’s 
the only major production in work 
| here currently. 


Dallas 





aide, Morton Gottleib, also vaca- 
tioning in France. 


Walt Disney broadcasting on Fri- | 
wil be released under the title of| day (8) with film critic Campbell | 


Dixon in a program called “Mr. 
Disney Comes to Town.” 

John Davis tossing a luncheon 
tomorrow (Thurs.) to honor win- 
ners in the J. Arthur Rank circuits 
spring showmanship contest. 

Mike Frankovich and Montagu 
Marks have acquired the western 
hemisphere and European right to 
“Aan,” India’s first Technicolor 
feature, which is currently at the 
Rialto. 

Archie Robbins, currently play- 
ing Glasgow following his recent 
Palladium stint, inked for Richard 
Afton’s TV show on Aug. 16. Vir- 
ginia Somers, now at the Colony, 
will be on same program. 

Right after Guy Mitchell closes 
at the London Palladium, he trains 
for Blackpool for a special Sunday 
concert at the Opera House for 
Harold Fielding; then planes for 
New York the next day where he 
starts a two-week record session 
for Columbia Records. 

Soon after they arrived in Lon- 
don, the Deep River Boys made 
an appearance in TV on Vic Oliver's 
Saturday feature, “This is Show 
Business,” Aug. 2, as start guesters; 
then planed to Douglas, Isle of 
Man for Sunday concert, returning 
to open at the London Palladium 
Aug. 4. 

Hector Michon, 39, reception 
manager of the Savoy Hotel here, 
died in Bourg-en-Bresse, France, 
after an auto accident. He had one 
of the most famous autograph 
collections in England, its entries 
including Jimmy Durante, Arturo 
Toscanini, Fred Astaire, Duke and 
Duchess of Windsor and other 
celebs and royalty who visited the 
Savoy. 


Philadelnhia 


By Jerry Gaghan 

Broadcaster Ramon Bruce has 
opened a public relations office as 
a sideline. 

Jack Curtis, nitery vocalist re- 
cently released from hospital, has 
ee cast at Yacht Club, Atlantic 

y. 

The Jerry Williams Quintet, of 
WKDN, Camden, took over band- 
stand at Lou’s Moravian after 22 
weeks at Charley Ventura’s Open 
House. 

Louis Prima’s' orch, which 
opened Monday (4) at Chubby’s, is 
first band ever to play spot, which 
features strictly musical and record 
names. : 

Kenny Shaffer, former front for 
Western combo, is working as 
single at Orsatti’s, Somers Point, 
N. J., Shaffer’s big Harrisburg cafe 
was wiped out by fire. 

Dick Jones, secretary of local 
AGVA branch, is staging drive in 
town’s 135 labor unions to have 
organizations put on benefits with 
shows packaged by AGVA. 

Sunnybrook Ballroom, near 
Pottstown, Pa., long-time name 
band showcase, has folded because 
of extra school tax imposed on 
amusements in township, accord- 
ing to manager Ray Hartenstine. 

Jack Steck, manager of programs 
and production for WFIL-TV, is 
staging “Night of Stars,” at Muni- 
cipal Staudium (8) for state con- 
vention of American Legion. Head- 
liners include Victor Borge, the 
Mariners, Borrah Minevitch Har- 
monica Rascals and Junie Keegan. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
Mrs. Pearl Rogal has taken over 
publicity at Pines Playhouse. 
Bill Elder, Penn boss, taking the 








By Bill Barker 

Civic Playhouse offering 
Little Indians” for 10 nights. 
| Harold Francis named manager 
of Beverly Hills, art film house. 
| Femme hypnotist Joan Brandon 
a holdover at Pappy’s Showland. 
Walter Titus, Republic pix vee- 
pee, here on the start of a tour of 
| branch offices. 

Bishop Fulton J. Sheen set for 
Christian Culture Series speech in 
Fair Park Auditorium Oct, 31. 
|. Exhibs toted the b.o. and claimed 
biz better than ever during both 


1€/the GOP and Demmy convention | Hospital for 


weeks. 

| WFAA's Reuben Bradford bowed 
an NBC series Saturday (26) with 
his caustic “Opera nce Over 
Lightly” show. 


“Ten | 


family to Maine for vacation, 

Hiram College, O., Show Boat 
has docked here for a limited run. 

Hypnotist Dr. Arthur Ellen held 
over again at Alan Clark’s Monte 
| Carlo. 

Beatrice Sharp, 12-year-old 
actress, in Municipal Hospital with 
polio. 

Nitery owner Bill Green's father, 


| 
| 
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to the Copa middle of next month 
for another run. 

Morty Henderson, manager of 
Perry Theatre, and his wife off for 
Miami Beach vacation. 

Jackie Heller has set Sept. 5 for 
reopening of his Carousel after 
two-month summer shutdown. 


Sandy Evans home for a visit 1 


after leaving Jimmy Dorsey’s band 
to do TV and club work in the east. 

Irene Cowan and Jay Looney co- 
authored “Little Woman,” trying 
out this week at Rochester, N. Y., 
Arena Theatre. 

Big delegation from film row 
went to Clarksburg, W. Va., for 
funeral of Jack Marks, 80-year-old 
tri-state exhib, ; 

Local singer Mary Martha Briney 
playing Kathie opposite Brian 
Sullivan in “Student Prince” this 
week at Pitt Stadium. 


Chicago 

Kay Ashton Stevens now doing 
a nightly stint on WBBM. 

Duke Ellington being hosted here 
on his 30th anni as a bandleader. 

Jane Russell stuck around to 
help reopen the Oriental last week 
with “Son of Paleface.” : 

Joan Crawford stopped off to dis- 
cuss plans for midwest preem of 
“Sudden Fear” here next month. 

Mae West doing theatre-in-the- 
round at Chevy Chase this week 
with “Come On Up, Ring Twice.” 

Salt Creek has Patsy Kelly and 
Kay Westphall in “My Sister Ei- 
leen” while Jeffrey Lynn holds 
forth in “Hasty Heart” at Drury 


Lane. silo. 
Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 

Frankie Laine set for Empire, 
Glasgow, Sept. 8. 

A $300,000 cinema planned for 
East Kilbride, Lanarkshire. 

Ivor Novello’s “King’s Rhapsody” 
set for return to Alhambra Thea- 
tre, Glasgow, this fall. 

Dennis Price and Betty Paul 
inked for leads in ‘“‘Husband Don’t 
Count,” due at King’s, Glasgow, 
Aug. 25. 

Scot radio airing 60-minute pro- 
gram telling story of Gaiety Thea- 
tre, Ayr, Clyde coast theatre built 
50 years ago. 

Peter Potter, Glasgow Citizens’ 
Theatre producer, due back in 
August from director chores in 
summer rep near Toronto, Canada. 

Robert Wilson, Scot singer, di- 
rector of new company, Kerr Music 
Corp. set to make disks and 
recordings besides music publish- 
ing. 


San Francisco 


By Ted Friend 

Mal Henke at the Blackhawk; 
Paula Drake at the Chi Chi. 

George A. Hickey, Metro sales 
manager, in for biz confabs. 

_ Marilyn Monroe to L. A. follow- 
ing weekend visit with DiMaggio 
family. : 

Arthur Fiedler doing the seven 
hills prior to start of Civic Audito- 
rium “Pop” concerts. 

Yma Sumac with Benny Strong 
orch reopen Peacock Court at 
Mark Hopkins after room had been 
shuttered for eight months. 

Victor Samrock, general mana- 
ger of Playwrights Co., in; ditto 
Warren Caro, Theatre Guild exec, 
who’s confering with William 
Zwissig, Curran and Geary gen- 
eral manager. 


Ireland 


By Maxwell Sweeney 

James Pattinson, 20th-Fox sales 
manager, due here to check on 
local setup. 

Joe Rackow, prexy of Cinema 
and General Films, Dublin, planed 
in after attending Cinema Exhibi- 
tors Assn. gabfest in Wales. 

Plans for new Abbey Theatre to 
replace the burned-out building 
will provide for 800-seater in place 
4 the old 525-seat house on same 
site. 

“Greatest Show on Earth” (Par) 
gets its Irish preem with midnight 
show under Variety Club Tent 41 
sponsorship at Adelphi, Dublin, 
Aug. 14. 


Portland, Ore. 


By Ray Feves 
Herb Royster getting set to 
stage “Stalag 17” at Mayfair for 
one week starting Aug. 12. 
Arthur Lee Simpkins and the 





| 70, coming along fine after a major | Talbots held over at Amato’s Sup- 


operation. 
| Kap Monahan, 
| critic, 
Erie vacation. 
| Bob Carter 


Press drama 


into St 


| kidney ailment. 

Songwriter Fred Ahlert in from 
N. Y. for funeral of his brother, 
Emil H. Ahlert. 

Miriam Sage Dancefs returning 





| 


off on a three-week Lake | Clover Club. The 


| 


| the first on two-wei 





per Club after SRQ first inning. 
Nino Milo do a s®*ond stanza at 

Nys;onis in for 

. Paul Gil- 


Joseph's | bert inked to open Sept. 1. 
observation of a) 


Patricia Duggan up from San 
Francisco to assist brother Wil- 


liam in presenting “Song of Nor- 
way,” “Call Me Madam” and 
— Pacific” at Civic Audito- 
rium, 





Hollywood 


Lee J. Cobbs divorced. 
pproemary Clooney planed to 


ra Mead Burnette in town after a 


aerye Raft planed in from Eng- 


and. 
Fred Quimby to Hunol . 
cation, ss ulu on ya. 
arl Esmond bedded wit} 
ee, S . a knee 
re weene ospitalize 
checkup. Cae ne a 6 
Jean Phillips divorced 
S. Swann. 
Norman Taurog vacationi ; 
Del Monte. ung at 
Jerry Hoffman on 
Lake Tahoe. 
David Taps in from N.Y, Visiting 
ne 7. 
ndre De Toth’s mother beg; 
a U. S. citizen. _— 
Rosetta Duncan recovering from 
throat surgery. 
Kay Williams divorced Adolph 
B. Spreckels II. 
Charles Winninger on vacation 
at Palm Springs. 
Jimmy Hyland in from N. Y, for 
TV appearances. 
Dick Haymes in town after two 
weeks in Canada. 
Frank DeVol on siesta at Alisa} 
Ranch, Santa Ynez. 
Tommy yee (Little 
joined the arines. 
Anna Maria Alberghetti laid up 
with an injured ankle. 
Gene Reynolds in from N, Y, 
after a season on TV. 
Maureen O’Hara filed suit to di- 
vorce William H. Price. 
F. Hugh Herbert at home after 
a month in the hospital. 
Bernard Gorcey to Mexico on a 
two-week fishing cruise. 
Don Frank and Mike Gold form. 
ed the Frank-Gold Agency. 
Frank Rosenberg resting at La 
guna under doctor’s orders. 
Peggy Ryan finalized her decree 
of divorce from James Cross. 
Fred Zinnemann vacationing for 
10 days in the High Sierras. 
Jane Russell home from a tour 
plugging “Son of Paleface.” 
Danny Kaye returned from a 
USO tour of Europe and Africa. 
Herb Steinberg in from N. Y. for 
publicity huddles at Paramount. 
Tom Hull convalescing from 
virus pleumonia at Lake Tahoe. 
Dennis Morgan in town after 
personals in Denver and Cheyenne. 
Joseph Bernhard in from N.Y. 
for final editing of “Ruby Gentry.” 
Walter Wanger applied for a 


Francis 


vacation at 


Beaver) 


parole from the County Honor 
Farm. 

Walter Mirish returned to his 
Monogram desk after a month in 


Europe. 

Dorothy Lamour signed for three 
years with the William Morris 
Agency. 

Jan Sterling to Fort Lee, Va., to 
visit her husband, Paul Douglas, 
on location. 

Norman Panama to San Fran- 
cisco to round up material for a 
screenplay. 

Rhonda Fleming checked in at 
Columbia after a brief honeymoon 
at Lake Tahoe. : 

Rodolfo Acosta wounded during 
a knife-fight scene for “Sixty Sad- 
dles For Gobi.” 

Claude Binyon to Dallas as guest 
speaker before Lions Club at the 
Shamrock Hotel. 

Friars tossed a roastmaster din- 
ner for George Jessel before his 
departure for the east. 

Don Hartman left for a two-week 
vacation, accompanied by an arm- 
ful of Paramount scripts. : 

Bertha Klausner in from N. Y. 


for literary huddles with motion 
picture and TV producers. — 
Janet Leigh, Barbara Ruick, 


Marilyn Erskine and Tony Curtis 
entertained soldiers at Camp Cook. 

Donald O’Connor taking 4 
week’s vacation before checking 
into 20th-Fox for “Call Me Mad- 
-.* 


Bob Lee will conduct a_ tw 
week writing course at the U. ° 
Alberta during vacation from his 

V job. 

Ed Simmons and Norman Leaf 
cited by the National Gag Writers 


Institute as “Best Comedy Writers 


of 1951-52.” 


Eddie Cantor appointed honor 
ary chairman of Yeshiva U.'s $9. 





000,000 campaign to establish 4 
medical centre. 
Seattle 
now 


Patricia Dean’s line of girls ¢ 
at Show Box, where Norm Hoas) 
band is current. . fer 

Yvette Dare into Paloma! be 
eight-day stand, with Arthur La 
“Dagwood” Co. to follow. 


Jan Rubini at Olympic notes 
Georgian Room, playing dinner 
music. Dinner dancing dropt 


ths. 
fOr oat "Horizon "at Showboat 
Theatre; new play by ae 
Hughes, “On the Side of Angee 
opened at Penthouse Theatre pa 
urday (2), 


56-) 
my. 
cen 


stal 


d fa 
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OBITUARIES 


HARLES JEHLINGER 
e Jehlinger, 86, dean 

Charles oa Academy of Dra- 
he America” a in New York July 
matic Arts, 0 vear illness. In his! 
39 after © ejation with the Acade- 
sb-yenr ase taught scores of stu- 
ny. eo became screen and stage 
gent 
i ‘oremost teachers of 
Bc . be in the U. S., Jehlin- 
vo was a student in the first class 
eee Academy back in 1884 when 
. as founded Joining the fac- 
It We vears later, he became 
nead of the school in 1923. _ 
Jehlinger, who had been in poor 
health was fatally stricken at his 
Hotel Plaza suite in the presence 

Lawrence Langner, co-director 
Cf the Theatre Guild and president 
the Academy’s board of trustees, | 
* Langner’s wife, Armina Mar- | 
shall who were visiting him at the 
mont his pupils were Weher 
Abel, Clare Eames, Lauren Bacall, | 
Diana Barrymore, Lee Bowman, | 
jane Cowl, Hume Cronyn, Kirk 
Douglas, Betty Field, Grace 
George, Grace Kelly, Sam Levene, 
trmina Marshall, Cathy O Donnell, 
Robert Porterfield, Edward G. 
Robinson, Ezra Stone, Edith Van | 
Cleve and Lucile Watson. — 

A sister and nephew survive. 


IRVING L. JACOBS | 
Irving L. Jacobs, 44, legit produ- 
er and owner-operator of Mam- 
moth Gardens, Denver, died of @ 
heart attack Aug. 4 in his New 
York apartment. He produced two 
chows on Broadway, “Sound of 
Hunting” (1945) and “Clutterbuck 
1949). and at the time of his death 
he had been preparing three pro- 
dvetions for the upcoming season. 
They were “Bernardine,” which 
Was to go into rehearsal Aug. 25: 
‘Monsieur Lautrec” and “Preacher 












Jecobs was a pioneer distributor 
bf foreign films. He was named 
Coast distrib for Gaumont-British 
Corp. in 1934 and later held the 
same post with Grand National 
ictures. He acyuired Mammoth 
Gardens, sports arena, in 1938, de- | 
eoping it into one of the most | 
uecessful operations of its kind 
in the west. 
Surviving 
end t 


are his wife, father 


wo sisters. 


HENRY W. PEMBERTON 
Henry W. Pemberton, 77, for- 
rerly in legit and films, died in 
rlando, Fla.. July 26. He had| 
etired several years ago. 
Pemberton at one time was ac- 
ve in both legit and in stock. He 
ad his own stock company in St. | 
Huis for a number of years, and | 
played in vaudeville with Peggy | 
Vood. Working in companies play- 
ng out of Chicago, he was best 
inown for his appearance in “Gen- 
éman From Mississippi,” “Golden 
irl” and “Damaged Goods.” He 
poeared in pictures made by the 
bd Gaumont company on Long 
sland. His activity with the Play- 
round Players. a kind of fore- 
iner of the WPA Federal Thea- 
fe. was highly successful, pro- 
Pucing funds for relief under state 
upervision, 


He is survived by his wife and 
Sister, 


R FARRELL MACDONALD 
| Farrell MacDonald, 77, veteran 
mM actor, died Aug. 2 in Holly- 
od. A Yale grad, he sang in 
ondon grand opera before enter- 
 theatricals.s He was a Balti- 
bee and Denver newspaperman 
4 Vorld War I service. 
bepl Donald Started with Bio- 
» after considerable legit ex- 
ope and worked as director 
actor for Imp, Triangle, Sen- 
# merican, Pathe and other 
ena tlos. One of this best re- 
“~ red roles was the Irish 
oy in William Fox’s “Iron 
lt n recent years he had 
it ie in many 20th-Fox films. 
4, role was in 20th’s “Elope- 
“A, year ago. He was featured 
+ han 150 pix and appeared 
Mewnl more in smaller roles. 
vive | «80d granddaughter 





omaARMAND GIRARD 
io a Girard, 55, veteran | 


ie @ TV singer, died July 27) 

his nd 
ty, Carnet home in Sonoma | 
tetemoni For years a master 
Briann nies in and around San | 
Nicht ‘ver. 28 best known for 
line wt as singing star on| 
KNBe and Mellow” program | 
a tale ' or the past year he | 
two d program on KGO-TV 
signed > Prior to his death 
ansors Bell-Brane with 
Sang on radio in 
teense to New York in 
shows on such NBC net- 
@s the Coca-Cola and, 


He went 


; months, 


| the “Magic Key” programs, but af- 
of|ter two years returned to Frisco 
| where he had resided since. 


Surviving are his wife and two 


daughters. 


VERA MILTON 
Vera Milton, 43, a chorine in 
Broadway musicals-about 20 years 
ago, died in St. Clare’s Hospital, 


N. Y¥., Aug 3 following an opera- 
tion. English-born, Miss Milton 
made her mark in the U. S. as 


“the dumbest showgirl on Broad- 
way.” It was her own billing 


| which she devised after having dif- 


ficulty coping with American slang. 
She danced in Earl Carroll’s 
“Vanities” and “Sketch Book” in 
1929 and 1930 and in “Ziegfeld 
Follies” of 1931. Around 1936, 
she was a taxi-dancer in Broadway 
dancehalls. 
Survived by 
two sisters. 


her husband and 





REBECCA WEINTRAUB 

Rebecca. Weintraub, 79, veteran 
actress of the Yiddish stage, died 
in New York July 30. Born in 
Odessa, Russia, she came to the 
U. S. as a girl and began a thesp- 
ing career which led to top roles 
with such stars as Molly Picon, 
Jacob P. Adler and Bertha Kalish, 


|among others. 


Widow of Sigmund Weintraub, 
Yiddish theatre actor-manager, she 


is survived by a son, Milton, secre- | 


tary-treasurer of the Assn. of The- 
atrical Press Agents and Managers, 
and two daughters. 





LUDWIG MARUM 

Ludwig Marum, 88, violinist, 
concertmaster and conductor, died 
in New York July 29. Born in 
Mannheim, Germany, he came to 
the U. S. in 1887 and for a time 
was a concertmaster in Chicago. 

In New York, he was with the 
Metropolitan Opera as first violin- 


ist and also was a music super- 
visor for the New York City 
schools. 

A daughter, Mrs. C. Berenda 


Weinberg, who under her maiden 
name of Eleanor Marum is a com- 
poser and singer, survives. 





JACKIE GREEN 

Jack S. Greene, known profes- 
sionally as Jackie Green, vaude- 
nitery comic and emcee, died of 
cancer Aug. 1 in Hollywood. He 
had worked for many years and for 
a time had his own spot. He had 
appeared in “Borscht Capades.” 

Green had been inactive several 
because of illness and 
plans were being made for benefit 
for him to be held at Billy Gray’s 
Bandbox. 

Wife, two infant children, par- 
ents, two brothers and two sisters 
survive. 


EDGAR C. PAUL 

Edgar C. Paul, 72, theatre man- 
ager and former Sun-time mana- 
ger and circus pressagent, died 
July 27, in Logan, O. He cele- 
brated his 50th year in show busi- 
ness in 1947. Before going to Logan, 
where he managed the Chakeres 
Theatre for 18 years, he was gen- 
eral manager of the Gus Sun 
Amusement Co., in Springfield, O., 
for 18 years. For many years be- 
fore that he was advance agent 
for Barnum & Bailey. 

Survived by wife and brother. 


WILLIAM H. BRIGGS 

William H. Briggs, 76, play- 
wright, author and editor, died in 
New York, July 31, after a long 
illness. He was book editor of 
Harper & Bros. for some 44 years. 

As a playwright, Briggs saw his 
“Behold Thy Wife” produced on 
Broadway in 1915 under Henry “W 
Savage’s aegis. Among his other 
produced plays were “The Cros- 
land Comedy,” “By the Dawn’s 
Early Light” and “Window Dress- 
ing.” 

His wife survives. 


BENJAMIN D. COCKRILL 

Benjamin D. (Dave) Cockrill, 54, 
managing director of the Denham 
Theatre, Denver, and prexy of the 








Greater Indianapolis Amus. Co., | Angeles after a heart attack. She | 
|with four houses in Indianapolis, | was a sister of the late William Fox | 


died in Denver Aug. 1. 

A film salesman and publictty 
man for Universal, and interest- 
ed in theatres in the east, Cockrill 
came to Denver in 1934 to operate 
the Denham. 

Survived by his wife, a daughter, 
a sister and two brothers. 





- € 

KAREN N. $% tiy ENSON 
Mrs. Karen N&4,m Stevenson, 
66, retired actres#°who had ap- 


peared in several Broadway plays, | 


died in New York July 30 after a 
long illness. Born in Copenhagen, 
she came to the U. S. about 40 
years ago. . 

Mrs. Stevenson, who was di- 
vorced from the late Dr. Alexender 


Stevenson in 1937, had roles in 


such plays as “The Man From 
Home” und Chekhov's “The Sea 
Gull.” 

HENRY OTTO 


Henry Otto, 74, veteran silent 
picture director, died in Hollywood 
| Aug. 3. He was active in the early 
| 20s at the William Fox studio. 





\directing “Dante's Inferno,” 

“Temple of Venus,” “Folly of 
Vanity,” “Ancient Mariner” and 
| others. 


Otto had retired about 25 years 
ago because of illness, but had 
played occasional bits in the last 
eight years 
| JAMES B. CASSIDY 

James B. Cassidy, 39, indie film 


exec, died in 


Memorial Hospital, 
N. Y., Aug. 2 


Cassidy owned the 
world film rights to the plavs of 
Henrik Ibsen He produced Ib- 
sen’s “A Doll's House” in 1944. 
Prior to entering the film business, 
he was associated with Bobbs-Mer- 
rill, book publishers. 

Surviving are his wife, Dale Mal- 
bourne, concert pianist; father and 


| - 
| two sisters. 





CHARLES K. FRENCH 
Charles K. French, 92, one of 
the oldest living minstrelmen and 
a pioneer film director, died Aug 
2 in Hollywood after a heart attack 
While touring with minstrel shows. 
| French made a series of minstre] 
| banjo recordings on cylinders for 
| the old Edison Phonograph. He was 
|}an early-day film director in New 
York, earning $100 weekly. He 

|came to Hollywood in 1909. 
Granddaughter is sole survivor. 

GEORGE E. HUSSEY 
George E. Hussey, 54, Coast 
| representative for Zenith Radio 
j}and Phonevision, died July 30 in 
| Hollywood after a brain hemor- 
rhage. Before moving to Holly- 
| wood he was public relations coun- 
sel for utility firms in Florida. At 
one time he was on the publicity 
staff of 20th-Fox. 
Hussey was a veteran of two 
wars and one of the organizers of 

the Hollywood Executives Club. 


CHARLES E. HARPE 

| Charles E. Harpe, 43, poet and 
| playwright, died in St. Alexandre 
de Kamouraska, Que., July 30, dur- 
ing performance of a_ historical 
pageant he had written in cvm- 
memoration of the Canadian vil- 
lage’s centenary. 

Harpe also authored a Passion 
play which was given annually at 
the nearby town of St. Jean Port 
Joli. 


JESSIE H. WHITE 

Mrs. Jessie H. White, religioso 
song composer, died in Cleveland 
Aug. 1. She was the widow of 
Harry H. White, Chrysler Corp. 
exec, and her first husband was 
Ernest Ball, composer of “Mother 
Machree” and “When Jrish Eyes 
Are Smiling.” 


vive. 





ALICE KEOGH 

Alice Keogh, 36, legit and radio 
actress, died of a heart attack July 
22 in La Jolla, Cal. A native of 
Omaha, she was a graduate of the 
American Academy of Dramatic 
Arts and later appeared in a num- 
ber of stock companies. 

Surviving are two brothers. 





CLAUDE E. LINDSEY 
Claude E. Lindsey, 52, booker 
for Warner Bros.’ Dallas exchange, 
died in that city July 26 of a heart 
|attack. He had been in film biz 
since he was 13, in Atlanta, Okla- 


homa City, New Orleans and 
Dallas. ; 
His wife survives. 

HENRY CREMER 


Henry Cremer, 86, designer of 
the interiors for many large thea- 
tres throughout the country, died 
July 28 in Hollywood. 

Among the Colifornia theatres 
on which he worked were the 
Egyptian, the Million Dollar and 
the United Artists. 


NOVINA FOX 
Novina Fox, 47, talent scout and 
‘dramatic coach, died July 26 in Los 





'and had been in the film industry 

\for 25 years, with Howard Hughes, 

Hal Wallis, Warners and 20th-Fox. 
A son and daughter survive. 


PHILIP ARONSON | 
Philip Aronson, 63, retired sing- 
er who had appeared with the Met- 
ropolitan Opera #nd Chicago Civic 
Opera, died of a leart attack July 
'2y in Santa Barbara, Cal. 


grandsons survive. 


WILLIAM C. COLE 
William C. Cole, manager of the 
Capehart-Farnsworth Corp.’s De- 
troit sales territory, died in De- 
\froit July 29 after a short illness. 





| Prior to joining Capehart. early 


| manager with Admiral Corp. 


| CARL LAMAC 


| few months ago to direct a picture. 


Two sons and two daughters sur- 


| Widow, two daughters and two | 






this year, he had been a district 





Biz Upheat 


auu==, Continued from page 1 


ficial cooling in theatres, hot weath- 
er further lost much of its curse. 
In the past several vears, biz has 
picked up strongly in late July, 
only to drop off again in October 
and November, when the big video 
shows began to make their dent. 
That is a conditioning factor in 
convincing some distribs that tele’s 


Carl Lamac, 54, German film di- 
rector, died in Hamburg Aug. 2. 

Lamac emigrated to the U. S. in 
| 1936 but returned to Germany a 





Hector Michon, 39, reception 
manager of the Savoy Hotel, Lon- 
don, was killed recently in a car 
accident in France while on vaca- 


tion. He had gladhanded all the hiatus period should be taken ad- 
prominent visitors to the hotel, in- vantage of with best possible prod- 
cluding the big show biz con-) uct. 


tingent from Broadway and Holly- 


No one’s so convinced, however, 
wood. 


that he’s ready to take outlandish 
chances with heavy-budgeted prod- 
uct that can't afford to be released 
at anytime but during top market 
conditions. Move is on, though, at 
least to experiment, and quite a 
few big pix have gone into release 
this year during the latter weeks 
of July Results have been ex- 
tremely encouraging, so a still fur- 
ther moveup next year is an ob- 
vious try. 
Partial Relief 

will relieve the situation 
partially for houses with late 
availabilities 


Robert C. Melroy, 70, former 
theatre owner, died of a heart at- 
tack Aug. 1 in Tiffin, O. He built 
the Arcade Theatre there in 1914, 
operating it until 1931, when he 
retired. Wife survives. 





Norma Nilson, secretary at 20th- 
Fox for 11 years, died July 29 in 
Hollywood after a heart attack. 
She had previously worked for 
Cecil B. DeMille and at Universal- 
International. 


That 
only 


Albert 


Bailey, 61, actor in or subsequent runs, 
westerns and trainer of film. Since they have to wait until the 
horses, was found dead July 31 | product filters down to them, it is 
jin his Hollywood home. Police | often weeks before they can profit 
called it suicide by gunshot. | by top releases of late July and 
blondie | early August. By that time the 
Max Baader, 69, building super- | SU¥™mers gone. 
intendent and assistant doorman of The only real cure for summer 
the Capito] Theatre in Edmonton, | miseries will come when distribs 
Alta., for 32 years, died in thatjare fully convinced of the payoff 
city recently. 


of big pix sent out in May and 
June and release skeds take on an 
all-vear balance. The convincing 
may be speeded up by the fact that 
some houses have been forced by 





Walter J. Thompson, 64. veteran 
studio policeman, died of a 
celebral hemorrhage July 29 while 


on duty on the Paromount lot. lack of good product to shut down 
. because of poor biz during the hot 

Mother, 90, of songwriter Cole weather—and won't reopen. Just 
Porter, died at her home in West- to maintain their outlets, distribs 


leigh Farm, Peru, Ind., Aug. 2. Son 


: may be pushed into better releases 
is sole survivor 


| during the high-mercury period. 


itil | \ contributing convincer—al- 
| Samuel R. Hawkins, 55. with though only psychological—is the 
|Paramount’s set construction de- Sauawks of exhibs, which have 
partment for 25 years, died July never been louder than this year 


on the dearth of super pix to at- 
x tract hot weather trade. Even such 
Son, 23. of Charles F. West, | high-powered theatremen as Leon- 
| film editing chief at Paramount |ard Goldenson, prez »f United Par- 
|was killed in action in Korea re- | 4™mount, have taken repeated shots 
cently. |at the distribs for their practice of 
| releasing only lesser product dur- 
ing the summer, and some of the 
beefing is beginning to tell. 


| 2% in Hollywood. 


| 


| nasa 








Dana Clark, guest relations chief 
at the American Broadcasting Co., | 
| died of a stroke July 26 in Holly- 
| wood. 


| s 
| Wather, 65, of Sidney J. Harris. | MY, Conventions 


Chicago Daily News drama critic. 
| died in Chicago July 28. 
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$6,750,000 for miscellaneous activ- 
ities and $6,600,000 for local trans- 
portation, in addition to the amuse- 
ment and restaurant-cafe outlays. 


Although no breakdown is in- 
| cluded with the agency report, it’s 
| figured that pix and legit get major 
‘portions of the amusement spend- 
ing. 

The statement shows a consistent 
rise in the number of conventions 
over the last seven years. And al- 

: though the overall attendance rec- 

Democratic leader of the county | ord has been up and down, the 
and former Saratoga Springs pub-| volume of visiting delegates from 
lic safety commissioner, and of six | out of town has grown steadily. 
others indicted by the grand jury Thus, while the numbér of conven- 
began this week. Dr. Leonard was | tions has increased from 366 to 
indicted April 30 on charges of | 797, the number of registered out- 
conspiracy, accepting bribes and | of town delegates has risen from 
taking unlawful fees. Two of the | 299 400 to 618,380. Yearly total at- 
men being tried with him  reput-|tendance, meanwhile, registered a 
;edly had an interest in one of | jow of 1.212.940 in 1946. hit a 
the big after-dark spots shuttered. | 2,500,000 high in 1948 and has 
This is the first case to be heard | varied between those extremes in 
before Supreme Court Justice Leo | other years. 
J. Haggerty, of Buffalo, since the | The CVB reveals that it spent 
prong Rn nes he oe a. | $156,000 for promotion in 1951 and 
Republican boss of the county is | 500,000 this reer. the outlay to 
also under indictment by the spe- | : a rae 


cial grand jury, for perjury. 
‘Ozark Preacher’ 


Despite the limited night life, | 
Continued from page 1 


Sidney Samuel Stein 
Hall), 59, former vaude 
died in Chicago Aug. 1. 


(Sidney 
comic, 








—————— 


Saratoga 


Continued from page 1 








resulted in the lights-out schedule | 
for niteries. 
Trial of Dr. Arthur J. Leonard, 












prospects for another successful | 
|season are considered good. 














| being named in a similar suit in 
| New York. 
| Last year, Howard copped a 
peed | $3,125 award from a U. S. Federal 
|the Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis-star- jury here in a suit for $320,900 
er, “Jumping Jacks,” and Cecil B.| damages against the Capitol Rec- 
| DeMille’s “Greatest Show On | ords over the recording of the 
Earth,” which was going into regu- | ditty, “The Missouri Walking Prea- 
lar release following upped admis- | cher (With the Little Book in His 
sion runs last year. Current week | Hand).” In that suit he alleged the 
| is expected to be even higher than ditty was “Jazzy and caused peo- 
‘last, since “GSOE” is playing in Ple to say he was “using his re- 
|New York circuit engagement. ,ligious calling for personal gain 
| Another Martin & Lewis-starrer, In the settlement last week, it 
“That's My Boy.” accounted for a| was charged that Newsome, a wi'l- 
goodly portion of the 1951 “Para- ness for the record company, 
mount Week” income. Other pix. played the ditty over the air while 
' drawing big coin that session were the jury was deliberating the case. 
Bing Crosby's “Here Comes the No announcement was mace of the 
Groom” and DeMille’s “Samson & breakdown of the settlement as to 
; Delilah.” jits division among the defendants 
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Par’s Billings 
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